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Think	you’re	great	at	grammar?	You	might	be.	In	fact,	you	may	be.	Wait,	aren’t	those	the	same	thing?	Not	quite.	There	are	a	few	differences	between	may	and	might,	and	some	of	them	are	fuzzy,	subtle,	or	fluid.	Here,	we’ll	take	a	closer	look	at	the	differences	between	the	two	words,	so	you’ll	know	when	to	use	each	correctly.	Grammarly	helps	you	communicate	confidently	May	vs.	might	May	and	might	may	seem
interchangeable,	but	they	aren’t.	These	are	the	key	differences	between	them:	May:	Used	most	often	in	the	present	tense	Used	to	describe	a	probable	hypothetical	Can	be	used	to	give	or	ask	for	permission	Might:	Used	most	often	in	the	past	tense	Used	to	describe	unlikely	hypotheticals	Used	to	describe	situations	that	did	not	occur	As	you	can	see,	may	and	might	aren’t	diametrically	opposed.	While	may	is	often	used
to	ask	for	or	imply	permission,	might	has	nothing	to	do	with	permission—at	least,	in	American	English.	In	British	English,	might	is	often	used	to	ask	for	permission.	And	to	most	American	English	speakers,	while	this	doesn’t	necessarily	sound	wrong,	it’s	less	common.	When	it	comes	to	choosing	may	or	might	to	describe	a	hypothetical,	the	onus	is	on	the	speaker	or	writer	to	determine	just	how	likely	the	hypothetical	is
to	occur.	For	example,	let’s	say	you	applied	to	a	highly	selective	graduate	program.	If	you’re	feeling	confident	about	being	accepted,	you’d	likely	communicate	this	by	saying,	“I	may	enroll	in	a	highly	selective	graduate	program	next	fall.”	If	you’re	less	confident	but	still	want	to	communicate	that	it’s	a	possibility,	you’d	instead	say,	“I	might	enroll	in	a	highly	selective	graduate	program	next	fall.”	In	a	lot	of	instances,
though,	the	line	between	may	and	might	is	more	clear-cut.	Generally	speaking,	may	is	the	best	word	choice	when	writing	in	the	present	tense,	while	might	is	the	better	choice	when	writing	in	the	past	tense.	However,	this	isn’t	always	the	case.	Here	are	a	few	examples	to	the	contrary:	Upon	further	review,	I	may	have	graded	your	work	unfairly.	She	might	be	wearing	a	hat.	With	might	and	may,	the	grammatical	rules
for	using	them	may	be	more	accurately	described	as	guidelines.	Unlike	other	word	categories	and	speech	components,	such	as	its	versus	it’s,	there	are	few	definitively	correct	and	incorrect	ways	to	use	them.	Other	word	pairs	that	are	commonly	confused	despite	having	clearly	defined	usage	rules	are	to	versus	for	and	was	versus	were.	When	you’re	unsure	of	whether	to	use	may	versus	might,	our	grammar	checker
can	help	you	by	flagging	mistakes	in	your	writing	and	offering	suggestions.	May	in	a	sentence	An	easy	way	to	understand	how	to	use	may	and	might	is	to	see	them	in	sentences.	Use	may	when	you’re	describing	a	likely	hypothetical,	something	that’s	happening	in	the	present	tense,	or	something	about	which	you’re	granting	or	asking	for	permission.	Here	are	a	few	examples:	Javed	may	offer	more	tutoring	sessions	in
the	future.	You	may	bring	one	guest.	Might	in	a	sentence	Use	might	when	you’re	describing	an	unlikely	or	even	completely	speculative	hypothetical.	Generally,	might	is	the	better	choice	for	past	tense	as	well.	Look	at	these	examples:	The	mistake	was	only	in	a	few	frames,	so	the	film’s	editors	might	have	missed	it.	If	I	win	the	lottery,	I	might	buy	a	private	island.	May	be	vs.	might	be	The	differences	between	may	and
might	extend	to	may	be	and	might	be.	May	be	is	a	verb	phrase	that,	like	may,	indicates	a	likely	possibility.	Here	is	an	example:	The	students	may	be	going	on	a	field	trip	next	week	if	the	budget	is	approved.	Might	be	is	also	a	verb	phrase.	It	can	be	used	to	form	a	polite	suggestion	or,	like	might	on	its	own,	indicate	an	unlikely	possibility:	If	you	plan	to	apply	to	medical	school,	you	might	be	best	served	by	majoring	in
biology.	I’ll	do	all	I	can	to	make	it	to	the	meeting,	but	I	might	be	late.	May	vs.	might	examples	Here	are	different	ways	may	can	be	used	in	a	sentence:	Guests	may	park	in	our	driveway.	My	brother	may	need	to	pick	up	groceries	on	his	way	home.	May	I	be	excused	from	class	next	week?	We	may	be	in	the	running	for	the	top	prize!	Compare	them	to	the	ways	might	can	be	used	in	a	sentence:	If	it	hadn’t	rained,	we	might
have	held	a	barbecue.	The	delivery	person	might	have	dropped	off	a	package	while	I	was	in	class.	When	I’m	an	astronaut,	I	might	lead	the	first	mission	to	Jupiter.	May	be	vs.	might	be	examples	Now,	compare	may	be	example	sentences	with	might	be	example	sentences:	I	may	be	new	to	this	industry,	but	I	have	many	relevant	skills.	If	the	beautiful	weather	holds,	we	may	be	dismissed	early	to	enjoy	the	outdoors.	The
new	software	may	be	more	complex	than	we	realize.	It	might	be	easiest	if	you	prioritize	major	courses	this	semester	and	take	electives	next	year.	The	author	hinted	that	a	new	book	might	be	released	this	summer.	I	might	be	required	to	take	an	internship	in	order	to	graduate.	May	vs.	might	FAQs	What’s	the	difference	between	may	and	might?	The	word	may	is	typically	used	in	the	present	tense	to	indicate	something
that’s	likely	to	happen	or	to	ask	for	permission.	The	word	might	is	typically	used	in	the	past	tense	to	describe	something	that’s	unlikely	to	happen	or	situations	that	didn’t	take	place.	What’s	the	difference	between	may	be	and	might	be?	May	be	indicates	a	likely	possibility.	Might	be	can	communicate	a	polite	suggestion	or	indicate	an	unlikely	possibility.	May	be	vs.	maybe	May	be	is	a	verb	phrase,	which	means	it’s	a
phrase	that	functions	as	a	verb.	Maybe	is	an	adverb—which	means	it	modifies	a	verb,	adjective,	adverb,	or	an	entire	sentence—or	a	noun	that	means	uncertainty.	Princeton's	WordNet2.0	/	1	votemight,	mightiness,	powernounphysical	strengthSamuel	Johnson's	Dictionary0.0	/	0	votesMightthe	preterite	of	may.Matters	of	such	consequence	should	be	in	plain	words,	as	little	liable	as	might	be	to	doubt.	John
Locke.MoteObsolete.Most	ugly	shapes,Such	as	dame	Nature	self	mote	fear	to	see,Or	shame,	that	ever	should	so	foul	defectsFrom	her	most	cunning	hand	escaped	be.	Fairy	Queen.MightnounPower;	strength;	force.Etymology:	might	,	Saxon.What	so	strong,But	wanting	rest,	will	also	want	of	might.	Edmund	Spenser.	Quoth	she,	great	grief	will	not	be	told,And	can	more	easily	be	thought	than	said;Right	so,	quoth	he,	but
he	that	never	would,Could	never;	will	to	might	gives	greatest	aid.	Fa.	Qu.	An	oath	of	mickle	might.	William	Shakespeare,	Henry	V.	Wherefore	should	not	strength	and	mightThere	fail,	where	virtue	fails.	John	Milton,	Par.	Lost,	b.	vi.	With	might	and	main	they	chac’d	the	murd’rous	fox,With	brazen	trumpets	and	inflated	box.	Dryden.	This	privilege	the	clergy	in	England	formerly	contended	for	with	all	might	and	main.
John	Ayliffe,	Parergon.ChatGPT0.0	/	0	votesmightMight,	as	a	verb,	generally	refers	to	the	possibility	or	likelihood	of	something	happening	or	being	the	case.	It	suggests	a	potential	action,	ability,	or	outcome	that	is	uncertain	or	conditional.	As	a	noun,	might	can	refer	to	power,	strength,	or	authority.Webster	Dictionary3.3	/	7	votesMightof	MayMightimp.	of	MayMightforce	or	power	of	any	kind,	whether	of	body	or	mind;
energy	or	intensity	of	purpose,	feeling,	or	action;	means	or	resources	to	effect	an	object;	strength;	force;	power;	ability;	capacityEtymology:	[AS.	meahte,	mihte.]Chambers	20th	Century	Dictionary1.0	/	1	voteMightmīt,	pa.t.	of	may.Mightmīt,	n.	power:	ability:	strength:	energy	or	intensity	of	purpose	or	feeling.—adj.	Might′ful	(Shak.),	mighty:	powerful.—adv.	Might′ily.—n.	Might′iness,	state	of	being	mighty:	power:
greatness:	great	amount:	a	title	of	dignity:	excellency.—adj.	Might′y,	having	greater	power:	strong:	valiant:	very	great:	important:	exhibiting	might:	wonderful.—Might	and	main,	utmost	strength.	[A.S.	meaht,	miht;	Ger.	macht;	cf.	May.]Suggested	Resources0.0	/	0	votesMightMay	vs.	Might	--	In	this	Grammar.com	article	you	will	learn	the	differences	between	the	words	May	and	Might.MightMay	vs	Might	--	In	this
Grammar.com	article	you	will	learn	the	differences	between	the	words	May	and	Might.Surnames	Frequency	by	Census	Records0.0	/	0	votesMIGHTAccording	to	the	U.S.	Census	Bureau,	Might	is	ranked	#79338	in	terms	of	the	most	common	surnames	in	America.The	Might	surname	appeared	240	times	in	the	2010	census	and	if	you	were	to	sample	100,000	people	in	the	United	States,	approximately	0	would	have	the
surname	Might.91.2%	or	219	total	occurrences	were	White.4.1%	or	10	total	occurrences	were	Black.3.3%	or	8	total	occurrences	were	of	two	or	more	races.British	National	CorpusSpoken	Corpus	FrequencyRank	popularity	for	the	word	'might'	in	Spoken	Corpus	Frequency:	#139Written	Corpus	FrequencyRank	popularity	for	the	word	'might'	in	Written	Corpus	Frequency:	#159Verbs	FrequencyRank	popularity	for	the
word	'might'	in	Verbs	Frequency:	#34Usage	in	printed	sourcesFrom:	How	to	pronounce	might?How	to	say	might	in	sign	language?NumerologyChaldean	NumerologyThe	numerical	value	of	might	in	Chaldean	Numerology	is:	8Pythagorean	NumerologyThe	numerical	value	of	might	in	Pythagorean	Numerology	is:	3Isabel	Morales-Munoz:We	want	to	highlight	that	this	is	a	very	novel	finding	and	this	has	not	been
reported	before,	thus	there	is	no	previous	evidence	to	support	these	findings,	and	further	research	examining	the	specific	stages	of	sleep	development	in	childhood	are	needed,	however,	these	findings	might	be	explained	by	the	fact	that	sleep	highly	varies	in	early	childhood(	compared	to	later	stages,	such	as	adolescence	and	adulthood),	and	that	specific	sleep	patterns	might	have	different	significance	and	effects	at
specific	stages	of	the	child	´	s	development.Ignacio	Labaqui:Zannini's	nomination	together	with	the	packing	of	Front	for	Victory	legislative	tickets	with	'Cristinista'	hard-liners	will	affect	investors'	perceptions	about	policy	change,	scioli's	ability	to	make	a	clean	break	from	Cristina	might	be	negatively	affected	by	her	influence	after	the	end	of	her	presidential	term.Jay	Tabb:There's	a	high	degree	of	interest	in	some
individuals	from	both	spectrums	in	the	ongoing	debate	around	gun	rights,	around	ethnic	and	racial	issues,	that	potentially	has	them	coming	to	that	event	on	Monday	and	might	end	up	with	some	sort	of	criminal	activity	for	which	they	might	be	arrested.Elbert	Hubbard:The	ineffable	joy	of	forgiving	and	being	forgiven	forms	an	ecstasy	that	might	well	arouse	the	envy	of	the	gods.Jim	Reed:I	hate	doing	it,	but	I	got	to
protect	my	business,	he	might	do	this	again.	It	might	be	worse	next	time.	References	 امبر Arabicmoc,	síla,	zdatnost,	mohlCzechmåskeDanishMacht,	könnte,	könnten,	k,	Vermögen,	KraftGermanθα	μπορούσεGreekfuerza,	puede	queSpanish نکمم Persianmahti,	kyky,	voimaFinnishpourrait,	forceFrenchcumhachdScottish	Gaelic฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀HindiesetlegHungarianmungkinIndonesianforza,	potrebbe,	potereItalianאוליHebrew可能性
がありますJapanese฀฀฀฀฀฀฀Kannada฀Koreanpotentia,	potestas,	vis,	utLatinможе,	можност,	сила,	моќMacedoniankracht,	macht,	zou	kunnen,	vermogenDutchkanskjeNorwegiansiła,	potęga,	moc,	zdolnośćPolishtalvez,	pode	ser	que,	poderiaPortuguesear	puteaRomanianвозможность,	сила,	мог	быRussianmogota,	močSlovenekanske,	makt,	skulle	kunnaSwedish฀฀฀฀฀Tamil฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀Telugu฀฀฀ThaibelkiTurkish دیاش Urducó
thểVietnameseזאלYiddish威力Chinese	-	Select	-	简体中文	(Chinese	-	Simplified)	繁體中文	(Chinese	-	Traditional)	Español	(Spanish)	Esperanto	(Esperanto)	日本語	(Japanese)	Português	(Portuguese)	Deutsch	(German)	 ةيبرعلا 	(Arabic)	Français	(French)	Русский	(Russian)	฀฀฀฀฀	(Kannada)	฀฀฀	(Korean)	עברית	(Hebrew)	Gaeilge	(Irish)	Українська	(Ukrainian)	 ودرا 	(Urdu)	Magyar	(Hungarian)	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	(Hindi)	Indonesia	(Indonesian)
Italiano	(Italian)	฀฀฀฀฀	(Tamil)	Türkçe	(Turkish)	฀฀฀฀฀฀	(Telugu)	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	(Thai)	Tiếng	Việt	(Vietnamese)	Čeština	(Czech)	Polski	(Polish)	Bahasa	Indonesia	(Indonesian)	Românește	(Romanian)	Nederlands	(Dutch)	Ελληνικά	(Greek)	Latinum	(Latin)	Svenska	(Swedish)	Dansk	(Danish)	Suomi	(Finnish)	 یسراف 	(Persian)	 שידיִי 	(Yiddish)	հայերեն	(Armenian)	Norsk	(Norwegian)	English	(English)	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Medical,	Legal,
Acronyms,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.	force;	strength;	past	tense	of	mayNot	to	be	confused	with:mite	–	tiny	particle;	an	insect;	a	small	amountAbused,	Confused,	&	Misused	Words	by	Mary	Embree	Copyright	©	2007,	2013	by	Mary	Embree		(mīt)n.1.	Great	power	or	force,	as	of	a	nation	or	army.2.	Physical	strength:	Push	with	all	your	might!	See	Synonyms	at	strength.		(mīt)aux.v.	Past	tense	of	may	1.	a.	Used	to
indicate	a	condition	or	state	contrary	to	fact:	She	might	help	if	she	knew	the	truth.b.	Used	to	express	possibility	or	probability:	It	might	snow	tomorrow.2.	Used	to	express	possibility	or	probability	in	the	past:	She	thought	she	might	be	late,	but	she	arrived	on	time.3.	Archaic	Used	to	express	permission	in	the	past:	The	courtier	was	informed	that	he	might	enter	the	king's	chambers.4.	Used	to	express	a	higher	degree	of
deference	or	politeness	than	may,	ought,	or	should:	Might	I	express	my	opinion?[Middle	English,	from	Old	English	meahte,	mihte,	first	and	third	person	sing.	past	tense	of	magan,	to	be	able;	see	may1.]Usage	Note:	May	or	might?	In	many	situations,	the	choice	between	these	two	verbs	can	be	clarified	by	remembering	that	might	is	the	past	tense	form	of	may,	and	that	in	English,	a	past	tense	form	is	used	to	refer	not
just	to	events	that	occurred	in	the	past	(She	left	yesterday),	but	to	hypothetical,	counterfactual,	or	remotely	possible	situations	(If	you	left	now,	you'd	get	there	on	time.)	Thus,	the	past	tense	form	might	is	appropriate	in	this	sentence	about	a	future	event	that	is	a	remote	possibility:	If	I	won	the	lottery,	I	might	buy	a	yacht,	which	contrasts	with	the	present-tense	version	that	indicates	an	open	possibility:	If	I	win	the
lottery,	I	may	buy	a	yacht.	When	referring	to	a	hypothetical	or	contrary-to-fact	situation	in	the	past,	rather	than	an	imagined	future	situation,	the	verbs	are	shifted	to	the	remote	past:	won	becomes	had	won,	and	might	buy	becomes	might	have	bought:	If	I	had	won	the	lottery,	I	might	have	bought	a	yacht.	Since	about	the	1960s,	however,	people	have	started	using	may	have	where	might	have	would	be	expected	(as	in,
If	he	hadn't	tripped,	he	may	have	won	the	race).	Although	this	usage	is	common	in	casual	speech,	it	is	considered	unacceptable	by	the	majority	of	the	Usage	Panel.	In	our	2012	survey,	97	percent	of	the	Usage	Panelists	found	the	sentence	If	John	Lennon	had	not	been	shot,	the	Beatles	might	have	gotten	back	together	acceptable.	Only	a	third	of	the	Panel	(32	percent)	approved	of	the	same	sentence	with	may	have
replacing	might	have.	Using	may	have	for	a	past	counterfactual	situation	instead	of	might	have	is	not	only	frowned	upon	by	the	Panel	but	can	also	lead	to	confusion,	since	may	have	is	best	suited	for	a	different	kind	of	situation:	present	uncertainty	about	a	past	situation.	Keeping	the	two	forms	distinct	reduces	ambiguity.	He	may	have	drowned,	for	example,	is	best	used	to	mean	that	it	is	unknown	whether	the	man
drowned,	not	that	the	man	narrowly	escaped	drowning.	·	When	may	and	might	are	used	to	indicate	possibility	or	probability,	as	in	He	may	lose	his	job	or	We	might	go	on	vacation	next	year,	the	two	words	are	used	almost	interchangeably.	It	is	sometimes	said	that	might	suggests	a	lower	probability	than	may,	perhaps	because	of	its	use	in	hypothetical	statements	that	omit	the	conditional	clause	(You	might	get	there	on
time	can	be	thought	of	as	short	for	If	you	hurried,	you	might	get	there	on	time).	In	practice,	however,	few	people	make	this	distinction.Our	Living	Language	In	many	Southern	US	varieties	of	English,	might	can	be	paired	with	other	auxiliary	verbs	such	as	could,	as	in	We	might	could	park	over	there.	Words	like	might	and	could	are	known	as	modals,	since	they	express	certain	"moods"	(for	example,	I	might	go	indicates
an	uncertain	mood	on	the	part	of	the	speaker).	Combinations	such	as	might	could,	might	would,	and	might	can	are	known	as	double	modals.	Other	less	common	combinations	include	may	can,	may	will,	and	might	should.	Since	double	modals	typically	begin	with	may	or	might,	they	lessen	the	degree	of	conviction	or	certainty	(much	like	the	word	possibly)	more	than	a	single	modal	does.	Double	modals	are	used,	for
example,	to	minimize	the	force	of	what	one	is	saying,	as	when	asking	someone	for	a	favor	or	when	indicating	displeasure.	·	Although	double	modals	may	sound	odd	outside	of	the	South,	they	carry	little	if	any	social	stigma	within	the	South	and	are	used	by	speakers	of	all	social	classes	and	educational	levels—even	in	formal	instances	like	political	addresses.	Like	many	features	of	Southern	varieties	of	English,	the	use	of
double	modals	is	probably	due	to	the	fact	that	many	of	the	first	English	speakers	in	the	South	were	Scotch-Irish,	whose	speech	made	use	of	double	modals.American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(maɪt)	vb1.	making	the	past	tense	or
subjunctive	mood	of	may1:	he	might	have	come	last	night.	2.	(often	foll	by	well)	expressing	theoretical	possibility:	he	might	well	come.	In	this	sense	might	looks	to	the	future	and	functions	as	a	weak	form	of	may.	See	may12	(maɪt)	n1.	power,	force,	or	vigour,	esp	of	a	great	or	supreme	kind3.	(with)	might	and	main	See	main18[Old	English	miht;	compare	Old	High	German	maht,	Dutch	macht]Collins	English	Dictionary	–
Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(maɪt)	auxiliary	v.,	pres.	sing.	and	pl.	might;	past	might.	1.	pt.	of	may	1	:	I	asked	if	we	might	borrow	their	car.	2.	(used	to	express	tentative	possibility):	She	might	have	called	while	you	were	out.	3.	(used	to	express	an	unrealized	possibility):	He	might	have	been	killed!	4.	(used	to
express	advisability	or	offer	a	suggestion):	They	might	at	least	have	tried.	5.	(used	to	express	contingency,	esp.	in	clauses	indicating	condition,	concession,	result,	etc.):	difficult	as	it	might	be.	6.	(used	in	polite	requests	for	permission):	Might	I	speak	to	you	for	a	moment?	might2	(maɪt)	n.	1.	physical	strength:	He	swung	with	all	his	might.	2.	superior	power	or	strength;	force:	the	theory	that	might	makes	right.	3.	power
or	ability	to	be	effective:	the	might	of	the	ballot	box.	[before	900;	Middle	English	myghte,	Old	English	miht,	meaht;	c.	Old	Frisian	mecht,	macht,	Old	Saxon,	Old	High	German	maht,	Old	Norse	māttr,	Gothic	mahts;	n.	derivative	from	Germanic	base	of	may1;	compare	main]	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights
reserved.	–	mayMight	and	may	are	used	mainly	to	talk	about	possibility.	They	can	also	be	used	to	make	a	request,	to	ask	permission,	or	to	make	a	suggestion.	When	might	and	may	are	used	with	the	same	meaning,	may	is	more	formal	than	might.	Might	and	may	are	called	modals.In	conversation,	the	negative	form	mightn't	is	often	used	instead	of	'might	not'.	The	form	mayn't	is	much	less	common.	People	usually	use
the	full	form	may	not.He	mightn't	have	time	to	see	you.It	may	not	be	as	hard	as	you	think.1.	possibility:	the	present	and	the	futureYou	can	use	might	or	may	to	say	that	it	is	possible	that	something	is	true	or	that	something	will	happen	in	the	future.I	might	see	you	at	the	party.This	may	be	why	she	enjoys	her	work.You	can	use	could	in	a	similar	way,	but	only	in	positive	sentences.Don't	eat	it.	It	could	be	poisonous.See
can	-	could	-	be	able	toYou	can	use	might	well	or	may	well	to	show	that	it	is	fairly	likely	that	something	is	true.I	think	that	may	well	be	the	last	time	we	see	him.You	use	might	not	or	may	not	to	say	that	it	is	possible	that	something	is	not	true.He	might	not	like	spicy	food.That	may	not	be	the	reason	she	left.Be	Careful!Don't	use	'might	not'	or	'may	not'	to	say	that	it	is	impossible	that	something	is	true.	Instead	you	use
could	not,	cannot,	or	can't.She	could	not	have	known	what	happened	unless	she	was	there.He	cannot	be	younger	than	me.You	can't	talk	to	the	dead.Be	Careful!Don't	use	'may'	when	you	are	asking	if	something	is	possible.	Don't	say,	for	example,	'May	he	be	right?'	Say	'Might	he	be	right?'	or,	more	usually,	'Could	he	be	right?'Might	we	have	got	the	date	wrong?Be	Careful!Don't	say	'What	may	happen?'	You	usually	say
'What	is	likely	to	happen?'What	are	likely	to	be	the	effects	of	these	changes?2.	possibility:	the	pastYou	use	might	or	may	with	have	to	say	that	it	is	possible	that	something	happened	in	the	past,	but	you	do	not	know	whether	it	happened	or	not.Jorge	didn't	play	well.	He	might	have	been	feeling	tired.I	may	have	been	a	little	unfair	to	you.Could	have	can	be	used	in	a	similar	way.It	could	have	been	one	of	the	staff	that
stole	the	money.Be	Careful!However,	if	something	did	not	happen	and	you	want	to	say	that	there	was	a	possibility	of	it	happening,	you	can	only	use	might	have	or	could	have.	Don't	use	'may	have'.	For	example,	you	say	'If	he	hadn't	fallen,	he	might	have	won	the	race'.	Don't	say	'If	he	hadn't	hurt	his	ankle,	he	may	have	won	the	race'.A	lot	of	men	died	who	might	have	been	saved.You	use	might	not	or	may	not	with	have
to	say	that	it	is	possible	that	something	did	not	happen	or	was	not	true.They	might	not	have	got	your	message.Her	parents	may	not	have	realized	what	she	was	doing.Be	Careful!Don't	use	'might	not	have'	or	'may	not	have'	to	say	that	it	is	impossible	that	something	happened	or	was	true.	Instead	you	use	could	not	have	or,	in	British	English,	cannot	have.They	could	not	have	guessed	what	was	going	to	happen.The
measurement	can't	have	been	wrong.3.	requests	and	permissionIn	formal	English,	may	and	might	are	sometimes	used	for	making	a	request,	or	asking	or	giving	permission.4.	suggestionsMight	is	often	used	in	polite	suggestions.You	might	like	to	read	this	and	see	what	you	think.I	think	it	might	be	better	to	switch	off	your	phones.Collins	COBUILD	English	Usage	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	2004,	2011,	2012
Noun1.might	-	physical	strength						strength	-	the	property	of	being	physically	or	mentally	strong;	"fatigue	sapped	his	strength"Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.noun	power,	force,	energy,	ability,	strength,	capacity,	efficiency,	capability,	sway,	clout	(informal),	vigour,	prowess,	potency,	efficacy,	valour,	puissance	The	might	of	the	army	could	prove	a
decisive	factor.Collins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002noun2.	The	right	and	power	to	command,	decide,	rule,	or	judge:authority,	command,	control,	domination,	dominion,	jurisdiction,	mastery,	power,	prerogative,	sovereignty,	sway.4.	Capacity	or	power	for	work	or	vigorous	activity:Informal:	get-up-and-go,	go,	pep,	peppiness,
zip.	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	 لمََتحْمُـلا 	 نَمِه(وُقام(برام(برُ možnásílasnadmocmoci	aspoňburdekunnekunne	godtkunne	måskemagtforcepouvoir	queêtre	susceptible	degætigæti;	mættimáttur,	afl,	krafturforzapass.	di	maypoterepotrei,	potrestiiespējams,
kaspēksvai	drīkstu...?varenībavarētu-ebilirgüçkuvvetmuktedir	olmakCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	20051	pret	of	may;	they	might	be	brothers,	they	look	so	alike	→	sie	könnten	Brüder
sein,	sie	sehen	sich	so	ähnlich;	as	you	might	expect	→	wie	zu	erwarten	war;	…	I	might	add	→	…	möchte	ich	hinzufügen;	how	old	might	he	be?	→	wie	alt	er	wohl	ist?;	might	I	smoke?	→	dürfte	ich	wohl	rauchen?;	you	might	try	Smith’s	→	Sie	könnten	es	ja	mal	bei	Smiths	versuchen;	he	might	at	least	have	apologized	→	er	hätte	sich	wenigstens	entschuldigen	können;	I	might	have	known	→	das	hätte	ich	mir	denken	können;
she	was	thinking	of	what	might	have	been	→	sie	dachte	an	das,	was	hätte	sein	können2	Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	20072	[maɪt]	n	→	forza,	potere	m,	forze	fplwith	all	one's	might	→	con	tutte	le	proprie	forzeCollins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©	HarperCollins	Publishers
1995	(mait)	–	negative	short	form	mightn't	(ˈmaitnt)	1.	past	tense	of	may.	I	thought	I	might	find	you	here;	He	might	come	if	you	offered	him	a	meal.	sal	dalk	 ام(برُ 	можеше	poder	snad,	možná	pt.	of	may:können	kunne;	ville	måske	ίσωςpoder,	ser	posible	que	võima	 نتشاد 	 ناکما 	saattaa	se	pouvoir	que	עשוי	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	mogao	-hatna,	-hetne	mungkin	gæti;	mætti	potere	mayの過去形	…		galëti	varētu	mungkin	zou	kunnen	kunne,
villemóc	 لرل 	 ناكما 	ser	capaz	de	a	(se)	putea	să	возможно	možno	utegniti	možda	skulle,	skulle	kanske	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	2	฀฀฀	may	...-ebilir(di)	「may」的過去式	міг	و 	฀ ฀ر اظ 	 ناکما 	 طورشم ฀	 	س سج 	quá	khứ	của	may	may的过去式	2.	used	instead	of	`may',	eg	to	make	a	possibility	seem	less	likely,	or	a	request	for	permission	more	polite.	He	might	win	if	he	tries	hard;	Might	I	speak	to	you	for	a	few	minutes,	please?	mag,	kan	 ام(بر 	
форма)	poder	mohl(a)	by(ch)	können	kunne;	kunne	måske	θα	μπορούσα	(για	ευγενική	παράκληση)	poder	võiks	äkki	 نتسناوت 	saattaa	se	pouvoir	que;	permettez	que...	עלול	עשוי,	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	moći,	smjeti	mungkin	gæti	potere	～かもしれない	…	,	…	?	galëti	iespējams,	ka;	(lūgumos)	vai	drīkstu...?	mungkin	zou	kunnen	kunnemóc	 ناوت 	 ولوك mohol	можно	пожалуи;	быть,	может	să	putea	(se)	a	poder	د	
by	moči	mogu	skulle	kanske,	skulle	kunna	฀฀฀฀฀	...-ebilir	可能(可能性低於「may」)	міг	би	 لمعتسم ฀	 گج 	 یک 	may	sử	dụng	trong	lời	đề	nghị	lịch	sự	可能，也许	3.	used	in	suggesting	that	a	person	is	not	doing	what	he	should.	You	might	help	me	clean	the	car!	sal	dalk	 هنم 	 ع(قَوَتمُلا 	 لمَْعَي 	لا	 صخْ(شلا 	 نا 	 ءاحيلأل 	 لمَْعَتسُْت :	 ام(بر 	можеше	(препоръка)	poderia	moci	aspoň	können	kunne	godt;	burde	θα	μπορούσα...	(για	να	δηλώσει	πράξη	που	έπρεπε	να	γίνεται)	
voida	pouvoir	au	moins	 תייהָ 	 תֹוחָפְל ...	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	moći	segíthetnél...	bisa	gæti	(áminning	eða	skipun)	potere	～してくれてもよいのに	...		galëtum,	galëtø	varētu	boleh	zou	kunnen	kunne,	burde	mógłbym,	mógłbyś	itd.	 حلاطصا 	 ىPك 	 تخو 	 هپ 	 ىنتVوغ 	...-ebilir(sin)	de)	(belki	฀฀฀฀฀	kunna	gott	skulle	bi	mogao	vsaj...	bi	lahko	aspoň	by	mohol	бы	мог	puţin	cel	putea	a	podia	د	
示某人未做該做的事)	міг	би	و 	฀ و	ر฀ی 	฀ ںی ฀ن	 یروپ 	 عقوت 	 یئوک 	 رگا ฀	 ئل ฀	 	ک تیاکش 	 را ฀ ظا 	đề	nghị	ai	làm	gì	会might	as	well	used	to	suggest	that	there	is	no	good	reason	for	not	doing	something.	I	might	as	well	do	it	all	at	once.	kan	netsowel	 ءي(شلا 	 لْعِف 	 مَدَعِل 	 ببس 	 دجَوي 	لا	 هنأ 	 ءاحيلإل 	 لمَْعَتسُْت :	 اضْيأ 	мога	(няма	причина	да	не	го	направя)	poder	muito	bem	moci	stejně	tak	dobře	ebensogut	auch...können	kunne	lige	så	godt	θα	μπορούσα	κάλλιστα	

תייהָ 	 תֹוחָפְל 	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	također	moći	legjobb	lesz,	ha	lebih	baik	gæti	rétt	eins	fare	meglio	(al	condizionale0	～したほうがよい	...			gal	geriau	tikpat	labi	varētu	lebih	baik	kunnenkunne	like	godt	mógłbym	również,	mógłbyś	również	itd.	 دياب 	é	preferível	(fazer)	a	putea	la	fel	de	bine	мог	бы	и	môcť	rovnako	dobre	lahko	bi	pa....	mogao	bih	kunde	lika	gärna	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀	(...-ması)	iyi	olmak	還是…
好了	цілком	можливо	(зробити	що)	 یھب 	 ںوی 	có	lẽ	还是	...	的好might	have1.	used	to	suggest	that	something	would	have	been	possible	if	something	else	had	been	the	case.	You	might	have	caught	the	bus	if	you	had	run.	sou	dalk	kon	 نأ 	 نِكمْمُلا 	 نم 	 ناك 	можех	ако...	poderia	ter	byl(a)	by(ste)	mohl(a)	hätte	können	kunne	have	θα	μπορούσα	να	είχα	podría	haber	oleks	võinud	 دینکب 	 ار 	 راک 	 نیا 	 یتسیاب 	olisi	voinut	il	aurait	été	possible	que...	si	
฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	moguće	biti	elérhetted	volna...	seharusnya	bisa	hefði	getað	.	.	.	ef	potere	～したかもしれない	...		būčiau/būtum	galėjęs	būtu	varējis;	iespējams,	ka	būtu...	seharusnya	had	kunnen	kunne	mógłbym,	mógłbyś	itd.	 ىhكو 	 راك 	 اد 	 دياب 	poderia	ter	a	fi	putut	să	мог	бы	bol	by	mohol	lahko	bi	bil...	mogao	je	skulle	kanske	฀฀฀฀฀	...-ebilirdi	理應	міг	би	 یھت 	 یتکس 	 لم 	 یبایماک 	 وت 	 اتو 	฀ ایگ 	 ایک 	 مادقا 	 یئوک 	 رگا ฀	 ک ฀	 ئل ฀	 ک ฀	 نرک ฀ر	 اظ ฀	 ی
lẽ	ra	可能会2.	used	to	suggest	that	a	person	has	not	done	what	he	should.	You	might	have	told	me!	moes	 نأ 	 ناكملإاب 	 ناك 	можеше	(трябвало	е)	bem	que	podia	ter	měl(a)	jste	hätte	können	burde	have	θα	μπορούσα,	θα	έπρεπε	να	είχα	debería	oleks	võinud	 دینکب 	 ار 	 راک 	 نیا 	 یتسیاب 	olisi	voinut	aurais	dû	au	moins	ל	 ךיִרָצ 	 ָתייִהָ ...	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	moguće	napraviti	elmondhatta(d)
volna...	seharusnya	hefði	getað/átt	að	.	.	.	en	potere	(al	condizionale	passato	～してくれてもよかったのに	...		galėjai,	galėjo...	būtu	varējis	sepatutnya	had	kunnen	burde/kunne	(ha)	mogłem	przecież,	mogłeś	przecież	itd.	 ىhكو 	 ىي 	 دياب 	bem	que	podia	ter	ar	fi	trebuit	să	мог	бы	mal	si	lahko	bi	vsaj...	mogao	si	kunde	[gott]	฀฀฀฀฀	...-ebilirdi	應該(表示某人未做該做的事)	міг	би	 یھت 	ر฀ی	 اج 	 یک 	 عقوت ฀	 	س سا 	 یک 	 سج 	 ایک 	 ںی ฀ن	 ماک ฀	 و ฀	 	ن یسک ฀	 ک ฀	 ئل ฀	 ک ฀	 نرک ฀ر	 اظ ฀	 ی
show	that	something	was	a	possible	action	etc	but	was	in	fact	not	carried	out	or	done.	I	might	have	gone,	but	I	decided	not	to.	sou	 لَعْفأ 	 مل 	 يoنكلو 	 كلذ 	 لَعْفأ 	 نأ 	 ناكملإاب 	 ناك 	можех	(съществувала	е	възможност)	até	podia	ter	bylo	by	bývalo	možné	hätte	können	kunne	have	θα	μπορούσα	να	είχα	podría	oleks	võinud	 یداد 	 یم 	 ماجنا 	 ار 	 راک 	 نیا 	 یتسیاب 	olisi	voinut	il	aurait	été	possible	que...	mais	 תייִהָ ...	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀
฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	moguće	učiniti	elmehettem	volna...	mestinya	það	hefði	verið	mögulegt	að	.	.	.	en	potere	～できたのに	(しなかった)			galėjau,	galėjai...	būtu	varējis;	bija	iespējams	semestinya	had	kunnen	kunne	mogłem,	mogłeś	itd.	 ىاوىhك 	 ىساد 	 وم 	 دياب 	até	podia	ter	a	fi	putut	să	мог	бы	bolo	by	bývalo	možné	lahko	bi	bil...	mogao	sam	skulle,	tänkte	฀฀฀฀฀	...-ebilirdi	是可以…(表示可以做但未做的事)	міг	би	ا฀ر	 ںی ฀ن	 با 	 وج 	 ناکما ฀	 قباس 	 یئوک
when	a	person	does	not	want	to	admit	to	having	done	something.	`Have	you	seen	this	man?'	`I	might	have.'	dalk	 ام 	 ائْيشَ 	 لَعَف 	 هنأ 	 فارِتْعلإا 	 ديرُي 	لا	 صخْ(شلا 	 نأ 	 ريبعتلل 	 لمَْعَتسُْت 	може	би	(отговарям	уклончиво)	talvez	snad	ano	hätte	sein	können	kunne	have	ίσωςtal	vez	võib-olla	 دیهد 	 ماجنا 	 ار 	 راک 	 نیا 	 یتسیاب 	ehkä	c'est	possible	ייתכן	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	moguće	
forse	～だったかもしれない				galbūt	iespējams,	varbūt	boleh	jadi	misschien	kunne	hende,	kanskje...,	tja	mogłem,	mogłeś	itd.	 ىhكو 	 ىساد 	 دياب 	talvez	e	posibil	могло	быть	и	так	snáď	áno	mogoče	možda	kan	[kanske]	฀฀฀฀	(belki	de)	...-ebildi	或許有吧！(表示某人不願承認做了某事)	міг	би	 ฀฀ اچ 	 ان ฀ک	 ںی ฀ن	 ھچک ฀	 	س نیقی 	 یئوک 	 بج 	có	thể	也许有I	etc	might	have	known	(often	used	in	annoyance)	I	etc	ought	to	have	known,	thought,	guessed	etc	that	something	was	or	would	be
the	case.	I	might	have	known	you	would	lose	the	key!	 نأ 	 لمََتحْمُلا 	 نم 	 ناك 	devia	saber	kdybych	byl	tušil	ich,	etc.	hätte	wissen	können	kunne	have;	burde	have	έπρεπε	να	το	καταλάβω	debería	haber	sabido	oleks	võinud	arvata	olisi	pitänyt	arvata	j'aurais	dû	me	douter	tudhattam	volna	seharusnya	saya	tahu	ég	hefði	mátt	vita	(avrei	dovuto	aspettarmelo)	わかっているべきだったのに	...		negi	galėjau	žinoti,	...	varēju	gan	zināt,	ka...;	zināju	jau,
ka...	had	kunnen	jeg	(osv.)	burde	(ha)	visst	 لرل 	 هنPيدنا 	 ىكخم 	 هل 	devia	saber	ar	fi	trebuit	să	ştiu	Так	я	и	знал!	mohol	som	tušiť	lahko	bi	si	bil	mislil	jag	borde	ha	förstått	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	...-meliydi	我早該想到，我早該猜到	本应该知道	(mait)	noun	power	or	strength.	The	might	of	the	opposing	army	was	too	great	for	us.	mag	 ه(وُق 	мощ	força	moc,	síla	die	Macht	magt;	styrke	ισχύςfuerza	võimsus	 تردق 	voima	force,	puissanceעוצמה	כוח,
moć,	sila	erő,	hatalom	keperkasaan	máttur,	afl,	kraftur	forza,	potenza	力	,		galia,	jėga	spēks;	varenība	kekuasaan	machtmakt,	styrke,	kraftpotęga	 ناوت 	força	forţă,	putere	могущество,	мощь	moc,	sila	moč	moć	kraft,	förmåga,	makt	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	kuvvet,	güç	力量，力氣	могутність;	міць	 توق 	 یلومعم 	 ریغ 	sức	mạnh	力量ˈmighty	adjective	having	great	power.	a	mighty	nation.	magtig	 همَيظَع 	 ٍة(وُق 	 وذ 	 ،يوَق 	могъщ	poderoso	mocný	mächtig	mægtig
ισχυρόςpoderoso,	potente,	enorme	vägev	 اناوت 	mahtava	puissant	 המָצֹוע 	 בַר 	฀฀฀฀฀฀	moćan,	silan	hatalmas	perkasa	voldugur,	sterkur	forte,	potente	強力な			galingas,	stiprus	spēcīgs;	varens	berkuasa	machtig	mektig,	veldig;	kraftigpotężny	 دنمناوت 	poderoso	puternic	могущественный;	мощный	mocný	mogočen	moćan	mäktig,	väldig,	kraftig,	stark	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	güçlü,	kuvvetli	強大的	могутній	 روتقاط 	hùng	mạnh	强大的ˈmightily	adverb	magtig

ه(وقُِب 	мощно	poderosamente	mocně	mächtig	mægtigt	ισχυρά	enormemente	võimsalt	 روز 	 اب 	mahtavasti	puissamment	 המָצֹועְּב ,	 חַֹוּכְּב 	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	krajnje,	silno	erőszakosan,	hevesen;	nagymértékben	dengan	kuat	kröftuglega	potentemente	強力に		galingai,	stipriai	spēcīgi;	vareni	dengan	berkuasa	machtig	mektig,	voldsomt;	kraftig	potężnie	 هروز 	 هپ 	poderosamente	cu	putere,	cu	forţă	мощно	mocne	močno	moćno	mäktigt,	kraftigt,	väldigt	
฀฀฀	kuvvetle,	kudretle	強而有力地	могутньо;	сильно	฀س	 تمظع 	،฀ جرد 	 دح 	mạnh	mẽ	强有力地ˈmightiness	noun	magtigheid	 هرَْدُق 	 ،ه(وُق 	могъщество	poder	mohutnost	die	Macht	magt	ισχύςfuerza,	poder	vägevus	 ییاناوت 	mahtavuus	puissanceעוצמה	כוח,	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	silovitost	erősség,	hatalmasság	kekuatan	máttur,	styrkur	potenza	強力		stiprumas	spēks;	varenība	kekuasaan	machtigheid	stormektighet,	voldsomhetmoc	 ىياناوت 	poder	putere	мощность
mohutnosť	moč	moćnost	makt,	kraft	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	kuvvet,	kudret	強大	могутність	 تمظع 	sức	mạnh;	sự	hùng	mạnh	强大Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	→	 لمََتحْمُـلا 	 نَمِ 	možná	måske	können	μπορώ	poder	saattaa	être	susceptible	de	moći	potrei,	potresti	かもしれない	~฀฀฀	฀฀฀	kunnen	kanskje	móc	poder,	talvez	мочь	kanske	฀฀฀฀฀	muktedir	olmak	có	thể	可能会Multilingual	Translator	©
HarperCollins	Publishers	2009	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	They	need	not	fear	and	they	still	collect	three	persons	of	great	might:	Discretion	and	Strength	they	hight,	and	Beauty	may	not	abide	behind,	also	Five	Wits	as	for	counsellors.	used	when	showing	that	something	is	or	was	possibleHe
might	get	there	in	time,	but	I	can't	be	sure.It	might	not	be	too	late	to	save	the	building.I	know	Vicky	doesn't	like	the	job,	but	I	mightn't	find	it	too	bad.The	pills	might	have	helped	him,	if	only	he'd	taken	them	regularly.He	might	say	that	now	(=	it	is	true	that	he	does),	but	he	can	soon	change	his	mind.He	might,	if	he	chose,	retire	and	live	in	luxury	for	the	rest	of	his	days.Topics	Doubt,	guessing	and	certaintya2	used	as
the	past	tense	of	may	when	reporting	what	somebody	has	saidHe	said	he	might	come	tomorrow.	Zheng	said	she	might	not	stay	in	the	city	for	long.	used	to	make	a	polite	suggestionYou	might	try	calling	the	help	desk.I	thought	we	might	go	to	the	zoo	on	Saturday.Topics	Suggestions	and	adviceb2	(British	English)	used	to	ask	permission	politelyMight	I	use	your	phone?If	I	might	just	say	something…	(formal)	used	to	ask
for	informationHow	might	the	plans	be	improved	upon?And	who	might	she	be?	used	to	show	that	you	are	annoyed	about	something	that	somebody	could	do	or	could	have	doneI	think	you	might	at	least	offer	to	help!Honestly,	you	might	have	told	me!	used	to	say	that	you	are	not	surprised	by	somethingI	might	have	guessed	it	was	you!Her	film	was	full	of	magical	effects,	as	you	might	expect.	used	to	emphasize	that	an
important	point	has	been	made‘And	where	is	the	money	coming	from?’	‘You	might	well	ask!’Grammar	Point	modal	verbsmodal	verbsThe	modal	verbs	are	can,	could,	may,	might,	must,	ought	to,	shall,	should,	will	and	would.	Dare,	need,	have	to	and	used	to	also	share	some	of	the	features	of	modal	verbs.Modal	verbs	have	only	one	form.	They	have	no	-ing	or	-ed	forms	and	do	not	add	-s	to	the	3rd	person	singular
form:He	can	speak	three	languages.She	will	try	and	visit	tomorrow.Modal	verbs	are	followed	by	the	infinitive	of	another	verb	without	to.	The	exceptions	are	ought	to,	have	to	and	used	to:You	must	find	a	job.You	ought	to	stop	smoking.I	used	to	smoke	but	I	gave	up	two	years	ago.Questions	are	formed	without	do/does	in	the	present,	or	did	in	the	past:Can	I	invite	Mary?Should	I	have	invited	Mary?Negative	sentences
are	formed	with	not	or	the	short	form	-n’t	and	do	not	use	do/does	or	did.You	will	find	more	help	with	how	to	use	modal	verbs	at	the	dictionary	entries	for	each	verb.	Idioms	may/might	(just)	as	well	do	something	used	to	say	that	something	seems	the	best	thing	to	do	in	the	situation	that	you	are	in,	although	you	may	not	really	want	to	do	itIf	no	one	else	wants	it,	we	might	as	well	give	it	to	him.	used	to	say	that	there	is
no	real	difference	between	two	things	that	you	might	doIf	you	are	going	to	have	sugar,	you	may	as	well	have	a	bar	of	chocolate.	See	might	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	might	in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary	of	Academic	English
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