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Jupiterimages/Comstock/Getty	Images	Earning	a	role	as	a	speaker	at	a	graduation	ceremony	is	an	honor,	whether	you're	the	principal,	a	faculty	member,	a	student	or	the	official	commencement	speaker.	The	commencement	ceremony	is	one	that	graduates	and	their	families	will	remember,	so	you	want	your	speech	to	be	inspirational	and	memorable.
You	should	start	your	speech	by	extending	a	welcome,	which	you	can	do	in	several	ways.	Although	the	focus	of	the	graduation	ceremony	is,	of	course,	on	the	students	who	are	graduating,	you	can	extend	a	welcome	to	everyone	in	attendance,	from	the	graduates	and	faculty	members	to	other	students	to	family	and	friends	in	the	audience.	Kick	off	your
speech	by	addressing	each	of	these	groups	by	name	and	briefly	discussing	the	significance	of	the	event.	This	welcome	idea	brings	all	of	the	groups	in	attendance	together	in	celebration	of	the	graduation.	Everyone	in	attendance	knows	that	the	graduates	are	the	focus	of	the	commencement	ceremony.	What	they	might	forget,	however,	is	the	support
that	family	and	friends	have	provided	to	the	graduates	to	help	them	earn	their	diplomas	or	degrees.	Take	time	in	your	opening	remarks	to	welcome,	in	particular,	the	supportive	family	and	friends	of	the	graduates	who	played	an	integral	role	in	shaping	the	graduates'	success.	Note	the	many	ways	they	have	offered	their	support,	such	as	financially	or
by	helping	students	with	class	assignments.	If	you're	a	student	speaking	at	the	graduation,	you	have	enough	knowledge	of	your	fellow	graduates	to	focus	your	welcoming	remarks	on	them.	Use	inclusive	first-person	language	to	address	your	fellow	graduates	and	reflect	on	how	far	you	have	come	together	since	you	started	school.	Reflect	on	shared
experiences	that	you	had.	Though	you	do	not	directly	address	the	assembled	guests	in	these	welcoming	comments,	they	will	enjoy	hearing	about	the	growth	you	have	experienced	as	students.	An	anecdotal	welcome	works	well	for	a	small	graduation	ceremony	in	which	you	can	find	a	common	thread	among	students,	faculty	and	audience	members.	If
you	are	closely	connected	to	the	graduates,	you	can	tell	a	story	about	their	time	as	students,	their	achievements	or	the	strides	they	have	made	since	enrolling.	Your	speech	can	be	anything	from	humorous	to	sentimental	and	should	be	able	to	engage	the	audience	as	well	as	the	graduates.	Graduations	and	commencements	ceremonies	mark	major
transitional	moments	in	your	life.	They	celebrate	all	the	hard	work	you	put	into	your	education	and	achievements,	and	look	forward	to	the	future.	Through	the	years	of	school,	you’ve	made	new	friends,	developed	new	skills,	and	discovered	new	things	about	yourself.	And	it	can	be	extremely	difficult	to	summarize	these	experiences	into	a	single
graduation	speech.	How	do	you	explain	how	much	the	experience	meant	to	you?	How	do	you	properly	send	off	all	your	incredible	peers?	Don’t	worry–	we’re	here	to	help	you	craft	that	perfect	graduation	speech.	When	you’re	ready	to	put	pen	the	paper,	look	to	our	graduation	speech	ideas	below.	Jump	to:	The	Process	On	Writing	A	Graduation	Speech
Even	if	you	love	to	write,	or	have	a	lot	you	want	to	say–writer’s	block	is	a	common	obstacle	when	it	comes	to	speech	writing.	The	best	way	to	beat	it?	Just	start	writing.	Know	that	your	first	draft	(or	the	ten	or	twenty	after	that)	doesn’t	have	to	be	perfect,	or	even	very	good.	Just	start	writing	all	your	thoughts	down	and	eventually	your	speech	will	start
to	take	shape.	For	specific	guidance	on	speech	writing,	look	to	the	steps	below.	How	To	Start	A	Graduation	Speech	Ready	to	start	writing?	Do	your	best	to	follow	the	guidelines	below:	Find	all	the	inspiration	you	can.	Search	for	and	save	your	favorite	graduation	speeches,	look	for	the	perfect	quotes,	and	try	to	determine	the	key	themes	to	what
inspires	you.	Pick	a	theme.	Once	you’ve	found	all	your	inspiration	sources	and	come	up	with	a	general	idea	of	what	you	want	to	talk	about,	make	a	list	of	key	themes.	Circle	the	one	most	important	to	you.	Write	down	your	favorite	quotes	and	messages,	and	start	planning	where	in	your	speech	you	want	them	to	appear.	Start	off	by	introducing	yourself.
Not	sure	what	to	say?	Use	the	graduation	speech	introduction	examples	below.	Graduation	Speech	Introductions	Examples	“Thank	you	[person	who	introduced	you].	And	thank	you	to	the	students,	teachers,	parents,	and	staff	who	made	these	four	years	everything	that	they	were.”	“It’s	my	honor	today	to	deliver	the	commencement	address	for	this
incredible	student	body.”	“It	is	my	pleasure	to	welcome	students,	families,	and	faculty	to	graduation	day	at	[school’s	name].	Every	one	of	you	have	made	an	impact	on	the	graduates	who	sit	here	today.”	“I	stand	here	before	you,	looking	back	on	four	years	of	legacy	we’ve	all	made	together.”	How	To	Write	A	Graduation	Speech	Once	you’ve	reached	the
body	of	your	speech,	consider	keeping	the	tips	below	in	mind:	Take	time	to	write	out	things	you	want	to	cover.	Don’t	edit	yet,	just	write.	Try	to	stay	as	undistracted	as	possible	while	doing	this	step.	Take	stock	of	your	key	messages	and	favorite	phrases.	Save	these.	Consider	highlighting	them	to	keep	track.	When	in	doubt,	tell	a	story.	Talk	about	your
personal	experiences	and	relate	them	to	the	whole	class.	Check	out	our	graduation	messages	and	wishes	for	special	messages	you	might	want	to	include.	Once	you’ve	exhausted	everything	you	want	to	say,	take	a	break.	Don’t	edit	until	at	least	24	hours	later.	Cut	down	everything	that	you	don’t	absolutely	love.	As	painful	as	it	might	be	to	cut	down
your	work,	it’ll	pay	off	in	the	long	run.	Connect	the	dots,	but	stay	concise	and	to	the	point.	Keep	it	simple.	Repetition	of	key	points	can	help	your	peers	remember	more	of	your	speech.	How	To	End	A	Graduation	Speech	Once	you’re	ready	to	end	your	speech,	use	these	guidelines	to	find	a	memorable	ending.	End	with	something	memorable	that	ties	it
all	together.	This	may	be	a	quotes,	repetition	of	your	central	message,	or	just	a	fun	send	off.	Start	to	edit.	Cut	it	down.	Then	cut	it	down	again.	If	appropriate,	consider	closing	with	one	of	these	graduation	bible	verses.	Have	someone	edit	your	speech	for	you.	A	fresh	pair	of	eyes	makes	a	world	of	difference	when	it	comes	to	editing.	Practice,	practice,
practice.	Even	if	you	have	great	presentation	skills,	only	practice	makes	perfect!	Graduation	Speech	Themes	Looking	for	the	perfect	graduation	speech	theme	to	tie	it	all	together?	Then	check	out	our	favorite	funny,	creative,	and	general	themes	for	graduation	speeches	below:	Funny	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	Touch	on	Current	(School)	Events:	A	lot
can	happen	in	four	years.	Take	the	opportunity	to	reflect	on	past	school	happenings	like	beating	your	rival	school,	an	accidental	mishap	in	one	of	the	science	labs,	or	a	senior	prank.	The	students	will	surely	love	it.	Turn	Humility	to	Wisdom:	Mistakes	turn	into	lessons	learned,	and	humility	can	help	you	turn	funny	and	embarrassing	stories	into	wisdom
for	the	ages.	Share	them	with	your	peers.	Insta-Worthy:	Find	inspiration	for	our	funny	graduation	captions	to	use	for	your	graduation	speech.	Make	it	a	Classic:	Use	the	classic,	hilarious	quotes	from	our	graduation	quotes	and	sayings	resource	to	keep	your	speech	lighthearted	and	fun.	Creative	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	Step	Out	of	Tradition:	Step
away	from	the	traditional	grad	speech	format.	Try	something	like	spoken	word	poetry,	or	using	unique	patterns	and	metaphors	in	your	speech.	Tell	a	Unique	Story:	We’re	always	ready	to	listen	to	new	and	interesting	stories.	What	makes	your	experience	so	unique?	What	lesson	has	it	taught	you?	Children’s	Book	Inspired:	Use	the	classic	children’s
book	quotes	we’ve	found	for	you	to	inspire	a	nostalgia	filled	grad	speech.	A	Class	Anthem:	Use	lyrics	from	a	special	graduation	song	to	inspire	a	full	speech,	and	connect	back	to	the	song	for	a	theme	your	peers	will	love.	Class	President	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	Never	Give	Up:	Inspire	your	class	to	always	keep	striving	for	their	goals	by	utilizing	our
words	of	encouragement.	A	Thankful	Class:	Take	the	chance	of	delivering	the	graduation	speech	to	thank	everyone	who	helped	make	it	happen.	Feel	free	to	browse	our	gratitude	quotes	and	appreciation	quotes	for	help.	Inspire	Them	Until	the	End:	Center	your	commencement	speech	around	a	key	inspirational	idea	or	message.	Visit	our	resource	on
inspirational	quotes	about	life	for	help	finding	one.	Commencement	Speech	Ideas	and	Tips	Want	a	few	final	tips	and	tricks	for	making	your	graduation	speech	extra	special?	We’ve	got	you	covered.	Look	to	our	advice	below:	High	School	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	Look	to	the	future.	Talk	about	the	multitude	of	opportunities	and	possibilities	your	class
has.	Thank	your	teachers	and	parents.	You	can	never	thank	the	adults	in	your	life	enough	for	supporting	and	helping	you	all	these	years.	Recall	class	memories.	Nostalgia	is	a	powerful	tool	that	when	used	well	can	make	a	speech	more	memorable.	Try	not	to	rely	on	pop	culture	references.	Pop	culture	fads	come	and	go,	and	using	them	in	your	speech
might	mean	it	won’t	age	very	well.	Ask	yourself:	what	makes	this	class	unique?	If	you	have	an	answer,	feel	free	to	share	it.	Is	there	anything	you	want	to	say	but	can’t	fit	it	into	your	speech?	If	so,	you	may	know	exactly	what	to	write	in	your	yearbook	for	friends	and	classmates.	8th	Grade	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	Focus	on	the	positive.	Even	if	not
everything	was	always	perfect	in	your	school	experience,	it’s	important	to	focus	on	the	positive	during	a	graduation	speech.	Keep	it	short	and	sweet.	Long	speeches	typically	mean	not	everyone	will	be	able	to	pay	attention.	Keep	it	short	and	to	the	point.	Remember	to	be	inclusive.	Talk	about	things	that	all	of	your	peers	can	relate	to,	not	just	individual
groups.	Elementary	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	Keep	it	short	and	simple.	Use	a	lighthearted	tone-	Don’t	try	to	make	it	too	sentimental.	Keeping	the	kids	happy	means	the	ceremony	will	go	smoother.	Give	examples	and	short	stories	from	the	year.	Elementary	students	usually	connect	to	stories	well	and	this	will	help	keep	their	attention.	Remember	kids
love	to	laugh.	A	joke	here	and	there	might	be	the	perfect	touch.	If	you’re	helping	a	student	write	a	speech,	walk	them	through	it.	It	doesn’t	have	to	be	perfect,	but	their	parents	are	sure	to	love	it.	Resources	Related	to	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	If	you	liked	this	resource	on	graduation	speech	ideas	and	you’re	looking	for	similar	content,	make	sure	to
check	out	our	related	graduation	resources.	★	Lifestyle	ExpertShutterfly	Community	is	here	to	help	capture	and	share	life's	most	important	moments.	Discover	thoughtful	gifts,	creative	ideas	and	endless	inspiration	to	create	meaningful	memories	with	family	and	friends.Visit	their	Website.	You	can	follow	on	Instagram	and	Pinterest.	Writing	a
graduation	speech	sounds	exciting—until	you’re	staring	at	a	blank	page	with	no	clue	where	to	begin.	You	want	to	say	something	meaningful,	maybe	even	funny,	without	sounding	like	a	cliché.	Whether	you’re	the	class	valedictorian	or	just	the	brave	volunteer	with	a	mic,	having	the	right	graduation	speech	ideas	can	make	the	whole	process	feel	way
less	intimidating.	The	goal	is	simple:	connect	with	your	audience,	reflect	on	the	journey,	and	leave	them	with	something	to	remember.	Don’t	worry	if	you’re	stuck—we’ve	rounded	up	smart,	creative	ways	to	help	you	shape	a	speech	that	actually	works.	What	Makes	a	Great	Graduation	Speech	Before	diving	into	what	to	say,	it	helps	to	know	what	makes
a	graduation	speech	truly	land.	The	best	speeches	aren’t	necessarily	the	longest	or	the	most	polished—they’re	the	ones	that	feel	real,	relatable,	and	meaningful.	Here’s	what	to	keep	in	mind	as	you	write	yours:	Make	It	Personal:	Share	your	own	story,	not	someone	else’s.	The	audience	connects	more	when	you	speak	from	experience—whether	it’s	a
moment	of	growth,	a	challenge	you	overcame,	or	a	simple	high	school	memory	that	stuck	with	you.	Keep	It	Relatable:	You’re	not	giving	a	TED	Talk.	Stick	to	shared	experiences	your	classmates	will	understand.	Mention	things	that	everyone	went	through—late-night	cramming,	spirit	weeks,	weird	cafeteria	food,	or	awkward	Zoom	classes.	Add	Humor
Where	It	Fits:	A	little	laughter	goes	a	long	way.	Light	jokes	or	playful	observations	help	ease	nerves	and	keep	people	engaged—but	keep	it	clean	and	avoid	anything	that	could	make	someone	uncomfortable.	Show	Gratitude:	Whether	it’s	teachers,	family,	friends,	or	even	that	one	person	who	always	let	you	copy	their	homework—acknowledge	the
people	who	helped	you	get	to	this	moment.	Speak	With	Purpose:	Every	great	speech	has	a	takeaway.	What	message	do	you	want	people	to	remember	when	it’s	over?	Don’t	try	to	cover	everything—focus	on	one	core	theme	and	build	around	it.	Be	Brief	but	Impactful:	Aim	for	around	3–5	minutes.	Long	enough	to	say	something	meaningful,	short	enough
to	keep	attention.	People	remember	the	feeling	of	a	speech,	not	how	many	words	it	had.	Practice,	But	Don’t	Memorize	Word-for-Word:	Rehearse	it	out	loud	a	few	times	so	it	flows	naturally.	You	don’t	need	to	recite	every	word	perfectly—just	speak	like	you’re	talking	to	a	room	full	of	friends	(because	you	are).	A	great	graduation	speech	doesn’t	need	to
be	perfect—it	just	needs	to	be	you.	Classic	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	These	timeless	ideas	have	been	used	in	graduation	speeches	for	decades—and	for	good	reason.	They	strike	a	balance	between	heartfelt,	respectful,	and	memorable.	If	you’re	unsure	where	to	begin,	classic	themes	are	a	safe	and	solid	foundation	to	build	your	message	around.	–
Reflecting	on	the	Journey	From	Freshman	Year	to	Now	Take	your	audience	back	to	where	it	all	began.	Talk	about	how	awkward,	unsure,	or	excited	you	all	felt	as	freshmen—and	how	far	you’ve	come	since	then.	Highlight	the	growth,	the	small	wins,	and	the	unexpected	turns	that	shaped	your	class	along	the	way.	Example:	“Four	years	ago,	I	got	lost	on
the	first	day	and	accidentally	walked	into	a	junior	chemistry	class.	Today,	I	can	finally	say	I	know	my	way	around—and	not	just	the	school,	but	life	a	little	better	too.”	–	Thanking	Teachers,	Parents,	and	Classmates	Gratitude	never	goes	out	of	style.	Recognizing	the	people	who	supported	you—teachers,	parents,	coaches,	even	classmates—adds	warmth
and	meaning	to	your	speech.	It	also	makes	your	message	feel	less	self-focused	and	more	inclusive.	Example:	“To	the	teachers	who	stayed	after	class	to	explain	something	one	more	time,	and	to	the	parents	who	never	missed	a	game	or	concert—thank	you.	We	wouldn’t	be	standing	here	without	you.”	–	Highlighting	Major	Milestones	or	School	Traditions
Bring	up	key	moments	that	everyone	remembers.	This	could	be	school	dances,	championship	wins,	school	plays,	senior	prank	day,	or	even	moments	that	went	totally	off	script.	These	shared	experiences	help	the	whole	audience	feel	connected.	Example:	“I’ll	never	forget	how	we	all	came	together	for	the	homecoming	float—even	though	it	rained	the
entire	day	and	half	the	decorations	melted	off.	It	wasn’t	perfect,	but	it	was	us,	and	that	made	it	unforgettable.”	–	Talking	About	Growth	and	Lessons	Learned	Graduation	is	a	natural	moment	for	reflecting	on	lessons—both	academic	and	personal.	Talk	about	how	you’ve	grown	as	a	person	and	what	you’ve	learned	about	life,	friendships,	or	resilience
during	your	school	years.	Example:	“I	used	to	think	success	meant	never	failing	a	test.	Now	I	know	it’s	about	failing,	learning,	and	coming	back	stronger.	Some	of	our	biggest	lessons	didn’t	happen	in	a	classroom—and	those	are	the	ones	we’ll	carry	forward.”	Funny	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	If	making	your	audience	laugh	feels	more	natural	than
getting	all	sentimental,	lean	into	that	strength.	Humor	is	a	powerful	way	to	keep	people	engaged—just	keep	it	clean,	friendly,	and	school-appropriate.	The	best	funny	speeches	are	the	ones	that	make	people	smile	and	think	at	the	same	time.	–	Poking	Fun	at	Senior	Year	Clichés	or	Virtual	Classes	Senior	year	is	full	of	classic	clichés—from	senioritis	to
late	assignments	and	group	projects	that	were	mostly	solo	efforts.	Making	jokes	about	the	stuff	everyone	experienced	adds	humor	without	picking	on	anyone	specific.	Example:	“Senior	year	taught	me	three	important	things:	how	to	write	a	1,000-word	essay	in	45	minutes,	how	to	look	like	I’m	listening	on	Zoom	while	actually	eating	cereal,	and	that	Wi-
Fi	going	out	is	a	valid	excuse—every	time.”	–	Sharing	Harmless	Classroom	Bloopers	or	Inside	Jokes	Funny	classroom	moments	or	harmless	slip-ups	are	comedy	gold.	Whether	it	was	a	fire	drill	in	the	middle	of	a	test,	or	a	teacher	who	kept	forgetting	names,	small	moments	like	these	remind	everyone	of	the	shared	chaos.	Example:	“I’d	like	to	thank	Mr.
Thompson,	who	spent	half	the	semester	calling	me	‘Brandon’—which	isn’t	my	name—but	after	a	while,	I	just	went	with	it.	Brandon’s	graduating	too,	I	guess.”	–	Adding	Clever	“Advice”	Like	“Never	Trust	a	Printer”	Fake	advice	disguised	as	wisdom	gets	laughs	and	shows	your	personality.	Mix	a	few	silly	tips	in	with	serious	ones	to	keep	things	fun	and
unexpected.	Example:	“Here’s	what	I’ve	learned:	never	trust	a	group	project,	never	trust	a	school	printer,	and	never	trust	anyone	who	says,	‘This	will	only	take	five	minutes.’”	–	Lighthearted	Comparisons	Like	“High	School	Was	a	Group	Project…”	Creative	metaphors	with	a	funny	twist	can	deliver	a	laugh	and	still	make	a	point.	Compare	high	school	to
something	completely	unrelated—and	break	it	down	piece	by	piece.	Example:	“High	school	was	like	a	group	project—some	people	did	all	the	work,	some	people	didn’t	show	up,	and	someone	still	managed	to	bring	snacks.	But	somehow,	we	made	it	to	the	finish	line.”	Inspirational	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	Sometimes	all	people	need	is	a	little	spark	of
encouragement—and	graduation	day	is	the	perfect	time	to	deliver	it.	An	inspiring	message	doesn’t	have	to	be	overly	serious	or	emotional.	You	just	need	something	real,	uplifting,	and	easy	for	others	to	connect	with.	These	ideas	help	leave	your	audience	with	hope,	motivation,	and	maybe	even	a	few	goosebumps.	–	Using	a	Favorite	Quote	or	Lyric	as
Your	Theme	A	quote	or	song	lyric	can	be	the	perfect	anchor	for	your	message.	It	gives	you	something	to	build	around,	and	it	often	says	what	you’re	feeling	better	than	you	could’ve	put	into	words	yourself.	Example:	“As	Taylor	Swift	once	said,	‘I	don’t	know	about	you,	but	I’m	feeling	22.’	Okay,	maybe	not	yet—but	her	line	reminds	us	to	celebrate	this
moment,	feel	everything	fully,	and	not	rush	into	adulthood	too	fast.”	–	Talking	About	Overcoming	Challenges	Everyone	in	the	audience	has	faced	obstacles—big	or	small.	Sharing	your	own	challenge	and	how	you	grew	from	it	can	make	your	speech	more	powerful	and	human.	It	shows	strength,	not	just	success.	Example:	“There	was	a	time	I	thought	I’d
never	pass	chemistry.	I	failed	a	test,	cried	in	the	bathroom,	and	almost	gave	up—but	I	didn’t.	And	that’s	what	matters.	Not	the	grade,	but	the	bounce	back.”	–	Encouraging	Others	to	Follow	Their	Passions	When	people	graduate,	there’s	pressure	to	figure	everything	out.	Reminding	them	that	it’s	okay	to	explore	and	chase	what	truly	excites	them	can	be
incredibly	reassuring.	Example:	“You	don’t	have	to	know	where	you’ll	be	in	five	years.	You	just	have	to	know	what	makes	you	feel	alive—and	be	brave	enough	to	follow	it,	even	if	it	doesn’t	come	with	a	clear	map.”	–	Sharing	a	Story	That	Taught	You	Something	Valuable	Personal	stories	are	some	of	the	most	memorable	parts	of	a	speech.	When	you
connect	it	to	a	meaningful	takeaway,	it	stays	with	your	audience	long	after	the	ceremony	ends.	Example:	“I	once	got	stuck	presenting	in	front	of	the	whole	class	when	my	slides	didn’t	load.	I	panicked—but	I	kept	going.	That	moment	taught	me	something	no	textbook	ever	could:	confidence	doesn’t	mean	having	it	all	together.	It	means	moving	forward
anyway.”	Unique	and	Creative	Approaches	If	you	want	your	speech	to	stand	out,	go	beyond	the	usual	format.	A	creative	approach	grabs	attention	and	adds	your	unique	voice	to	the	moment.	Whether	it’s	the	structure,	tone,	or	style,	these	ideas	let	you	tell	your	story	in	a	way	no	one	else	will.	–	Writing	Your	Speech	as	a	Letter	to	Your	Future	Self	A
letter	format	adds	a	personal	and	reflective	tone	while	still	delivering	a	clear	message.	It’s	like	a	time	capsule	of	where	you	are	now,	full	of	hope	and	uncertainty.	Example:	“Dear	Future	Me,	I	hope	you	still	remember	the	nerves	you	felt	today,	the	people	who	stood	beside	you,	and	the	dreams	you	had—before	life	got	too	loud	to	hear	them.”	–
Organizing	It	as	“Top	5	Things	I	Learned	in	School”	Lists	are	familiar,	easy	to	follow,	and	fun	to	write.	You	can	mix	serious	lessons	with	funny	or	unexpected	ones	to	keep	the	audience	guessing.	Example:	“#3:	If	you’re	late	to	class	but	walk	in	confidently	with	a	coffee,	people	just	assume	you	had	a	meeting.	Confidence	works	wonders.”	–	Using
Metaphors	(Like	a	Road	Trip,	Movie	Script,	or	Video	Game)	Framing	your	experience	with	a	metaphor	makes	your	speech	feel	creative	and	themed.	It	lets	you	explain	challenges,	lessons,	and	achievements	in	a	fresh	way.	Example:	“Graduating	is	like	finishing	a	video	game	level—you’ve	survived	the	obstacles,	learned	the	cheat	codes,	and	now	you’re
off	to	face	the	boss	level	called	adulthood.”	–	Adding	a	Short	Poem	or	Original	Line	to	Close	With	Impact	A	strong	closing	line	can	make	your	speech	stick	in	people’s	minds.	If	you	like	writing,	end	with	a	short	poem	or	original	quote	that	wraps	up	everything	you	said.	Example:	“So	here’s	to	the	ones	who	stumbled	and	stood	tall,	To	the	ones	still
finding	their	path—that’s	the	bravest	move	of	all.”	We,	the	graduating	class,	are	thrilled	to	stand	before	you	today	and	extend	a	heartfelt	welcome	to	our	families,	friends,	teachers,	and	fellow	students.	This	moment	marks	the	culmination	of	years	filled	with	late-night	study	sessions,	shared	laughter,	and	the	challenges	that	have	shaped	us	into	the
individuals	we	are	now.	As	we	reflect	on	our	journey,	we're	grateful	for	the	encouragement	from	our	mentors	who	pushed	us	to	reach	new	heights	and	the	unwavering	support	from	our	loved	ones	who	believed	in	us	every	step	of	the	way.	Together,	we've	grown	through	collaboration	and	resilience,	turning	obstacles	into	opportunities	for	learning	and
growth.	Let's	celebrate	this	milestone	as	a	community,	honoring	the	bonds	we've	formed	and	the	bright	futures	that	lie	ahead	for	each	of	us.Welcome	everyone—fellow	graduates,	families,	friends,	teachers,	and	special	guests—to	this	exciting	graduation	celebration.	We're	honored	to	stand	here	as	students,	sharing	in	the	joy	of	this	milestone	that
reflects	our	hard	work,	late-night	study	sessions,	and	unforgettable	moments	together.	Today,	we	celebrate	not	just	the	end	of	one	chapter,	but	the	start	of	endless	possibilities	ahead.	To	our	classmates,	a	heartfelt	congratulations	for	pushing	through	challenges	and	achieving	this	success.	To	our	families	and	teachers,	thank	you	for	your	unwavering
support	and	guidance—it's	because	of	you	that	we're	here.	Let's	embrace	this	day	with	pride,	gratitude,	and	excitement	for	the	future.	Here's	to	new	adventures!Dear	graduates,	parents,	and	esteemed	guests,	it	is	my	honor	as	your	teacher	to	extend	a	warm	welcome	to	this	joyous	graduation	ceremony.	Today	marks	the	culmination	of	your	dedication,
perseverance,	and	growth	throughout	your	academic	journey.	We	celebrate	not	only	your	academic	successes	but	also	the	resilience	you've	shown	in	facing	challenges	and	the	kindness	you've	demonstrated	to	one	another.	As	you	step	into	the	next	chapter	of	your	lives,	carry	with	you	the	lessons	learned	and	the	memories	shared.	You	have	made	us	all
proud,	and	we	look	forward	to	hearing	about	your	future	accomplishments.	Let	us	cherish	this	moment	together	as	we	honor	your	achievements.Good	evening,	esteemed	guests,	faculty	members,	proud	families,	and	most	importantly,	our	graduating	class.	On	behalf	of	[School/University	Name],	I	am	honored	to	extend	a	warm	welcome	to	this
celebration	of	your	hard	work,	perseverance,	and	achievements.	Today	marks	the	culmination	of	your	academic	journey,	and	we	are	thrilled	to	share	in	this	milestone	with	you	as	you	step	into	new	beginnings.Ladies	and	gentlemen,	welcome	to	our	graduation	ceremony!	To	our	graduates,	congratulations	on	reaching	this	incredible	moment.	We	gather
here	today	to	honor	your	dedication	and	the	obstacles	you've	overcome.	As	we	kick	off	the	festivities,	let	us	reflect	on	the	shared	experiences	that	have	brought	us	together—late-night	study	sessions,	inspiring	lectures,	and	the	unbreakable	bonds	formed	along	the	way.	Thank	you	for	making	this	day	possible.Hello	everyone,	and	a	heartfelt	welcome	to
our	graduates	of	[Year],	along	with	your	supportive	families	and	dedicated	educators.	This	occasion	is	a	testament	to	your	resilience	and	growth,	and	we	are	excited	to	commence	the	celebrations.	Let's	embrace	the	energy	in	the	room	as	we	acknowledge	the	collective	effort	that	has	led	to	this	proud	day.	Here's	to	new	opportunities	and	endless
possibilities	ahead!Dear	graduates,	esteemed	colleagues,	proud	parents,	and	honored	guests,What	a	joyous	occasion	it	is	to	stand	before	you	all	on	this	graduation	day,	marking	the	culmination	of	years	of	hard	work,	dedication,	and	growth.	As	your	teacher,	I	am	filled	with	immense	pride	witnessing	the	remarkable	individuals	you	have	become—
curious	minds,	resilient	spirits,	and	compassionate	hearts	that	have	enriched	our	school	community.Throughout	your	time	with	us,	I've	seen	you	overcome	challenges,	collaborate	on	projects,	and	discover	your	passions.	You've	turned	setbacks	into	stepping	stones	and	dreams	into	realities,	reminding	us	all	of	the	power	of	perseverance	and	kindness.
Today,	as	you	step	into	the	world	beyond	these	walls,	carry	forward	the	lessons	we've	shared:	embrace	lifelong	learning,	seek	out	new	adventures,	and	always	lend	a	hand	to	those	around	you.This	milestone	is	not	just	an	end	but	a	new	beginning,	and	we	are	confident	that	you	will	shine	brightly	in	whatever	path	you	choose.	On	behalf	of	the	faculty,
thank	you	for	the	memories	and	the	inspiration	you've	given	us.	Here's	to	your	future—may	it	be	filled	with	endless	possibilities	and	success.We	are	delighted	to	extend	a	warm	welcome	to	all	the	graduates,	their	families,	teachers,	and	special	guests	at	this	elementary	school	graduation.	Today	marks	a	joyful	milestone	as	our	young	students	celebrate
their	achievements	and	the	end	of	an	exciting	chapter	filled	with	learning,	laughter,	and	growth.	Let's	take	a	moment	to	recognize	the	hard	work	these	children	have	put	into	their	studies,	the	creativity	they've	shown	in	their	projects,	and	the	friendships	they've	built	along	the	way.	This	day	is	a	testament	to	their	curiosity	and	determination,	setting
the	stage	for	even	greater	adventures	ahead.	Thank	you	for	being	here	to	share	in	this	memorable	occasion.Dear	fellow	graduates,	teachers,	parents,	and	honored	guests,Today,	we	gather	to	celebrate	the	hard	work,	dedication,	and	growth	that	have	defined	our	journey	through	school.	As	students,	we've	shared	late-night	study	sessions,	group
projects	that	tested	our	patience,	and	moments	of	triumph	that	made	it	all	worthwhile.	This	graduation	marks	not	just	an	end,	but	a	stepping	stone	to	new	opportunities	and	adventures	ahead.We've	learned	so	much	from	each	other—from	the	quiet	determination	of	our	classmates	to	the	inspiring	guidance	of	our	mentors.	Let's	take	a	moment	to
appreciate	the	friendships	forged	and	the	challenges	overcome,	as	they	shape	who	we	are	becoming.Now,	as	we	move	forward,	we	carry	the	spirit	of	this	community	with	us,	ready	to	face	the	world	with	confidence	and	enthusiasm.Dear	graduates,	esteemed	colleagues,	proud	parents,	and	honored	guests,As	we	come	together	on	this	joyous	occasion,	I
want	to	extend	a	warm	welcome	to	each	of	you.	It	is	with	great	pride	that	I	stand	before	the	class	of	[Year],	celebrating	your	incredible	journey	and	well-deserved	accomplishments.Throughout	these	years,	I	have	witnessed	your	growth,	resilience,	and	determination.	From	the	first	day	of	class	to	this	momentous	day,	you	have	embraced	challenges,
formed	lasting	friendships,	and	acquired	knowledge	that	will	shape	your	futures.	Your	hard	work	has	not	only	met	our	expectations	but	often	exceeded	them,	and	for	that,	we	are	truly	grateful.Today,	as	you	step	into	the	next	chapter	of	your	lives,	remember	the	values	you've	learned	here:	curiosity,	integrity,	and	compassion.	Carry	them	forward	as
you	pursue	your	dreams,	whether	in	further	studies,	careers,	or	personal	endeavors.Let	us	cherish	this	shared	moment	of	celebration,	reflecting	on	the	memories	we've	created	together.	Congratulations	to	each	of	you—here's	to	your	bright	and	promising	futures!	Giving	a	meaningful	and	motivational	graduation	speech	is	a	big	responsibility.	This	is
your	chance	to	inspire	hundreds,	maybe	even	thousands	of	individuals	to	move	confidently	into	the	next	leg	of	their	lives.	Being	selected	as	a	commencement	speaker	is	a	great	recognition,	but	the	responsibility	can	be	intimidating.	How	do	you	know	what	kind	of	message	will	hit	home	for	the	graduates	at	this	point	in	their	lives?	How	do	you	make
your	message	stand	out	from	other	words	of	wisdom	that	the	graduating	class	has	heard	before?	Fortunately,	there	are	many	incredible	graduation	speeches	from	which	you	can	pull	information.	We’ve	gathered	15	of	the	best	graduation	speech	examples	here	to	make	your	research	and	brainstorming	process	easier.	A	little	studying	can	give	you
ideas	for	the	perfect	graduation	speech	topic	and	help	you	write	your	speech	efficiently.	In	this	article:Graduation	Speech	ExamplesGraduation	Speech	Template	Take	note	of	the	flow	and	structure	of	the	examples,	and	let	them	guide	you	in	creating	your	own	graduation	speech	outline.	Remember	to	practice	your	speech	and	memorize	the	bulk	of	it
so	you’re	able	to	deliver	with	confidence.	With	a	strong	theme	and	plenty	of	practice,	you’re	sure	to	gain	the	audience’s	attention	and	leave	them	inspired.	Graduation	Speech	Examples	Here	are	15	free	graduation	speech	examples	to	gain	inspiration	from.	If	you	like	a	style	or	message	of	a	sample	speech,	use	it	as	a	model	to	create	your	own	original
version.	Can	We	Write	Your	Speech?	Get	your	audience	blown	away	with	help	from	a	professional	speechwriter.	Free	proofreading	and	copy-editing	included.	1.	Funny	Valedictorian	Speech	This	valedictorian	entertains	the	audience	of	his	high	school	graduation	speech	with	subtle,	kind-hearted	jokes	that	reflect	the	graduating	class	and	the	school
faculty.	The	graduation	speaker	has	a	sentimental	theme	to	his	speech,	but	his	light	humor	ensures	that	the	presentation	is	both	meaningful	and	memorable.	“You	see,	this	is	not	goodbye.	This	is	see	you	in	two	to	10	years	when	I’m	significantly	smarter,	wealthier,	funnier,	and	more	handsome	than	I	am	right	now.”	2.	College	Graduation	Speech
Example:	Conan	O’Brien	at	Dartmouth	College	You	don’t	have	to	be	a	famous	comedian	to	deliver	a	funny	graduation	speech,	but	let	Conan	O’Brien’s	speech	at	Dartmouth	College	serve	as	a	good	model	to	create	your	own.	Intertwining	life	advice	and	great	jokes,	O’Brien	inspires	graduates	to	get	past	failure	and	pave	their	own	paths.	“Today	I	tell	you
that	whether	you	fear	it	or	not,	disappointment	will	come.	The	beauty	is	that	through	disappointment,	you	can	gain	clarity,	and	with	clarity	comes	conviction	and	true	originality.”	3.	Preschool	Graduation	Speech	This	preschool	graduation	speech	is	a	great	example	for	teachers	who	need	to	give	a	commencement	address.	A	speech	for	a	preschool	or
kindergarten	graduation	is	different,	in	that	the	speaker	is	mostly	communicating	to	the	parents	of	the	graduates.	This	preschool	teacher	delivers	a	meaningful	speech	that	explains	the	joy	in	her	job,	while	touching	on	the	humorous	things	the	students	have	said	over	the	months.	“Tomorrow	I	give	you	back	your	child,	the	same	child	you	entrusted	in
my	care	last	fall,	except	now	I	give	them	back	to	you	pounds	heavier,	inches	taller…	I	give	them	back	to	you	a	little	smarter,	a	little	more	mature,	and	a	little	more	responsible	than	they	were	10	months	ago.”	4.	David	Foster	Wallace	Kenyon	College	Commencement	Speech	In	what	is	recognized	as	one	of	the	best	graduation	speeches	of	all	time,	David
Foster	Wallace	affirms	to	a	class	of	liberal	arts	students	that	their	education	taught	them	how	to	think	and	how	to	be	self-aware.	“The	only	thing	that’s	capital-T	True	is	that	you	get	to	decide	how	you’re	gonna	try	to	see	it.	This,	I	submit,	is	the	freedom	of	a	real	education,	of	learning	how	to	be	well-adjusted.	You	get	to	consciously	decide	what	has
meaning	and	what	doesn’t.	You	get	to	decide	what	to	worship.”	5.	Middle	School	Graduation	Speech	A	class	president	delivers	a	heartwarming	message	in	a	storytelling	format	at	his	middle	school	graduation	ceremony.	“Once	upon	a	time,	three	long	years	ago,	a	journey	began.	We	were	obedient	little	munchkins,	climbing	up	stairs	meant	for	giants,
carrying	heavy	backpacks	filled	with	every	sort	of	colored	pencil	existing	on	this	earth.”	6.	University	of	Wisconsin-Madison	Commencement	Speech	2017	Steven	Levitan,	creator	of	the	award-winning	show	“Modern	Family,”	was	the	commencement	speaker	at	the	University	of	Wisconsin-Madison	for	the	graduating	class	of	2017.	This	is	a	good
example	to	follow	if	you’re	an	alum	of	the	college	you’re	presenting	to.	“It’s	hard	to	believe	I	graduated	here	33	years	ago.	I	still	have	the	official	university	photo	of	me	receiving	my	diploma	wearing	only	shorts	under	my	cap	and	gown	and	holding	a	big	bottle	of	champagne,	as	if	to	say,	‘Hey	world,	lower	your	expectations.'”	7.	Mark	Zuckerberg’s
Harvard	University	Commencement	Speech	Successful	people	are	often	chosen	as	commencement	speakers	for	university	graduation	ceremonies.	See	how	the	CEO	and	founder	of	Facebook	is	able	to	portray	humility	in	relating	to	the	2017	graduating	class	at	Harvard	University.	“I’m	honored	to	be	with	you	today	because,	let’s	face	it,	you
accomplished	something	I	never	could.	If	I	get	through	this	speech,	it’ll	be	the	first	time	I	actually	finish	something	at	Harvard.	Class	of	2017,	congratulations!”	8.	Al	Roker’s	Commencement	Speech	at	Champlain	College	Upon	receiving	his	doctorate	degree	of	humane	letters,	the	“Today	Show”	weather	anchor	delivered	an	inspirational	speech	to	the
graduating	class.	Roker	speaks	to	the	class’s	generation	and	relates	his	graduation	speech	topic	back	to	his	own	upbringing.	“Be	in	the	moment.	Stop	living	through	your	screen.	Experience	it	now.”	9.	Steve	Jobs’	Commencement	Speech	at	Stanford	University	The	Apple	CEO’s	commencement	speech	at	2005	to	the	graduating	class	at	Stanford
University	is	one	of	the	classics.	Jobs	tells	stories	about	his	own	experiences	with	dropping	out	of	college,	being	fired	from	Apple,	and	being	diagnosed	with	cancer.	“Your	time	is	limited,	so	don’t	waste	it	living	someone	else’s	life.	Don’t	be	trapped	by	dogma	—	which	is	living	with	the	results	of	other	people’s	thinking.	Don’t	let	the	noise	of	the	other
opinion	drown	out	your	own	inner	voice.	And,	most	important,	have	the	courage	to	follow	your	heart	and	intuition.”	10.	Elementary	School	Graduation	Speech	This	fifth-grade	class	speaker	relates	her	teacher’s	message	to	a	lesson	from	her	grandfather	as	her	opening	hook.	“To	survive	the	fifth	grade	is	not	barely	making	it	through.	Instead,	to	survive
means	to	perform	with	distinction.	11.	Ellen	Degeneres	Commencement	Speech	at	Tulane	University	The	famous	talk	show	host	and	comedian	Ellen	Degeneres’s	commencement	speech	at	Tulane	University	is	a	great	example	of	how	a	guest	speaker	can	identify	with	her	audience.	“It	was	so	important	for	me	to	lose	everything	because	I	found	what
the	most	important	thing	is.	The	most	important	thing	is	to	be	true	to	yourself.”	12.	University	of	Texas	at	Austin	2014	Commencement	Address	Rear	Admiral	William	H.	McRaven	aims	to	inspire	his	audience	right	from	the	beginning.	The	rear	admiral	encourages	the	graduating	class	to	change	the	world,	relating	everyday	life	struggles	to	those	of	the
people	in	the	military.	“If	you	want	to	change	the	world,	start	off	by	making	your	bed.”	13.	Matthew	McConaughey	Commencement	Speech	Oscar-winning	actor	Matthew	McConaughey	drew	from	his	own	personal	story	to	deliver	an	inspirational	commencement	speech	at	the	University	of	Houston.	McConaughey	gives	the	graduating	class	13	life
lessons,	including	to	define	success	for	yourself	and	find	joy	in	your	work.	“Prioritize	who	you	are	and	who	you	want	to	be.	Don’t	spend	time	with	anything	that	antagonizes	your	character.”	14.	Commencement	Address	by	Jim	Carrey	In	his	commencement	address	at	Maharishi	University	of	Management,	actor	Jim	Carrey	tells	an	emotional	personal
story.	Carrey	uses	emotion	to	encourage	the	graduating	class	to	walk	their	own	path	and	never	settle	in	life.	“Your	need	for	acceptance	can	make	you	invisible	in	this	world.	Don’t	let	anything	stand	in	the	way	of	the	light	that	shines	through	this	form.	Risk	being	seen	in	all	of	your	glory.”	15.	Stephen	Colbert’s	Commencement	Speech	at	Wake	Forest
University	The	famous	comedian	delivers	a	witty	and	funny	graduation	speech,	offering	students	practical	advice	for	the	real	world.	“And	if	there’s	one	thing	you	need	even	more,	it’s	your	own	set	of	standards.	It	may	seem	counterintuitive	now,	but	once	you	leave	here,	you	may	miss	being	graded	on	all	your	work.	Because	when	you’re	out	of	school,
there	are	no	objective	criteria	for	achievement	anymore.”	16.	Inspiring	Graduation	Speech	In	this	remarkable	graduation	speech,	the	class	valedictorian	makes	a	political	statement	by	publicly	revealing	her	status	as	an	undocumented	immigrant.	The	speech	starts	out	with	jokes,	but	turns	into	a	moving	performance	that’s	as	powerful	as	it	is	fun	to
watch.	“To	each	and	every	single	one	of	you,	I	say	thank	you.	You	taught	me	that	it’s	okay	to	be	different	and	that	there	will	always	be	people	willing	to	overlook	those	differences	and	accept	you	for	being	yourself.”	17.	Funny	Graduation	Speech	This	class-elected	graduation	speaker	has	the	perfect	delivery	of	well-crafted	jokes	and	one-liners
throughout	her	speech.	She	keeps	the	whole	class	laughing	and	never	misses	a	beat.	“I’d	be	lying	if	I	said	I	wasn’t	looking	forward	to	pursuing	an	additional	4-year	education	–	which	I	can’t	afford.”	18.	Moving	Graduation	Speech	This	college	graduation	speech	educates	listeners	about	women’s	education	through	the	eyes	of	the	speaker,	who
encountered	resistance	to	seeking	an	education	just	because	she	was	a	woman.	It’s	nearly	impossible	to	listen	to	this	speech	without	feeling	moved	to	take	action.	“I	couldn’t	have	imagined	attending	college,	simply	because	we	weren’t	allowed	to.	My	sisters	weren’t	allowed	to;	the	girls	before	me	weren’t	allowed	to.”	19.	Funny	Graduation	Speech
This	graduation	speech	by	the	senior	class	president	is	humorous	and	engaging.	The	class	president	reminisces	with	plenty	of	jokes	in	a	speech	full	of	fun	memories	and	just	the	right	amount	of	inspiration.	“I	know	we	can	all	agree	that	this	class	is	resilient.	We	survived	an	earthquake,	two	blackouts,	and	Ebola.”	20.	Short	Graduation	Speech
Graduation	ceremonies	can	be	long,	but	the	speeches	don’t	have	to	be.	This	short	graduation	speech	uses	an	“ABCs	of	life”	format	to	pack	a	lot	of	power	into	a	short	amount	of	time.	The	class	president	gets	wild	applause	from	the	audience	for	his	quick	but	clever	speech.	“We	must	Q	–	quit	quitting,	and	R	–	run	the	race	with	patience.”	Graduation
Speech	Template	Thank	teachers	and	your	parents	or	other	family	members	for	their	support,	encouragement,	help,	aid	or	personal	assistance	during	your	years	of	studying.	Praise	accomplishments	and	achievements	of	the	class.	Reflect	upon	the	past	years,	what	has	changed	and	is	interesting	enough	to	share	with	all?	Mention	funny	and	exciting
events,	you	can	opt	for	funny	oneliners	or	even	small	innocent	jokes,	poems	or	quotations	from	famous	people	if	you	like.	Motivate	your	fellow	students	and	teachers	and	professors	to	look	to	the	bright	future:	I	continue	with	the	10	most	wanted	and	popular	graduation	speech	topics:	Give	advice,	but	avoid	boring	cliches	that	are	totally	not	surprising.
Entertain	by	telling	humorous	anecdotes	and	vivid	stories.	Offer	an	account	of	an	interesting	or	humorous	incident.	Express	the	feelings	of	the	class.	But	do	not	go	over	the	top.	Say	farewell	to	all	attendees.	This	acknowledgment	at	parting	is	the	warming-up	for	the	next	and	final	step	Wish	the	graduates	of	your	class	all	the	best	and	thank	them	for
listening.	Don’t	forget	to:	Thank	the	parents	and	family.		Have	your	class	honor	them	with	applause.	Not	only	have	they	made	sure	you	showed	up	to	school,	there’s	a	host	of	other	responsibilities	that	parents	have	sacrificed	to	accomplish	for	you.	Now	is	your	moment	to	focus	on	them	for	a	minute	or	so.	Thank	the	teachers	and	administrators.		Each
teacher	or	professor	works	many	long	hours	that	you	don’t	see	in	the	classroom,	and	many	have	poured	their	hearts	and	lives	into	teaching.	Take	this	moment	to	make	it	worth	it	for	them.	Use	some	of	my	vote	of	thanks	example	expressions	to	feed	you	imagination	for	topics	for	graduation	speech	a	little	bit.	Make	the	address	personal.	When	you
decide	to	make	your	graduation	speech	personal,	you	will	experience	much	bigger	success.	It	will	also	be	more	fun	to	write	and	deliver	a	talk	that	brings	high	school	or	college	to	a	close	with	recognition	of	the	small	things	in	education	life.	The	memories	you	will	run	across	looking	through	yearbooks	and	talking	about	with	friends	will	be	priceless	for
you	as	well.	Calm	the	nerves.		It	is	very	intimidating	to	address	hundreds	of	people	in	the	audience	while	delivering	a	graduation	speech.	Many	of	us	have	fear	of	public	speaking.	Before	you	proceed,	do	this	test.	And	practice	the	tips.	Consider	including:	STORIES	Include	stories	about	your	school.	These	high	school	graduation	speech	topics	can	be
about	teachers	and	funny	things	that	have	happened	over	the	year.	EVENTS	Include	motivational	or	moving	events	that	may	have	happened	–	perhaps	volunteer	opportunities	that	have	changed	the	students’	perspective.	Make	sure	that	any	major	events	that	have	happened	are	recognized.	Sports	and	music	events	that	have	been	important	to	the
school	need	to	be	recognized,	even	if	it	happened	in	one	of	the	prior	years	of	your	class	and	not	the	graduating	year.	CLASS	EXPERIENCE	Bring	the	class	experience	alive	for	those	attending	the	graduation.	Grandparents	and	parents,	as	well	as	siblings,	have	heard	the	names	from	school.	Bring	the	people	to	the	campus	life	that	they	have	heard
about.	DECEASED	If	a	fellow	student	or	teacher	has	died,	mention	that	person.	Make	it	not	a	funeral	obituary	eulogy	but	recognize	them	for	the	family	who	might	be	present.	PROJECTS	Mention	any	projects	that	the	school	has	undertaken;	if	you	have	been	involved	in	a	community	garden	or	other	volunteer	organization	give	credit	for	the	impact	it
has	made.	Introduction:	“Good	[morning/afternoon/evening],	everyone.	Honored	guests,	esteemed	faculty,	proud	parents,	and,	most	importantly,	our	distinguished	graduates.	I	am	[Your	Name],	[your	position,	e.g.,	the	Principal,	Dean,	Class	President],	and	it	is	my	great	pleasure	to	welcome	you	all	to	the	[Year]	Graduation	Ceremony	of
[School/Institution’s	Name].”	Body:	Acknowledgment	of	Guests:	“First,	let	us	acknowledge	and	thank	our	esteemed	guests,	faculty,	and	staff	who	have	guided	and	supported	our	graduates	throughout	their	educational	journey.	Your	dedication	and	commitment	have	been	instrumental	in	shaping	the	minds	and	futures	of	these	remarkable	individuals.”
Recognition	of	Parents	and	Families:	“To	the	parents,	families,	and	friends	of	our	graduates,	today	is	as	much	a	celebration	of	your	efforts	as	it	is	of	the	graduates’.	Your	unwavering	support,	sacrifices,	and	encouragement	have	played	a	crucial	role	in	their	success.	Thank	you	for	being	their	pillars	of	strength.”	Congratulating	Graduates:	“To	our
graduates,	today	marks	a	significant	milestone	in	your	lives.	You	have	worked	tirelessly,	overcome	challenges,	and	persevered	to	reach	this	moment.	Your	hard	work,	determination,	and	resilience	have	brought	you	here,	and	you	should	be	incredibly	proud	of	your	achievements.”	Reflecting	on	the	Journey:	“Throughout	your	time	at
[School/Institution’s	Name],	you	have	not	only	gained	knowledge	but	also	formed	lifelong	friendships,	developed	critical	thinking	skills,	and	discovered	your	passions.	These	experiences	have	prepared	you	to	face	the	future	with	confidence	and	courage.”	Encouraging	Future	Endeavors:	“As	you	step	into	the	next	chapter	of	your	lives,	remember	that
education	does	not	end	here.	Continue	to	seek	knowledge,	embrace	new	challenges,	and	strive	for	excellence	in	everything	you	do.	The	world	is	full	of	opportunities	waiting	for	you	to	explore	and	conquer.”	Expressing	Confidence:	“We	have	full	confidence	that	you	will	carry	the	values	and	lessons	learned	here	into	the	world,	making	meaningful
contributions	to	society.	Whether	you	are	pursuing	further	education,	entering	the	workforce,	or	embarking	on	other	adventures,	know	that	you	have	the	tools	and	the	spirit	to	succeed.”	Conclusion:	Final	Words	of	Inspiration:	“Graduates,	as	you	leave	this	institution,	remember	that	the	journey	of	a	thousand	miles	begins	with	a	single	step.	Be	bold,	be
brave,	and	never	stop	believing	in	yourselves.	The	future	is	yours	to	shape.”	Welcome	Once	Again:	“Once	again,	welcome	to	the	[Year]	Graduation	Ceremony	of	[School/Institution’s	Name].	Let	us	celebrate	the	achievements	of	our	graduates	and	the	bright	futures	that	lie	ahead.”	Closing:	“Thank	you	all	for	being	here	today.	Let’s	make	this	a
memorable	and	joyous	celebration.	Congratulations	to	the	Class	of	[Year]!”	Standing	on	the	edge	of	a	new	chapter,	filled	with	a	mix	of	excitement	and	nerves?	If	you're	about	to	graduate,	that's	probably	how	you	feel.With	the	big	day	approaching,	you	might	be	thinking,	"How	do	I	write	my	graduation	speech?	Can	I	get	some	help	with	it?"Don't	worry!
In	this	blog,	we'll	show	you	how	to	write	a	graduation	speech	that	resonates	with	your	audience	and	makes	a	lasting	impression.You	will	get	to	learn	the	tips	and	tricks	to	create	a	speech	that	not	only	captures	attention	but	also	inspires	your	fellow	graduates.	So,	let's	turn	your	nerves	into	confidence	as	we	explore	the	art	of	writing	and	delivering	a
graduation	speech.	Paper	Due?	Why	Suffer?	That's	our	Job!	A	graduation	speech	is	a	short	address	given	by	a	graduating	student	or	guest	speaker	during	a	graduation	ceremony.	This	type	of	speech	is	a	chance	to	reflect	on	the	journey	through	school,	share	memorable	experiences,	and	offer	words	of	wisdom	and	encouragement	for	the
future.	Basically,	it's	a	way	to	celebrate	achievements,	express	gratitude,	and	inspire	fellow	graduates	as	they	step	into	the	next	phase	of	their	lives.Basic	Elements	of	Graduation	Speech	Here	are	the	vital	elements	you	should	consider:ElementDescriptionIntroductionStart	with	a	compelling	opening.	Use	a	quote,	anecdote,	or
question.AcknowledgmentExpress	gratitude	to	teachers,	parents,	and	peers	for	their	support.ReflectionReflect	on	school	experiences	and	share	impactful	stories.InspirationOffer	words	of	encouragement	and	motivation	for	the	future.AdviceShare	practical	life	lessons	related	to	goals,	challenges,	and	positivity.UnityEmphasize	the	importance	of
shared	experiences	and	friendships.Looking	ForwardDiscuss	hopes	and	dreams	for	the	exciting	possibilities	ahead.ConclusionWrap	up	with	a	memorable	and	inspiring	closing	message.How	to	Write	a	Graduation	Speech?	Writing	an	inspiring	graduation	speech	that	stands	out	isn't	as	tough	as	it	seems.	With	a	bit	of	structure	and	creativity,	you	can
deliver	the	best	special	occasion	speech	that	leaves	a	lasting	impact	on	your	audience.		Here's	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	create	an	impressive	graduation	speech:Step	1:	Begin	with	a	Memorable	OpeningStart	with	an	attention-grabbing	quote,	a	personal	story,	or	a	thought-provoking	question.	This	sets	the	tone	for	your	speech	and	captures	your
audience's	interest	right	away.Step	2:	Express	GratitudeShow	appreciation	to	your	teachers,	parents,	and	fellow	students.	Acknowledge	how	their	support	and	contributions	have	played	a	crucial	role	in	your	academic	journey.	This	adds	a	positive	and	grateful	touch	to	your	speech.Step	3:	Reflect	and	InspireShare	personal	stories	and	school
experiences	that	have	had	a	significant	impact	on	you	and	your	classmates.	Use	these	anecdotes	to	connect	emotionally	with	your	audience.	Then,	provide	words	of	inspiration	and	motivation,	encouraging	your	fellow	graduates	to	embrace	the	future	with	confidence	and	courage.Step	4:	Share	Advice	and	Emphasize	UnityOffer	life	lessons	and	insights
you've	learned	during	your	academic	journey.	Talk	about	pursuing	goals,	overcoming	challenges,	and	maintaining	a	positive	outlook	on	life.	Highlight	the	importance	of	unity	and	the	bonds	formed	with	your	classmates,	emphasizing	the	strength	of	shared	experiences	and	friendships.Step	5:	Discuss	Dreams	and	ConcludeTalk	about	your	hopes	and
dreams	for	the	future,	both	for	yourself	and	your	fellow	graduates.	Paint	a	vivid	picture	of	the	exciting	possibilities	ahead.	Conclude	your	speech	with	a	memorable	message	that	resonates	with	your	audience,	leaving	them	with	a	lasting	impression	or	a	call	to	action	that	inspires	them	to	face	the	future	with	enthusiasm.Graduation	Speech
ExamplesLooking	for	inspiration	for	your	own	graduation	speech?	Here	is	a	short	graduation	speech:Ladies	and	gentlemen,	faculty,	parents,	and,	of	course,	my	fellow	graduates,Today,	we	stand	on	the	cusp	of	an	exciting	new	chapter.	Our	time	here	has	been	filled	with	challenges	and	triumphs,	laughter	and	tears,	and	countless	memories	we	will	carry
with	us.	As	we	move	forward,	let's	remember	the	lessons	we've	learned,	the	friendships	we've	made,	and	the	potential	we	hold.Let's	embrace	the	future	with	open	hearts	and	open	minds.	Our	journey	has	just	begun,	and	the	world	is	waiting	for	us	to	make	our	mark.	I	have	no	doubt	that	each	one	of	us	has	the	power	to	shape	a	brighter	tomorrow.	So,
let's	march	forward,	together,	and	create	a	future	that	we	can	all	be	proud	of.Congratulations,	Class	of	[Year]!	Our	adventure	begins	now!	Thank	you.Read	some	more	diverse	graduation	speech	samples	to	spark	your	creativity:{{1534}}	Graduation	Speech	for	Kindergarten	-	Example	Graduation	Speech	for	Kids	8th	Grade	Graduation	Speech	High
School	Graduation	Speech	Explore	a	collection	of	inspiring	graduation	speeches,	each	offering	a	unique	perspective	on	this	momentous	occasion.	Graduation	Speech	by	Students	-	Example	Graduation	Speech	for	Parents	-	Example	Graduation	Speech	by	Teacher	-	Example	Graduation	Speech	by	Principal-	Example	Graduation	Speech	Thanking
Teachers	Graduation	Speeches	From	Famous	FiguresNotable	figures,	from	celebrities	to	accomplished	professionals,	often	deliver	inspiring	graduation	speeches,	sharing	their	wisdom,	experiences,	and	advice	with	the	graduates.	In	this	section,	we	explore	some	remarkable	graduation	speeches	that	have	left	a	lasting	impact	on	audiences
worldwide.Taylor	Swift's	Graduation	Speech:	Taylor	Swift,	known	for	her	music,	encouraged	graduates	to	fearlessly	pursue	their	dreams	and	see	challenges	as	opportunities.Rory	Gilmore's	Graduation	Speech:	Rory	Gilmore,	from	"Gilmore	Girls,"	reflected	on	her	academic	journey	and	the	role	of	family	and	friendships	in	her	success.Ree	Drummond	at
Oklahoma	State	University:	Ree	Drummond,	the	Pioneer	Woman,	emphasized	perseverance,	passion,	and	staying	true	to	oneself	in	achieving	goals.Steve	Jobs'	Stanford	Commencement	Speech	2005:	Steve	Jobs,	Apple's	co-founder,	shared	personal	stories	of	setbacks	and	successes.	He	urged	graduates	to	follow	their	passions	and	make	a
difference.Best	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	-	2025	Here	are	some	interesting	and	fun	graduation	speech	ideas.Talk	about	a	current	school	event.Try	something	new	like	poetry	or	metaphors	to	make	your	speech	interesting.What	was	the	driving	force	of	the	class	of	2023.Use	graduation	speech	quotes	from	famous	and	classic	books.Use	lyrics	from	the
class	anthem.Be	inspirational	and	share	an	inspirational	story.Share	a	humorous	experience.Convey	a	memorable	message.If	appropriate,	add	a	song	with	meaning.Appreciate	a	fellow	classmate	or	a	teacher.Connect	your	speech	with	your	1st	day	at	school.Significant	events	that	took	place	in	the	school.A	professor	that	made	you	fall	in	love	with	a
major	subject.The	long	time	you	spent	in	the	school	library.Tell	me	about	who	inspired	you	the	most	in	your	life.	Graduation	Speech	Writing	TipsCrafting	a	memorable	graduation	speech	can	be	a	rewarding	yet	challenging	task.	Here	are	some	essential	tips	to	help	you	write	an	impactful	and	engaging	speech	for	your	big	day:Know	Your	Audience:
Understanding	your	audience	is	crucial	to	tailor	your	speech	effectively.Start	Strong:	An	attention-grabbing	beginning	sets	the	tone	for	your	speech.Tell	Personal	Stories:	Personal	anecdotes	and	experiences	create	a	meaningful	connection.Inspire	and	Motivate:	Your	speech	should	encourage	confidence	about	the	future.Share	Practical	Advice:
Offering	practical	life	advice	adds	value	to	your	speech.Embrace	Humor:	Appropriately	used	humor	can	engage	your	audience.Be	Concise:	Keeping	your	speech	at	an	appropriate	length	is	essential	to	maintain	interest.Practice	and	Rehearse:	Preparation	ensures	confidence	in	your	delivery.End	on	a	High	Note:	A	memorable	conclusion	leaves	a	lasting
impression.As	you	take	that	first	step	forward,	congratulations	on	your	graduation,	and	we	wish	you	the	best	of	luck	in	whatever	comes	next.	We	hope	this	graduation	speech	guide	has	given	you	some	pointers	for	what	to	say	in	your	speech.If	you	need	further	help,	you	can	avail	of	our	assistance	and	get	your	speech	before	the	big	day.	Whether	you
have	a	'write	my	essay	online'	or	speech	writing	request,	we’re	here	to	ensure	you’re	ready	to	shine.At	MyPerfectWords.com,	one	of	the	best	essay	writing	services	for	college	and	high	school,	we	help	new	graduates	make	their	day	memorable	by	delivering	quality	speeches.Buy	speech	from	us	and	get	ready	to	make	a	lasting	impression.	Presenting	a
graduation	speech	is	both	exciting	and	a	bit	terrifying.	You	are	both	the	first	and	last	high	school	voice	many	in	your	audience	will	hear.	You	will	be	speaking	to	your	fellow	graduates,	parents,	teachers,	and	extended	family	members,	so	your	speech	must	be	understandable	to	everyone.	You	need	to	engage	your	listeners	immediately	and	share	a
speech	that	is	both	enjoyable	and	informative.	To	be	successful,	you	must	remember	that	the	key	to	creating	a	graduation	speech	that	is	both	memorable	and	enjoyable	is	preparation.	We	will	walk	you	through	the	process,	discussing	the	different	types	of	graduation	speeches,	how	to	pick	a	theme	for	your	graduation	speech,	and	how	to	write	and
deliver	your	graduation	speech.	Types	of	Graduation	Speeches	You	probably	will	not	be	the	only	speaker	to	take	the	podium.	When	it	is	your	turn,	you	want	your	speech	to	grab	your	audience’s	attention	and	keep	it.	Think	about	the	last	few	years	of	your	schooling,	the	general	personality	of	your	class	members,	and	what	makes	your	educational
experience	unique.	Graduation	speeches	can	be	divided	into	several	different	categories:	Serious	Graduation	Speeches	Inspirational	Graduation	Speeches	Funny	Graduation	Speeches	Serious	Graduation	Speeches	Begin	by	brainstorming	about	your	experience	in	school,	asking	the	question:	What	has	my	school	experience	taught	me	and	my	fellow
students	about	life,	facing	problems,	and	growing	up?	Then	consider	choosing	one	of	the	following	upon	which	to	base	your	speech:	Life	Lessons	Students	do	not	only	learn	subject	matter	in	school.	School	teaches	one	how	to	relate	to	others,	that	hard	work	leads	to	success,	and	that	you	get	the	most	out	of	any	endeavor	if	you	give	it	100%.	Some	good
speech	ideas	if	you	wish	to	talk	about	life	lessons	are:	The	Most	Important	Lesson	I	Learned	in	School	Let’s	Remain	Lifelong	Friends	The	Importance	of	Taking	Risks	Facing	and	Overcoming	Problems	Simply	talking	about	the	problems	your	graduating	class	has	encountered	leads	to	a	depressing	speech	but	recounting	how	those	problems	were
overcome	can	be	inspiring	and	uplifting.	You	may	have	lost	a	beloved	teacher	or	fellow	student,	had	an	extreme	weather	experience	that	damaged	the	school,	or	had	fundraisers	for	much	needed	supplies	and	equipment.	Consider	the	following	speech	topics	if	you	wish	to	talk	about	overcoming	adversity.	Never	Give	Up!	Learn	from	Your	Mistakes
Remember	This?	Maturity	High	school	graduation	frequently	is	the	beginning	of	adulthood.	Maturity	involves	being	able	to	make	good	decisions,	accepting	responsibility,	and	being	willing	to	be	held	accountable	for	our	actions.	Making	comparisons	about	how	you	and	your	classmates	behaved	as	freshmen	and	the	changes	you	have	made	now	that
you	are	seniors	makes	for	an	interesting	and	fun	graduation	speech.	Some	speech	ideas	that	deal	with	maturity	are:	Dream	Big!	Be	Yourself	Facing	the	Next	Big	Challenge	Inspirational	Graduation	Speeches	You	may	decide	the	best	speech	for	your	audience	is	one	that	will	inspire	them.	You	can	move	your	audience	to	have	an	emotional	response	with
one	of	the	following:	Reflections	and	Memoirs	Looking	back	on	your	high	school	years	and	the	changes	you	and	your	classmates	have	been	through	is	an	excellent	way	to	create	a	speech	that	perfectly	ends	your	high	school	years.	Expression	of	Gratitude	Thanking	your	parents,	teachers,	friends,	and	family	members	for	support	and	assistance
throughout	your	education	careers	can	end	with	a	standing	ovation.	Additionally,	you	may	wish	to	have	graduates	present	a	flower	to	the	person	who	helped	them	the	most.	Inspiring	Quote	Beginning	your	speech	with	an	inspirational	quote	from	a	famous	person	or	even	a	Bible	verse	can	set	the	tone	for	your	speech	and	provide	a	coherent	theme.
Song	Lyric	If	you	and	your	classmates	have	a	popular	song	that	most	of	you	know	and	love,	use	some	of	the	lyrics	to	create	your	theme.	You	might	wish	to	quote	the	lyrics	at	the	beginning	of	your	speech	and	then	close	by	playing	a	few	verses	for	your	audience	Inspiring	Story	Use	a	popular	media	story	or	a	few	about	inspiring	class	members,	maybe
one	or	two	that	overcame	an	obstacle	to	be	successful.	Anecdotes	and	Stories	about	Your	Class	Sharing	some	funny	and	serious	stories	about	your	class	members	sets	the	foundation	for	a	fun	speech.	Just	make	sure	the	stories	are	uplifting	and	do	not	cause	anyone	embarrassment.	The	goal	is	to	show	how	bonded	your	class	has	become.	Student
Accomplishments	If	you	have	one	or	more	students	or	a	sports	team	that	made	an	impact	on	the	school,	sharing	their	accomplishments	can	provide	a	truly	inspirational	speech.	Emphasize	how	their	accomplishments	strengthened	the	entire	class.	Funny	Graduation	Speeches	If	you	are	known	for	your	sense	of	humor,	you	may	wish	to	try	a	humorous
graduation	speech.	Humor	is	never	boring,	if	you	have	the	talent	for	delivering	this	type	of	speech.	Consider	using	one	of	the	following	approaches:	Pick	Appropriate	Jokes	Sprinkling	a	few	jokes	throughout	your	speech	can	keep	your	audience’s	attention	and	provide	a	bit	of	humor.	Consider	some	takes	on	why	the	chicken	crossed	the	road	or	some
silly	knock-knock	jokes.	Use	Funny	Inspirational	Quotes	A	quick	google	search	for	funny	inspirational	quotes	will	provide	fodder	for	your	topic.	You	could	reminisce	about	your	class	after	quoting,	“Tact	is	the	ability	to	describe	others	as	they	see	themselves.”	(Abraham	Lincoln)	Use	Irony	Reference	something	surprising,	such	as	a	popular	song,	movie,
or	activity.	For	example,	“Life	Is	Like	a	Monopoly	Game.”	Tell	a	Funny	Story	Specific	to	Your	School	Make	sure	your	story	is	audience	appropriate	and	they	will	relate	to	it.	Telling	a	story	about	yourself,	perhaps	about	a	time	in	school	when	you	failed,	can	provide	humor.	Poke	Fun	at	the	“Traditional”	Graduation	Speech	Although	it	can	be	difficult	to
write,	if	done	well,	this	speech	is	very	funny.	Use	some	of	the	clichés	such	as	“dream	big,”	“never	give	up,”	and	“you	are	the	future”	as	a	springboard	for	your	humorous	speech.	Speak	slowly	and	distinctly,	so	that	your	audience	can	here	every	word.	If	people	are	laughing,	stop	talking	for	minute.	You	want	your	audience	to	have	an	opportunity	to
respond	to	your	humor.	Graduation	Speech	Themes	Your	graduation	speech	theme	will	help	you	tie	all	your	ideas	together.	Your	speech	should	last	at	least	five	minutes,	but	not	longer	than	ten	to	twelve.	Keep	this	in	mind	as	you	brainstorm	ideas	to	pick	a	theme	for	your	speech.	Below	we	have	listed	some	common	graduation	speech	themes	that	have
worked	well	for	others.	Remember	that	no	matter	which	theme	you	choose,	you	can	make	your	speech	unique	with	personalized	content	–	content	that	your	audience	can	relate	to.	Who	Are	You?	Believe	in	Yourself	Be	an	Original,	Not	a	Carbon	Copy	Step	Up	and	Out	Never	Give	Up!	Striving	on	to	Perfection	Learn	from	Other’s	Mistakes	Imagine!
Create!	Live	in	the	Moment	You	Are	What	You	Believe	What	I	Learned	in	High	School	What	Comes	Next?	Take	a	Leap	of	Faith	Our	Class	United	When	Set	Goals	for	Success	Giving	Back	Follow	Your	Dreams	High	School	Mistakes	I	Learned	From	Why	I	Don’t	Want	to	Leave	High	School	My	Best	High	School	Memories	Overcoming	Obstacles	The
Importance	of	School	Never	Stop	Learning	8th	Grade	Graduation	Speech	If	you	are	in	middle	school	and	have	been	chosen	to	present	an	8th	grade	graduation	speech,	keep	your	speech	simple	and	short	–	not	longer	than	five	minutes	–	and	follow	the	following	format:	Greet	the	audience.	Introduce	yourself.	Reflect	on	your	time	in	middle	school
highlighting	a	few	special	moments.	Talk	a	bit	about	future	expectations	for	your	class.	Thank	your	teachers,	fellow	students,	and	parents.	Conclude	your	speech	with	a	quote,	Bible	verse,	or	line	from	a	song	or	poem.	High	School	Graduation	Speech	Giving	the	high	school	commencement	speech	is	truly	an	honor.	If	you	are	chosen	to	represent	your
classmates,	choose	a	theme	that	reflects	your	personality	and	one	you	feel	comfortable	addressing	because	you	know	your	topic	well.	Make	sure	you	practice	before	the	big	occasion	and	memorize	as	much	of	your	speech	as	possible.	Have	clear	notes	with	you	in	case	you	forget	something.	Use	engaging	gestures,	look	at	your	audience,	and	speak	in	a



slow,	yet	natural,	pace.	Get	your	audiences	attention	with	a	quotation,	anecdote,	or	a	clever	joke.	Make	sure	your	theme	is	clear	and	that	all	your	content	is	cohesive	and	concise.	Illustrate	your	theme	with	a	story	or	example,	reminiscing	about	the	times	you	and	your	classmates	enjoyed.	A	high	school	graduation	speech	should	last	about	ten	minutes.
Close	your	speech	by	thanking	your	audience;	fellow	students,	parents,	and	teachers.	Tie	together	the	points	you	have	presented	during	your	speech	and	end	with	a	clever	statement	your	audience	will	remember.	How	to	Write	a	Graduation	Speech?	Writing	your	graduation	speech	will	be	much	easier	if	you	have	a	plan.	Our	step-by-step	guide	on	how
to	write	a	graduation	speech	will	walk	you	through	the	entire	process.	Brainstorm	Ideas	Begin	by	brainstorming	ideas.	Think	about	the	future	and	what	kind	of	challenges	you	and	your	fellow	students	may	face	after	graduation.	Consider	your	past	school	experiences,	concentrating	on	those	which	are	unique	and	interesting.	Pick	a	Theme	Your	theme
may	become	obvious	as	you	list	your	brainstorming	ideas.	If	not,	check	out	the	list	of	themes	we	have	suggested	and	pick	one	that	fits	your	experiences	and	personality.	Stick	with	Your	Theme.	Do	not	allow	yourself	to	include	anything	in	your	speech	not	related	to	your	theme.	Find	a	quote,	song	lyrics,	or	a	popular	news	story	related	to	your	theme	if
you	wish	to	include	one.	Build	the	Basic	Structure	of	Your	Speech	After	identifying	the	theme	of	your	speech,	begin	to	organize	your	speech	by	creating	an	outline:	Welcome	Introduce	Topic	(Theme)	Give	Example,	Testimonial,	or	Tell	a	Story	or	Joke	Add	Originality	Conclusion	Thank	Your	Audience	Leave	Them	with	a	One	Line	Summation	Delivering
Your	Graduation	Speech	Once	you	have	completed	your	graduation	speech,	you	are	ready	to	prepare	for	delivering	it.	Find	out	when	on	the	program	you	will	be	speaking	so	you	will	be	ready.	Knowing	if	you	are	first,	last,	or	somewhere	in	the	middle	of	the	program	can	help	you	feel	more	comfortable	about	delivering	your	speech.	Adhere	to	all	the
following	suggestions	to	make	sure	your	speech	is	the	best	it	can	be.	Memorize	Your	Speech	Reading	your	speech	can	destroy	the	delivery,	making	you	sound	robotic	and	impersonal.	You	will	probably	want	to	have	some	notes	but	try	to	speak	as	much	as	possible	from	memory.	Time	Your	Speech	You	may	be	told	how	long	you	have	for	your	speech.	If
not,	try	not	to	talk	no	more	than	about	ten	minutes;	a	longer	speech	may	not	keep	your	listeners’	attention.	Speak	Slowly	When	one	is	nervous,	they	speak	faster.	Try	to	speak	slowly	and	enunciate	each	word.	Pause	when	necessary	for	an	audience	response	to	a	joke	or	funny	comment.	Speak	with	Emotion	Vary	your	tone	of	voice	and	match	your
emotions	with	your	content.	Make	Eye	Contact	Look	at	your	audience.	If	doing	so	makes	you	nervous,	pick	a	spot	on	the	wall	at	the	back	of	the	room	and	look	at	it	as	you	speak.	You	can	also	pick	out	a	few	people	in	the	audience	you	know	and	make	eye	contact	with	them.	Before	you	deliver	your	speech,	practice,	practice,	practice!	Deliver	your	speech
to	your	family,	the	mirror,	your	dog	–	anyone	that	will	listen.	Ask	for	advice	and	take	it.	When	you	give	your	speech,	if	you	make	a	mistake,	repeat	the	sentence	or	word	and	keep	going.	Smile	at	your	audience	when	appropriate.	Your	enthusiasm	for	your	subject	will	be	felt	and	enjoyed.	Finally,	remember	to	have	pictures	or	a	video	taken	while	you	are
giving	your	speech.	You	have	earned	the	privilege	of	speaking	for	your	entire	class	–	a	huge	responsibility	and	one	you	will	remember	for	years	to	come.	Smile,	have	fun,	and	your	audience	will	enjoy	and	remember	your	graduation	speech.	Susan	majored	in	English	with	a	double	minor	in	Humanities	and	Business	at	Arizona	State	University	and
earned	a	Master’s	degree	in	Educational	Administration	from	Liberty	University.	She	taught	grades	four	through	twelve	in	both	public	and	private	schools.	Subjects	included	English,	U.S.	and	world	history	and	geography,	math,	earth	and	physical	science,	Bible,	information	technologies,	and	creative	writing.	Susan	has	been	freelance	writing	for	over
ten	years,	during	which	time	she	has	written	and	edited	books,	newspaper	articles,	biographies,	book	reviews,	guidelines,	neighborhood	descriptions	for	realtors,	Power	Point	presentations,	resumes,	and	numerous	other	projects.	Read	full	bio	Standing	at	the	podium,	looking	out	at	a	sea	of	caps	and	gowns,	you	feel	your	heart	beat	faster.	What	will
you	say?	How	can	you	make	your	words	stick	in	the	minds	of	these	graduates?	This	big	moment	calls	for	big	ideas	that	touch	hearts	and	stay	in	minds	long	after	the	tassels	are	turned.	Many	speakers	fall	back	on	worn-out	advice	about	“following	dreams”	or	“working	hard.”	But	you	want	your	words	to	shine	with	fresh	wisdom.	You	want	to	give	the	gift
of	words	that	really	matter.	Let’s	find	a	speech	idea	that	fits	you	and	speaks	to	your	audience	in	a	way	they	won’t	soon	forget.	Unique	Graduation	Speech	Ideas	These	speech	ideas	will	help	you	craft	words	that	hit	home	and	stay	with	your	listeners.	Pick	one	that	matches	your	style	and	connects	with	your	group.	1.	“The	Power	of	One	Small	Step”
Focus	on	how	big	goals	start	with	tiny	moves.	Tell	stories	about	famous	people	who	began	with	just	one	small	step.	Talk	about	how	each	graduate	can	make	progress	in	life	by	taking	action	today,	no	matter	how	small	it	seems.	Your	speech	can	show	how	small	daily	choices	add	up	to	big	life	changes.	Give	clear	examples	that	grads	can	follow	right
away,	like	reaching	out	to	make	one	new	contact	each	week	or	reading	ten	pages	of	a	book	each	day.	2.	“What	I	Wish	Someone	Had	Told	Me”	Share	honest	lessons	from	your	own	path	that	you	had	to	learn	the	hard	way.	Pick	3-5	key	bits	of	wisdom	that	would	have	saved	you	time	or	stress	if	you’d	known	them	sooner.	Make	this	talk	personal	but
useful.	For	each	lesson,	explain	both	what	went	wrong	for	you	and	how	grads	can	avoid	the	same	bumps.	This	works	best	when	the	speaker	has	lived	through	struggles	the	grads	might	face	soon.	3.	“The	Gift	of	Getting	It	Wrong”	Talk	about	how	mess-ups	and	flops	lead	to	growth.	Tell	stories	of	famous	fails	that	turned	into	wins,	like	how	many	top
companies	started	with	a	totally	different	plan	than	what	made	them	big.	Show	grads	that	mistakes	aren’t	bad	luck	but	good	teachers.	Give	tips	on	how	to	fail	well	–	by	staying	open	to	feedback,	not	taking	fails	too	hard,	and	using	each	slip	as	a	step	to	get	better.	4.	“Heroes	Among	Us”	Shine	light	on	the	quiet	heroes	in	your	town	or	school.	Talk	about
the	lunch	lady	who	learned	every	kid’s	name,	the	janitor	who	stayed	late	to	help	with	events,	or	the	office	worker	who	sent	cards	to	sick	students.	This	speech	helps	grads	see	that	true	success	isn’t	just	fame	or	cash.	It	links	big	values	like	kindness	and	service	to	real	people	the	grads	know,	making	these	values	feel	close	and	real.	5.	“The	Things	That
Don’t	Change”	In	fast	times	when	tech	and	work	keep	shifting,	talk	about	the	steady	things	that	matter	in	any	age.	Discuss	how	traits	like	grit,	kindness,	and	truth-telling	still	count	now	just	as	much	as	100	years	ago.	Link	these	lasting	values	to	the	fresh	tests	grads	will	face.	Show	how	old	wisdom	can	guide	them	through	new	worlds.	This	helps
bridge	the	gap	between	their	lives	and	the	wisdom	of	those	who	came	before.	6.	“Find	Your	North	Star”	Talk	about	how	finding	your	key	values	helps	you	make	choices.	Share	how	knowing	what	matters	most	to	you	makes	it	easier	to	pick	paths	and	say	no	to	things	that	don’t	fit.	Give	grads	steps	to	find	their	own	guiding	stars.	You	might	ask	them	to
think	about	times	when	they	felt	most	alive	or	to	list	what	they’d	do	if	money	weren’t	a	worry.	Help	them	see	that	knowing	their	values	makes	life’s	hard	calls	easier.	7.	“The	Joy	of	Being	Wrong”	Push	past	the	plain	idea	that	mistakes	help	us	learn.	Go	deeper	into	how	being	wrong	can	free	us.	Talk	about	how	saying	“I	was	wrong”	opens	doors	to	new
ideas	and	deeper	links	with	others.	Share	a	time	when	changing	your	mind	led	to	growth.	Show	how	being	stuck	on	being	right	keeps	us	small.	This	talk	works	well	for	grads	heading	to	worlds	where	set	views	can	block	fresh	paths.	8.	“The	Beauty	of	Plan	B”	Share	tales	of	how	life’s	twists	often	lead	to	better	places	than	our	first	plans.	Talk	about	how
some	of	the	best	things	come	when	our	first	hopes	fall	through.	Help	grads	see	that	a	blocked	path	isn’t	the	end	of	the	road.	Give	tips	on	how	to	stay	loose	when	life	takes	sharp	turns.	This	helps	calm	fears	about	the	future	by	showing	how	good	things	can	come	from	changed	plans.	9.	“What	Success	Really	Looks	Like”	Ask	grads	to	rethink	what
“making	it”	means.	Move	past	the	usual	marks	like	big	jobs	or	fat	checks	to	talk	about	deeper	wins	like	finding	work	that	lights	you	up	or	building	bonds	that	last.	Use	real	tales	of	people	who	found	joy	off	the	fast	track.	This	helps	grads	see	that	there	are	many	paths	to	a	good	life,	not	just	the	ones	that	get	the	most	hype.	10.	“The	Art	of	Showing	Up”
Focus	on	how	just	being	there	for	key	times	shapes	lives.	Talk	about	how	success	often	comes	from	steady	work,	not	flash	and	dash.	Share	stories	of	how	just	sticking	with	it	made	all	the	change.	Add	tips	on	how	to	keep	going	when	it’s	hard.	This	helps	grads	see	that	most	big	wins	come	from	plain	old	grit,	not	magic	skills	or	lucky	breaks.	11.
“Breaking	the	Rules	That	Need	Breaking”	Talk	about	times	when	the	best	move	is	to	buck	the	system.	Share	tales	of	game-changers	who	saw	bad	rules	and	made	new	ways	that	worked	better.	But	be	clear	–	this	isn’t	about	breaking	rules	just	to	make	noise.	It’s	about	fixing	what’s	broke	and	making	things	work	better.	This	helps	grads	tell	the	diff
between	empty	rebel	acts	and	true	change-making.	12.	“The	Friends	You	Haven’t	Met	Yet”	Focus	on	how	new	bonds	will	shape	their	paths.	Talk	about	the	joy	of	finding	your	people	in	new	places.	Share	your	own	tale	of	key	pals	who	came	into	your	life	when	you	least	thought	it.	Give	tips	on	how	to	stay	open	to	new	folks	while	keeping	ties	with	old
friends.	This	helps	grads	see	that	good	links	with	others	are	key	to	a	rich	life	and	that	new	doors	are	about	to	open.	13.	“Small	Wins,	Big	Life”	Talk	about	how	daily	small	wins	add	up	to	big	change	over	time.	Share	how	steady	tiny	steps	beat	big	leaps	that	don’t	last.	Use	tales	of	folks	who	got	far	through	small	daily	acts,	not	flash	moves.	Give	grads
clear	ways	to	track	small	wins	in	their	own	lives.	This	helps	them	see	how	they	can	build	to	big	goals	without	feeling	crushed	by	the	size	of	the	task	ahead.	14.	“The	Words	You	Say	to	Yourself”	Focus	on	how	self-talk	shapes	our	paths.	Share	how	the	thoughts	we	think	about	ourselves	can	lift	us	up	or	hold	us	back.	Give	tales	of	how	changing	inner
words	changed	outer	lives.	Teach	grads	how	to	catch	bad	self-talk	and	flip	it	to	help,	not	hurt.	This	gives	them	a	tool	they	can	use	right	away	in	the	next	phase	of	life,	when	new	tests	may	shake	their	faith	in	themselves.	15.	“Builders	and	Fixers”	Talk	about	how	the	world	needs	both	kinds	of	folks	–	those	who	make	new	things	and	those	who	fix	what’s
broke.	Share	how	both	skills	matter	in	making	things	better.	Help	grads	see	which	type	they	lean	toward	and	how	to	prize	that	gift.	This	helps	them	see	their	own	strengths	in	a	fresh	light	and	gives	a	frame	for	thinking	about	how	they’ll	add	to	the	world.	16.	“The	Five-Year	Test”	Ask	what	will	still	matter	five	years	from	now.	Talk	about	how	this	test
helps	us	see	what’s	truly	key	and	what’s	just	noise	of	the	now.	Share	how	this	view	can	cut	stress	by	helping	us	tell	big	deals	from	small	fuss.	Give	grads	a	way	to	use	this	test	in	their	own	lives.	This	helps	them	gain	a	long	view	that	can	guide	them	through	the	rush	of	choices	that	come	after	school	ends.	17.	“The	Courage	to	Be	Kind”	Talk	about	how
true	kindness	takes	guts	in	a	world	that	often	pushes	for	harsh	words	and	sharp	views.	Share	tales	of	how	kind	acts	changed	lives	or	fixed	big	splits.	Show	how	kindness	isn’t	weak	but	strong.	This	helps	grads	see	that	soft	skills	like	care	and	kind	acts	are	as	key	to	success	as	hard	skills	and	smarts.	18.	“The	Non-Linear	Path”	Share	how	life	is	full	of
twists,	not	a	straight	line	up.	Talk	about	how	real	growth	often	looks	messy,	with	steps	back	and	side	moves	that	still	lead	to	good	spots.	Use	your	own	zig-zag	path	as	a	map	for	grads.	This	helps	ease	the	weight	of	feeling	like	they	need	to	have	it	all	mapped	out	or	that	a	step	back	means	they’re	lost.	19.	“What	Makes	a	Good	Life”	Look	at	what	truly
leads	to	joy	and	peace	over	time.	Skip	the	fast	fixes	and	talk	about	the	deep	stuff	–	like	good	bonds,	work	that	matters,	and	time	spent	on	things	that	count.	Share	facts	from	studies	on	what	makes	folk	happy	in	the	long	run.	This	gives	grads	a	chance	to	set	their	life	goals	based	on	what	truly	works,	not	just	what	ads	or	social	posts	push.	20.	“The
Voices	You	Listen	To”	Focus	on	how	the	views	we	let	in	shape	our	lives.	Talk	about	how	picking	whose	words	we	heed	can	lift	us	up	or	drag	us	down.	Share	how	to	tell	wise	guides	from	those	who	just	make	noise.	Give	tips	on	how	to	build	a	group	of	good	voices	to	help	guide	their	way.	This	helps	grads	take	charge	of	the	inputs	that	will	shape	their
thoughts	in	the	years	to	come.	21.	“The	Gift	of	Hard	Things”	Talk	about	how	tough	times	shape	who	we	are.	Share	how	tests	and	pain,	while	not	fun,	can	be	the	soil	where	our	best	traits	grow.	Use	tales	of	how	hard	spots	led	to	growth	that	good	times	couldn’t	bring.	Help	grads	see	tough	times	in	a	new	way	–	not	as	bad	luck	to	dodge	but	as	key	parts
of	a	full	life.	This	helps	them	face	the	hard	stuff	that	will	come	with	more	grit	and	less	fear.	22.	“Asking	Better	Questions”	Focus	on	how	the	questions	we	ask	shape	what	we	find.	Talk	about	how	“Why	is	this	hard?”	leads	to	a	stuck	place,	while	“What	can	I	learn	here?”	opens	new	doors.	Share	how	good	queries	lead	to	good	paths.	Give	grads	some	key
questions	to	use	as	they	face	new	tests.	This	gives	them	a	tool	they	can	use	right	away	to	shift	how	they	face	the	next	steps.	23.	“The	Joy	of	Good	Work”	Talk	about	the	deep	joy	that	comes	from	work	done	well,	no	matter	what	kind	of	work	it	is.	Share	how	pride	in	craft	adds	to	life,	no	matter	if	you’re	fixing	cars	or	writing	code.	Use	tales	of	folks	who
found	joy	in	jobs	that	might	not	seem	like	dream	gigs.	This	helps	grads	see	that	joy	can	come	from	how	you	do	your	work,	not	just	what	your	job	title	says.	24.	“The	Unwritten	Rules”	Share	the	hidden	laws	that	shape	how	things	work	in	jobs,	school,	and	life.	Talk	about	the	stuff	that	no	one	tells	you	but	that	makes	all	the	diff	in	how	you’re	seen	and
how	fast	you	grow.	Give	grads	the	inside	scoop	on	how	to	read	these	rules	in	new	spots.	This	helps	them	get	up	to	speed	fast	in	the	new	worlds	they’ll	step	into.	25.	“The	Space	Between	Stimulus	and	Response”	Focus	on	the	gap	between	what	happens	to	us	and	how	we	act	back.	Talk	about	how	this	small	space	holds	all	our	power	to	choose.	Share
how	taking	a	beat	before	we	act	can	change	the	whole	game.	Give	grads	ways	to	make	this	gap	wider	so	they	have	more	time	to	pick	their	moves.	This	helps	them	take	back	control	in	a	world	that	often	pushes	for	fast,	knee-jerk	acts.	Wrap-up	Your	words	on	graduation	day	can	plant	seeds	that	grow	for	years	to	come.	The	best	talks	touch	both	hearts
and	minds,	giving	grads	both	the	warm	glow	of	being	seen	and	the	light	bulb	flash	of	new	ways	to	think.	Pick	an	idea	that	fits	who	you	are.	The	most	moving	talks	come	from	real	thoughts	shared	by	real	people.	Your	own	true	voice,	mixed	with	ideas	that	speak	to	the	time	and	place,	will	hit	home	in	ways	no	list	of	tips	can	match.	As	the	valedictorian	of
your	class	you	will	be	expected	to	write	a	welcome	speech	for	your	graduation	ceremony.	Welcome	speeches	are	very	easy	to	draft	once	you	decide	how	you	want	it	to	sound	and	what	message	you	want	to	give	out	to	your	audience.	If	you	are	not	a	born	orator	who	has	a	way	with	words	then	making	a	speech	may	be	a	cause	of	concern	for	you.	It	will
therefore	be	important	for	you	to	learn	how	to	write	welcome	speeches,	if	you	have	been	given	the	responsibility	of	making	the	welcome	speech	at	your	graduation.	In	this	article,	we	give	you	tips	on	how	to	write	these	speeches	and	give	you	a	sample	for	the	same.	This	could	be	a	guide	for	you	when	you	are	writing	a	speech	for	your	graduation
ceremony.	How	to	Write	a	Welcome	Speech	for	Your	Graduation	Before	writing	a	welcome	speech	for	your	graduation	ceremony,	it	is	important	to	know	what	the	important	things	that	need	to	be	included	in	these	welcome	speeches	are.	Like	introduction	speeches,	they	need	to	serve	the	basic	purpose	of	introducing	a	person	and	the	event.	Here	are
some	tips	that	will	help	you	in	coming	up	with	welcome	speech	ideas	and	also	help	you	learn	how	to	write	them.	Any	welcome	speech	should	start	by	thanking	everyone	attending	the	graduation	ceremony.	Welcome	all	the	special	guests	who	have	been	invited	to	the	graduation	ceremony.	While	writing	these	speeches	for	your	graduation,	you	will	need
to	thank	all	those	people	who	have	helped	your	batch	in	the	smallest	of	manners.	To	make	these	speeches	interesting,	it	is	important	to	add	anecdotes	that	are	funny	and	nostalgic.	Decide	what	you	would	want	your	speech	to	be	like;	would	you	want	it	to	be	humorous,	entertaining,	inspiring,	or	informative.	While	writing	your	welcome	speech,	this	is
something	that	you	need	to	keep	in	mind.	While	deciding	on	the	constituent	elements	that	make	up	your	welcome	speech,	try	to	figure	out	what	is	the	special	message	that	you	want	people	to	carry	back	home.	This	is	an	important	inclusion	in	any	welcome	speech.	You	want	at	least	something	of	what	you	say	to	be	inspirational.	Pay	attention	to	your
grammar	and	structure	the	speech	well.	This	is	very	important.	Do	not	use	words	or	references	that	will	leave	your	audience	confounded	in	any	manner.	Since	the	audience	is	going	to	primarily	comprise	your	classmates,	you	could	add	a	few	personal	references	but	try	and	keep	these	to	a	minimum.	While	ending	your	welcome	speech,	ensure	that	you
end	with	something	that	creates	an	impact.	Do	not	have	an	ending	that	leaves	your	audience	confused	about	whether	or	not	there	is	something	more	to	come.	Before	you	give	the	welcome	speech,	it	may	be	a	good	idea	to	check	with	a	few	people	about	whether	the	speech	is	appropriate	so	that	you	do	not	end	up	offending	any	member	of	the	audience.
If	you	are	nervous,	it	may	be	a	good	idea	to	practice	your	welcome	speech	in	front	of	a	few	people	or	in	front	of	the	mirror.	End	the	speech	by	thanking	all	those	people	who	have	helped	organize	the	event	and	then	end	by	wishing	all	graduates	good	wishes	for	the	future.	There	are	many	websites	out	there	which	offer	you	templates	to	help	draft	these
oratory	pieces	for	your	graduation.	While	these	templates	are	tempting	to	use,	a	welcome	speech	should	be	drafted	from	a	more	personal	space.	Resist	the	use	of	templates	to	draft	a	speech	for	your	high	school	graduation.	Sample	Welcome	Speech	Given	below	is	a	sample	of	a	welcome	speech	that	could	work	as	inspiration	for	you	if	you	are	drafting
welcome	speeches.	Probably	the	most	popular	and	oft	repeated	rendition	of	a	welcome	speech	or	graduation	speech	and	one	of	the	most	famous	speeches	of	recent	time	is	the	column	Wear	Sunscreen	written	by	columnist	Mary	Schmich	and	published	in	the	Chicago	Tribune	on	1st	June,	1997.	Sample	of	High	School	Graduation	Welcome	Speech	First
of	all	on	behalf	of	the	entire	batch	of	2012,	I	would	like	to	welcome	you	to	the	graduation	ceremony	of	the	class	of	2012	of	the	JFK	Prep	School.	I	would	like	to	thank	(and	I	am	sure	my	classmates	join	me	in	this),	our	parents,	teacher,	friends,	and	family	for	the	guidance	they	have	given	us	and	the	patience	they	have	shown	in	teaching	us	things	that	we
will	take	with	us	as	we	step	into	the	big	bad	world	(as	all	adults	like	to	fondly	call	it).	As	I	stand	here,	sure	and	unsure	in	equal	measure,	the	one	image	that	seems	to	constantly	flash	in	front	of	my	eyes,	is	my	first	day	at	JFK	Prep.	Having	transferred	to	this	school	in	the	middle	of	the	school	year	I	had	prepared	myself	to	sit	alone	for	all	lunch	hours	in
the	future.	After	all	we	are	all	wary	of	the	new	kid	in	school!	But	little	did	I	know	that	I	couldn’t	have	been	further	away	from	the	truth.	Sure,	I	spent	the	first	few	hours	absolutely	miserable	but	then	I	had	that	class	where	things	changed.	Thank	you	Mr.	Vonnegut,	for	suspending	us	from	class	because	that	is	the	reason	I	made	my	first	friends	here.
But	jokes	apart.	I	came	here	a	shy,	introverted	person	unsure	of	what	I	wanted	from	life	and	today	as	I	leave,	I	have	in	my	hand	an	admission	letter	to	one	of	the	most	prestigious	schools	in	the	country,	looking	forward	to	a	career	in	the	arts.	If	I	even	for	a	second	believed	that	I	did	this	on	my	own	I	would	be	fooling	myself.	I	think	I	speak	for	all	of	us
when	I	say	that	without	the	support	of	the	faculty	at	JFK	Prep,	many	of	us	would	have	been	floundering	in	self-doubt	and	meandering	without	reason.	So	thank	you.	Before	I	let	my	emotion	sweep	me	away	I	would	like	to	tell	all	my	classmates	who	are	sitting	here	with	a	square	piece	of	cardboard	on	their	head	just	one	little	thing.	Thank	you	for	all	the
memories.	The	fights,	the	team	efforts,	the	assignments,	the	laughter,	the	tears,	the	prom,	the	photos;	all	of	them.	I	don’t	think	I	would	exchange	it	for	anything	else	in	the	world.	Oh	and	yeah!	In	the	words	of	Mary	Schmich	whom	we	are	all	familiar	with,	thanks	to	Mr.	Vonnegut	once	again,	Wear	sunscreen.	This	is	just	a	sample	of	a	welcome	speech
that	can	be	given	on	the	occasion	of	your	graduation.	Welcome	speeches	need	to	be	personal	and	should	be	drafted	in	a	manner	that	helps	the	audience	relate	to	you.	This	is	a	day	that	many	of	you	will	look	back	at	with	extreme	fondness	and	therefore,	make	it	as	memorable	as	possible.
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