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Share	This!	Save	This!	Do	you	need	a	license	to	start	a	preschool?	Do	you	need	a	degree	to	start	a	preschool?	What	kind	of	experience	do	you	need	to	start	a	preschool?	So	many	questions!	This	blog	post	has	all	the	answers.	Here	is	everything	you	need	to	know	about	preschool	licensing	for	your	state.	If	you	are	ONLY	teaching	online	preschool,	you
do	NOT	need	to	be	licensed.	There	is	no	governing	agency	over	online	preschools,	so	there	is	no	license	required.	Because	there	is	no	license	required,	there	is	NO	degree	or	experience	required	either.	ANYONE	can	start	an	online	preschool!	The	rest	of	the	information	below	is	related	to	local	preschools.	Daycares	have	to	be	licensed	if	they	care	for
a	certain	number	of	children,	so	that’s	why	everyone	asks	if	preschools	also	need	to	be	licensed.	Let’s	be	clear:	there	is	no	such	thing	as	a	“preschool	license.”	Rather,	IF	you	need	to	be	licensed,	you	will	need	to	get	“daycare	license”	from	your	state.	In	this	situation,	you	would	get	LICENSED	as	a	daycare	and	you	would	OPERATE	as	a	preschool	(i.e.
you	would	choose	to	only	teach	children	ages	3-5	and	only	be	open	for	a	few	hours	each	day.)	You	MIGHT	need	to	be	licensed	in	your	state.	Every	state	has	different	requirements.	It	is	possible	to	start	a	preschool	in	just	about	any	state	without	a	license	because	each	state	has	a	certain	#	of	children	you	can	teach	at	any	one	time	without	needing	to
be	licensed	You	need	to	check	the	guidelines	for	your	state	(see	below)	to	find	out:	•	How	many	students	can	you	teach	in	your	state	without	being	licensed?	•	How	many	students	can	you	teach	by	yourself	WITH	being	licensed?	•	If	you	decide	to	get	licensed,	do	you	need	a	degree	or	experience?	•	What	is	the	staff	to	child	ratio	for	preschoolers?	Your
state’s	preschool	license	requirements	will	apply	to	anytime	you	teach	preschoolers,	like	a	summer	camp,	dance	class,	or	STEM	class.	Any	time	you	are	teaching	a	group	of	3-5-year-old	children,	the	licensing	requirements	apply	(unless	specifically	stated	otherwise	for	your	state.)	If	you	are	only	teaching	school	age	children,	like	in	an	afterschool
program	for	example,	then	you	DO	NOT	need	to	be	licensed.	Look	over	your	state’s	requirements	to	see	how	many	children	you	can	teach	at	one	time	without	a	license.	The	ratios	will	be	different	in	that	case	because	of	the	school	age	factor.	If	you’re	operating	out	of	your	home	and	you	choose	to	be	licensed,	you’ll	want	to	contact	your	city’s	Planning
&	Zoning	department	to	ask	if	you	need	a	special	use	permit.	Ask	them:	“I’m	starting	a	preschool	(not	a	daycare)	in	my	home.	I’ll	be	getting	licensed	as	a	daycare,	but	I’m	a	preschool	so	I’ll	ONLY	teach	children	ages	3-5,	and	I’ll	ONLY	teach	for	a	few	hours	each	day.	Do	I	need	a	special	use	permit	or	any	other	type	of	permit?”	That	question	should	get
you	to	the	right	person	in	order	to	proceed	with	the	correct	process.	Remember	to	emphasize	that	you	are	getting	licensed	as	a	DAYCARE	–	if	they	try	to	put	you	into	the	SCHOOL	category,	you’ll	have	a	much	more	difficult	time,	and	you	don’t	belong	in	that	category.	(Again,	there	is	no	PRESCHOOL	category;	you’re	lumped	into	the	“daycare”
category.)	You	may	also	want	to	check	with	your	city	government	offices	to	see	if	you	will	need	a	business	license	or	any	other	permits.	Also,	set	up	a	Doing	Business	As	(DBA)	through	the	Secretary	of	State’s	office	in	your	state	and	consider	registering	as	an	LLC	through	your	state’s	Corporation	Commission.	You	need	35	sq.	ft.	per	child.	The	fire
marshal	will	measure	the	total	square	feet	of	your	allowable	spaces	(including	hallways)	to	have	children	in	and	divide	it	by	35.	That	will	be	your	occupancy	#.	So	even	if	you	can	be	licensed	for	12	children	at	one	time,	the	fire	marshal	might	say	your	occupancy	is	only	10	because	you	have	a	smaller	space.	(In	that	scenario	you	would	only	be	allowed	to
have	10	children	per	class.	That	is	unusual,	though,	as	most	people	have	enough	square	feet	for	12	children	at	one	time.)	You	can	start	a	preschool	in	an	apartment,	but	you	would	need	to	get	approval	from	your	landlord	to	do	so.	You	can	set	up	your	preschool	in	a	basement	or	in	an	upstairs	bedroom,	but	you	will	need	at	least	two	exits.	One	of	the
exits	can	be	the	stairs	that	lead	to	the	ground	floor,	and	the	second	should	be	either	an	egress	window	or	a	door	leading	outside.	Ask	your	licensing	department	for	specifics	based	on	your	own	situation	to	see	how	these	requirements	apply	to	you.	Your	licensing	department	may	take	a	while	to	get	hold	of,	so	it	is	best	to	start	the	process	as	early	in
your	preschool	journey	as	possible.	Also,	the	phone	system	might	take	a	bit	of	time	to	get	you	to	the	right	person.	Once	you	do,	ask	all	your	questions.	THEN,	call	the	next	day	and	ask	all	the	same	questions	again.	You	might	get	different	answers.	Try	to	clarify,	if	needed,	so	you	get	to	the	bottom	of	it.	The	reason	for	this	discrepancy	is	because	most
licensors	don’t	deal	with	us	preschool	folk;	they’re	used	to	daycare	only	questions.	Typically,	each	state	has	varying	levels	of	licenses.	Depending	on	the	number	of	children	you’re	teaching	at	one	time,	you	may	not	need	a	license	at	all,	or	you	may	need	a	certification,	or	you	may	need	a	state	license.	You’ll	find	that	there	are	even	different
classifications	of	childcare	licenses,	from	“family	daycare	home”,	to	“group	daycare	facility”,	to	“daycare	center”,	etc.	Your	own	state	may	have	different	names	for	their	classifications	as	well.	If	you	have	any	young	children	who	will	be	at	home	with	you	during	preschool	(and	not	at	school),	you’ll	definitely	want	to	find	out	if	they	count	towards	the
total	number	of	children	you	can	care	for	at	one	time.	Some	states	include	your	children	in	the	total	number	of	children	you	can	care	for	and	some	do	not.	While	childcare	providers	will	find	different	ratios	for	infants	and	preschool-age	children,	you	only	need	to	find	out	the	staff/child	ratio	for	children	ages	3-5.	Every	state	is	incredibly	different	in	the
amount	of	educational	background	or	training	they	require.	Some	states	require	no	additional	education	beyond	high	school,	while	other	states	require	a	minimum	of	20	hours	of	early	childhood	education	courses.	Most	states,	if	not	all,	require	you	to	be	CPR/1st	Aid	Certified.	So,	double-check	your	state’s	requirements	and	find	out	how	long	it	will
take	to	fulfill	them.	Two	types	of	inspections	you	may	need	are:	Health	inspection	from	the	state	Health	DepartmentFire	inspection	from	the	city	Fire	Department	If	your	home	has	been	built	recently	or	is	in	good	condition,	you	should	have	almost	no	problems	with	these	inspections.	Most	likely	they	will	make	sure	that	you	have	a	fire	extinguisher,
smoke	detectors,	adequate	exits,	a	functional	telephone	(or	cell	phone),	and	that	you	will	get	copies	of	the	child’s	immunization	records.	Be	sure	to	tell	your	health	inspector	that	you	are	not	providing	care	for	infants,	so	there	is	no	need	for	diaper	changing	or	nap	time	areas.	Also,	remind	them	that	you	will	not	be	preparing	food	for	the	children	(you
can	have	the	preschool	parents	sign	up	to	bring	snacks	and	this	will	keep	your	costs	down.)	Most	likely	you	will	have	to	be	fingerprinted	and	have	a	background	check.	This	is	not	only	for	safety	purposes,	but	it	also	gives	you	an	added	qualification	when	you	talk	to	prospective	parents	who	don’t	even	know	you.	These	are	the	four	most	common
concerns	people	have	when	going	through	the	licensing	process.	Some	have	pools	in	their	backyard	and	don’t	have	security	fences	around	them;	others	have	pets	in	the	home	and	aren’t	sure	if	they	can	be	around	the	children;	some	have	trampolines	in	their	backyard;	and	still	others	don’t	have	6’	fencing	around	their	entire	backyard.	Every	state	(and
city)	is	different	with	their	requirements	so	if	your	licensor	doesn’t	have	an	answer,	be	sure	to	call	the	health	and	fire	departments—	and	even	your	city’s	Planning	and	Zoning	Committee—as	they	may	have	more	information	for	you.	Even	if	you	have	already	checked	with	the	government	agencies	mentioned	above	about	a	business	license,	a	DBA,	and
an	LLC,	ask	this	question	anyway	as	every	state/city	is	unique	and	there	may	be	something	you	need	to	take	care	of	that	we	may	not	have	thought	of.	When	a	business	is	operated	out	of	a	home,	your	city	may	want	to	make	sure	that	your	neighborhood	is	okay	with	it.	Some	things	you	may	need	are	a	business	license,	business	permit,	special	use
permit,	meeting	with	your	neighbors,	and	meeting	with	the	city	council.	In	addition,	if	you	have	a	homeowner’s	association	(HOA),	they	may	have	rules	regarding	the	posting	of	business	signs,	increased	traffic	through	the	subdivision,	or	even	how	you	use	your	home.	Tip	for	dealing	with	any	of	these	people:	BE	NICE	and	always	talk	about	how	a
preschool	in	the	neighborhood	will	benefit	the	community.	Also,	map	out	the	pickup/dropoff	procedures	for	your	preschool,	as	they	will	often	ask	for	those.	(NOTE:	Most	homes	can	be	licensed,	and	most	HOAs	allow	daycares,	so	you	shouldn’t	have	any	problem	getting	approved.)	Again,	every	state	will	have	different	fees,	but	here	are	approximate
fees:	Varies:	Daycare	License	(from	the	state)Varies:	Special	Use	Permit	(from	your	city)$35:	Health	Inspection$20:	Fire	Inspection$55:	Background	Check$50:	CPR/1st	Aid	Certification+other	necessary	fees	for	additional	licenses,	permits,	etc.	Once	an	application	is	received,	it	may	be	approved	as	soon	as	they	receive	all	the	necessary
documentation	from	the	other	agencies,	or	it	may	take	longer	depending	on	the	number	of	applications	they’re	working	on.	The	good	news	is	that	you	can	submit	your	licensing	application	and	schedule	your	inspections,	background	check,	CPR/1st	Aid	Certification,	and	any	other	appointments	NOW	and	then	the	results	will	be	submitted	to	your
licensor	as	soon	as	they’re	completed.	That	should	help	the	application	process	move	more	quickly	because	the	licensing	department	won’t	be	waiting	on	you.	And	typically,	you	can	market	your	preschool	after	you’ve	received	satisfactory	results	from	all	your	inspections,	but	while	you’re	just	waiting	on	the	actual	licensing	paperwork	to	go	through.
We	have	provided	a	comprehensive	list	with	preschool	license	information	for	all	50	states.	This	list	tells	you	how	you	can	start	a	preschool	without	a	license,	whether	or	not	a	license	is	required	for	your	state	and	provides	information	on	how	to	go	about	getting	a	preschool	license	for	your	state.	At	the	end	of	this	section	is	a	list	of	links	that	will	take
you	to	a	Trello	board	with	frequently	updated	information	about	your	state’s	licensing	requirements.	PRESCHOOL	LICENSING	BY	STATE	To	start	a	preschool	in	Alabama,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Alabama	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than
4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day.)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Alabama.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To
start	a	preschool	in	Alaska,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Alaska	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in
the	state	of	Alaska.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8—if	“Childcare	Home	License”	or	12—if	“Childcare	Group	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree
required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Arizona,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Arizona	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach
online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Arizona.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	13Do	your	children
count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:13Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Arkansas,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Arkansas	if
your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)You	do	need	to	get	“registered”	though	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Arkansas.	Here	is
the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing
guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	California,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	California	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	additional	FAMILY	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If	you	don’t	meet
the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	California.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8—if	“Small	Home	License”	or	12-14—if	“Large	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year
olds:	1:8	or	2:14	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Colorado,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Colorado	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within
one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	count	toward	that	number	if	they	are	age	0-5	and	at	home	during	class.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Colorado.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get
started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6—if	“Small	Home	License”	or	8—if	“Large	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:8	depending	on	licenseDegree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None
When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Connecticut,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Connecticut	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	3	hours
at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	3-hr.	classes	per	day.)	Three-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Connecticut.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start
a	preschool	in	Delaware,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Delaware	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Delaware.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one
class:	6—if	“Family	Childcare	Home	License”	or	12—if	“Large	Family	Childcare	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:12	depending	on	licenseDegree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you
need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Florida,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Florida	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:										You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	other	family	at	one	time	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be
licensed	in	the	state	of	Florida.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10—if	“Family	Daycare	Home	License”	or	12—if	“Large	Family	Daycare	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-13	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10	or
1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Georgia,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Georgia	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these
criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	2	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Georgia.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6Do	your
children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Hawaii,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Hawaii
if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	2	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	number.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Hawaii.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get
started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6—if	“Family	Childcare	Home	License”	or	12—if	“Group	Childcare	Homes	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get
licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Idaho,	you	don’t	need	to	be	licensed	in	Idaho	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO
NOT	count	toward	that	#)	ORYou	ONLY	teach	children	ages	4+	ORYou	ONLY	teach	a	religious	kindergarten	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Idaho.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to
Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Illinois,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Illinois	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within
one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#,	if	they	are	ages	0-12	and	at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Illinois.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#
of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8—if	“Daycare	License”	or	12—if	“Group	Daycare	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-12,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8	with	Daycare	License	or	2:12	with	qualified	assistant	with	Group	Daycare	LicenseDegree	required	to	get	licensed:
NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	Find	your	state’s	licensing	website	here	Call	your	state’s	licensing	department	here:	800-252-2873	Ask	your	licensor	these	questions	when	you	talk	to	themFor	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in
Indiana,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Indiana	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#,	if	they	are	ages	0-5	and	at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be
licensed	in	the	state	of	Indiana.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the
information	you	need:	Find	your	state’s	licensing	website	here	Call	your	state’s	licensing	department	here:	916-651-6040	Ask	your	licensor	these	questions	when	you	talk	to	themFor	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Iowa,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Iowa	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these
criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Iowa.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8Do	your
children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Kansas,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Kansas
if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Kansas.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio
for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Kentucky,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Kentucky	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of
these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	preschool	to	up	to	3	preschoolers	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	AND	you	teach	fewer	than	20	hours	total	per	week	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Kentucky.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max
#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a
preschool	in	Louisiana,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Louisiana	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)You	ONLY	teach	classes	with	a	total	teaching	time	of	12.5	hrs.	per	week	(i.e.	all
your	classes	combined	in	one	week	cannot	exceed	12.5	hrs.)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Louisiana.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree
required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	you	can	learn	the	licensing	guidelines	in	4	courses:	One	Two	Three	Four	To	start	a	preschool	in	Maine,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Maine	if	your	preschool	operates	solely
within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	2	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Maine.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in
one	class:	12	(8	students	+	up	to	4	of	your	own	children	ages	0-4)	with	a	“Family	Childcare	Provider	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Explained	aboveStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you
need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Maryland,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Maryland	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#	if	they	are	ages
0-6	and	at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Maryland.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-6,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:
1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here,	here,	and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Massachusetts,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Massachusetts	if	your	preschool	operates	solely
within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Massachusetts.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or
2:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Michigan,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Michigan	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You
ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Michigan.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:
NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Minnesota,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Minnesota	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool
ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	preschooler	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Minnesota.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Childcare	License”	or	8	if	“Group
Family	Childcare	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	1:8	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool
in	Mississippi,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Mississippi	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of
Mississippi.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	14Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:14Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you
need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Missouri,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Missouri	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	can	teach	classes	to	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	count	toward	that	#	if	you	are
registered	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Missouri.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to
get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Montana,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Montana	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,
you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Montana.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get
licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Nebraska,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Nebraska	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO
NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Nebraska.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:
NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Nevada,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Nevada	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou
ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Nevada.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Cares	License”	or	12	if	“Group	Cares
License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	2:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New
Hampshire,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	Hampshire	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	to	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of
New	Hampshire.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	NOTE:	You	cannot	call	yourself	a	“preschool”	unless	you’re	a
certified	teacher.	Instead,	call	your	school	an	Academy	or	an	Enrichment	Center	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New	Jersey,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	Jersey	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You
ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	New	Jersey.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10Do	your	children
count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	Director	must	have	any	Bachelor’s	degreeExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	Director	must	have	1	yr.	managerial	or	supervisory	experience	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the
guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New	Mexico,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	Mexico	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO
need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	New	Mexico.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get
licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	New	York,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	New	York	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to
two	4-hr.	classes	per	day.)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	New	York.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	North	Carolina,	you
DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	North	Carolina	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet
these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	North	Carolina.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	North	Dakota,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	North	Dakota	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach
online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	North	Dakota.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	7	if	“Family	Childcare
License”	or	12	if	“Group	Childcare	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:7	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here
and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Ohio,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Ohio	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	count	toward	that	#	if	they	are	ages	0-5	and	at	home	during	class)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above
criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Ohio.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience
required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Oklahoma,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Oklahoma	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach
classes	for	a	TOTAL	of	15	or	fewer	hours	per	week	(i.e.	six	2.5-hr.	classes	per	week	total)You	ONLY	teach	a	private	school	that	has	classes	for	Preschool	through	3rd	gradeYou	ONLY	teach	summer	camps	for	children	ages	4+	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Oklahoma.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you
need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	7	if	“Family	Childcare	Home	License”	or	“12	if	Large	Family	Childcare	Home	License”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	they	are	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:7	or	2:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:
NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Oregon,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Oregon	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou
ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Oregon.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other
purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Pennsylvania,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Pennsylvania	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above
criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Pennsylvania.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Childcare	Home	License”	or	12	if	“Group	Childcare	Home”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	2:12	(see	above)Degree
required	to	get	licensed:	CDA	-or-	CCP	-or-	9	college	credits	in	early	childhood	education	or	child	development	or	elementary	education	-or-	Pennsylvania	school-age	professional	credentialExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	1	year	any	experience	with	children	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing
guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	and	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Rhode	Island,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Rhode	Island	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Rhode	Island.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you
need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	9Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:9Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the
guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	South	Carolina,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	South	Carolina	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for
preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	South	Carolina.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	South	Dakota,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	South	Dakota	if	your
preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	up	to	12	students	per	class	(WOW!)	PLEASE	NOTE:		Because	it	is	not	recommended	that	you	teach	a	preschool	class	with	more	than	12	students,	detailed	licensing	information	is	not	provided	here,	because	you	can	teach	any	class	with
up	to	12	students	each	and	not	need	to	be	licensed.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Tennessee,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Tennessee	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou
ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	3	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	3-hr.	classes	per	day)You	ONLY	teach	classes	for	up	to	5	preschoolers	at	one	time	for	any	number	of	hours	(Your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	The	ideal	length	for	a	preschool	class	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need	a	license	in
the	state	of	Tennessee.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Texas,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Texas	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	6
preschoolers	at	one	time	for	a	period	of	less	than	4	hours	per	class	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Texas.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	12Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if
children	are	ages	0-5,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Utah,	you	DON’T	need	to	be
licensed	in	Utah	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do	not	need
a	license	in	the	state	of	Utah.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	Vermont,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Vermont	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to
1	other	family	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Vermont.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	Childcare	Homes	License”	or	12	if	“Licensed	Programs”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year
olds:	1:6	or	1:12	(see	above)Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Virginia,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Virginia	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one
of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	4	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Virginia.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:
10Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:10Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Washington,	you	DON’T	need	to	be
licensed	in	Washington	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	for	less	than	4	hours	at	a	time	(i.e.	you	can	have	up	to	two	4-hr.	classes	per	day)	Four-hour	classes	are	a	bit	long	for	preschoolers;	the	ideal	length	is	2	½	hours	per	class.	If	you	meet	these	criteria,	you	do
not	need	a	license	in	the	state	of	Washington.	However,	if	you	want	to	look	into	your	state’s	licensing	guidelines	for	any	other	purpose,	they	can	be	found	here.	To	start	a	preschool	in	West	Virginia,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	West	Virginia	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou
ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	West	Virginia.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	6	if	“Family	daycare	home	license”	or	12	if	“Family
Childcare	Facility”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	Yes,	if	ages	0-6,	and	at	home	during	classStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:6	or	2:12Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here
To	start	a	preschool	in	Wisconsin,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Wisconsin	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	3	preschoolers	at	one	time	(your	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in
the	state	of	Wisconsin.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	8Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5-year	olds:	1:8Degree	required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information
you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	To	start	a	preschool	in	Wyoming,	you	DON’T	need	to	be	licensed	in	Wyoming	if	your	preschool	operates	solely	within	one	of	these	criteria:	You	ONLY	teach	online	preschool	ORYou	ONLY	teach	classes	of	up	to	1	child	(your	own	children	DO	NOT	count	toward	that	#)	If	you	don’t	meet	the
above	criteria,	you	DO	need	to	be	licensed	in	the	state	of	Wyoming.	Here	is	the	fast	information	you	need	to	get	started:	Max	#	of	preschoolers	you	can	teach	in	one	class:	10	if	“Family	Childcare	Home”	or	15	if	“Family	Childcare	Center”Do	your	children	count	toward	that	#?	NoStaff	to	Child	Ratio	for	3-5	year	olds:	1:10	or	1:15	(see	above)Degree
required	to	get	licensed:	NoneExperience	required	to	get	licensed:	None	When	you	are	ready	to	get	licensed,	here	is	the	information	you	need:	For	full	licensing	guidelines,	see	the	guidelines	here	Share	This!	Save	This!	To	teach	preschool	in	Michigan’s	public	schools,	you	must	be	prepared	to	complete	the	following	steps:	According	to	the	Michigan
Department	of	Technology,	Management,	and	Budget,	there	were	7,270	licensed	early	education	teachers	in	Michigan	as	of	2012.	By	2020,	the	Department	projects	there	will	be	8,260	such	teachers,	or	an	increase	of	13.5	percent.	On	average,	there	are	287	job	openings	for	preschool	teachers	in	Michigan	every	year.The	Office	of	Professional
Preparation	Services	(OPPS)	and	the	Michigan	Department	of	Education	(MDE)	have	teamed	up	to	ensure	that	Michigan’s	youth,	from	pre-k	through	12th	grade,	achieve	their	educational	goals	through	quality	early	childhood	development	programs.	These	two	organizations	also	ensure	that	all	education	programs	in	the	State	meet	the	standards	that
were	established	the	Michigan	Legislature	and	the	State	Board	of	Education.In	1986,	the	Michigan	State	Board	of	Education	approved	the	Standards	of	Quality	and	Curriculum	Guidelines	for	Preschool	Programs	for	Four	Year	Olds.	The	purpose	of	the	program	was	to	provide	a	framework	for	a	high-quality	preschool	program	for	preschoolers	who
were	considered	at-risk	for	school	failure.	In	1992,	the	Board	of	Education	appointment	a	committee	that	developed	Early	Childhood	Standards	of	Quality	for	Prekindergarten	through	Second	Grade	and	in	2002,	the	Board	of	Education	adopted	a	task	force	for	Ensuring	Early	Childhood	Literacy.Step	1.	Complete	an	Approved	Teacher	Preparation
ProgramTo	teach	preschool	in	a	Michigan	public	school,	you	must	first	complete	a	state-approved	teacher	preparation	program.	There	are	currently	26	schools	that	offer	teacher	preparation	programs	in	early	childhood	education.	A	teacher	preparation	program	includes,	at	a	minimum,	a	bachelor’s	degree	program,	along	with	pedagogy	coursework
and	a	student	teaching	experience.	Coursework	that	you	will	encounter	in	your	educator	preparation	program	in	early	childhood	education	will	include:Family	SystemsFoundations	of	Early	Intervention	and	EducationPositive	Learning	Environment	for	Children	With	and	Without	DisabilitiesScience	and	Mathematics	for	All	Young	ChildrenLanguage
Development	and	Literacy	in	Early	ChildhoodInstructional	Strategies	for	All	Young	ChildrenPlanning	for	Meaningful	Early	Childhood	CurriculumMichigan’s	Childcare	Provider	Requirements	Michigan’s	Office	of	Great	Start	is	responsible	for	ensuring	that	all	children	in	Michigan,	birth	to	age	8,	particularly	those	with	the	highest	need,	have	access	to
quality	learning	and	development	programs.A	quality	program,	as	recognized	by	the	Office	of	Great	Start,	requires	caregivers	in	a	center-based	program	to	possess	the	following:Lead	CaregiversA	bachelor’s	degree	or	higher	in	early	childhood	education,	child	development,	nursing,	or	another	child-related	field;	preferred	caregivers	will	possess	an
endorsement	(Level	2	or	higher)	of	the	Michigan	Association	of	Infant	Mental	HealthOther	CaregiversAn	associate’s	degree	or	higher	in	early	childhood	education,	child	development,	nursing,	or	another	child-related	field;	ORA	Child	Development	Associate	(CDA)	credential;	preferred	caregivers	will	possess	an	endorsement	(Level	1	or	higher)	of	the
Michigan	Association	of	Infant	Mental	HealthStep	2.	Take	and	Pass	the	Michigan	Test	for	Teacher	Certification	(MTTC)Upon	completion	of	an	approved	teacher	preparation	program	in	Michigan	(or	an	out-of-state	program	approved	by	the	Board	of	Education),	you	must	then	take	and	pass	the	Early	Childhood	Education	(General	and	Special
Education)	Michigan	Test	for	Teacher	Certification	(MTTC).This	examination,	which	includes	100	multiple-choice	questions,	requires	a	passing	score	of	at	least	220.Test	sites,	dates,	and	locations	vary,	so	applicants	are	best	served	by	reviewing	the	requirements	to	take	this	exam.The	Early	Childhood	Education	exam	consists	of	the	following
assessment	areas:Child	development	learning:	25	percentCommunication,	language,	and	literacy	development:	19	percentLearning	in	the	content	areas:	37	percentProfessional	development:	19	percentStep	3.	Apply	for	and	Renew	a	Provisional	(Initial)	Teaching	LicenseAn	initial	teaching	license,	which	is	valid	for	a	period	of	6	years,	can	only	be
achieved	upon	completion	of	a	state-approved	teacher	preparation	program	and	passing	the	MTTC	exam.	If	you	meet	the	above	requirements	but	have	not	yet	taken	and	passed	the	MTTC	exam,	you	may	apply	for	TEA2	provisional	temporary	teacher	employment	authorization,	which	is	valid	for	up	to	one	year	while	you	prepare	to	take	the	MTTC	exam.
The	T2EA	is	issued	upon	evaluation	of	your	application	for	initial	certification.	It	is	not	renewable.First	Renewal	–	You	must	renew	your	provisional	certificate	every	3	years.	Your	first	renewal	requires	the	completion	of	at	least	ONE	of	the	following:6	semester	hours	in	a	planned	course	of	study	at	an	approved	EPI;	OR6	semester	credit	hours	of
academic	credit	in	early	childhood	education	at	a	regionally	accredited	college	or	university;	OR150	State	Continuing	Education	Clock	Hours	(SCECHs)	in	early	childhood	educationA	combination	of	semester	credit	hours	and	SCECHs;	ORThe	completion	of	an	approved	master’s	degree	or	higherSecond	Renewal	–	Your	second	renewal	requires	the
completion	of	at	least	ONE	of	the	following:6	semester	hours	in	a	planned	course	of	study	at	an	approved	EPI;	OR6	semester	credits	hours	of	academic	credit	in	early	childhood	education	at	a	regionally	accredited	college	or	university	since	the	first	provisional	certificate	renewal	took	place;	OR150	State	Continuing	Education	Clock	Hours	(SCECHs)
in	early	childhood	education	since	the	first	provisional	certificate	renewal	took	place;	ORA	combination	of	semester	credit	hours	and	SCECHs	since	the	provisional	certificate	renewal	took	place;	ORA	master’s	degree	or	higherThird	Renewal	–	A	third	renewal	requires	the	following:Sponsorship	by	a	local	school	district	or	private	schoolThe	completion
of	all	academic	requirements	for	the	Professional	Education	CertificateApproval	by	the	Michigan	Department	of	EducationReady	to	get	started?	Check	out	our	comprehensive	list	of	ECE	degrees	by	State	at	various	levels	to	determine	what	program	is	right	for	you.Step	4.	Apply	for	a	Professional	Education	CertificateA	professional	education
certificate	in	Michigan,	which	is	valid	for	a	period	of	5	years,	is	reserved	for	Michigan	educators	who	hold	a	valid	Michigan	provisional	certificate.	To	qualify	for	a	professional	education	certificate,	you	must:Possess	at	least	3	years	of	satisfactory	teaching	experience	in	early	childhood	education;	ANDPossess	at	least	3	semester	credit	hours	of	reading
methods	for	secondary	certified	teachers	and	at	least	6	semester	credit	hours	of	reading	methods	for	elementary	certified	teachers	and;	ANDPossess	at	least	3	semester	credit	hours	in	the	reading	disabilities	and	differentiated	instruction,	which	also	includes	a	field	experience;	ANDPossess	at	least	3	semester	credit	hours	in	reading	diagnostic	and
remediation	(You	can	find	more	information	on	these	requirements	here.)You	must	also	possess	ONE	(or	the	combination	of)	the	following:6	semester	hours	in	a	planned	course	of	study	at	an	approved	EPI;	OR6	semester	credits	hours	of	academic	credit	in	early	childhood	education	at	a	regionally	accredited	college	or	university	since	the	first
provisional	certificate	renewal	took	place;	OR150	State	Continuing	Education	Clock	Hours	(SCECHs)	in	early	childhood	education	since	the	first	provisional	certificate	renewal	took	place;	OR150	District	provided	Professional	Development	(PDDP)	clock	hours;	ORA	master’s	degree	or	higherInterim	Teaching	Certificate	(Alternate	Route)An	interim
teaching	certificate	in	Michigan,	which	is	valid	for	up	to	5	years,	is	designed	as	an	alternative	to	a	teaching	certificate,	as	it	allows	individuals	to	be	employed	in	a	public	school.	To	qualify	for	an	interim	teaching	certificate,	you	must:Be	currently	enrolled	in	a	state-approved	alternative	route	teaching	programPossess	a	bachelor’s,	master’s,	doctorate,
or	professional	degree	from	a	regionally	accredited	college	or	university,	with	a	GPA	of	at	least	3.0Pass	the	MTTC	Professional	Readiness	examination	AND	the	Early	Childhood	Education	(General	and	Special	Education)	examination	(see	step	2)While	working	under	an	interim	teaching	certificate,	you	must	complete	the	following	before	you	can	be
recommended	for	a	provisional	certificate	in	Michigan:Pass	a	criminal	history	check,	including	FBI	fingerprinting,	before	being	employed	by	a	Michigan	school	district;	ANDReceive	intensive	coaching	and	observation;	ANDComplete	at	least	three	years	of	satisfactory	teaching	experienceMichigan	Preschool	Teacher	SalariesThe	2013	average
preschool	teacher	salary	in	Michigan	was	$31,950	a	year,	according	to	the	state’s	Department	of	Technology,	Management,	and	Budget.	Those	earning	in	the	10th	percentile	earned	$18,510	on	average,	while	experienced	preschool	teachers	in	the	90th	percentile	earned	an	average	of	$48,100	a	year.	Pre-K	teacher	salaries	varied	widely	throughout
Michigan	with	the	average	salary	being	the	highest	in	the	Monroe	area.	90th	percentile	salaries	in	the	Muskegon	area	were	41%	higher	than	those	in	the	state	as	a	whole,	while	the	10th	percentile	salary	in	Monroe	was	more	than	50%	higher	than	the	state’s	average	for	this	category.The	Michigan	Department	of	Technology,	Management,	and	Budget
furnished	the	salary	data	shown	here:As	a	comparison,	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	provides	a	detailed	analysis	of	2013	Michigan	preschool	teacher	salaries	by	city:Detroit-Livonia-Dearborn	MI	Metropolitan	Division89032680Detroit-Warren-Livonia	MI334032050Grand	Rapids-Wyoming	MI61031000Holland-Grand	Haven	MIEstimate	not
released24150Kalamazoo-Portage	MI39029950Lansing-East	Lansing	MI44026830Muskegon-Norton	Shores	MI12036040Niles-Benton	Harbor	MI7034000Saginaw-Saginaw	Township	North	MI8024250South	Bend-Mishawaka	IN-MI23027520Warren-Troy-Farmington	Hills	MI	Metropolitan	Division244031820Upper	Peninsula	of	Michigan



nonmetropolitan	area13038210Northeast	Lower	Peninsula	of	Michigan	nonmetropolitan	area16035330Northwest	Lower	Peninsula	of	Michigan	nonmetropolitan	area19032960Balance	of	Lower	Peninsula	of	Michigan	nonmetropolitan	area31039630Back	to	Top	Preschool	teachers	guide	children	through	one	of	the	most	crucial	child	development
stages.	Michigan	needs	more	dedicated	professionals	in	this	vocation	than	ever	before.	In	2023,	their	governor	announced	a	goal	titled	“PreK	for	All.”	The	state	aims	to	provide	free	PreK	for	all	four-year-olds	by	2027	who	want	to	attend,	increasing	demand	for	licensed	preschool	teachers.	The	average	preschool	teacher	salary	in	Michigan	as	of	May
2023	was	$39,060.	Salary	ranges	can	vary	widely	depending	on	the	city	and	many	other	important	factors,	including	education,	certifications,	additional	skills,	the	number	of	years	you	have	spent	in	your	profession.	In	this	guide,	Teachers	of	Tomorrow	will	examine	the	various	salary	ranges	for	Michigan’s	preschool	teachers.	We’ll	also	provide	the
steps	to	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	in	the	state,	including	alternative	teacher	certification	options.				What	is	a	Preschool	Teacher?		A	preschool	school	teacher	in	Michigan	generally	teaches	children	3-5	years	old.	The	most	popular	age	group	is	4–5-year-olds	who	are	in	PreK,	the	grade	before	kindergarten.	It	is	one	of	the	most	crucial	periods	of	a
child’s	development,	where	their	brains	are	rapidly	growing.	Research	has	shown	that	by	6-years-old	a	child’s	brain	has	reached	95%	of	its	adult	volume.		Michigan	preschool	teachers	work	in	public	and	private	schools	and	childcare	centers.	Michigan	PreK	curriculums	vary,	but	all	must	meet	the	state’s	specific	criteria	and	standards.	Lessons	and
activities	promote	child	participation,	such	as	learning	through	play,	song,	or	crafts.	Teachers	also	use	these	lessons	to	improve	students’	social,	motor,	and	language	skills.	Each	successful	preschool	teacher	is	unique,	but	they	all	share	some	skills,	such	as:	Patience:	Working	with	young	people	requires	calmness,	composure,	and	empathy.	Young
children	require	instructions	to	be	repeated	frequently,	have	short	attention	spans,	and	struggle	with	emotional	regulation.		Energy:	The	youngest	students	are	the	busiest.	They	love	to	move	their	bodies	and	discover	new	things.	Preschool	teachers	must	be	able	to	keep	up	with	a	dynamic	age	group	that	adores	jumping,	clapping,	singing,	and	running
around.		Emotional	Intelligence:	Preschool	teachers	need	to	be	the	adults	in	the	room.	They	must	be	calm,	gentle,	and	loving	while	dealing	with	their	students’	wide	mood	swings.	Parents	and	guardians	of	this	age	group	are	often	full	of	concerns	as	it	is	often	the	first	time	their	children	have	ever	been	in	school.	Teachers	must	provide	confident
empathy	while	handling	parents’	concerns,	questions,	and	feedback.	Preschool	school	teachers	have	numerous	responsibilities,	including	the	following:	Guiding	children	on	how	to	socialize,	especially	with	their	peers.			Creating	lessons	and	activities	that	will	engage	students,	expand	their	knowledge,	encourage	discovery,	and	develop	their	crucial
skills.	Build	a	classroom	that	fosters	trust,	provides	stability,	and	encourages	confidence.		How	Much	Do	Preschool	Teachers	in	Michigan	Make?	The	average	annual	salaries	for	preschool	school	teachers	in	Michigan	as	of	May	2023,	according	to	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics:	Highest	salary	–	$50,750	Average	salary	–	$39,060	Lowest	salary	–	$29,420
Preschool	school	salaries	in	Michigan	are	based	on	a	school’s	location	and	funding,	in	addition	to	the	teacher’s	qualifications,	years	of	experience,	and	special	skills.	How	to	Become	a	Preschool	Teacher	in	Michigan	The	United	States	does	not	have	a	standard	process	for	becoming	a	preschool	teacher.	Each	state	has	its	own	rules	and	regulations.
According	to	the	Michigan	Department	of	Education	(MDE),	the	steps	to	becoming	a	licensed	preschool	school	teacher	in	Michigan	on	the	traditional	pathway	are	as	follows:	Obtain	a	bachelor’s	degree	with	a	minimum	of	2.95	on	a	4.0	scale:	Preschool	teachers	in	Michigan	are	required	to	have	a	standard	four-year	degree,	preferably	in	early	childhood
education.	Those	who	obtain	an	associate’s	degree	(two-years)	can	work	in	early	child	education	as	an	assistant	teacher	or	childcare	provider	but	not	as	a	fully	licensed	PreK	teacher.	Complete	a	teacher	preparation	program:	PreK	candidates	can	use	the	state’s	searchable	database	for	an	approved	educator	preparation	program.	Most	candidates	on
the	traditional	pathway	use	the	one	their	college	or	university	provides.		Complete	required	reading	courses:	6	semester	credit	hours	for	Michigan’s	Reading	Coursework	Requirements	must	be	included	in	a	candidate’s	teacher	training.	Pass	the	Michigan	Test	for	Teacher	Certification	(MTTC):	Preschool	teachers	must	pass	the	MTTC	for	Early
Childhood	Education.		Apply	for	a	teaching	certificate:	Use	the	Michigan	Online	Educator	Certification	System	(MOECS)	and	follow	the	instructions,	including	how	to	upload	documents,	share	exam	scores,	and	make	payment.		Apply	for	Preschool	teaching	positions:	Find	work	through	Education	Workforce	Job	Fairs	and	online	job	sites	like	Indeed	and
K12JobSpot.	Submit	to	a	state	and	federal	background	check:	Teaching	applicants	must	register	and	complete	a	Live	Scan	fingerprinting	card.		Complete	First	Aid	and	CPR	coursework.	As	of	August	2023,	Michigan’s	approved	first	aid	and	coursework	requirements	have	changed,	allowing	new	teachers	to	take	the	approved	courses	within	the	first
year	of	employment.	Note	that	the	first	aid	course	cannot	be	fully	taken	online	but	must	include	some	in-person	training.	Alternative	Route	to	Certification	for	Preschool	School	Teachers	Michigan	has	approved	alternative	routes	to	certification	through	approved	providers.	Those	wishing	to	become	a	preschool	school	teacher	must	select	a	certification
program	for	PreK-3.	MDE’s	alternative	route	to	teacher	certification	includes	the	following	steps:		A	bachelor’s	degree	with	a	minimum	of	3.0	on	a	4.0	scale	Enroll	in	an	alternative	route	preparation	program	Pass	the	appropriate	MTTC(s)	CPR/First	Aid	certification	Criminal	background	check	Those	who	meet	the	MDE’s	alternative	route
specifications	may	apply	for	an	Interim	Teaching	Certificate	(ITC).	It	is	a	non-renewable	5-year	certification,	allowing	candidates	to	work	while	completing	their	alternative	route	preparation	program.	MDE’s	other	alternative	route	is	through	their	Expedited	Educator	Preparation	Programs.	Candidates	teach	in	partnership	with	a	mentor	or	serve	as
the	teacher	of	record	under	a	mentor	while	on	a	valid	substitute	permit.	They	must	also	complete	coursework	in	their	discipline	area	through	an	approved	provider.		What	is	the	Highest	and	Lowest	Paying	Preschool	School	Teaching	Job?	As	a	certified	preschool	school	teacher	in	Michigan,	you	can	work	in	various	settings:	Special	Education:	These
professional	educators	require	extra	training	to	fulfill	these	roles.	In	addition,	there	are	not	enough	qualified	individuals.	Thus,	special	education	tends	to	pay	higher.		Public	schools:	PreK	isn’t	a	mandatory	grade	in	Michigan.	However,	the	state	funds	two	free	programs:	Great	Start	Readiness	and	Head	Start.	The	investment	in	early	education	has	a
positive	impact	on	public	teaching	salaries.		Private	schools:	According	to	U.S.	News,	Michigan	has	over	350	private	preschools.	Salary	ranges	are	heavily	dependent	on	tuition	fees	in	this	educational	sector.	Charter	schools:	Michigan	has	around	370	charter	schools,	but	only	some	offer	PreK.	Their	teaching	salaries	are	generally	lower	than	public
schools	due	to	less	funding.			Online	teaching:	Online	teaching	for	preschoolers	isn’t	as	in	demand	as	it	is	in	higher	grades.	However,	the	positions	often	provide	flexible	hours	and	part-time	work.			Related	teaching	careers	How	to	Become	an	Art	Teacher	Online	Teaching	Jobs	from	Home	What	Does	a	Kindergarten	Teacher	Do	Related	Articles		How	to
Become	a	Teacher	in	Michigan	in	2023	How	Much	Does	an	Elementary	Teacher	Make	in	Michigan	How	Much	Does	a	Middle	School	Teacher	Make	in	Michigan	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	you	enter	in	the	text	you	see	in	the	image	below	so	we	can	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	There
are	many	directions	this	degree	can	take	you,	including:	Child	Care	Center	Director	Child	Care	Center	teacher	and	aide	State-funded	Preschool	and	Head	Start	teacher	and	aide	Home	Child	Care	provider	Early	Childhood	Education	Non-Profit	agency	staff	Community	Program	staff	Teacher	Para-professional	Preschool	teacher	and	aide	Child	Care
Resource	and	Referral	agency	staff	For	more	information	about	ECE	Careers	check	out	the	MiRegistry	ECE	Career	Pathway	and	Michigan	ECE	Careers	Directory.	Pathways:	Job	Market	Outlook	Igniting	your	passion	for	teaching	The	ECE	program	follows	research-based	and	state-approved	HighScope	curriculum.	The	HighScope	Curriculum	is	a
comprehensive	approach	to	early	childhood	education	that	focuses	on	active	learning	and	child	development.	It	is	designed	to	help	children	develop	the	skills	and	knowledge	they	need	to	be	successful	in	school	and	in	life.	Experience-based	Early	Childhood	Education	We	believe	that	active	learning	is	not	just	for	young	children	but	adult	learners	too.
We	will	prepare	you	to	become	a	highly	qualified	educator	ready	to	enter	the	field.	Experienced-based	activities	include:	Group	work	Hands-on	activities	Fieldwork	and	Internships	Earn	your	CDA	credential	along	the	way	Child	Development	Associate	(CDA)	credential	is	nationally	recognized	for	early	childhood	educators.	Completing	an	ECE
certificate	program	includes	the	required	training	for	the	credential	application.	These	courses	also	count	towards	your	associate	degree	in	early	childhood	education.	Continue	your	educational	journey	We	have	articulation	agreements	with	the	following	colleges	and	universities	to	make	sure	you	can	transfer	with	ease,	while	saving	money.	Rochester
Christian	University	University	of	Michigan-Dearborn	Explore	our	certificate	&	degree	options	We	have	customized	degrees	designed	to	achieve	your	career	and	educational	goals.	Find	the	path	for	you:	Early	Childhood	Education	Associate	Degree	This	program	prepares	you	to	transfer	into	a	bachelor’s	degree	program	and	satisfies	Michigan	state
requirements	for	licensing	as	directors	or	lead	teachers	in	child	care	centers,	home-based	center	providers,	early	education	support	staff	in	public	schools,	and	head	start	agencies.	Meet	State	Licensing	requirements	with	a	Certificate	of	Achievement	All	certificate	offerings	are	the	same	program,	except	for	one	class	specific	to	that	certificate.	You
can	acquire	multiple	certificates	by	taking	one	or	more	additional	classes	and	applying	the	credits	to	the	ECE	associate	degree.	These	certificate	programs	meet	the	state	licensing	requirements	for	the	following	careers:		Lead	Infant	&	Toddler	Teacher	Specialize	curriculum	will	allow	you	to	meet	the	State	of	Michigan	Child	Care	Licensing
requirements	for	a	lead	infant	and	toddler	teacher.	This	certificate	meets	infant/toddler	development	and	care	practices.	Early	Childhood	Education	Lead	Infant	and	Toddler	Teacher	(ECE.ITT.CA)	Lead	Preschool	Teacher	Acquire	the	training	hours	and	education	that	is	required	for	a	Preschool	CDA	through	the	Council	of	Professional
Recognition.	You	will	earn	credits	specifically	centered	on	leading	a	preschool	classroom.	Early	Childhood	Education	Lead	Preschool	Teacher	(ECE.PST.CA)	School-Aged	Teacher	Site	Supervisor	This	certificate	provides	you	with	the	training	hours	and	curriculum	that	is	required	for	a	MiYDA	credential	through	the	State	of	Michigan.		You	will	also
meet	the	State	of	Michigan	Child	Care	Licensing	training	requirements	for	School-age	teachers	and/or	Site	Supervisors.	Early	Childhood	Education	School	Age	Teacher	Site	Supervisor	(ECE.SAT.CA)	Early	Childhood	Education	Administrator	This	certificate	meets	the	State	of	Michigan	Child	Care	Licensing	required	training	if	you	are	an	ECE	Director
with	a	degree	in	an	outside	field.	Courses	are	specifically	centered	on	directing	an	early	childhood	education	program.	Early	Childhood	Education	Administrator	(ECE.ADM.CA)	"Attending	OCC	and	graduating	with	my	associate	degree	in	Early	childhood	Education	encouraged	me	to	continue	my	education	in	the	field.I	decided	to	attend	Rochester
Christian	University	to	pursue	a	bachelor’s	degree,	which	opened	a	lot	of	opportunities	for	me	in	the	field	of	education	as	I	was	attending	school.	This	also	motivated	me	to	pursue	my	master’s	degree	to	help	me	seek	a	supervisory	role	to	help	teachers	and	families.Currently,	I	am	attending	Northern	Michigan	University	pursuing	a	master’s	degree	in
Early	Childhood	Education.	I	am	thankful	for	the	opportunities	I	have	had	and	I	am	looking	forward	to	what	will	come	next	for	me."	Faculty	brings	real-world	experience	to	the	classroom	We	have	actively	worked	in	the	early	childhood	education	field,	for	over	20	years.	Our	experience	allows	you	to	connect	complex	theories	to	real-life	practice	in	a
variety	of	capacities:	Early	and	Head	Start	Programs	Private	Child	Care	Centers	State	ECE	Programs	Public	Schools	Early	Childhood	Specialist-Coaching-Mentoring	Special	Education	Administration/Directors	Professional	Development	Presenters	Advocacy	Licensing	Program	Requirements	Many	ECE	courses	are	offered	online.	ECE	courses	are
offered	at	various	times.	We	also	have	Saturday	(7	weeks)	offerings.	Attendance	is	required	for	all	courses.	There	is	an	ECE-specific	attendance	policy.	Students	must	earn	a	minimum	of	2.0	in	all	ECE	and	supportive	courses.	Students	planning	to	transfer	to	a	bachelor's	program	should	check	the	transfer	guide	for	the	institution	they	are	transferring
to	for	more	information	about	transfer	requirements.	All	required	fieldwork	and	internship	hours	must	be	completed	in	an	assigned	setting.	Students	will	need	a	Michigan	Department	of	Health	and	Human	Services	(MDHHS)	–	Central	Registry	Clearance	and	a	State	of	Michigan	Criminal	History	background	check	(ICHAT)	or	proof	of	Licensing	and
Regulatory	Affairs	(LARA)	Clearance	to	complete	fieldwork	and	internship	Additional	requirements	may	be	needed	by	employers	to	satisfy	State	of	Michigan	Child	Care	Licensing	Rules.	Get	Started	Today!	Ready	to	begin	your	studies?	Get	started	now:	Apply	to	OCC.	If	you’re	not	already	an	OCC	student,	create	a	profile	and	complete	our	online
application.	On	the	application	select	the	degree	program	‘Early	Childhood	Education’.	Existing	OCC	students	can	update	their	academic	program	using	the	Change	of	Program	Form.	Michigan,	known	as	the	“Great	Lake	State,”	is	also	recognized	for	its	generous	spending	on	public	education.	The	state	expects	to	spend	about	$13	billion	on	education
in	2013,	but	still	falls	in	the	below-average	range	for	performance	on	national	tests.	Michigan	earned	a	“C+”	overall	in	Education	Week’s	2013	national	rankings,	and	also	ranks	32nd	in	the	nation	for	early	childhood	education,	but	is	in	23rd	place	for	child	health	in	2013.	Michigan	officials	are	pushing	to	expand	early	childhood	education	opportunities
within	the	state	in	hopes	for	a	long-term	impact	on	children.	While	the	state	does	not	receive	the	strongest	national	rankings,	there	are	still	many	opportunities	for	individuals	pursuing	a	career	in	early	childhood	education	in	Michigan.	Earning	Teaching	Certification/Licensure	The	Michigan	Department	of	Education	includes	extensive	information
about	the	ways	to	obtain	certification/licensure.	You	will	need	to	familiarize	yourself	with	this	site,	as	it	contains	many	resources	valuable	to	both	aspiring	teachers	and	current	teachers.	Michigan	offers	a	variety	of	educator	certificates	to	those	pursuing	a	career	in	the	field.	The	different	routes	to	certification	are	as	follows:	Provisional	Certificate:
This	is	an	initial	teaching	certificate	that	is	valid	for	up	to	six	years	and	is	available	to	individuals	who	have	completed	an	in-state	or	out-of-state	teacher	certification	program.	Two-Year	Extended	Provisional	Certificate:	This	is	available	to	individuals	who	are	not	eligible	for	a	Provisional	renewal,	but	who	have	met	certain	other	requirements.
Professional	Education	Certificate:	This	is	an	initial	advanced	teaching	certificate	that	is	valid	for	up	to	five	years.	It	is	for	in-state	or	out-of-state	applicants	who	have	at	least	three	years	of	successful	teaching	experience,	and	who	have	met	the	course	study	requirements,	earned	a	master’s	degree	or	met	National	Board	for	Professional	Teaching
Standards	(NBPTS).	Temporary	Teacher	Employment	Authorization:	This	is	valid	for	up	to	one	year	and	is	available	to	out-of-state	applicants	only.	Interim	Teaching	Certificate:	This	certificate	is	valid	for	up	to	five	years	to	individuals	who	hold	a	minimum	of	a	bachelor’s	degree,	are	participating	in	a	state-approved	alternative	route-to-teaching
program,	and	have	passed	a	basic	skills	test	in	the	teaching	subject	area.	View	the	Facts	on	Educator	Certification	document	for	further	details.	To	apply,	create	an	online	account	through	the	Michigan	Online	Educator	Certification	System	(MOECS).	Contact	the	Teacher	Certification	Client	Services,	should	you	have	any	further	questions	about	the
certification/licensure	process.	is	a	Catholic	liberal-arts	university	that	offers	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	child	development	(birth	through	age	five),	early	childhood	education	(pre-K	through	three)	and	elementary	education	(K	through	eight).	Dual-certification	options	are	also	available.	is	a	large	university	with	a	unique	Swiss-style	campus	that	offers	a
bachelor’s	degree	in	elementary	teacher	and	early	childhood	education,	which	allows	individuals	to	teach	in	preschool	classrooms	(pre-K),	elementary	classrooms	(K	through	five)	and	self-contained	classrooms	(K	through	eight).	The	school	also	offers	elementary	teacher	preparation	programs	that	allow	teachers	to	teach	in	all	subject	areas	(K	through
five),	self-contained	classrooms	(K	through	eight),	or	a	specific	subject	area	of	choice	(six	through	eight).	The	school	offers	post-baccalaureate	certificates	in	a	variety	of	other	areas,	as	well.	is	a	very	small	public	university	that	offers	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	early	childhood	education	(birth	through	age	eight)	and	elementary	education	(K	through	five).
Michigan’s	ECE	Job	Opportunities	Individuals	can	take	several	different	avenues	to	pursue	a	career	in	this	dynamic	field.	Public	schools	employ	the	vast	majority	of	individuals	seeking	careers	in	early	childhood	education.	MI	Reap	is	a	free	online	service	that	connects	applicants	with	schools	districts,	while	also	providing	applicants	with	pertinent
information	about	the	job-search	process.	Other	employers	to	become	familiar	with	are	private	schools,	Head	Start	and	Montessori	schools.	Be	sure	to	research	the	child	care	centers	in	your	local	area,	as	many	of	these	centers	are	in	constant	need	of	highly	qualified	teachers	and	assistant	teachers.	GreatSchools.org	can	help	you	find	top-rated
preschools	and	elementary	schools	in	your	community	as	well.	Professional	Groups	for	Educators	There	are	many	professional	organizations	for	teachers	in	the	state	of	Michigan	that	share	similar	visions.	The	Michigan	Education	Association	(MEA)	represents	over	157,000	educators	across	the	state.	It	supports	its	members’	goals,	interests	and	needs
while	advocating	to	improve	both	the	profession	and	local	public	schools.	It	provides	union	benefits	and	is	affiliated	with	the	National	Education	Association	(NEA),	the	nation’s	largest	professional	employee	organization,	with	three	million	members	in	over	14,000	communities	across	the	country.	The	Michigan	Association	for	the	Education	of	Young
Children	(MIAEYC)	increases	public	awareness	of	the	importance	of	early	childhood	education	and	provides	professional	development	and	networking	opportunities	for	educators.	It	is	an	affiliate	of	the	National	Association	for	the	Education	of	Young	Children	(NAEYC),	an	organization	consisting	of	80,000	members.	The	Michigan	Association	of
Teacher	Educators	(MATE)	strives	to	improve	development	opportunities	and	teacher	education	programs.	Members	receive	a	newsletter	as	well	as	previews	of	special	conferences.	Early	childhood	educators	near	Wayne	County	should	visit	the	Great	Start	Collaborative	of	Wayne	County	for	helpful	information	and	resources	on	teaching	young
children,	exploring	career	opportunities	and	more.	The	Teacher	Blog	Scene	in	Michigan	The	MLive	Michigan	Education	blog	covers	hot	topics,	issues	and	events	occurring	in	Michigan	schools,	as	does	the	Michigan	Department	of	News	and	Events	page.	Michigan	teachers	also	share	insightful	information	through	their	personal	blogs.	A	Differentiated
Kindergarten	is	blog	written	by	a	kindergarten	teacher	who	loves	sharing	classroom	ideas	for	differentiating	instruction	for	diverse	learners.	Funky	in	First	Grade	is	a	blog	written	by	an	experienced	teacher	and	speech	pathologist	who	shares	a	variety	of	ideas	for	teaching	the	early	childhood	learner.	Kinder-Craze	is	a	blog	written	by	a	Catholic	school
kindergarten	teacher	who	shares	classroom	activities	that	promote	a	high-quality	learning	experience.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	you	enter	in	the	text	you	see	in	the	image	below	so	we	can	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	you	enter	in	the
text	you	see	in	the	image	below	so	we	can	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	How	can	I	become	a	teacher	in	Michigan?	We	are	excited	you	are	interested	in	becoming	a	Michigan	teacher!	In	Michigan,	teacher	preparation	is	guided	by	statute	(otherwise	known	as	state	law),	state	administrative	rules,	and
teacher	preparation	program	standards.	As	per	data	from	the	Michigan	Department	of	Technology,	Management,	and	Budget,	the	count	of	licensed	early	education	educators	in	Michigan	stood	at	7,270	in	the	year	2012.	Projections	made	by	the	Department	suggest	that	by	the	year	2020,	there	will	be	a	notable	increase,	with	an	estimated	8,260	such
educators,	marking	a	growth	of	13.5	percent.	On	an	annual	basis,	approximately	287	job	opportunities	emerge	for	preschool	instructors	in	the	state	of	Michigan.	Collaboratively,	the	Office	of	Professional	Preparation	Services	(OPPS)	and	the	Michigan	Department	of	Education	(MDE)	have	joined	forces	with	the	aim	of	ensuring	that	the	educational
aspirations	of	Michigan’s	youth,	spanning	from	pre-kindergarten	through	the	12th	grade,	are	realized	through	the	implementation	of	top-notch	early	childhood	development	programs.	These	two	entities	also	diligently	ascertain	that	all	educational	programs	within	the	state	adhere	to	the	stringent	standards	set	forth	by	the	Michigan	Legislature	and
the	State	Board	of	Education.	Back	in	1986,	the	Michigan	State	Board	of	Education	officially	sanctioned	the	Standards	of	Quality	and	Curriculum	Guidelines	for	Preschool	Programs	tailored	for	Four-Year-Olds.	The	primary	objective	of	this	program	was	to	lay	down	a	comprehensive	framework	for	delivering	top-tier	preschool	education	to	those	young
learners	who	were	deemed	at-risk	of	experiencing	setbacks	in	their	school	journey.	Subsequently,	in	1992,	the	Board	of	Education	appointed	a	committee	responsible	for	the	formulation	of	Early	Childhood	Standards	of	Quality	encompassing	prekindergarten	through	second	grade.	Moreover,	in	2002,	the	Board	of	Education	went	on	to	endorse	a	task
force	that	was	dedicated	to	the	vital	mission	of	Ensuring	Early	Childhood	Literacy.	This	guide	maps	out	all	the	necessary	steps	a	dedicated	individual	must	follow	to	become	a	preschool	teacher	in	Michigan’s	public	schools.	The	journey	towards	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	in	Michigan	begins	with	completing	a	teacher	preparation	program,
approved	by	the	state.	Presently,	26	distinguished	educational	institutions	in	Michigan	offer	such	programs	that	focus	on	early	childhood	education.	Key	components	of	these	programs	include	a	bachelor’s	degree,	comprehensive	pedagogy	coursework,	and	invaluable	hands-on	experience	in	student	teaching.	Here	are	some	of	the	topics	covered	in
your	educator	preparation	program:	Understanding	Family	Systems;	Foundations	of	Early	Intervention	and	Education;	Creating	a	Positive	Learning	Environment	for	All	Children;	Making	Science	and	Mathematics	Engaging	for	Young	Children;	Encouraging	Language	Development	and	Literacy	in	Early	Childhood;	Employing	Effective	Instructional
Strategies	for	Young	Children;	Planning	a	Meaningful	Early	Childhood	Curriculum.	Michigan’s	Office	of	Great	Start	is	entrusted	with	the	mission	to	make	quality	learning	and	development	programs	accessible	to	all	children	in	Michigan,	from	birth	to	eight	years	old.	Priority	is	given	to	children	with	the	highest	needs.	A	center-based	program
recognized	for	its	quality	by	the	Office	of	Great	Start	must	ensure	its	caregivers	meet	the	following	criteria:	Lead	caregivers	should:	Possess	a	bachelor’s	degree	or	higher	in	fields	such	as	early	childhood	education,	child	development,	nursing,	or	other	child-related	disciplines.	Caregivers	with	an	endorsement	(Level	2	or	higher)	from	the	Michigan
Association	of	Infant	Mental	Health	are	preferential.	Other	caregivers	should:	Hold	either	an	associate’s	degree	or	higher	in	early	childhood	education,	child	development,	nursing,	or	a	related	field;	OR;	Earn	a	Child	Development	Associate	(CDA)	credential.	Preferred	caregivers	should	possess	a	Level	1	or	a	higher	endorsement	from	the	Michigan
Association	of	Infant	Mental	Health.	After	successfully	navigating	through	a	teacher	preparation	program	approved	either	by	Michigan	or	by	an	out-of-state	Board	of	Education,	your	next	mission	is	to	ace	the	Michigan	Test	for	Teacher	Certification	(MTTC)	in	Early	Childhood	Education	(General	and	Special	Education).	The	MTTC	exam,	comprising
100	multiple-choice	questions,	demands	a	minimum	score	of	220	to	pass.	The	schedule	and	locations	for	the	test	frequently	vary,	hence	it’s	highly	recommended	to	review	the	requirements	comprehensively	to	plan	your	exam	taking	strategy	appropriately.	An	understanding	of	the	structure	of	the	MTTC	exam	can	be	extremely	beneficial.	Here’s	a
breakdown	of	the	exam	assessment	areas:	Child	Development	and	Learning:	25%;	Communication,	Language,	and	Literacy	Development:	19%;	Learning	in	the	Content	Areas:	37%;	Professional	Development:	19%.	Here	are	some	tips	that	could	make	the	whole	experience	more	manageable:	Practice	with	past	question	papers	to	familiarize	yourself
with	the	style	of	questioning	and	to	identify	areas	you	might	need	to	focus	on;	Plan	a	study	schedule	well	in	advance	of	the	exam	to	ensure	you	have	ample	time	for	preparation	and	revision;	Understand	the	exam	pattern	and	scoring	system	to	be	better	prepared;	On	the	exam	day,	read	each	question	carefully	before	attempting	to	answer;	Always	aim
to	answer	every	question	as	there	is	no	penalty	for	incorrect	responses.	By	following	these	tips,	not	only	will	you	be	better	prepared,	but	you	will	also	be	able	to	approach	the	exam	with	a	calm,	confident	mind.	The	journey	to	becoming	a	preschool	teacher	in	Michigan	advances	with	obtaining	an	initial	teaching	license,	known	as	a	Provisional
Certificate.	This	licensure	is	valid	for	six	years	and	can	only	be	awarded	after	accomplishing	two	critical	landmarks:	concluding	a	state-approved	teacher	preparation	program	and	acing	the	MTTC	exam.	If	you	have	completed	the	educational	requirements	but	are	yet	to	pass	the	MTTC	exam,	you	can	petition	for	a	TEA2	Provisional	Temporary	Teacher
Employment	Authorization.	This	authorization	allows	you	to	teach	for	up	to	one	year	as	you	prepare	for	and	pass	the	MTTC	exam.	Note	that	the	T2EA	is	issued	only	after	a	careful	evaluation	of	your	application	and	is	non-renewable.	Also,	explore	Donald	Trump’s	unique	stance	on	early	childhood	education	in	this	insightful	article,	revealing	his
thoughts	and	impact	on	the	field.	The	provisional	teaching	license	needs	to	be	renewed	every	three	years.	Below	are	the	requirements	for	each	renewal:	First	Renewal:	Your	first	renewal	necessitates	at	least	ONE	of	the	following:	Completing	6	semester	hours	in	a	systematic	course	of	study	at	an	approved	EPI;	Gaining	6	semester	credit	hours	of
academic	credit	in	early	childhood	education	from	a	recognized	college	or	university;	Accumulating	150	State	Continuing	Education	Clock	Hours	(SCECHs)	in	early	childhood	education;	A	combination	of	semester	credit	hours	and	SCECHs;	Earning	an	approved	master’s	degree	or	higher.	Second	Renewal:	Your	second	renewal	demands	at	least	ONE
of	the	following:	Completing	6	semester	hours	in	a	planned	course	of	study	at	an	approved	EPI;	Gaining	6	semester	credit	hours	of	academic	credit	in	early	childhood	education	from	a	recognized	college	or	university	since	the	first	provisional	certificate	renewal;	Accumulating	150	State	Continuing	Education	Clock	Hours	(SCECHs)	in	early	childhood
education	since	the	first	provisional	certificate	renewal;	A	combination	of	semester	credit	hours	and	SCECHs	since	the	first	provisional	certificate	renewal	Earning	a	master’s	degree	or	higher.	Third	Renewal:	Your	third	and	final	renewal	requires:	Sponsorship	by	a	local	school	district	or	private	school;	Completion	of	all	academic	requirements	for	the
Professional	Education	Certificate;	Approval	by	the	Michigan	Department	of	Education.	After	understanding	these	steps,	you	might	be	eager	to	get	started.	We	recommend	checking	our	comprehensive	list	of	ECE	degrees	by	state	at	various	levels	to	find	the	one	that	best	suits	your	career	goals.	The	progression	of	your	career	as	a	preschool	teacher	in
Michigan	is	marked	by	the	attainment	of	a	Professional	Education	Certificate.	With	a	validity	of	five	years,	this	credential	is	issued	to	those	educators	who	already	hold	a	valid	Michigan	provisional	certificate.	To	qualify	for	a	professional	education	certificate,	you	need	to	meet	the	following	criteria:	Have	successfully	completed	at	least	3	years	of	early
childhood	teaching	experience;	Have	earned	at	least	3	semester	credit	hours	in	reading	methods	for	secondary	certified	teachers	and	at	least	6	semester	credit	hours	of	reading	methods	for	elementary	certified	teachers;	Have	acquired	at	least	3	semester	credit	hours	in	reading	disabilities	and	differentiated	instruction,	which	also	includes	a	field
experience;	Have	earned	at	least	3	semester	credit	hours	in	reading	diagnosis	and	remediation.	Furthermore,	you	must	also	meet	at	least	ONE	(or	a	combination)	of	the	following	prerequisites:	6	semester	hours	in	a	planned	course	of	study	from	an	approved	Educator	Preparation	Institution	(EPI);	6	semester	credit	hours	in	early	childhood	education
from	a	regionally	accredited	college	or	university	since	the	last	certificate	renewal;	150	State	Continuing	Education	Clock	Hours	(SCECHs)	in	early	childhood	education	since	the	last	certificate	renewal;	150	District-provided	Professional	Development	(PDDP)	clock	hours;	A	master’s	degree	or	higher.	Michigan	offers	an	alternate	path	to	becoming	a
preschool	teacher	–	The	Interim	Teaching	Certificate.	Valid	for	up	to	a	span	of	5	years,	this	certificate	permits	individuals	to	be	employed	in	a	public	school	even	as	they	are	enrolled	in	a	state-approved	alternative	route	teaching	program.	To	qualify	for	an	interim	teaching	certificate,	you	must	fulfill	the	following	requirements:	Be	currently	enrolled	in
a	state-approved	alternative	route	teaching	program;	Possess	a	bachelor’s,	master’s,	doctorate,	or	professional	degree	from	a	regionally	accredited	college/university,	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0;	Have	successfully	passed	the	MTTC	Professional	Readiness	examination	AND	the	Early	Childhood	Education	(General	and	Special	Education)	examination.
While	employed	under	an	interim	teaching	certificate,	you	must	accomplish	the	following	before	you	can	be	recommended	for	a	provisional	certificate	in	Michigan:	Pass	a	criminal	history	check,	inclusive	of	FBI	fingerprinting,	before	being	employed	by	a	Michigan	school	district;	Receive	intensive	coaching	and	observation;	Complete	at	least	three
years	of	satisfactory	teaching	experience.	This	multistep	journey	to	becoming	a	certified	preschool	teacher	in	Michigan	might	seem	daunting,	but	remember	the	end	goal	–	to	play	a	major	role	in	shaping	the	lives	of	young	children,	the	future	of	our	society.	So,	take	one	step	at	a	time,	and	keep	moving	forward!	Are	you	considering	a	career	as	a
preschool	teacher	in	Michigan?	Understanding	the	salary	landscape	is	crucial	to	making	an	informed	decision.	In	this	detailed	guide,	we’ll	explore	the	2013	average	preschool	teacher	salaries	in	Michigan,	how	they	vary	across	different	cities,	and	provide	insights	into	salary	percentiles.	Michigan	City10th	PercentileAverage	Salary90th	PercentileAnn
Arbor$19,910$33,030$46,490Battle	Creek$21,010$30,660$51,440Bay	City$17,830$26,630$39,570Flint$17,860$29,380$47,060Grand
Rapids$20,370$31,000$44,950Holland$17,120$24,150$38,400Jackson$16,290$26,920$42,350Kalamazoo$18,220$29,950$47,490Lansing$16,800$26,830$44,480Monroe$28,160$36,810$47,520Muskegon$18,330$36,040$67,820Niles$19,420$34,000$39,480Saginaw$16,550$24,250$38,470	In	conclusion,	the	state	of	Michigan	has	made	significant
strides	in	the	field	of	early	childhood	education,	as	evidenced	by	the	increasing	number	of	licensed	educators	and	the	commitment	to	ensuring	high-quality	programs	for	young	learners.	The	collaborative	efforts	of	the	Office	of	Professional	Preparation	Services	and	the	Michigan	Department	of	Education	have	played	a	crucial	role	in	setting	and
upholding	rigorous	standards	that	benefit	students	from	pre-k	through	12th	grade.	Over	the	years,	Michigan	has	developed	and	refined	educational	guidelines,	such	as	the	Standards	of	Quality	and	Curriculum	Guidelines	for	Preschool	Programs,	to	provide	a	strong	foundation	for	at-risk	preschoolers.	Additionally,	the	focus	on	Early	Childhood
Standards	of	Quality	and	the	task	force	for	Ensuring	Early	Childhood	Literacy	reflects	the	state’s	dedication	to	nurturing	early	learners	and	preparing	them	for	success	in	their	educational	journey.	As	Michigan	continues	to	prioritize	early	childhood	education,	it	is	well-positioned	to	foster	a	brighter	future	for	its	youth,	ensuring	that	they	receive	the
best	possible	start	in	their	educational	pursuits.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	you	enter	in	the	text	you	see	in	the	image	below	so	we	can	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	you	enter	in	the	text	you	see	in	the	image	below	so	we	can	confirm	your
identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	you	enter	in	the	text	you	see	in	the	image	below	so	we	can	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.
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