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Teaching character traits can sometimes feel like you're repeating the same lesson—students identify that a character is “nice” or “mean,” and that’s the end of the discussion. Helping students go beyond those basic descriptions is where the real learning happens. That’s why having a Character Traits and Synonyms reference list can make such a big impact. Whether you're reading a picture book
together or supporting students in narrative writing, this tool gives students the vocabulary they need to describe characters clearly and thoughtfully. If you’'re looking for a structured way to teach character traits and support student writing with stronger word choice, this Character Traits and Synonyms printable might be exactly what your classroom needs. Character trait lists help students:
Build stronger vocabulary Analyze characters more deeply in fiction and nonfiction Support comprehension through discussion and writing Improve narrative writing by showing rather than telling Connect character behavior to real-life social-emotional skills By organizing traits into categories—positive, neutral or changeable, and negative—students can begin to understand that character traits
are not just one-dimensional. They change, they interact with the plot, and they help us understand the characters on a deeper level. This printable reference includes: A list of 100+ positive character traits A collection of neutral and changeable traits (like shy, loud, or stubborn) A list of 100+ negative traits (such as greedy, rude, or careless) Matching synonym sets for selected traits to help
students build vocabulary Ready-to-use charts that can be printed and added to folders, centers, or word walls Each synonym list includes 4-5 age-appropriate words that describe similar behaviors or attitudes. These are perfect for word choice activities, vocabulary practice, and classroom discussions. After reading a story, ask students to identify a character’s trait and find evidence from the text
to support their answer. Use the printable trait list as a scaffold. Example:“She was courageous because she stood up for her friend even when it was hard.” Encourage students to choose 2-3 traits before beginning their stories. Then, challenge them to show those traits through action and dialogue instead of just saying them. Instead of:“He was helpful.”Try:“He stayed after school to help clean the
classroom, even though no one asked him to.” Choose one trait per week and explore its meaning, synonyms, and examples through read-alouds and discussion. Add it to your character trait word wall or weekly vocabulary focus. Use the positive trait list to guide weekly class discussions or classroom goals. Ask students to reflect on when they’ve shown that trait or recognized it in others. Set up a
center where students match traits with synonyms or short scenarios. Students can also play a simple game like trait charades or create a trait sort with categories like “Positive” and “Negative.” Use familiar read-alouds to introduce traits in context. Books like Chrysanthemum, Enemy Pie, or The Invisible Boy work well. Compare characters using Venn diagrams to highlight similarities and
differences in their traits. Keep a student copy of the trait list in writing folders or reading journals for easy reference. If you're looking for a ready-to-go, student-friendly tool to teach character traits, check out the Character Traits and Synonyms printable resource. It’s designed for upper elementary students. You'll get: Printable lists and synonym charts Traits categorized by type: positive,
neutral, and negative Engaging vocabulary tools for writing, reading, and social-emotional learning This simple tool will give your students the vocabulary support they need to become stronger readers, writers, and thinkers. Looking for a way to improve your kids' vocabulary while teaching character traits? This is a fun way to go!These traits come from Patrick Manyak (2007) in an article in The
Reading Teacher where he advises teaching character traits in a school-wide approach. Every grade level he suggests should be responsible for teaching 20 or so traits. The traits listed here he recommends for second graders. What I have done is taken his list, added pictures to illustrate the meaning and then on the mini-cards, have provided somewhat of an explanation or an example, and
synonyms. These then can be added to a bulletin board as you teach them. Even though it is suggested for second grade, it would be great for other grades too, as well as second language learners because of the great picture support! The stand alone card can be printed and laminated and given to each student to keep in his/her reading folder and writing folder as a reference. If you are lucky
enough to have a color poster maker, I would definitely turn this into a poster. As far as the cards, I would use them in conjunction with your read aloud and the “Tracking Traits Across Texts” chart. Each time you finish a read aloud, you can chart the main character from the story, list the predominant trait of the main character, indicate whether the trait caused or solved the problem and then find
examples from the text to help further illustrate the meaning. Kids need to understand that authors do not give their characters random traits. The traits usually solve or cause a problem in the story. By keeping track of the stories read, your students will be able to notice patterns in characters behavior and how the trait relates to solving or causing a problem. Included in this product is also a
“Tracking Traits In My Books” organizer for your students to use with their independent reading books or their guided reading books.Also, to help kids understand traits it may be a good way to start by identifying their own traits. Included is a sheet for your kids to do that plus give supporting evidence. The traits for second grade are obviously difficult and not part of your students’ speaking or
writing vocabulary. You can help lift the level of their vocabulary by using the vocabulary in your daily conversations with your kids. Example, “Susie is being so considerate by allowing...” Researchers suggest that using the words in everyday context will ensure that the kids will learn their meanings. Teaching vocabulary in isolation to younger students does not guarantee that the students really
know it. Another way to use these cards is in a game of Charades. One fun way to reinforce the meanings with young kids would be to have a student volunteer stand in front of a Promethean board, or another board that could project a given trait. The student volunteer asks questions to the class to try to figure it out. For example, the student might ask, “Is it a negative trait”? Very challenging! Or
you can be thinking of a trait and the kids have to ask 20 questions (yes or no) to figure it out. Of course, all of these need explicit instruction before a game could be played.To Re-cap:20 cards with an illustrated meaning, example, and synonymsColor and black & white chart for student use-stand alone card1 banner "Got Traits?Tracking Traits Across Text chart for classroom useStudent chart for
tracking traits3 additional practice pages for individual usel sign "What's Your Trait?"Thanks for stopping by!LuluYou may also be interested in the following products:Character Traits for first graders! Vocabulary buildingCharacter Traits for Kindergartners! Great for Vocabulary! Use our ‘Dice Roll’ Content Vocabulary Activity as an opportunity to help your students grow their vocabulary skills in
the classroom. One of the challenges of teaching character traits is helping students expand their vocabulary so that they’'re able to best express a character’s attributes. That’s where a character traits list comes in. Providing students with a character traits list offers the support that many learners need as they journey towards widening their character traits vocabulary base. To get the most out
of this character traits list, place some of the words on an anchor chart, use the terms naturally during instruction, and explicitly discuss them when needed. What Are Character Traits? Character traits are words that describe a person’s qualities, beliefs, attributes, behaviors, attitude, and personality. These traits can be negative or positive. Characteristic traits make people who they are. When
someone describes a person, he or she is telling the individual’s character traits. To discover a person’s character traits, observe the person’s dialogue, gestures, actions, feelings, and interactions with others. Related: mentor texts that teach character traits Here you will find a big list of character traits that students may use as they work on character traits activities and lessons. This list of
character traits provides positive and negative examples. The terms are provided in a character traits chart, and you may download a list of these positive and negative character traits in PDF form towards the end of this post. A-D
ABCDactivebashfulcalmdaringadorablebewilderedcapabledecisiveadventurousboldcaringdedicatedaffectionateboringcautiousdelightedafraidbossycharismaticdemandingagreeablebrainycharmingdetailedalarmedbravechattydependablealertbrightcheerfuldeterminedambitiousbrilliantchildishdiscouragedamusingbusycleverdishonestangrybeautifulclumsydisgustedannoyedbelligerentcold-
hearteddisrespectfulanxiouscompassionatedreamerappreciativecompetitivedaintyargumentativeconceitedathleticconfidentattentiveconsiderateawkwardcooperativecourageouscourteouscowardlycruelcuriouscharacter traits list E-H
EFGHeagerfairgeneroushappyeasygoingfaithfulgentlehardworkingefficientfearlessgivinghatefulenchantingfidgetyglamoroushealthyenergeticfiercegloomyhelpfulenthusiasticflexiblegoodheroicexasperatedfoolishgracefulhilariousexcitedforgetfulgratefulhonestexemplaryforgivinggreedyhonorableextraordinaryfortunategrOuchyhopefulfriendlygrumpyhumblefrightenedgulliblehumorousfunfunnyfuriouslist
of character traits for students I-L IJKLignorantjealouskindlazyimaginativejollyknowledgeablelikeableimmaculatejoviallivelyimmaturejoyfullogicalimpatientlonelyimpoliteloudimpulsivelovableindependentlovinginsistentloyalintelligentluckyinterestinginventiveirritatedcharacter traits list M-P MNOPmaturenature
loverobedientpanickedmeannaughtyobnoxiouspatientmessyneatobservantpatrioticmischievousnervousopinionatedpeacefulmiserableniceoptimisticpersistentmoodynobleorganizedpessimisticmysteriousnoisyoriginalpetrifiednurturingoutgoingpickyoutragedplayfuloutspokenpleasantpleasedpolitepopularpowerfulproductiveproudpunctualpuzzled Q-T
QRSTquarrelsomerambunctioussadtalentedquickrationalsarcastictalkativequietrelaxedsatisfiedterrifiedquirkyreliablesecretivethankfulrespectfulselfishthoughtfulresponsibleself-reliantthoughtlessrestlesssensibletimidrowdysensitivetiredserioustolerantshytoughsillytrustingsinceretrustworthyskillfulterribleslysmartsneakysnobbishsociablesorrowfulstingystrictstubbornstudioussuccessfulsweet U-Z
UVWYZuncoordinatedvaluablewarmyoungzanyunderstandingversatilewarm-heartedyouthfulzealousunfriendlyvictoriouswickedunhappyvirtuouswillingunusualvivaciouswarmupbeatvocalwittyupsetworrieduseful Final Thoughts In order for students to have success with understanding character traits, they must first have a strong character traits vocabulary. That’s half the battle! Using this character
traits list, students will now have a great reference to use as they expand their vocabulary of attributes and characteristics. Grab a copy of these two lists: character traits list for kids and list of positive and negative character traits PDF. Grade 2 Character Traits worksheets curated by WorksheetzoneGain instant access to Grade 2 Character Traits Worksheets, a trusted resource for educators and
families alike. Whether you're managing a full classroom or guiding at-home learning, these Grade 2 Character Traits Worksheets offer structured, easy-to-follow worksheets that promote clear skill progression. Each sheet is organized by grade level and learning target, making it simple to find exactly what you need—no more wasting time on inconsistent online freebies. With built-in answer keys
and enrichment prompts, these materials support effective instruction and confident learning. Grade 2 Character Traits Worksheets empowers you to deliver smart, focused practice that meets students where they are and helps them grow. Save time, reduce stress, and prioritize what matters most: meaningful progress and student success. More additional Behavior worksheets Math Reading
Kindergarten Vocabulary Spelling Spelling by Grade Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grammar & Writing Science Science by Grade Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Cursive | Bookstore When introducing character traits, making it relevant to students is the best way to get them interested and engaged. Instead of introducing character traits with a lesson that has students read
other texts and identify traits of different characters, have students think about their own character traits. There are several fun and easy ways to do this with your 2nd grade, 3rd grade, or 4th grade class.This Free Character Traits Mobile is fun, low prep, and makes a great display for Parent-Teacher Conferences or Open House. To complete this lesson, students are asked to choose different
character traits that describe themselves, and then defend their reason for choosing those character traits. To prevent 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade elementary students from describing themselves with mundane character traits like "nice" and "smart," considering display this Character Traits List that includes a variety of character traits that will strengthen your students' vocabulary. After discussing
some of the words that might be unfamiliar to students, the students would choose character traits from that list to include on their mobile. It's amazing how honest students can be! I always expected them to only include positive character traits, but many students were aware of traits that they needed to work on and included words like "bossy," "lazy," and "messy" on their mobiles! Sometimes I
would have these hanging in the classroom during Parent-Teacher conferences, and parents always got a kick out of reading how their children described themselves. Download this freebie here!
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