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The Turkish language is estimated to be made out of a total of 150,000 words with the largest Turkish dictionary having over 100,000 words. This can look like a really big and frightening number to someone wanting to start learning Turkish, but here's the good news: you only need to know roughly 5% of the total words to be fluent in Turkish. This
translates into knowing only the 5,000 most common Turkish words in order to be able to have fluent conversations in Turkish.Let's start learning the top 15 most common Turkish verbs! yemek: to eat icmek: to drink sahip olmak: to have diisinmek: to think bilmek: to know sevmek: to like sdoylemek: to tell vermek: to give almak: to take gormek: to
see varmak: to arrive gitmek: to come gelmek: to come yazmak: to write sormak: to ask When you know the most common 100 Turkish wordsYou can understand 50% of the texts written in TurkishTop 10 most common Turkish words pronounced by fluent Turkish speakersLet's naturally start with "Merhaba" which means "Hello" in Turkish. This is
one of the most known words in Turkish and a great way to start a conversation with someone from Turkey. Click play below to listen to the actual pronunciation:Love is a universal feeling and we definitely had to talk about it here. Turkish people have a lovely way of saying they love someone or something through the word "ask". Hear it in action
here:When there's love, there's definitely happiness. We are all chasing "mutluluk" as Turkish speaking people would say. Listen closely and you might just get some “happiness” in your life today:Let's talk pets. There are two types of people in the world: cat people and dog people. We are going to talk about cats first or how people in Turkey would
say: "kedi". Listen to how it sounds like:But let's not forget our lovely and loyal companions, dogs. A dog in Turkish is "kopek", a really useful word for dog lovers worldwide. Here is how you would pronounce it:Now it is time to smile. Or how someone from France would say: "gulimsemek". Smiling makes us happy and helps us stay healthy, so that's
why we all need to smile every day. Here's the Turkish pronunciation:Next, let’s see how people in Turkey say “Turkish”. The correct answer is "turk". Listen to how a Turkish speaker would pronounce it:Yes, we have arrived at number 8 where “yes” is the subject to be discussed. Turkish speakers say “yes” by simply saying "evet". Enhance your
understanding by listening to how a person from Turkey would pronounce it:Thank you for reading this far or should I say "Tesekkurler" as they say in Turkish. Here's a native speaker thanking you in Turkish:No polite conversation can end without a good old goodbye or "Hoscakalin!" how Turkish people usually say. Now it's time for a delightful
Turkish voice to say "Goodbye" to you: * yarin: tomorrow ¢ bugiin: today ¢ diin: yesterday ¢ saat: hour * dakika: minute * saniye: second ¢ hafta: week ¢ kopri: bridge ¢ tinel: tunnel ¢ otopark: car park * demiryolu: railway ¢ sokak: street ¢ plaj: beach ¢ alisveris merkezi: shopping mall * cami: mosque * miize: museum ¢ konsolosluk: embassy ¢ firin:
bakery ¢ otobiis: bus ¢ havaalani: airport ¢ otobus/tren istasyonu: bus/train station ¢ bilet: ticket ¢ tren istasyonu: train station ¢ kiz cocuk: girl ¢ erkek cocuk: boy ¢ kadin: woman ¢ erkek: man ¢ anne: mother ¢ baba: father ¢ sarap: vine ¢ siit: milk ¢ kahve: coffee ¢ cay: tea ¢ su: water * kahvalti: breakfast ¢ kek: cake * ekmek: bread Learning
adjectives and adverbs is a great way to improve your conversational skills in Turkish. They can help you describe people, places, and things more accurately, and express your thoughts and feelings more effectively. It is time to learn Turkish adjectives and adverbs to boost your conversational skills. ¢ zor: hard ¢ kolay: easy * kuru: dry ¢ 1slak: wet ¢
erken: early ¢ gec: late * hizli: fast ¢ sol: left ¢ sag: right ¢ soguk: cold ¢ sicak: hot * oldukca: extremely * ortalama: average ¢ orada: there * burada: here ¢ ilk: first ¢ sonra: then * sonrasinda: afterward ¢ ¢ok: very Why learn the most common Turkish words first?Make Turkish learning fun and easierStarting with the Turkish basics means you will
begin by learning the easiest words first and gradually increase difficulty. This way you will feel great while learning and see how your language knowledge broadens.Have basic Turkish conversations in no timeYou'll be able to speak to someone from Istanbul or Ankara about regular topics like weather, politics or family. This will make you confident
in your Turkish skills and eager to learn more.Become fluent in Turkish fasterBy learning the most common Turkish words first you are learning the smart way. Why learn the most unusual words in Turkish when you might never use them in real life?Improve your Turkish vocabularyEach new Turkish word you learn piles up until your vocabulary
builds stronger and stronger. Each lesson gets you one step closer to fluency.“Mondly is like having a private tutor”“The new way to learn languages”“A practical approach to language learning likely to be widely adopted.”“The closest thing to a classroom education”“Mondly is like having a private tutor”“The new way to learn languages”“A practical
approach to language learning likely to be widely adopted.”“The closest thing to a classroom education”Show all languages Stepping into Turkish opens doors to a rich culture spanning two continents. Whether you’re planning a trip to Istanbul’s bustling bazaars or simply expanding your linguistic horizons, learning basic Turkish words is your first
step to meaningful connections. This guide covers helpful Turkish phrases and vocabulary that will help you navigate everyday situations with confidence. From greetings to common questions, we've gathered everything beginners need to start speaking Turkish today. Turkish is a phonetic language that uses a modified Latin alphabet with 29 letters.
This means words are pronounced exactly as they’re written, making it surprisingly easy for beginners to read once you get familiar with the sounds. The Turkish alphabet includes fun characters like ¢ (pronounced “ch” as in “chair”), s (pronounced “sh” as in “shoe”), and the silent § which typically lengthens the vowel before it. These special letters
follow clear patterns that make pronunciation straightforward after a bit of practice. Starting with everyday vocabulary is the smartest way to begin learning Turkish. When you focus on common words and phrases first, you’ll quickly build a foundation for forming simple sentences and understanding basic conversations. This approach helps you see
progress right away - which keeps you motivated as you continue learning this beautiful language. Turkish greetings are your first chance to connect with locals and show respect for their culture. Let’s learn the most common ones you’ll need! Here are the must-know Turkish greetings: Merhaba: Hello (works any time of day) Selam: Hi (casual, for
friends) Giinaydin: Good morning (until noon) Iyi giinler: Good day (polite, daytime) Iyi aksamlar: Good evening (after sunset) Iyi geceler: Good night (when saying goodbye at night) Hos geldiniz: Welcome (to guests) Hos bulduk: Thank you for welcoming me (response) When meeting someone new in a business setting, go with merhaba or giinaydin
and offer a handshake. With friends, a simple selam works perfectly. Turkish people are known for their incredible hospitality, and starting conversations with the right greeting helps you tap into that warmth right away! Want to make friends fast in Turkey? Politeness is your secret weapon! These simple phrases will help you connect with locals and
show that you respect their culture. Here are the must-know polite expressions: Liitfen: Please Tesekkiir ederim: Thank you Rica ederim: You're welcome Affedersiniz. (Excuse me.): Excuse me Oziir dilerim: I'm sorry Sag olun: Thank you (casual) Bir sey degil: It’s nothing Buyurun: Here you are/Go ahead Adding liitfen when asking for something
immediately makes your request sound friendlier. These phrases work like magic - they turn basic questions into warm interactions and often lead to more helpful responses. Turkish people value courtesy in every conversation. Using these expressions isn’t just nice - it’s expected! From cafés to taxis, politeness creates genuine connections that make
your language journey so much more enjoyable. Ready to start real conversations in Turkish? These everyday words will help you connect with locals in no time! Here are the must-know Turkish words for daily situations: Evet: Yes Hayir: No Tamam: Okay Nasilsin?: How are you? Iyiyim: I'm good Tesekkiirler: Thanks Su: Water Yemek: Food Para:
Money Ne kadar?: How much? Nerede?: Where is? Anlamiyorum: I don’t understand Bilmiyorum: I don’t know Yardim: Help Imagine ordering at a café with “Su, liitfen” or checking prices at the Grand Bazaar with a confident “Ne kadar?” When someone greets you and asks “Nasilsin?“, you can smile and respond “lyiyim, tesekkiirler.” Ready to
explore Turkey? These handy travel phrases will help you navigate with confidence and connect with locals along the way! Here are must-know travel phrases: Tren gar: nerede?: Where is the train station? Otobus duragi nerede?: Where is the bus stop? Hesap liitfen: Check, please Bir bilet almak istiyorum: I want to buy a ticket Rezervasyonum var: I
have a reservation Yardim edebilir misiniz?: Can you help me? Tuvalet nerede?: Where is the bathroom? ingilizce biliyor musunuz?: Do you speak English? Beni anliyor musunuz?: Do you understand me? Kayboldum: I am lost Imagine confidently asking “Bu ne kadar?” while shopping for souvenirs or saying “Hesap liitfen” after enjoying a delicious
Turkish meal. These simple phrases make exploring, shopping, and dining so much more enjoyable - and locals appreciate your effort! Getting your Turkish right helps locals understand you better and shows respect for their language. While Turkish speakers are generally patient with learners, knowing these common pitfalls will make your
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conversations flow more smoothly! Turkish sounds can be tricky for English speakers - watch out for these common mix-ups: 1 vs. i: The dotless 1 sounds like the “u” in “supply,” while the dotted i sounds like “ee” in “see.” Saying sicak (hot) as sicak changes the meaning completely! 6 and i: These unique vowels need practice. Think of 6 as saying “er”
with rounded lips, and i like saying “ee” with your lips pushed forward. c vs. ¢: Remember that ¢ sounds like “j” in “jam,” while ¢ is the “ch” in “cheese.” § (soft g): This letter is nearly silent and lengthens the vowel before it - not a hard “g” sound at all. Stress patterns: Turkish typically stresses the last syllable (merHAba), not the first (MERhaba).
Word-for-word translations create some funny moments but might leave Turkish speakers scratching their heads: Verb placement: Turkish puts verbs at the end. “I am going to the market” becomes “Ben pazara gidiyorum” (I market-to am-going). Possessive forms: Turkish uses suffixes instead of separate words. “My house” is simply evim (house-my).
Questions: Turkish adds mi (or mi, mu, mi) after what’s being questioned, not by changing word order like in English. Ready to test your new Turkish words? These quick activities will boost your confidence and help the vocabulary stick. Just a few minutes of practice makes a big difference! Complete this conversation with Turkish words you’ve
learned: At a tourist spot: Tourist: Affedersiniz, miize _ ? (Excuse me, where is the museum?) Local: “Miize iki sokak ileride, sagda.” (The museum is two streets ahead, on the right) Tourist: “ ! Cok .” (Thank you! Very helpful) Local: “__.” (You're welcome) Pick the best Turkish word to complete each sentence: When someone thanks you, the
appropriate response is: a) Merhaba b) Rica ederim c) Giinaydin d) Nasilsin If you want to ask “Where is the bathroom?” you would say: a) Ne kadar? b) Anlamiyorum c) Tuvalet nerede? d) Hesap liitfen To politely ask for the check at a restaurant, you should say: a) Hesap liitfen b) Tesekkiir ederim c) Hos geldiniz d) Iyi aksamlar If you don’t
understand what someone is saying, you can tell them: a) Bilmiyorum b) Anlamiyorum c) Tamam d) Evet The correct greeting to use in the evening is: a) Giinaydin b) Iyi giinler c) Iyi aksamlar d) Merhaba You've got the Turkish basics down - greetings, polite phrases, everyday words, and travel expressions! Now it’s time to keep that momentum
going. Just 10-15 minutes of practice daily will help these new words stick and build your speaking confidence. Want to speed up your progress? Nothing beats learning with a real person who can correct your pronunciation on the spot and teach you how Turks actually speak (not just textbook phrases!). A tutor adapts to exactly what you need -
whether that’s conversation practice or help with those tricky vowels. With online Turkish tutors, you'll practice with native speakers who make learning fun and relevant to your goals. They’ll help you move beyond memorization to actually using Turkish in real-life situations. Find a tutor and start learning today. You’ll be surprised how quickly these
basic words transform into natural conversations! Ready to check your progress? Here are the answers to the practice activities - see how many you got right! At a tourist spot: nerede: The question word meaning “where” for finding your way around. tesekkirler: The slightly more casual thanks that locals love to hear. yardimci: A nice compliment
meaning “helpful” for someone who assists you. rica ederim: The friendly response when someone thanks you. b) Rica ederim: The warm “you’re welcome” response when someone thanks you. c¢) Tuvalet nerede?: The straightforward way to ask where the bathroom is. a) Hesap liitfen: The polite phrase that brings your bill at restaurants. b)
Anlamiyorum: The helpful phrase that lets someone know you didn’t catch what they said. c) Iyi aksamlar: The proper evening greeting used after sunset. *This article may contain affiliate links. For full information, please see the disclaimer here. If you’'re planning to visit Turkey, it’s a good idea to learn some essential phrases before you go. Knowing
how to say common Turkish words and phrases will help make your trip more enjoyable. And while English isn’t spoken as widely as in some other touristic countries, don’t let that stop you from visiting this geographical and natural treasure. This post will outline the common Turkish greetings and phrases, broken up into several different categories
such as shopping, dining, navigation, and more. Bookmark this piece and memorize some basic Turkish vocabulary before you arrive. Bonus: Audio’s included! By learning some of the basic Turkish phrases for tourists below, you will not only make your time in Turkey more enjoyable, but you will also impress the Turkish locals you are speaking with.
Turkish people absolutely love it when you try to speak their language. Remembering a few phrases in Turkish for tourists will go a long way. Locals will be delighted that you are trying and they’ll treat you as an honored guest if you make even the smallest effort to speak Turkish. Before we begin with phrases, here are the basics about Turkish that
will help you pronounce each word correctly. First, in Turkish, each letter only makes one sound. The language is completely phonetic. Also, Turkish uses a latin script so the letters will look familiar to you with the exception of a few extra letters. Here are the extras and what they say: §: this is a placeholder letter and doesn’t make a sound, it merely
elongates the letters around it. s: says sh ¢: says ch You will also see dotted and undated i’s, 0’s, and u’s but you can just pronounce them as usual since they only have slight technical differences. The difference is important for advanced speakers, but for those just wanting to learn some of the most common Turkish phrases for tourists, those
differences are not necessary to worry about. Greetings are very common in Turkey. They are a sort of song and dance, with the same conversation being had dozens of times throughout the day. Merhaba (mer-ha-ba): Hello This is the most basic word for hello in Turkish and can be said to anyone at any time of the day. Nasilsin? (nas-il-sin): How are
you? This phrase is the most common way to ask how someone is doing. Iyiyim, Sen nasilsin? (ee-ee-im, sen nas-il-sin): I'm good, how are you? This phrase is a way to answer the previous question and then ask it back to the person you are talking to. Benim adim...(ben-im, ad-im): My name is. Senin adin ne? (sen-in, ad-in, nay): What is your name?
Nerelisin? (ner-el-i-sin): Where are you from? Hos geldin (hosh, gel-din): Welcome Hos bulduk (hosh, bul-dook): A way to say thank you for welcoming me Kolay gelsin (kol-eye, gel-sin): May it come easily (said to someone who is working, usually when coming or going) Gorusiiruz (goo-roo-sh-0o-rooz): See you again, goodbye Iy1 giinler (ee-ee, goon-
ler): Have a good day Learning a few basic Turkish phrases that express common courtesy is also very important as Turkish people are used to a more formal way of interaction. Tesekkiir ederim (tesh-ek-ur, ed-er-im): Thank you This is one of the hardest words to say in the whole language, but also one of the most important. If you're having a hard
time with it try the easier option below. Sagol (sa-ol): An easier way to express thanks, it literally means be healthy Rica ederim (ri-ja, ed-er-im): You're welcome Cok giizel (choke, goo-zel): Very beautiful Also, the word “Cok” is very useful and can be added before anything to emphasize it. It means very, and Turkish people use it a lot. Elinize saglik
(el-in-iz-ey, sa-lick): Health to your hands. This is a way to compliment your cook for their work in making your food. These basic Turkish words for tourists will help you as you try to navigate your way around Turkey’s major cities like Istanbul, Ankara, Antalya, and Izmir. They will also help if you go further afield to some of Turkey’s more rural and
natural areas. Tuvalet nerede? (to-let, ner-ay-day): Where is the bathroom? Note that you can pronounce toilet as you do in English and they will know what you mean. Otobus nerede? (ot-o-boos, ner-ay-day): Where is the bus? Havalimani nerede? (ha-va-li-ma-ni, ner-ay-day): Where is the airport? Taksi nerede? (tak-si, ner-ay-day): Where is the taxi?
Taksi ne kadar? (tak-si, nay, ka-dar): How much is the taxi? AVM nerede? (ah-ve-mey, ner-ay-day): Where is the mall? AVM is an abbreviation that is commonly used for the words that mean shopping mall. Hastane nerede? (has-ta-ne, ner-ay-day) Where is the hospital? ...nerede? (ner-ay-de): You might have guessed from the above phrases that the
word nerede means where, and you were right. This is helpful to know because you can just place any word in front of nerede and it means “Where is...” that thing or place. When going out to eat there are several Turkish phrases and names of food that are helpful to know to make sure the meal is a tasty memory rather than a cultural or culinary
disaster. Here are a few of them: Menu alabilir miyim? (men-u, al-a-bil-ir, mee-yum): Can I have a menu? Fiyat ne kadar? (fee-yacht, nay, kad-ar): How much? Tavuk (ta-vook): Chicken Et (et): Beef Kuzu eti (koo-zoo, et-ee): Lamb meat Balik (bal-ick): Fish Vejetaryen (vej-e-tar-yen): Vegetarian Allerji (all-er-ji): Allergy Cok lezzetli (choke, lezz-et-lee):
Very delicious Hesap alabilir miyim? (hey-sap, al-a-bil-ir, mee-yum): Can I get the bill? You can’t go to Turkey, especially Istanbul, and not go shopping. For tourists, the two most famous and fun shopping areas are Taksim Square and the Grand Bazaar. If you want to experience how Turkish people live, you can also try to go to a modern-day bazaar,
held in most neighborhoods at least once a week. These common Turkish words and phrases for tourists will help you out. Kapali ¢ars: (cop-al-a, char-sh-a): The Turkish name for the Grand Bazaar Pazar (pa-zar): The name for a modern, local, open-air market Ne kadar? (nay, ka-dar): How much? Taksim (tak-sim): The name of one of the most famous
districts for shopping in Istanbul. In the very unlikely event that you will be faced with an emergency, there are a couple of Turkish words that will help you. Imdat (eem-dat): Emergency, use the phrase if you feel threatened by someone 155 (yuz-el-ee, baysh): The emergency number you can call if you need to, and how to pronounce it in Turkish
With so many great language learning resources, it’s easy to learn to speak Turkish. Here are some of the best apps for beginning your Turkish learning adventure. Babbel: Babbel is an app that is sure to produce solid results in just a few hours. Its Turkish course uses varied media for interactive and fun lessons. Duolingo: The popular app is a great
way to get started learning simple Turkish words and phrases for free. Rosetta Stone: Rosetta Stone is a great way for those who are more serious about picking up some Turkish to learn before they go. Like, Babbel, Rosetta Stone is a paid option, though it does have a money-back guarantee. Turkish Tea Time: Turkish Tea Time is a website and
podcast that offers a great way to learn Turkish for free. The podcast especially does a wonderful job of breaking down different words and Turkish grammar so they can be understood. It works best for those who have strong English. Sesli Sozluk: This is a dictionary app that translates words from Turkish to English and vice versa. It is one of the
best dictionary apps available for those wanting to look up the meaning of Turkish words in English. Get more detailed information in this guide to the top apps to learn Turkish. Also check out these superb books for learning Turkish. Your trip to Turkey is going to be amazing, filled with exciting encounters with locals, fantastic food, and unbelievable
sites. Where else can you visit ancient churches and monasteries, swim at pristine beaches, ski the snowy slopes of gorgeous mountains, explore underground cities, savor the exquisite cuisine of a culinary scene hundreds of years old, and spend the afternoon shopping at world-class malls and shopping districts? It’s true, Turkey has something for
everyone. With a little effort beforehand, you can pick up some Turkish phrases for tourists that will impress the Turks you talk to and make your trip that much easier. Have a great trip. - Essential words to know - Learn the essentials of Turkish easily with this vocabulary list that contains all the most basic words used in Turkish, with their english
translations. If you're a beginner, it will come in handy to review or learn Turkish by yourself before traveling, or if you want to enrich and improve your Turkish vocabulary to better express yourself in writing and speaking! Do you spot any errors or want to add a vocabulary word to the list? Don’t hesitate to leave a comment to improve the site!
ENGLISH TURKISH Please Liitfen Thank you! Tesekkirler! Sorry! Afedersiniz! What? Ne? Who? Kim? When? Ne zaman? Why? Neden? Niye? Which? Hangi? How? Nasil? Where ? Neresi ? How much ? Ne kadar ? Yes Evet No Numara Maybe Belki Of course Tabii ki something bir sey nothing hi¢ bir sey somebody birisi nobody hic kimse before
Onceki after sonrasinda far uzak near yakin here burada there orada today bugiin tomoorow yarin now simdi man adam woman Kadin friend arkadas more daha fazla less az always Her zaman later sonra never asla same ayni different farkli small kiiciik large buytk difficult zor easy kolay hot sicak cold soguk yesterday diin after sonrasinda beautiful
guzel broken bozuldu free Bedava a pharmacy bir eczane money para a bag bir canta a lighter Cakmak a cigarette bir sigara a bottle bir sise soap sabun clean temiz dirty kirli a trash can bir ¢op tenekesi a trash bag bir ¢cop torbasi the silence sessizlik a tool bir ara¢ pregnant hamile sick hasta a baby bir bebek a little bit birazcik a doctor doktor a
dentist bir dis doktoru a medicine bir ila¢ a book kitap a story bir hikaye a phone bir telefon a computer bir bilgisayar a car araba a plane bir ucak the name isim the adress Adres the age yas the nationality Milliyet a choice bir se¢cim an answer Bir cevap the key anahtar the light 1s1k the television televizyon the bed yatak the house ev the shower dus
the window pencere the door kapi the table masa tired yorgun water su open acik closed kapali clothes gamasirlar coffee Kahve tea Cay lunch 6gle yemegi dinner aksam yemedi a fruit meyve a vegetable bir sebze a beverage bir icecek a child bir goguk rain yagmur the entrance giris the exit ¢ikis music miizik a smile bir giiliiciik the world Diinya the
sky gokyiizli a river nehir the sea Deniz the mountain dag the lake gol the island ada the beach sahil = More Turkish vocabulary lists: © Extralanguages.com - Do not copy on other sites Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for
any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.
ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for
elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Interested in
learning some basic Turkish words and phrases for traveling? Perfect! Though English is becoming increasingly popular in Turkey, there are many situations why you might need to know some everyday phrases in Turkey. Besides, learning the local language is an excellent way to enhance your experience when traveling abroad. It might even let you
discover a part of Turkish culture that typical tourists do not get to explore. That is why we have written this guide on some of the most common phrases and words in Turkish for tourists. These include some of the sayings we wish we knew when we were in Turkey! Enjoy! Overview of The Turkish Language Before we jump into the different Turkish
words and phrases you need as a tourist, let’s take a look at the overview of the Turkish language and how it might differ from English. Compared to the English alphabet, the Turkish alphabet has 8 vowels and 21 consonants The vowels are A, E, I, I, O, O, U, U. In the Turkish alphabet, the letters Q, W, X do not exist. It is only when they are used in
foreign words (think words like Wisconsin and Quebec) do they get used and translated into Turkish. ???? Fun Fact: The Turkish language did not adopt the Latin alphabet until 1928, when Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk (a former president of Turkey) passed a law that changed the alphabet from Arabic to Latin. One thing that is quite unique about Turkish
and might be difficult for foreigners trying to learn the language is its sentence structure. In Turkish, the structure is subject-object-verb, as opposed to subject-verb-object in English. The Turkish language also uses vowel harmony, which is something that is quite complicated and only a few languages in the world (like the impossible-to-learn
Hungarian) use. As a result, Turkish is one of the hardest languages to learn. Turkish is one of the most difficult languages to learn! Is Turkish Hard To Pronounce? Hey! Don’t be discouraged yet! Luckily, though Turkish is quite difficult to learn, it is quite easy to pronounce. That is perfect for those that are visiting Turkey as a tourist and want to
memorize a few phrases or words to get around. Turkish is a phonetic language, meaning that what you see is what you pronounce. However, because there are a few letters that aren’t in the English alphabet, you will need to learn how to pronounce those. Here are the letters that might give you some trouble: 1Though it looks similar to an i, it is not
pronounced like an i. It is more like the e in oven 6Pronounced more like the i in birth iPronounced similarly to the ew in brew ¢Similar to the ch in chalk gis pronounced like the k in khaki sis more like the sh in shelter That’s really it! If you know how to pronounce those different letters in the Turkish alphabet, you will have no problem saying the
basic Turkish words for tourists. ???? Want to learn Turkish quickly?Learn from native Turkish speakers on Italki for cheap here! Must-Know Common Turkish Phrases For Tourists No matter how many days you plan to spend in Turkey, you shouldn’t leave home without knowing some basic Turkish for tourists. Below we have outlined some of the
most useful phrases, words and sayings you are going to need when you are visiting Turkey! Thank you (formal) - Tesekkir ederim (Teh-sheik-kewr eh-deh-reem) Thanks (informal) - Tesekkiirler (Teh-sheik-kewr-lehr) Hello - Merhaba (Mehr-hah-bah) You're welcome - Rica ederim (Ree-jah eh-deh-reem) How are you? - Nasilsin? (Nah-suhl-suhn?) Good
morning - Giinaydin (Gew-nai-duhn) Good afternoon - Tiinaydin (Tew-nai-duhn) Good night - Iyi Geceler (Ee-yee Geh-jeh-lehr) How much - Ne kadar? (Neh kah-dahr?) Please - Lutfen (Lewt-fehn) Where are you from? - Nerelisin? (Neh-reh-lee-seen?) What is your name? - Adiniz Ne? (Ah-duh-nuhz Neh?) My name is (...). - Adim (...). (Ah-duhm) I am
fine - Iyiyim (Ee-yee-yeem) Bon voyage - Iyi Yolculuklar (Ee-yee Yohl-juh-look-lahr) Where is the toilet? - Tuvalet nerede (Two-vah-let Neh-reh-deh) Where is (...)? - (...) nerede? (Neh-reh-deh) (...) nerede is one of the most useful Turkish phrases for tourists traveling. It allows tourists to easily ask any locals where a certain thing is. You simply replace
the (...) with any location you want to inquire about. For example, as we have above, tuvalet nerede translates to where is the toilet. If you want to say where is the Grand Bazaar (one of the most visited places in Istanbul), you would combine Grand Bazaar (Kapali Cars! in Turkis) and nerede. Where is the Grand Bazaar would be “Kapali Cars1 nerede”.
Where is the restaurant would be “restoran nerede”. Where is the taxi would be “taksi nerede”. Easy peasy lemon squeezy. Do you speak English? - ingilizce konusuyor musunuz? (In-gee-leez-jeh koh-noo-shoo-your moo-soo-nooz?) The bill, please - Hesap, Liitfen (Heh-sup, Lewt-fehn) Sorry - Pardon (Pahr-dohn) Bye - Hosca Kal (Hosh-chah-kahl) Can
you help me? - Yardim Edebilir Misiniz? (Yahr-duhm Eh-deh-bee-leer Mee-see-neez?) Nice to meet you! - Tanistigima Memnun Oldum! (Tah-nuhsh-tuh-uhmah Mem-noon Ohl-doom!) Do not enter - Girilmez (Gee-rihl-mehz) I can’t speak Turkish - Tiirk¢e bilmiyorum (Tewrk-cheh beel-mee-yo-room) I wake up - Uyanirim (Ooh-yah-nuh-ruhm) I go to bed -
Yatarim (Yah-tah-ruhm) Must-Know Words In Turkish For Travelers If it is your first time visiting Turkey, there are some words you must know as a traveler. These are usually words that you will see daily (if not, occasionally), so it is a good idea to know what they mean! Yes - Evet (Eh-vet) No - Hayir (Hah-yuhr) Entrance - Giris (Gee-reesh) Exit -
Cikis (chuh-kuhsh) Air-conditioning - klima (kuh-lee-mah) Pull - Cekiniz (Cheh-kee-neez) Push - Itiniz (Ee-tee-neez) Toilet - Tuvalet (Two-vah-leht) Gentlemen - Bay (By) Ladies - Bayan (By-ahn) Party - Parti (Pahr-tee) Travel - Seyahat (Seh-yah-hot) Bus Station - Otogar (Oh-toh-gahr) Police - Polis (Poh-lees) Hospital - Hastane (Hahs-tah-neh) ATM
Machine - ATM Makinesi (Ah-Teh-Meh Mah-kee-neh-see) Credit Card - Kredi Kart1 (Kuh-reh-dee Kahr-tuh) Price - Fiyat (Fee-yaht) Free (no charge) - Bedava (Beh-dah-vah) Rain - Yagmur (Yah-moor) Sun - Gliines (Gew-nash) Umbrella - Semsiye (Shem-see-yeh) Storm - Firtina (Fuhr-tuh-nah) Ambulance - Ambulans (Ahm-buh-lahns) Accident - Kaza
(Kah-zah) Useful Words In Turkish For Sightseeing Knowing some Turkish when you are sightseeing will help you tremendously, especially if you need to ask for directions or tell the taxi driver where to go. Here are some of the key Turkish words you might need for sightseeing! Mosque - Cami (Jah-mee) Museum - Miize (Mew-zeh) Tourist - Turist
(Too-rist) Palace - Saray (Sah-rai) Turkish Bath - Hammam (Hah-mahm) Carpet - Hali (Hah-luh) Square - Meydan (May-dahn) Castle - Hisar (Hee-sahr) Church - Kilise (Kee-lee-seh) Valley - Vadisi (Vah-dee-see) Island - Ada (Ah-dah) Bridge - Kopru (Keuwp-rew) Bazaar - Carsi (Char-shuh) Tower - Kulesi (Kuh-leh-see) Statue - Heykel (Hey-kehl)
Suleymaniye Mosque translates to Suleymaniye Camii in Turkish Must-Know Turkish Words For Dining One of the most famous things about Turkey is its gastronomy. The fresh ingredients mixed with their plethora of spices just make their cuisine so delicious! If you are only visiting Istanbul where tourists are abundant, then you will probably have
English on your menu. But if you are planning on getting off the beaten path, then make sure you take some of these common words in Turkish with you! Water- Su (Soo) Tea - Cay (Chai) Beer - Bira (Bee-rah) Bread - Ekmek (Ehk-mehk) Fish - Balik (Bah-luhk) Beef - Et (Eht) Chicken - Tavuk (Tah-vook) Lamb - Kuzu (Koo-zoo) You’ll definitely need to
know Cay, the most widely consumed drink in Turkey. Everywhere you go in Turkey, you will be offered Cay! White Cheese - Beyaz peynir (Beh-yahz pehy-neer) Vegetarian - Vejetaryen (Veh-jah-tah-ee-yehn) Yoghurty Drink - Ayran (Ai-rahn) Ice cream - Dondurma (Dohn-door-mah) Salad - Salata (Sah-lah-tah) Soup - Corba (Chor-bah) Salt - Tuz (Tooz)
There is a famous lake near Cappadocia known as Lake Tuz, which you now know it translates to “Salt Lake”. It is one of the best attractions in Cappadocia! Desert - Tatli (Taht-luh) Food - Yemek (Yeh-mehk) Breakfast - Kahvalt: (Kah-vahl-tuh) Lunch - Ogle yemegi (Euw-leh yeh-meh-ee) Dinner - Aksam yemegi (Ahk-shahm yeh-mee-ee) Enjoy your
meal - Afiyet Olsun (Ah-fee-yet ohl-soon) Cay, or Turkish Tea in English, is pronounced chai Simple Turkish Adjectives For Travelers Good - Iyi (Ee-ee) Bad - Fena (Feh-nah) Cold - Soguk (Soh-ook) Hot - Sicak (Suh-jahk) Big - Blylik (Bew-yewk) Small - Kiicliik (Kew-chewk) Slow - Yavas (Yah-vahsh) Fast - Hizli (Huhz-luh) Open - Acik (Ah-chuhk) Closed
- Kapali1 (Kah-pah-luh) Essential Turkish Words For The Airport The airport is going to be your first exposure to the Turkish language. Learn some of these simple words and don’t get intimidated! If you are going from Istanbul to the city center, then you need to worry less because there will be lots of English! Airport - Havalimani (Hah-vah-lee-mah-
nuh) Airplane - Ugak (Uh-chahk) Check-in - Giris Islemi (Gee-reesh eesh-leh-mee) Arrival - Varis (Vah-ruhsh) Departure - Kalkis (Kahl-kuhsh) Passenger - Yolcu (Yohl-joo) Bagge Claim - Bagaj Teslim Yeri (Bah-gahj Tehs-leem Yeh-ree) Ticket - Bilet (Bee-leht) Bus - Otobiis (Oh-toh-bewss) What Are Basic Numbers in Turkish? Zero - Sifir (Suh-fuhr) One
- Bir (Beer) Two - Iki (Ee-kee) Three - Uc (Ewch) Four - Dért (Durrt) Five - Bes (Behsh) Six - Alt1 (Ahl-tuh) Seven - Yedi (Ye-dee) Eight - Sekiz (Seh-keez) Nine - Dokuz (Doh-kooz) Ten - On (Ohn) Eleven - On bir (Ohn beer) Twelve - On iki (Ohn ee-kee) Learning numbers in Turkish is relatively easy. Unlike in English where we need to memorize a
separate set of numbers (sixteen, fourteen, and etc), Turkish numbers are constructed so sixteen is just the word for ten plus six. This rule applies to every number in Turkish. If you want to know how to say (for example) 135, then you need to learn how to say 100, 30, and 5. With only a handful of numbers, you can say hundreds of numbers! Hence,
the most important part is to learn the single-digit numbers (1 to 9) and numbers such as 10, 20, 30, ... 100, 200, and so on. Turkish For Tourists FAQs Many people in Turkey will speak English, especially the younger generation and people that work in the travel industry. However, it is not uncommon to encounter locals that do not speak English at
all. That is why we recommend learning some basic Turkish phrases and words before visiting Turkey. When greeting someone, you would typically either say Nasilsin (How are you) or Merhaba (Hello). Merhaba (Hello) is typically what is used when you are trying to say hello in Turkish. Though the word for “Hello” might change depending on the
situation or who you are speaking with, Merhaba is a versatile word that will usually work in any situation. Like this post? Don’t forget to save it on Pinterest! This concludes our Turkish language guide for tourists! Hopefully, you have picked up a word or two to help you on your Turkey trip! Any questions? Leave a comment below! Disclaimer: Some
of the links above are affiliate links. That means if you book or make a purchase through the links, we will earn a small commission at no extra cost to you! The money will help run this site! Thank you! World Traveler, Travel Blogger, PhotographerLivingOutLauSean is the founder of the travel blog, LivingOutLau. He has been to over 30 countries in
over 5 years of travel. Every day, he is traveling and sharing his discoveries of the world through exceptional travel guides on his blog! Merhaba and welcome to Turkish 101 class! If you're looking to learn some of the most important Turkish words and phrases before your trip to Turkey, you’'re in the right place. This massive article is packed with
the most common words and phrases in Turkish for every travel situation, including basic Turkish greetings and farewells, sightseeing, and transportation. That’s not all: there are also essential Turkish phrases for shopping, eating out (including for travelers with allergies!), traveling (at the airport/bus station), and much more. We’'ll teach you...
How to greet and introduce yourself in Turkish How to say please and thank you in Turkish How to ask for directions in Turkish & figure out where to go How to order food in Turkish How to talk about allergies and special diets in Turkish How to read a menu in Turkey ... and more! Next to each word and phrase there is a helpful pronunciation
guide, and at the end of each section you’ll find some fun facts and cultural insights. We’re sure that these must-know Turkish phrases, expressions, and words will help you on your trip to Tiirkiye. Iyi yolculuklar (bon voyage)! BASIC TURKISH PHRASES Let’s start off with some of the most important Turkish phrases for tourists — the basics! You’ll
learn how to say hello and goodbye in Turkish, as well as polite phrases when speaking to locals. Greetings Hello — Merhaba (formal) Mer-aa-baaor Selam (informal) Seh-laa-m Good morning — Giinaydin Goon ayy-dinGood afternoon — Iyi giinler Eee-yee goon-laarGood evening — Iyi aksamlar Eee-yee ak-shah-m-laarGood night — 1Iyi geceler Eee-yee
geh-je-lar Turkish greetings are a very interesting thing. You can use the phrase lyi giinler as a greeting (good afternoon) or as a way to say farewell (have a good day). The phrase literally translates to Good days. The same thing can be said for Iyi aksamlar: It literally means good evening, and can be used to greet someone or to wish someone a good
evening when you part ways. This is typically used after 6 pm or when the sun goes down. Goodbyes FIRST OPTION: Giile gille Gew-le Gew-le Hosca Kal Hosh-cha kaal (informal) OR Hosca Kalin Hosh-cha kaal-in (formal) Turkish locals have two phrases when bidding farewell to each other, depending on the situation. If you're staying and the other
person is leaving, you would say gile gile (literally: leave with a smile). The person who is leaving would reply Hosca kal (literally: stay well).If you're a tourist in Turkey, you're most likely going to use Hosca kal(in) most often, since you’ll be going in and out of stores, restaurants, cafes, and so on. OTHER OPTIONS: See you — Gorusuriz Gou-roo-
shoo-roozBye bye (informal) — Bay bay (pronounced the same as in English!) As noted in Greetings above, you can also use Iyi giinler (have a good day) and Iyi aksamlar (have a good evening) when parting. Polite Phrases Please — Liitfen Lewt-fen Thank you — Tesekkiirler (casual) Teh-sheh-kewr-lahrThank you very much —Tesekkiir ederim (formal)
Teh-sheh-kewr e-der-eem You're Welcome — Rica Ederim Ree-jah e-der-eem Sorry - Pardon (casual) Paar-don (similar to French)OR affedersiniz (formal) Ah-fe-ders-in-iz Pardon is used in informal situations, such as when you’re trying to scoot between a crowded bus. Affedersiniz is when you're trying to get someone’s attention (excuse me, how can
I...). Don’t worry too much, they’re not really that different. Welcome — Hos geldin (informal) or Hos geldiniz (formal) If you're stepping into a store, restaurant, or any other establishment, you’ll usually get greeted with a warm Hosgeldiniz (literally: nice that you came here).To acknowledge the welcome, you can say Hos bulduk (Hoh-shh bool-dook)
if you're in a group or Hos buldum (Hoh-shh bool-doom) if you're by yourself. This phrase translates to something like glad to be here (literally: I/we found it pleasant). Essential Turkish Phrases The following examples are some of the most useful Turkish phrases for tourists, as you’ll be able to ask basic questions, answer greetings (where are you
from, nice to meet you, etc) and ask for help. Yes — Evet Eh-vetNo — Hayir Hi-yeerOkay — Tamam Tam-mam What is your name? — Adiniz ne? (formal) Ad-in-iz neh? My name is — Benim adim Ben-im ad-im You can also say Ben (your name) , which literally means I am (your name). Nice to meet you — Memnun oldum Mem-noon Ol-
doom How are you? — Nasilsin (informal) OR Nasilsimiz? (formal) Nuh-sil-sin I'm good — lyiyim Eee-yee-yeemI’'m super —Siiperim Sewp-uhr-eemNot bad — Fena degil Feh-na De-heel Where are you from? — Nerelisin? Neh-reh-li-sinl am from  ...The USA — Amerika’dan or AmerikaliyimAustralia — Avustralya’dan AvustralyaliyimEngland —
Ingiltere’den Ingiltereliyim Do you know English? — Ingilizce biliyor musunuz? In-ge-liz-jeh beel-me-your moo-su-nuz I don’t know Turkish — Tiirkge bilmiyorum Tewrk-cheh beel-me-yor-oom Could you please help me? — Liitfen bana yardim eder misiniz? Lewt-fen bah-na yarr-dim eh-dar mi-sin-iz I am lost — Kayboldum Kai-bol-doom I feel sick —
Hastayim Hasta-yihmAfter saying you’re lost, you can also ask for directions: Where is ?— nerede? Ner-e-de (although some people may omit the middle e and say ner-de!)The toilet — Tuvalet Two-va-letThe restaurant — Restoran Res-toh-ranThe hotel — Otel Oh-telThe bazaar — Carsi1 Char-shi*If you're looking for the Grand Bazaar in
Istanbul, use Kapaligarsi The bus station (i.e. bus terminal) — Otogar Otto-gar The bus stop — Otobiis durag: Otto-bews door-ah-i The train station — Tren istasyonu Tren ee-stas-yon-oo Can you call the police? — Polisi arayabilir misiniz? Po-lee-si ara-ya-bee-leer mi-sin-iz Signs Open - Acik Ah-cheekClosed - Kapali Kap-a-luh Entrance - Giris Gyeer-ee-
shExit - Cikis Chick-ishStop - Dur Dew-rPull - itiniz It-in-izPush - Cekiniz Check-in-izDikkat! - Attention! Dih-katYasaktir! - Forbidden! Ya-sak-tir’' TRANSPORTATION & GETTING AROUND Directions & Touristic Places Capital — Baskent Baa-sh kentCity Center — Sehir merkezi Sheh-eer Mer-kez-i Bank — Banka Bahn-kaATM Machine — Bankamatik
Ban-ka-ma-teek Hotel — Otel O-tel’ Mosque — Cami Jaa-miChurch — Kilise Kill-ii-se Museum — Miuze Myoo-ze Square — Meydan May-dan Turkish Bath house — Hamam Hah-mumlaundromat — Camasirhane Cham-a-shir-han-eh Hospital — Hastane Ha-s-ta-n-eeyPharmacy — Eczane Edge-za-ne Mini market — Bakkal Bak-kalGreen grocer (fruits &
vegetable store) — Manav Mah-nav Police station — Karakol Car-a-kol Consulate — Konsolosluk Kon-so-loss-lookEmbassy — Biiyiikelcilik Bew-yook ell-chill-ik — Ticket — Bilet Bee-leht One ticket please — Bir bilet liitfen Bii’ bill-leht lewt-fen(Two) tickets please — (iki) bilet liitfen You can easily customize this phrase depending on the number of
tickets you want to buy. Just change the word in parentheses to three (ii¢ - ooch), four (Dort - dohrt), and so on. At the airport Airport — Havalimani Hav-ah-lee-man-ihAirplane — Ucak Oo-chakCheck-in — Giris Islemi Geeh-riee-sh ish-le-meDepartures — Kalkis Kal-kishArrivals — Varis Var-ishBaggage — Bagaj Ba-gah-juhPassport — Pasaport Pas-a-
port At the bus or train station The bus — Otobiis Otto-bewsThe bus station (i.e. bus terminal) — Otogar Otto-gar'The bus stop — Otobiis duragi Otto-bews Door-ah-hee The train — Tren TrenThe train station — Tren istasyonu Tren ee-stas-yon-oo Taxi — Taksi (Same as English)Car — Araba Are-a-baa Other Transport Vocabulary Ferry — Vapur Va-
purrPort — Liman Pas-a-port Port / Harbor — Liman Lee-mahnPier — iskele Ees-keh-leh Directions Left — Sol SolRight — Sag Saa-hStraight — Diiz Dews North — Kuzey Koo-zeyEast— Dogu Dou-hooSouth — Giiney Gewn-ayyWest — Bati Bah-ti Here — Burada Burr-ah-daThere — Orada Or-ah-da* Some locals may skip the middle a and say bur-da or
or-da Stop — Dur Duur A restaurant in Datca EATING OUT It’s no secret that Turkish food is *chef’s kiss* — and you’re definitely going to be eating a lot of it on your trip! To make it easier, here are some Turkish phrases for restaurants and dining out. Ordering & Paying Table for (two), please — (ki) kisilik masa, liitfen (Number) kisi-lik mah-sa,
lewt-fen & How to customize this phrase You can easily customize this phrase depending on the number in your party. Just change the word in parentheses to one (bir - beer), three (ii¢ - ooch), four (Dort - dohrt), and so on. Waiter, waitress - Garson Gar-sohn If you know French, you might be surprised to see this word — and that’s because Turkish
borrowed garcon de café and its meaning! To get the waiter’s (or waitress’) attention, all you need to do is put your hand up slightly and say Pardon, bakar misiniz. Literally this means excuse me, look here. You can also shorten it to just Pardon, which is slightly easier to remember. The menu, please — Meni, liitfen Men-yew lewt-fen Is there a
house speciality? — Bir spesyaliteniz var mi? Bir’ spes-ee-yal-it-ten-iz var mih I would like to ordera  — Bir , litfen Bir' __ lewtfen For example, if you’d like to order one tomato soup, you would say Bir domates gorbas, liitfen Two beers, please — Iki bira, liitfen Eek-uh beer-a, lewtfen Bir tabak eksik — One dish is missing Bir’ tah-bak ek-
seek I would like to pay, please — Odeme yapmak istiyorum, liitfen Owe-de-me yap-mak ee-stee-yor-oom, lewt-fen The check, please — Hesap, liitfen Heh-sap, lewtfen Bill / check — Hesap Heh-sapCredit card — Kart KarrtCash — Nakit Nuh-keetKeep the change — Ustii kalsin Ew-stoo Kall-sin Takeout — Paket servis Puh-ket sar-vees Fun phrases
Enjoy your meal (i.e. bon appetit) — Afiyet olsun Af-yeht all-soon When drinking, you can use one of these phrases... Cheers! — Serefe! Sheh-re-fehTo your health! — Saghginiza! Sah-lih-hin-za Delicious — Lezzetli Leh-zet-lih One phrase you might hear in restaurants or eateries is Elinize saglik (Ell-in-izye sah-lick), which literally means health to your
hands. When you think about it, it’s actually quite a sweet phrase: you would say this to the chef as a way to thank him/her for cooking such a delicious meal, and to keep their hands healthy so they can make more. A close translation might be compliments to the chef. Allergies & Special Diets I'm vegetarian — Ben vejetaryenim Ben veh-jeh-tar-ya-
nim I have diabetes — Seker hastasiyim Sheh-kerr huh-stas-sih-yim I am allergicto =~ — Benim  alerjim var Ben-eem  all-er-jeem varFor example: I am allergic to nuts is Benim findiga alerjim var Idon’teat —  yemiyorum  Yem-ee-your-oom You can fill in the blank ( ) with the ingredients you don’t eat / are allergic to: Celiac
disease - Colyak hastalig: Chol-yak hasta-lih-hiFlour / wheat — un / bugday Oon / Booh-daiGluten — Gluten Glue-tenEgg — Yumurta You-moor-ta Nuts — Findik Fihn-dikSoy — Soy SoiBeans — Fasulye Fa-sool-ye Seafood — Deniz iiriinii Deh-neez Oo-rew-newFish — Balik Buh-likShellfish — Kabuklu deniz iiriinii Ka-book-lew deh-neez oo-rew-
newShrimp — Karides Curry-des I am allergic to dairy (products) — Siit tirlinleri alerjim var Soot oo-roon-ler-ee Aler-jeem vahr Milk — siit SootLactose — laktoz Lak-tos Cheese — peynir Pay-neerYogurt — yogurt Yo-hurt Psst! If you have a food allergy or restriction, we recommend checking out EqualEats. The company makes food allergy translation
cards in more than 50 languages (including Turkish!) — you can simply show your card to the waiter to easily communicate your allergy or restriction. Click here to see their products and get 10% off FOOD Now that you know how to order in restaurants and cafes, let’s take a look at the menu and decipher some common ingredients in Turkish!
Food Food — Yemek Yeh-mekDrinks — Igecekler Ee-che-check-lar’ Appetizers — Baslangiglar Bash-lung-gich-larMain Courses — Ana Yemekler Anah Yeh-mek-lehrSoups — Corbalar Chor-buh-larSalads — Salatalar Suh-lat-ah-larDesserts — Tatlilar Tat-li-lar Breakfast — Kahvalt: Kah-val-tealL.unch — Ogle yemegi Ou-le yeh-meh-heeDinner — Aksam
yemegi Ak-sham ye-meh-hee Meats Chicken — Tavuk Ta-vook Beef — Et (or Sigir Et) EttCalf — Dana Daa-naTurkey — Hindi Heen-deeLamb — Kuzu Koo-zooPork — Domuz eti Dou-mooz et-ee Finding pork in Turkey... Turkey is a Muslim-majority country, and to find pork on a menu is very rare (but not impossible — some cafes serve it and some
specialty supermarkets carry it!) How would you like it? I would like my meat (rare / medium / well done) — Etimi (az / orta / ¢cok pismig) istiyorum Et-im-i (az / or-tah / chok pish-mish) ees-tee-yor-oom Grilled — Izgara Is-gar-ahHot — Sicak Sih-jakCold — Soguk Sou-hukBaked — Firinda pismis Fir-in-da pish-mishBoiled — Haslanmis Hash-lan-
mishFried — Kizarmis Kuh-zar-mish Seafood Seafood — Deniz iiriinii De-neez oo-roon-ooFish — Balik Bah-lickFish of the day — Giiniin Baliji Gewn-oon ba-li-hee Sea Bream — Cipura Chee-poor-ahSea Bass — Levrek Lev-rekJack Mackerel — istavrit Eest-av-ritTurbot — Kalkan bali§ Kall-kan bal-ih-heeSalmon — Somon So-monRed mullet — Barbunya
Bar-boon-yaTuna —Tuna baligi Toon-a ba-lih-hee Mussels — Midye Meed-yehShrimp — Karides Car-ih-desCalamari — Kalamar Kal-ah-marOctopus — Ahtapot Ah-ta-pohtAnchovies — Hamsi Hahm-sih Drinks Water — Su SooSparkling water — Maden suyu Mai-dan sooStill water — Normal su Nor-maal sooTea — Cay ChaiCoffee — Kahve Kah-vehBeer
— Bira Beer-ahBottle of wine — sise sarap Shee-sheh sha-rap Utensils & Etcetera Napkin — Pecete Peh-che-tehKnife — Bicak Bie-chakFork — Catal Cha-talSpoon — Kasik Ka-sheekPlate — Tabak Ta-bak Glass — Bardak Bar-dakCup — Fincan Feen-jan Sugar — Seker Sheh-karSalt — Tuz ToozPepper — Karabiber Car-a bee-ber’Hot sauce — Ac1 sos Ah-
jee soss From traditional bazaars to modern shopping malls, there are plenty of opportunities to go shopping in Turkey. Be sure to remember some of these important shopping phrases in Turkish when looking at that gorgeous tea set or trying on a shirt! Buyurun!— Come in! Booy-rune Let’s start at the very beginning: When walking around a bazaar
or near a tourist spot, you’ll surely hear this ubiquitous catchphrase! The person is encouraging you to come inside or check out their products/menu/shop/whatever, and can be translated to Come in or Here you are. How much (does this cost)? — Bu ne kadar? Boo neh ka-dar I'm just looking, thanks — Sadece bakiyorum, tesekkiirler Sah-de-je bak-
yorum, te-sheh-kewr-lahr I would like to buy this — Satin almak istiyorum Suh-tin all-mak ee-stee-yor-oom May I try this on? — Bunu deneyebilir miyim? Boo-new deh-ne-yeh-bee-leer mee-yeem [This is] Too small — Bu ¢ok kiiciik Boo chok kew-chewk [This is] Too large — Bu ¢ok bliyik Boo chok bew-yewk Too expensive — Cok pahali Chok pa-ha-
liihExpensive — Pahali Pa-ha-liihCheap — Ucuz Oo-chew-z Where do I pay? — Nereye 6dilyorum? Ne-re-ye o-dew-yor-oomCan I have a receipt? — Makbuz alabilir miyim? Mak-booz all-a-bill-eer mee-yeemCan I have a bag? — Bir poset alabilir miyim? Beer poh-shet all-a-bill-eer mee-yeem Can you make a discount? — Indirim yapiyor musunuz? Een-
deer-eem yap-ee-yor moo-suhn-ooz Discount - Indirim Een-dir-eemBargaining - Pazarlik Pa-zar-lick Pera Hotel - one of the best hotels with a view of Galata Tower! ACCOMMODATIONS Hotel — Otel Oh-tel’Hostel — Pansiyon Pahn-see-yon Reservation — Rezervasyon Re-zar-vas-yon Room — Oda O-daBathroom — Banyo Bahn-yo Elevator — Asansor
Ah-san-sohrAir conditioning — Klima Klee-maBalcony — Balkon Ball-coneShower — Dus DooshParking Room service — Oda servisi O-da ser-vee-seeClean — Temiz Teh-meezDirty — Kirli Keer-lee I would like a double room [for two people] — [Cift kisilik] bir oda istiyorum Bee’ o-da is-tee-yor-oom Can You give me the WiFi password? — Wifi sifresini
verir misin? Wai-fai she-freh-si ver-eer mih-sin When is the check-out time? — Otele ¢ikis saat ne zaman? Oh-tel-eh cik-ish saaht neh za-mahn The hotel is very good — Otel ¢ok iyi Oh-tel chok ee-yee The room is too noisy — Oda ¢ok guriltili Oh-da chok goo-rool-too-lew OTHER TIPS Most words in Turkish are stressed on the final syllable. A few
letters that might be new to you:C is pronounced like ch in chat S is pronounced like shh in shoeQ is pronounced like the short e in early U is pronounced like the eu sound in dew I (an i without the dot, or 1) is pronounced like the short i in cousin or indeed ... and finally, we have the most confusing letter in Turkish: G isn’t technically pronounced, but
instead it’s used to lengthen the sound of the previous letter. For example, yagmur (rain) isn’t pronounced yag-moor, but yah-moor. To make it easier, pretend the § is a soft h sound. The most important tip of all — Don’t be nervous about messing up! Turkish love when someone practices their language and will go out of their way to help you. If
you're really into learning the correct pronunciation, we recommend checking out Forvo. It’s a free website where you can listen to the correct pronunciation of thousands of words and phrases from real natives. Congratulations! Now you’re ready to take on Turkey and speak like a local Yolun acik olsun: May your road be open! Photo credits:
Dolmabahge via Meri¢ Dagli | Bosphorus view via Despina Galani | Simit Seller via Zeki Okur | Turkish breakfast via Lala Azizli | Seats with Turkish flag via kub liz Learning a new language opens up a world of opportunities, and Turkish is no exception. With its rich history, unique linguistic structure, and cultural significance, Turkish is spoken by
millions across Tiirkiye and beyond. Whether you're visiting Istanbul’s bustling markets, exploring ancient landmarks, or simply ordering food at a local café, knowing even a few key phrases—like how to say “good morning” or ask for directions—can make your experience more immersive and enjoyable. Tlrkiye is known for its warm hospitality, and
making an effort to speak the language can help you connect with locals on a deeper level. Understanding Turkish not only enhances travel but also gives you a fresh perspective on a fascinating culture. From navigating historical sites to engaging in everyday conversations, learning Turkish is a rewarding journey that brings you closer to the heart of
this vibrant country. There are many reasons to learn a second language. When it comes to specific languages, Turkish can be an amazing language to learn. Not only is Turkish one of the oldest languages around, it is incredibly flexible and rich with various dialects, so there’s plenty of opportunity to find one that works for you. Turkish is the official
language of Turkiye, and also an official language in Cyprus, so learning Turkish can be useful if you’'re travelling to the area. However there are many Turkish speakers who live in other countries as well. Speakers of Turkish language also make up a large part of the population in Germany, Bulgaria and Macedonia to name a few. Further to this,
many people who speak Turkish are bilingual or trilingual, so your chances of meeting another English-speaker in Tiirkiye are good. Some other key reasons to learn Turkish include: It can be a great personal challenge as the language works drastically differently to English. Unlike English, Turkish follows consistent rules, so it can be
straightforward once you’ve wrapped your head around the initial concepts. It is one of the world’s 15 most spoken languages, with nearly 80 million Turkish speakers worldwide. It opens up vital professional opportunities in the Middle East. Before you can start learning basic Turkish phrases, you need to familiarise yourself with the pronunciation of
the Turkish alphabet. The Turkish alphabet is a Latin based alphabet which means it has 27 letters. This makes learning to read and write in Turkish easier for those familiar with the Latin script as compared to those who are used to the Arabic-based writing of other languages such as Urdu or Farsi. Also, unlike Arabic, Turkish uses a Latin script
that is phonetic. Each letter corresponds to only one sound. An English speaker should have no trouble learning how to read and write in Turkish especially if they are familiar with the Latin alphabet. Below we have compiled a list of Turkish letters along with their pronunciations. A - Pronunciation: sun B - Pronunciation: bed C - Pronunciation: jar C
- Pronunciation: chipper D - Pronunciation: dog E - Pronunciation: egg F - Pronunciation: fun G - Pronunciation: gift G - Pronunciation: yes (after e,i,6,11), extends vowel (after a,1,0,u) H - Pronunciation: happy I - Pronunciation: the I - Pronunciation: internet ] - Pronunciation: mirage K - Pronunciation: king L - Pronunciation: love M -
Pronunciation: man N - Pronunciation: none O - Pronunciation: over O - Pronunciation: orange P - Pronunciation: pen R - Pronunciation: river S - Pronunciation: soup S - Pronunciation: shelf T - Pronunciation: top U - Pronunciation: book U - Pronunciation: cute V - Pronunciation: vest Y - Pronunciation: yes Z - Pronunciation: zoo Here are
some of the most common Turkish phrases to learn before working or travelling to a Turkish speaking country. Merhaba — Hello Iyi aksamlar — Good evening Nasilsin? — How are you? Iyiyim, Sen nasilsin? — I'm good. How are you? Cok iyi degil — Not very well Tesekkiir ederim — Thank you Birsey degil — You’re welcome Liitfen — Please
Hoscakal! — Goodbye (said by person leaving) Giile giille! — Goodbye (said by person staying) Ingilizce konusur musunuz? / ingilizce biliyor musunuz? — Do you speak English? Tiirkge bilmiyorum! — I don’t speak Turkish Sizi anlamiyorum — I don’t understand Sunu tekrar edebilir misiniz? — Could you please repeat Ne kadar? — How much does it
cost? Yardim edebilir misiniz? — Can you help me? Evet — Yes Hayir — No Ayran — A cold yoghurt drink seasoned with salt Cay — Tea Siut — Milk Bira — Beer Kahve —Turkish Coffee - Note: Turkish coffee should be ordered with the amount of sugar you would like. See below. Sade — No sugar Az sekerli — A little sugar Orta sekerli — A moderate
amount of sugar Cok sekerli — With lots of sugar Kahvalt1 — Breakfast Hellim — Halloumi Sucuk — Dry, spicy beef sausage Ekmek — Bread Sirket — Company Kiiciik ve orta 6lcekli isletme — Small-or medium-sized business Uluslararas: sirket — International company Sube — Branch Ofis — Office Departman — Department Calismak — To work Is
— Business / Work / Job Pozisyon — Position isveren — Employer Calisan — Employee Patron — Boss Is arkadasi — Colleague Kariyer — Career Yénetim — Management Miidiir — Manager Learning Turkish For Business? Check Out Our Business Language Training Courses! You should spend some time practising these basic Turkish words and
phrases in real-life conversation before diving into your travel plans. Work on these phrases one at a time, memorising and practising your pronunciation. Your first Turkish conversation might be a little daunting, but with some practice, you’ll be a pro in no time. Then you can start to create scripts with these common Turkish phrases so you get an
idea of how they flow in a conversation. You can rehearse these scripts with friends or on your own, however it does work especially well with native Turkish speakers! When learning any language, immersing yourself in that language as much as possible is vital, whether that’s via your own scripts, watching Turkish movies or reading Turkish books.




Learning Turkish isn’t just useful for travel—it can also provide a competitive edge in the business world. As one of the most widely spoken languages, Turkish is used by millions of people across Tirkiye, Western Europe, and beyond. This makes it a valuable asset for professionals looking to expand their network and seize new opportunities in
international markets. Read More: 10 Reasons To Learn Turkish Language For Business Turkish people appreciate it when foreign business partners make an effort to learn their language. Speaking even basic Turkish can help foster respect, strengthen professional relationships, and create a sense of trust in negotiations. Understanding the nuances
of the language and culture can also give you an advantage in business discussions. Turkiye is a growing economy with thriving industries in manufacturing, tourism, technology, and finance. Learning Turkish can open doors to collaboration and partnerships with local businesses, allowing you to tap into an emerging market. It can also be beneficial
if you do business with Turkish-speaking communities in Western Europe. If your job involves travel to Tiirkiye or other regions where Turkish is spoken, knowing the language will make your experience smoother and more enjoyable. From navigating airports to attending conferences, being able to communicate in Turkish can help you feel more
confident and in control. Related Reading: What is the Most Common Business Language in 2024? No matter where you are with your Turkish language learning, we’re here to help. At Simon & Simon, we offer expert-led language courses for all levels. Whether you are a corporate business looking to widen your portfolio to the Middle East, or a
newbie learner looking for basic Turkish to get you by on your upcoming trip, we can help. When you meet someone for the first time, it’s always polite to greet them. In Turkish, you would say “Merhaba” (Hello). If you're greeting someone in the evening, you can say “lyi aksamlar!” (Good evening). If someone greets you with “Merhaba”, you can
reply with “Merhaba! Nasilsin?” (Hello! How are you?). This is a very common Turkish phrase. If someone does something for you or helps you out, you can say “Tesekkiir ederim!” (Thank you). You can also say this if you’re given a compliment or in a number of situations. If you don’t want to do something or if you don’t agree with something, you
can say “Hayiwr!” (No). You might also hear the Turkish phrase “Yok!” which has a similar meaning, but is more colloquial. If you want to do something or if you agree with something, you can say “Evet!” (Yes). Other phrases you might hear with a similar meaning include “Tabi!” (Of course!) or “Elbette!” (Certainly!). In this lesson, you will find some
common and basic Turkish words for beginners or Tourists. Sahip olmak : To haveYapmak : To doSoylemek : To sayAnlatmak : To tellGitmek : To goGelmek : To eatYemek : To eatKullanmak : To useSormak : To askistemek : To wantDenemek : To tryAramak : To callVermek : To giveBakmak : To lookGérmek : To seeCalismak : To workDiisiinmek : To
thinkBulmak : To findSatin alman : To buyBilmek : To know You can visit the Turkish vocabulary page for more Turkish vocabulary lesson. For support and learning Turkish easily with colorful pages, you can buy the book for Turkish for beginners from the shop. Vectors in this page created by freepik www.freepik.com Interested in learning some
basic Turkish words and phrases for traveling? Perfect! Though English is becoming increasingly popular in Turkey, there are many situations why you might need to know some everyday phrases in Turkey. Besides, learning the local language is an excellent way to enhance your experience when traveling abroad. It might even let you discover a part
of Turkish culture that typical tourists do not get to explore. That is why we have written this guide on some of the most common phrases and words in Turkish for tourists. These include some of the sayings we wish we knew when we were in Turkey! Enjoy! Overview of The Turkish Language Before we jump into the different Turkish words and
phrases you need as a tourist, let’s take a look at the overview of the Turkish language and how it might differ from English. Compared to the English alphabet, the Turkish alphabet has 8 vowels and 21 consonants The vowels are A, E, I, I, O, O, U, U. In the Turkish alphabet, the letters Q, W, X do not exist. It is only when they are used in foreign
words (think words like Wisconsin and Quebec) do they get used and translated into Turkish. ???? Fun Fact: The Turkish language did not adopt the Latin alphabet until 1928, when Mustafa Kemal Ataturk (a former president of Turkey) passed a law that changed the alphabet from Arabic to Latin. One thing that is quite unique about Turkish and
might be difficult for foreigners trying to learn the language is its sentence structure. In Turkish, the structure is subject-object-verb, as opposed to subject-verb-object in English. The Turkish language also uses vowel harmony, which is something that is quite complicated and only a few languages in the world (like the impossible-to-learn Hungarian)
use. As a result, Turkish is one of the hardest languages to learn. Turkish is one of the most difficult languages to learn! Is Turkish Hard To Pronounce? Hey! Don’t be discouraged yet! Luckily, though Turkish is quite difficult to learn, it is quite easy to pronounce. That is perfect for those that are visiting Turkey as a tourist and want to memorize a few
phrases or words to get around. Turkish is a phonetic language, meaning that what you see is what you pronounce. However, because there are a few letters that aren’t in the English alphabet, you will need to learn how to pronounce those. Here are the letters that might give you some trouble: 1iThough it looks similar to an i, it is not pronounced like
an i. It is more like the e in oven 6Pronounced more like the i in birth iPronounced similarly to the ew in brew ¢Similar to the ch in chalk gis pronounced like the k in khaki sis more like the sh in shelter That’s really it! If you know how to pronounce those different letters in the Turkish alphabet, you will have no problem saying the basic Turkish words
for tourists. ???? Want to learn Turkish quickly?Learn from native Turkish speakers on Italki for cheap here! Must-Know Common Turkish Phrases For Tourists No matter how many days you plan to spend in Turkey, you shouldn’t leave home without knowing some basic Turkish for tourists. Below we have outlined some of the most useful phrases,
words and sayings you are going to need when you are visiting Turkey! Thank you (formal) - Tesekkiir ederim (Teh-sheik-kewr eh-deh-reem) Thanks (informal) - Tesekkiirler (Teh-sheik-kewr-lehr) Hello - Merhaba (Mehr-hah-bah) You're welcome - Rica ederim (Ree-jah eh-deh-reem) How are you? - Nasilsin? (Nah-suhl-suhn?) Good morning - Giinaydin
(Gew-nai-duhn) Good afternoon - Tinaydin (Tew-nai-duhn) Good night - iyi Geceler (Ee-yee Geh-jeh-lehr) How much - Ne kadar? (Neh kah-dahr?) Please - Lutfen (Lewt-fehn) Where are you from? - Nerelisin? (Neh-reh-lee-seen?) What is your name? - Adiniz Ne? (Ah-duh-nuhz Neh?) My name is (...). - Adim (...). (Ah-duhm) I am fine - Iyiyim (Ee-yee-
yeem) Bon voyage - Iyi Yolculuklar (Ee-yee Yohl-juh-look-lahr) Where is the toilet? - Tuvalet nerede (Two-vah-let Neh-reh-deh) Where is (...)? - (...) nerede? (Neh-reh-deh) (...) nerede is one of the most useful Turkish phrases for tourists traveling. It allows tourists to easily ask any locals where a certain thing is. You simply replace the (...) with any
location you want to inquire about. For example, as we have above, tuvalet nerede translates to where is the toilet. If you want to say where is the Grand Bazaar (one of the most visited places in Istanbul), you would combine Grand Bazaar (Kapali1 Cars1 in Turkis) and nerede. Where is the Grand Bazaar would be “Kapali1 Cars1 nerede”. Where is the
restaurant would be “restoran nerede”. Where is the taxi would be “taksi nerede”. Easy peasy lemon squeezy. Do you speak English? - Ingilizce konusuyor musunuz? (In-gee-leez-jeh koh-noo-shoo-your moo-soo-nooz?) The bill, please - Hesap, Liitfen (Heh-sup, Lewt-fehn) Sorry - Pardon (Pahr-dohn) Bye - Hosca Kal (Hosh-chah-kahl) Can you help me? -
Yardim Edebilir Misiniz? (Yahr-duhm Eh-deh-bee-leer Mee-see-neez?) Nice to meet you! - Tanistigima Memnun Oldum! (Tah-nuhsh-tuh-uhmah Mem-noon Ohl-doom!) Do not enter - Girilmez (Gee-rihl-mehz) I can’t speak Turkish - Tiirk¢e bilmiyorum (Tewrk-cheh beel-mee-yo-room) I wake up - Uyanirim (Ooh-yah-nuh-ruhm) I go to bed - Yatarim (Yah-
tah-ruhm) Must-Know Words In Turkish For Travelers If it is your first time visiting Turkey, there are some words you must know as a traveler. These are usually words that you will see daily (if not, occasionally), so it is a good idea to know what they mean! Yes - Evet (Eh-vet) No - Hayir (Hah-yuhr) Entrance - Giris (Gee-reesh) Exit - Cikis (chuh-
kuhsh) Air-conditioning - klima (kuh-lee-mah) Pull - Cekiniz (Cheh-kee-neez) Push - Itiniz (Ee-tee-neez) Toilet - Tuvalet (Two-vah-leht) Gentlemen - Bay (By) Ladies - Bayan (By-ahn) Party - Parti (Pahr-tee) Travel - Seyahat (Seh-yah-hot) Bus Station - Otogar (Oh-toh-gahr) Police - Polis (Poh-lees) Hospital - Hastane (Hahs-tah-neh) ATM Machine - ATM
Makinesi (Ah-Teh-Meh Mah-kee-neh-see) Credit Card - Kredi Kart1 (Kuh-reh-dee Kahr-tuh) Price - Fiyat (Fee-yaht) Free (no charge) - Bedava (Beh-dah-vah) Rain - Yagmur (Yah-moor) Sun - Giines (Gew-nash) Umbrella - Semsiye (Shem-see-yeh) Storm - Firtina (Fuhr-tuh-nah) Ambulance - Ambulans (Ahm-buh-lahns) Accident - Kaza (Kah-zah) Useful
Words In Turkish For Sightseeing Knowing some Turkish when you are sightseeing will help you tremendously, especially if you need to ask for directions or tell the taxi driver where to go. Here are some of the key Turkish words you might need for sightseeing! Mosque - Cami (Jah-mee) Museum - Miize (Mew-zeh) Tourist - Turist (Too-rist) Palace -
Saray (Sah-rai) Turkish Bath - Hammam (Hah-mahm) Carpet - Hali (Hah-luh) Square - Meydan (May-dahn) Castle - Hisar (Hee-sahr) Church - Kilise (Kee-lee-seh) Valley - Vadisi (Vah-dee-see) Island - Ada (Ah-dah) Bridge - Kopru (Keuwp-rew) Bazaar - Carsi (Char-shuh) Tower - Kulesi (Kuh-leh-see) Statue - Heykel (Hey-kehl) Suleymaniye Mosque
translates to Suleymaniye Camii in Turkish Must-Know Turkish Words For Dining One of the most famous things about Turkey is its gastronomy. The fresh ingredients mixed with their plethora of spices just make their cuisine so delicious! If you are only visiting Istanbul where tourists are abundant, then you will probably have English on your menu.
But if you are planning on getting off the beaten path, then make sure you take some of these common words in Turkish with you! Water- Su (Soo) Tea - Cay (Chai) Beer - Bira (Bee-rah) Bread - Ekmek (Ehk-mehk) Fish - Balik (Bah-luhk) Beef - Et (Eht) Chicken - Tavuk (Tah-vook) Lamb - Kuzu (Koo-zoo) You'll definitely need to know Cay, the most
widely consumed drink in Turkey. Everywhere you go in Turkey, you will be offered Cay! White Cheese - Beyaz peynir (Beh-yahz pehy-neer) Vegetarian - Vejetaryen (Veh-jah-tah-ee-yehn) Yoghurty Drink - Ayran (Ai-rahn) Ice cream - Dondurma (Dohn-door-mah) Salad - Salata (Sah-lah-tah) Soup - Corba (Chor-bah) Salt - Tuz (Tooz) There is a famous
lake near Cappadocia known as Lake Tuz, which you now know it translates to “Salt Lake”. It is one of the best attractions in Cappadocia! Desert - Tath (Taht-luh) Food - Yemek (Yeh-mehk) Breakfast - Kahvalti (Kah-vahl-tuh) Lunch - Ogle yemegi (Euw-leh yeh-meh-ee) Dinner - Aksam yemegi (Ahk-shahm yeh-mee-ee) Enjoy your meal - Afiyet Olsun
(Ah-fee-yet ohl-soon) Cay, or Turkish Tea in English, is pronounced chai Simple Turkish Adjectives For Travelers Good - Iyi (Ee-ee) Bad - Fena (Feh-nah) Cold - Soguk (Soh-ook) Hot - Sicak (Suh-jahk) Big - Bliyiik (Bew-yewk) Small - Kiiciik (Kew-chewk) Slow - Yavas (Yah-vahsh) Fast - Hizli (Huhz-luh) Open - Acgik (Ah-chuhk) Closed - Kapali (Kah-pah-
luh) Essential Turkish Words For The Airport The airport is going to be your first exposure to the Turkish language. Learn some of these simple words and don’t get intimidated! If you are going from Istanbul to the city center, then you need to worry less because there will be lots of English! Airport - Havalimani (Hah-vah-lee-mah-nuh) Airplane -
Ucgak (Uh-chahk) Check-in - Giris Islemi (Gee-reesh eesh-leh-mee) Arrival - Varis (Vah-ruhsh) Departure - Kalkis (Kahl-kuhsh) Passenger - Yolcu (Yohl-joo) Bagge Claim - Bagaj Teslim Yeri (Bah-gahj Tehs-leem Yeh-ree) Ticket - Bilet (Bee-leht) Bus - Otobius (Oh-toh-bewss) What Are Basic Numbers in Turkish? Zero - Sifir (Suh-fuhr) One - Bir (Beer)
Two - Iki (Ee-kee) Three - U¢ (Ewch) Four - Dért (Durrt) Five - Bes (Behsh) Six - Alt1 (Ahl-tuh) Seven - Yedi (Ye-dee) Eight - Sekiz (Seh-keez) Nine - Dokuz (Doh-kooz) Ten - On (Ohn) Eleven - On bir (Ohn beer) Twelve - On iki (Ohn ee-kee) Learning numbers in Turkish is relatively easy. Unlike in English where we need to memorize a separate set of
numbers (sixteen, fourteen, and etc), Turkish numbers are constructed so sixteen is just the word for ten plus six. This rule applies to every number in Turkish. If you want to know how to say (for example) 135, then you need to learn how to say 100, 30, and 5. With only a handful of numbers, you can say hundreds of numbers! Hence, the most
important part is to learn the single-digit numbers (1 to 9) and numbers such as 10, 20, 30, ... 100, 200, and so on. Turkish For Tourists FAQs Many people in Turkey will speak English, especially the younger generation and people that work in the travel industry. However, it is not uncommon to encounter locals that do not speak English at all. That is
why we recommend learning some basic Turkish phrases and words before visiting Turkey. When greeting someone, you would typically either say Nasilsin (How are you) or Merhaba (Hello). Merhaba (Hello) is typically what is used when you are trying to say hello in Turkish. Though the word for “Hello” might change depending on the situation or
who you are speaking with, Merhaba is a versatile word that will usually work in any situation. Like this post? Don’t forget to save it on Pinterest! This concludes our Turkish language guide for tourists! Hopefully, you have picked up a word or two to help you on your Turkey trip! Any questions? Leave a comment below! Disclaimer: Some of the links
above are affiliate links. That means if you book or make a purchase through the links, we will earn a small commission at no extra cost to you! The money will help run this site! Thank you! World Traveler, Travel Blogger, PhotographerLivingOutLauSean is the founder of the travel blog, LivingOutLau. He has been to over 30 countries in over 5 years
of travel. Every day, he is traveling and sharing his discoveries of the world through exceptional travel guides on his blog!
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