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lie	(to	rest	in	a	horizontal	position)	+	-ing.	lying	Not	to	be	confused	with	laying.	lying	(plural	lyings)The	act	of	one	who	lies,	or	keeps	low	to	the	ground.1854,	Saint	Augustine,	Expositions	on	the	Book	of	Psalms,	Psalm	LXIV,	translated	by	Philip	Schaff	et	al.But	whom	could	the	lyings	in	wait	of	the	human	heart	escape?	lie	(to	intentionally	give	false
information)	+	-ing.	lying	lying	(plural	lyings)An	act	of	telling	a	lie	or	falsehood.1653,	Jeremy	Taylor,	Twenty-five	Sermons	Preached	at	Golden	Grove;	Being	for	the	Winter	Half-year,[]:	Sermon	XX.	[Apples	of	Sodom;	or,	The	Fruits	of	Sin.]	Part	II.,	in	Reginald	Heber,	editor,	The	Whole	Works	of	the	Right	Rev.	Jeremy	Taylor,	D.D.[],	volume	V,	London:
Ogle,	Duncan,	and	Co.[];	and	Richard	Priestley,[],	published	1822,	OCLC,	page	298:[W]hether	a	man	would	fain	be	pleased	with	sin,	or	be	quiet	and	fearless	when	he	hath	sinned,	or	continue	in	it,	or	persuade	others	to	it,	he	must	do	it	by	false	propositions,	by	lyings,	and	such	weak	discourses	as	none	can	believe	but	such	as	are	born	fools,	or	such	as
have	made	themselves	so,	or	are	made	so	by	others.	lying	(not	generally	comparable,	comparative	more	lying	or	lyinger,	superlative	most	lying	or	lyingest)Tending	to	tell	lies,	untruthful,	mendacious1591	(date	written),	William	Shakespeare,	The	Second	Part	of	Henry	the	Sixt,[],	in	Mr.	William	Shakespeares	Comedies,	Histories,	&	Tragedies.[]	(First
Folio),	London:	[]	Isaac	Iaggard,	and	Ed[ward]	Blount,	published	1623,	OCLC,	[Act	II,	scene	i]:Gloster:	Then,	Saunder,	sit	there,	the	lyingest	knave	in	Christendom.c.	15901592	(date	written),	William	Shakespeare,	The	Taming	of	the	Shrew,	in	Mr.	William	Shakespeares	Comedies,	Histories,	&	Tragedies[]	(First	Folio),	London:	[]	Isaac	Iaggard,	and
Ed[ward]	Blount,	published	1623,	OCLC,	[Act	INDUCTION,	scene	ii]:Sly:	Ask	Marian	Hacket,	the	fat	ale-wife	of	Wincot,	if	she	know	me	not:	if	she	say	I	am	not	fourteen	pence	on	the	score	for	sheer	ale,	score	me	up	for	the	lyingest	knave	in	Christendom.1998,	Charlotte	Vale	Allen,	Mixed	Emotions[1],	Island	Nation	Press	LLC,	ISBN,	page	178:God,	how
you	lie,	skinny!	Youre	about	the	lyingest	woman	Ive	ever	met.	Ill	be	damned	if	Ill	keep	on	asking	questions	when	its	plain	as	day	youre	not	about	to	give	out	any	answers.	lyinglynonlyingtestilyingunlying	lye.	(a	chemical	liquid)	lyingsimple	past	and	past	participle	of	lye	lie	on	Wikipedia.Wikipedia	Health	&	Medicine	Psychology	&	Mental	Health	lying,
any	communicative	act	that	aims	to	cause	receivers	of	the	communication	to	adopt,	or	persist	in,	a	false	belief.	However,	because	of	its	generality,	this	definition	invites	questions	about	its	key	terms.	There	is	no	universally	accepted	definition	of	lying.	Rather,	there	exists	a	spectrum	of	views	ranging	from	those	that	exclude	most	forms	of	deception
from	the	category	of	lying	to	those	that	treat	lying	and	deception	as	different	words	for	the	same	phenomena.	Lying	has	been	of	interest	for	thousands	of	years,	as	is	evidenced	by	its	role	in	literature,	theology,	philosophy,	and,	more	recently,	psychology	and	popular	culture.	Philosophers	from	Plato	(c.	428/427c.	348/347	bce)	onward	have	been
concerned	with	the	nature	of	lyingwhat	it	is	that	distinguishes	lying	from	other	forms	of	deceptive	behaviouras	well	as	questions	concerning	the	morality	or	immorality	of	telling	lies.	In	contrast,	psychologists	have	been	primarily	concerned	with	the	development	of	the	capacity	for	lying	during	childhood,	our	motives	for	lying,	the	incidence	of	lying	in
everyday	life,	and	the	means	by	which	lies	can	be	detected.	According	to	a	paradigmatic	analysis	of	lying,	as	set	out	by	philosophers	such	as	St.	Augustine	(354430	ce),	lies	are	statements	that	the	speaker	believes	to	be	false	and	that	are	intended	to	cause	the	person	toward	whom	they	are	directed	to	accept	them	as	true.	In	this	view,	lies	must	be
assertoric.	That	is,	lies	must	be	in	the	form	of	a	statement,	it	must	be	the	intention	of	the	liar	to	cause	the	target	to	believe	the	content	of	the	assertion,	and	it	must	be	the	case	that	only	persons	can	lie	or	be	lied	to.	In	this	view,	it	is	not	necessary	that	the	content	of	the	assertion	really	be	false,	only	that	the	liar	believes	it	to	be	false.	Suppose	that
Person	A	falsely	believes	that	x	is	true	and	that	y	is	untrue	but	wants	to	convince	Person	B	that	y	is	true	and	therefore	emphatically	tells	Person	B	that	y	is	true.	Person	As	claim	that	y	is	true	is	a	lie	even	though	y	is	factually	true.	Some	theorists	regard	this	condition	as	excessively	strong	and	replace	it	with	the	weaker	claim	that	the	liar	must	not
believe	the	deceptive	utterance	to	be	truea	condition	that	is	subtly	different	from	believing	it	to	be	untruein	which	view	Person	A	might	be	agnostic	about	the	truth	of	x	or	y	and	still	be	lying	when	telling	Person	B	that	y	is	true.	A	further	complication	is	presented	by	examples	in	which	the	deceptive	communicator	utters	what	is	believed	to	be	true	with
the	intention	of	causing	the	listener	to	disbelieve	it.	Suppose	that	Person	A	knows	very	well	that	x	is	true	and	tells	Person	B	that	x	is	true	in	an	ironic	tone	of	voice	in	order	to	cause	Person	B	to	falsely	believe	that	y	or	z	is	true.	Some	philosophers	hold	that	this	sort	of	communicationsometimes	described	as	palteringought	to	be	considered	lying,	even
though	it	does	not	conform	to	the	paradigmatic	definition	of	the	latter.	Other	philosophers	do	not	believe	that	lying	is	confined	to	the	verbal	sphere.	They	contend	that	we	lie	when	we	engage	in	any	communication	(verbal	or	nonverbal)	that	is	intended	to	induce	a	false	belief	in	the	person	toward	whom	the	communication	is	directed.	This	more	liberal
approach	allows	for	lies	of	omissionmisleading	by	refraining	from	asserting	somethingand	also	allows	that	misleading	nonverbal	behaviours	can	count	as	lies	provided	that	they	are	deliberately	undertaken	with	the	intent	to	deceive.	Removing	ones	wedding	ring	so	as	to	give	the	impression	that	one	is	not	married	would	be	an	example	of	such	a	lie.
Expanding	the	definition	of	lying	even	further,	other	philosophers	drop	the	requirement	that	lying	can	only	be	performed	by	persons	and	extend	it	to	other	living	things.	Biologists	have	known	for	well	over	a	century	that	nonhuman	organisms	deceive	one	another.	Many	kinds	of	animals	engage	in	deception,	as	do	plants	and	even	microorganisms.	The
mirror	orchid	(Ophrys	speculum)	produces	blossoms	that	mimic	the	form	and	scent	of	the	female	of	a	species	of	wasp.	This	induces	male	wasps	of	the	species	to	engage	in	pseudo-copulations	with	the	blossoms	and	thereby	transport	pollen	from	flower	to	flower.	If	it	is	legitimate	to	say	that	mirror	orchids	lie	to	wasps,	then	one	must	dispense	with	the
requirement	that	lying	must	be	intentional	as	well	as	the	requirement	that	lies	are	necessarily	attempts	to	induce	false	beliefs.	An	orchid	possesses	sensory	receptive	capabilities	far	more	primitive	than	those	of	a	mammal,	such	as	a	human,	and	it	is	doubtful	that	wasps	are	able	to	form	beliefs.	To	address	these	problems,	an	account	of	lying	that
extends	to	all	living	things	posits	that	lies	have	the	functionrather	than	intentional	aimof	inducing	other	organisms	to	misinterpretrather	than	form	false	beliefs	aboutsome	feature	or	features	of	their	world.	The	words	lay	and	lie	are	similar,	but	not	the	same.	If	youve	ever	been	confused	about	which	word	to	use	and	when	to	use	it,	youre	not	alone.
Here	well	look	at	the	differences	between	the	two	words,	and	how	to	use	them	correctly,	with	examples.Lay	vs.	lie:	Whats	the	difference?The	words	lie	and	lay	have	similar	meanings:lie	means	to	be	in	or	put	yourself	in	a	horizontal	resting	positionlay	means	to	put	someone	or	something	else	in	a	horizontal	resting	positionWhats	the	difference	between
lay	and	lie?	The	word	lay	is	a	transitive	verb,	which	means	it	uses	a	direct	object.	The	word	lie	is	an	intransitive	verb,	which	means	it	does	not	use	a	direct	object.You	lie	down,	but	you	lay	something	down.	Lie	does	not	require	a	direct	object.	Lay	requires	a	direct	object.	The	same	rules	apply	to	laying	and	lying	(never	lieingbeware	of	spelling).	The
past	tense	of	lay	is	laid,	but	be	careful	with	the	past	tense	of	liethere	are	two	options.	Well	dive	into	them	later.	When	to	use	layTo	lay	is	to	set	(or	otherwise	place)	something	in	a	resting	position.	Here	are	a	few	examples	of	lay	in	a	sentence:	I	dont	like	to	lay	my	purse	on	the	floor.	The	dogs	always	lay	their	toys	next	to	their	water	bowls.How	to	use
lieA	lie	is	an	untruth.	However,	its	the	verb	form	of	lie	that	people	find	difficult	to	distinguish	from	lay.	The	verb	lie	can	mean	to	tell	a	falsehood.	Heres	an	example	of	that	version	of	lie	in	a	sentence:	Sometimes	children	lie	to	get	out	of	trouble.If	to	tell	an	untruth	were	the	only	meaning	of	lie,	using	these	two	words	properly	would	be	less	of	a
challenge.	However,	lie	can	also	mean	to	recline	or	to	rest	in	a	flat	position.	Look	at	this	example:	The	fat	cat	likes	to	lie	in	the	sun.How	to	remember	the	difference	between	lay	and	lie(pLAce)	and	(recLIne)This	mnemonic	should	help	you	remember	that	lay,	which	begins	with	the	letters	L-A,	has	a	long	a	sound	like	the	one	in	its	definition:	to	place.	On
the	other	hand,	lie,	which	starts	with	the	letters	L-I,	has	a	long	sound	like	the	one	in	its	definition:	to	recline.How	should	I	use	lay	and	lie?Knowing	the	definitions	of	lay	and	lie	helps,	but	it	doesnt	necessarily	tell	you	exactly	how	to	use	them	in	a	sentence.	Remember,	lay	needs	a	direct	object,	while	lie	never	has	a	direct	object.	Here	are	two	of	the
examples	again	to	show	these	properties	of	lay	and	lie.	I	dont	like	to	lay	my	purse	on	the	floor.In	this	example,	my	purse	is	the	direct	object	of	the	transitive	verb	lay.	The	fat	cat	likes	to	lie	in	the	sun.In	this	sentence,	the	intransitive	verb	lie	stands	alone;	it	has	no	direct	object.Theres	still	one	more	thing	you	need	to	know:	So	far,	weve	been	using	the
verbs	lay	and	lie	in	their	infinitive/present	tense	forms.	But	when	you	are	talking	about	reclining,	the	past	tense	of	lie	is	lay,	which	definitely	contributes	to	the	confusion!	Heres	an	example:	Yesterday,	he	lay	down	to	sleep	at	ten	oclock.	Tonight,	he	wont	lie	down	until	midnight.Laying	vs.	lyingBeware	of	spelling!	The	present	participle	of	lie	is	not
lieing.	The	i	becomes	a	y:	lying.	Here	is	a	mnemonic	to	help	you	tell	laying	and	lying	apart:	If	you	tell	an	untruth,	it	is	a	lie,	not	a	lay;	and	if	you	are	in	the	process	of	telling	an	untruth	you	are	lying,	not	laying.	The	delivery	boy	took	pleasure	in	gingerly	laying	each	newspaper	on	the	stoop.	I	can	always	tell	when	my	friend	is	lying	because	she	bites	her
lip.	I	spend	rainy	days	lying	on	my	couch.	Dont	leave	dirty	clothes	lying	around	the	house.More	conjugations	of	lay	and	lieThe	past	tense	of	lie	(as	in	to	tell	an	untruth)	is	lied.	As	we	mentioned	above,	the	past	tense	of	lie	(as	in	to	recline)	is	lay.	The	past	tense	of	lay	is	laid,	which	is	another	recipe	for	confusion!	To	remember	that	laid	(as	opposed	to	lain,
the	past	participle	of	lie)	is	the	past	tense	of	lay,	just	remember:	Use	a	d	when	there	is	a	direct	object.	Because	you	need	a	direct	object	only	with	lay,	you	will	know	that	the	past	tense	is	laid.	I	laid	the	book	down	to	listen	to	what	my	sister	was	telling	me.In	this	example,	book	is	the	direct	object	of	laid,	the	past	tense	form	of	the	transitive	verb
lay.PresentPastPast	participlelielaylainlaylaidlaidExamples	of	lay	and	lie	I	would	like	to	lie	next	to	him	in	the	dark	and	watch	him	breathe	and	watch	him	sleep	and	wonder	what	hes	dreaming	about	and	not	get	an	inferiority	complex	if	the	dreams	arent	about	me.	Rachel	Cohn	and	David	Levithan,	Nick	&	Norahs	Infinite	Playlist	Man	is	the	only	creature
that	consumes	without	producing.	He	does	not	give	milk,	he	does	not	lay	eggs,	he	is	too	weak	to	pull	the	plough,	he	cannot	run	fast	enough	to	catch	rabbits.	George	Orwell,	Animal	FarmDid	the	examples	help	you	figure	out	the	difference	between	lay	and	lie?	If	you	have	mastered	this	commonly	confused	pair,	try	your	hand	at	loose	vs.	lose	and
entitled	vs.	titled.	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Medical,	Legal,	Financial,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.Related	to	lying:	laying,	Pathological	lying,	lying	down	(lng)v.Present	participle	of	lie1.	(lng)v.Present	participle	of	lie2.adj.	Disposed	to	or	characterized	by	untruth:	a	lying	witness.	See	Synonyms	at	dishonest.American	Heritage	Dictionary	of	the
English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(la)	vb	the	present	participle	and	gerund	of	lie1	(la)	vb	the	present	participle	and	gerund	of	lie2Collins	English	Dictionary	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014
HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(la	)	n.	adj.	2.	telling	or	containing	lies;	deliberately	untruthful.	lying2	(la	)	v.	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.of	pardoners;	company	of
pardoners,	i.e.,	those	who	pardon	or	forgive	sinsBk.	of	St.	Albans,	1486.Dictionary	of	Collective	Nouns	and	Group	Terms.	Copyright	2008	The	Gale	Group,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.See	Also:	BEARING,	BENDING/BENT,	IMMOBILITY,	POSTURE,	SITTING,	SLEEP,	STANDINGLay	as	if	chloroformed	Wallace	StegnerLay	as	still	as	a	fallen	doll	George
GarrettLay	in	bed	like	a	tree	stump	Charles	JohnsonLay	lifeless	as	if	spellbound	Herman	MelvilleLay	like	an	aimlessly	flung	sack	of	bones	Harvey	SwadosLay	on	his	back	rigid	and	ruined,	like	some	stained	window	mannequin	Davis	GrubbLay	on	the	sofa	like	cast-off	silk	stockings	Delmore	SchwartzIn	his	journal	entry	Schwartz	followed	this	with	two
additional	comparisons:	Like	fallen	buildings	like	a	car	over	turned.	Had	he	been	writing	forty	years	later,	he	would	have	been	apt	to	refer	to	pantyhose	instead	of	silk	stockings.See	Also:	ABANDONMENTLay	perfectly	still,	as	if	dead	with	fear	D.	H.	LawrenceLay	rigid,	as	if	she	were	dead	Elizabeth	TaylorLay	rigidly	still,	as	still	as	if	he	were	in	his
coffin	Dorothy	Canfield	FisherLay	side	by	side	like	fish	Lawrence	Durrell(Fallen	and	helpless,	he)	lay	there	like	a	pine	tree	that	has	been	torn	up	by	the	roots	Ellen	GlasgowLay	there..stretched	like	a	corpse	Hugh	WalpoleLay	where	she	was	for	a	few	minutes	like	a	flake	of	foam	Vicki	Baum(Wed)	lie	like	two	sticks	in	bed	Elizabeth	SpencerThe	lovers
like	great	scissors	lay	Delmore	SchwartzSee	Also:	MEN	AND	WOMENSprawled	around	like	shepherds	in	a	frieze	Julia	OFaolainSprawled	like	a	man	who	had	been	threshed	Stephen	CraneSprawling	like	an	exhausted	dog	Mary	HedinSimiles	Dictionary,	1st	Edition.	1988	The	Gale	Group,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart
collection.	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.noun1.	dishonesty,	perjury,	deceit,	fabrication,	guile,	misrepresentation,	duplicity,	fibbing,	double-dealing,	prevarication,	falsity,	mendacity,	dissimulation,	untruthfulness	Lying	is	something	that	I	will	not	tolerate.adjective1.	deceitful,	false,	deceiving,	treacherous,	dishonest,	two-faced,	double-
dealing,	dissembling,	mendacious,	perfidious,	untruthful,	guileful	You	lying,	cowardly	beast!	deceitful	straight,	frank,	reliable,	straightforward,	sincere,	honest,	candid,	truthful,	forthright,	veraciousCollins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002adjectiveThe	American
Heritage	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	Collins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,
1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007	[la]1.	adj	(statement,	story)	falso/a;	(person)	bugiardo/a2.	n	bugie	fpl,	menzogne
fplCollins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995a.	acostado-a;	recostado-a;	extendido-a.	English-Spanish	Medical	Dictionary	Farlex	2012	(ger	de	lie)	adj	(tambin	down)	acostadoEnglish-Spanish/Spanish-English	Medical	Dictionary	Copyright	2006	by	The	McGraw-Hill	Companies,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its
existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	Nikita	was	not	in	his	former	place,	but	something,	already	covered	with	snow,	was	lying	in	the	sledge	and	Vasili	Andreevich	concluded	that	this	was	Nikita.In	the	farthest	corner,	on	a	bench	beside	a	bed	on	which	something
was	lying,	stood	a	tallow	candle	with	a	long,	thick,	and	smoldering	wick.Great	rocks	were	strewn	in	every	direction	as	far	as	the	eye	could	see,	lying	partially	embedded	in	an	impalpable	dust	that	rose	in	clouds	about	him	at	every	step.A	mad	piper,	indeed,	this	spring,	with	his	wonderful	lying	music,--ever	lying,	yet	ever	convincing,	for	when	was
Spring	known	to	keep	his	word?Oh,	but	even	now	I	am	lying!	I	am	lying	because	I	know	myself	that	it	is	not	underground	that	is	better,	but	something	different,	quite	different,	for	which	I	am	thirsting,	but	which	I	cannot	find!Then	the	lying	poet	has	no	place	in	our	idea	of	God?But	for	the	details	of	our	itinerary,	I	am	all	to	seek;	our	way	lying	now	by
short	cuts,	now	by	great	detours;	our	pace	being	so	hurried,	our	time	of	journeying	usually	by	night;	and	the	names	of	such	places	as	I	asked	and	heard	being	in	the	Gaelic	tongue	and	the	more	easily	forgotten.She	made	him	no	answer,	lying	before	him	on	her	bed,	still	half-dressed,	much	as	he	had	seen	her	lying	on	the	floor	of	his	room	last	night.As
he	had	furnished	me	very	sufficiently	with	money	for	the	extraordinary	expenses	of	my	lying	in,	I	had	everything	very	handsome	about	me,	but	did	not	affect	to	be	gay	or	extravagant	neither;	besides,	knowing	my	own	circumstances,	and	knowing	the	world	as	I	had	done,	and	that	such	kind	of	things	do	not	often	last	long,	I	took	care	to	lay	up	as	much
money	as	I	could	for	a	wet	day,	as	I	called	it;	making	him	believe	it	was	all	spent	upon	the	extraordinary	appearance	of	things	in	my	lying	in.After	these	preparations	he	signified	that	the	two	men	should	be	brought	before	him,	and	greeted	them	with	this	salutation:	"What	sort	of	a	king	do	I	seem	to	you	to	be,	O	strangers?'	The	Lying	Traveler	replied,
"You	seem	to	me	a	most	mighty	king."	"And	what	is	your	estimate	of	those	you	see	around	me?'	"These,"	he	made	answer,	"are	worthy	companions	of	yourself,	fit	at	least	to	be	ambassadors	and	leaders	of	armies."	The	Ape	and	all	his	court,	gratified	with	the	lie,	commanded	that	a	handsome	present	be	given	to	the	flatterer.And	now	is	your	spirit
ashamed	to	be	at	the	service	of	your	bowels,	and	goeth	by-ways	and	lying	ways	to	escape	its	own	shame.And	then	the	moonlight	flooded	the	cave,	and	there	before	me	lay	my	own	body	as	it	had	been	lying	all	these	hours,	with	the	eyes	staring	toward	the	open	ledge	and	the	hands	resting	limply	upon	the	ground.	A	lot	of	people	confuse	the	spellings
lieing	and	lying.	This	isnt	really	a	surprise.	Some	verbs	can	get	a	little	bit	confusing.	So,	which	spelling	is	correct?	Should	you	opt	for	lieing	or	lying?	Thats	what	we	want	to	take	a	look	at	on	this	page.	The	word	lieing	is	not	a	word.	It	is	a	common	misspelling	of	the	word	lying.	This	is	due	to	some	people	getting	a	bit	confused	as	to	how	certain	verbs
work	in	English.	The	word	lying	is	the	present	tense	version	of	the	verb	to	lie.	It	is	easy	to	see	why	people	often	use	the	word	lieing	instead	of	lying.	With	most	verbs	in	English,	you	need	to	add	ing	to	the	end	of	them	in	order	to	make	them	present	tense	verbs.	However,	this	doesnt	work	well	with	to	lie	for	a	multitude	of	reasons.	We	have	to	drop	the	ie
and	use	a	y	instead	which,	with	most	accents,	should	give	the	same	sound.	The	word	lying	can,	of	course,	have	multiple	definitions.	The	most	common	of	these	definitions	is	to	either	lay	down	horizontally	on	a	flat	surface,	or	to	tell	an	untruth.	However,	these	are	not	the	only	definitions	of	lie,	and	you	will	often	need	to	look	at	context	to	understand
what	is	going	on.	Because	lieing	is	not	a	word,	you	are	not	able	to	use	it	instead	of	the	word	lying.	Lieing	is	not	a	word.	It	is	a	misspelling	of	the	word	lying.	People,	particularly	non-native	English	speakers,	often	use	lieing	as	they	incorrectly	believe	that	the	present	tense	of	the	verb	to	lie	is	lieing.	It	isnt.	It	is	lying.	We	can	understand	why	people	do
make	this	mistake.	With	some	verbs,	adding	ing	to	the	end	is	going	to	make	sense,	and	you	will	end	up	with	a	real	word.	However,	this	is	not	the	case	with	to	lie.	This	is	because	the	English	language	very	rarely	wants	to	put	two	vowels	together.	Since	ing	begins	with	a	vowel,	we	need	to	make	the	ie	sound	of	lie	into	a	consonant.	This	is	why	we	end	up
with	lying.	So,	is	lieing	a	word?	No,	it	is	not.	It	never	has	been	a	word.	Because	of	this,	we	do	not	have	any	example	sentences	that	we	can	share	with	you.	The	word	lying	is	the	present	tense	version	of	to	lie.	It	means	to	either	be	laying	down	or	to	actually	lie	e.g.	tell	an	untruth	i.e.	a	lie.	The	word	lying	is	often	misspelled	as	lieing.	However,	if	you	see
the	word	lieing,	we	can	assure	you	that	the	usage	is	incorrect.	The	word	lying	has	multiple	definitions.	There	are	two	that	you	are	likely	to	encounter	more	than	any	other.	This	is	how	The	Cambridge	Dictionary	defines	them:	to	be	in	or	move	into	a	horizontal	position	on	a	surface.to	say	or	write	something	that	is	not	true	in	order	to	deceive	someone.
Remember,	the	word	lying	is	the	present	version	of	the	verb	to	lie.	This	means	that	this	person	is	currently	doing	this.	Here	are	some	examples	of	how	to	use	the	word	lying	in	a	sentence:	He	was	lying	in	his	bed.	It	was	very	comfortable.She	was	wondering	whether	her	child	was	lying	to	her.The	ornament	was	lying	on	the	other	side	of	the	room.Lying
is	a	bad	thing	to	do!His	coat	was	lying	exactly	where	he	left	it.	According	to	Google	Ngram	Viewer,	the	word	lying	gets	a	lot	of	use,	while	the	word	lieing	does	not	get	any	use	at	all.	This	is	something	that	does	make	sense.	After	all,	lieing	is	not	a	word.	Since	Google	Ngram	Viewer	tracks	word	usage	through	all	sorts	of	literature,	it	is	never	going	to
appear	as	being	used	often.	If	you	see	the	word	lieing,	it	means	that	somebody	has	misspelled	the	word	lying.	This	normally	happens	with	non-native	English	speakers	who	are	formulating	the	present	tense	of	the	verb	to	lie	incorrectly.	Make	sure	that	you	always	spell	it	lying	when	writing	in	English.	In	todays	digital	world,	choosing	the	right	word	can
make	all	the	difference	in	clear	communication.	Its	easy	to	mix	up	terms,	especially	when	they	sound	similar.	Take	lying	and	lieing,	for	example.	Are	you	using	the	correct	one	in	your	emails,	messages,	and	reports?	Lets	clear	up	the	confusion	once	and	for	all.The	correct	spelling	is	lying,	not	lieing.	When	you	want	to	form	the	present	participle	of	the
verb	lie,	which	means	to	recline	or	rest	in	a	flat	position,	you	add	-ing	to	the	end	of	lie	to	get	lying.	For	example,	He	is	lying	on	the	bed.This	is	different	from	lying,	which	is	also	the	present	participle	of	the	verb	lie,	meaning	to	tell	an	untruth.	Both	uses	share	the	same	spelling	but	have	different	meanings.	For	instance,	She	is	lying	about	her
age.Understanding	the	Right	Spelling:	Is	It	Lying	or	Lieing?When	it	comes	to	English,	spelling	can	sometimes	be	tricky.	Have	you	ever	been	uncertain	about	whether	to	write	lying	or	lieing?	Lets	clear	up	this	common	confusion	with	a	detailed	explanation.Whats	the	Rule?Think	about	the	verb	to	lie.	This	verb	means	to	either	rest	in	a	horizontal
position	or	to	not	tell	the	truth.	When	we	change	the	verb	to	its	present	participle	(that	is,	a	form	of	the	verb	used	for	verbs	that	are	happening	right	now	or	continuously),	we	normally	add	-ing	to	the	end	of	the	base	verb.	However,	in	this	verbs	case,	an	extra	step	involves	more	than	just	adding	-ing.If	a	verb	ends	in	ie	like	to	die	or	to	tie,	we	change
the	ie	to	y	and	then	add	-ing.	This	results	in	dying	and	tying.	On	the	other	hand,	verbs	like	to	lie	follow	the	rule:	drop	the	e	before	adding	-ing.	That	gives	us	lying.Examples	to	Illustrate	The	cat	is	lying	on	the	sofa.	(Here,	lying	refers	to	the	cat	resting	or	reclining.)	She	is	lying	about	where	she	was	last	night.	(In	this	sentence,	lying	means	she	is	not
telling	the	truth.)Why	the	Confusion?Most	of	the	confusion	comes	from	the	fact	that	lie	can	be	two	completely	different	verbs.	Weve	talked	about	the	first	verb	to	lie,	which	means	to	recline	or	not	tell	the	truth.	There	is	also	another	verb	to	lay	which	means	to	put	or	place	something	down.	The	past	tense	of	this	verb	is	actually	laid.	Isnt	that	a	bit
confusing?This	might	make	you	ask:	why	isnt	it	lieing	to	keep	the	spelling	consistent?	Well,	in	English,	specific	spelling	rules	make	learning	the	language	a	bit	of	an	adventure.	Remembering	these	rules	can	help	you	spell	correctly.Some	Tips	to	Remember	the	Correct	FormHere	are	some	tips	that	might	help	you	remember	the	correct	spelling:	Think
about	the	verb	tie.	When	adding	-ing,	it	turns	into	tying.	Similar	adjustment	happens	with	lie	turning	into	lying.	The	word	lie	loses	the	e	to	become	lying,	just	like	hope	becomes	hoping.When	To	Use	LyingNow	that	you	know	the	spelling,	its	important	to	know	when	to	use	it.	You	should	use	lying	whenever	you	are	talking	about	someone	being	in	a
restful	position	or	not	telling	the	truth.	If	someone	is	placing	something	somewhere,	like	a	book	on	a	table,	you	would	use	laying	from	the	verb	to	lay.	Heres	a	simple	example	to	set	it	straight:	He	is	lying	down	because	he	is	tired.	(This	uses	the	to	lie	verb.)	She	is	laying	the	book	on	the	shelf.	(This	uses	the	to	lay	verb.)Summing	It	All	UpTo	wrap	things
up,	always	remember	lying	is	your	go-to	when	referring	to	rest	or	not	telling	the	truth,	and	it	follows	the	simple	rule	of	dropping	the	e.	Next	time	you	find	yourself	writing	about	someone	in	a	horizontal	position	or	being	untruthful,	youll	be	all	set	with	the	correct	spelling!English	might	challenge	us	with	its	rules	and	exceptions,	but	once	you	catch	on
to	these	little	patterns,	youll	find	yourself	becoming	more	confident	in	your	writing.	Does	this	explanation	help	make	things	clearer	for	you?	Unlock	the	Secrets	of	English!	Subscribe	now	and	transform	your	language	skills	with	insider	tips,	tricks,	and	exclusive	content!
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