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Also spelt Haj, Hajj is the annual pilgrimage to Makkah, Saudi Arabia, that all able Muslims are expected to perform at least once in their lifetime. It is the fifth pillar of Islam and a five-day event that around two million Muslims participate in every year. Hajj is performed in the last month of the Islamic (lunar) calendar. Read on to learn more about what is Hajj and its significance in Islam.Why Is Hajj So Important in Islam?Hajj is the sacred pilgrimage that is performed by Muslims at the holy mosque Masjid Al-Haram in Makkah, Saudi Arabia. Allah SWT in
the Holy Quran commands the Muslim Ummah to perform Hajj once in their lifetime. Allah SWT says: You will enter the Sacred Masjid, God willing, perfectly secure, and you will cut your hair or shorten it (as you fulfil the pilgrimage rituals) there. You will not have any fear. Since He knew what you did not know, He has coupled this with an immediate victory. [Holy Quran, 48:27]And proclaim to mankind the Hajj pilgrimage. They will come to you on foot and on every lean camel; they will come from every deep and distant (wide) mountain highway (to perform
Hajj). [Holy Quran: 22/27]Hajj holds great significance in Islam. Being a spiritual, physical, and emotional challenge, it blesses Muslims with the opportunity to refresh their spiritual self. To renew their faith and to be cleansed of all the worldly sins. While talking about the importance of Hajj, Prophet Muhammad PBUH said, Whoever performs Hajj for the sake of Allah and does not utter any obscene speech or do any evil deed, will go back (free of sin) as his mother bore him. [Sahih Bukhari; Muslim]When Is Hajj 2025?Hajj takes place during the first ten days
of Dhul Hijjah, the 12th and the last month of the Islamic calendar. In 2025, Hajj is expected to take place from Wednesday, June 4th, to Monday, June 9th, 2025. However, these dates are tentative as they depend on the sighting of the moon.Hajj is expected to take place from Wednesday, June 4th, to Monday, June 9th, 2025.What Happens During Hajj?Hajj takes place during the 12th Islamic month, between the 8th to 12th Dhul Hijjah. After putting on the Thram and crossing the lines of Miqqat, on the first day of Hajj, pilgrims perform Umrah in Makkah,
Saudi Arabia. After performing Tawaf circling around the Holy Kaaba Muslims perform Saee by retracing the Hajra (AS) steps that are running between the hills of Safa and Marwa. After this, the pilgrims move toward Mina and spend the night worshipping. The next day, the pilgrims head towards Mount Arafat, where they spend the afternoon. During their stay, the pilgrims climb the hill of Jabal al-Rahma the place where Prophet Muhammad PBUH delivered the last sermon. As the sun sets, the pilgrims start walking towards Muzdalifah. On the third day of
Hajj, the pilgrims perform the final Tawaf, followed by Rami of the Jamarat and sacrifice of the animals in the name of Allah SWT. Trying to get physically in shape in preparation for Hajj will reduce the physical strain on your body and give you the strength to focus on this spiritual journey, especially for associated rituals such as Muzdalifah and Arafat How Long Is Hajj?The Hajj pilgrimage usually lasts for around five to six days, depending on the pilgrims plan. On the 12th Dhul Hijjah (fifth day), most pilgrims leave Makkah after completing Tawaf al-Wadaa,
meaning to bid farewell. Muslims walk around the Holy Kaaba seven times during the final Tawaf in the counter-clockwise direction. While performing the Tawaf al-Wadaa most Muslims try to kiss or touch the Holy Kaaba as they circle before leaving.Pilgrims who stay for the sixth day (13th Dhul Hijjah) perform Rami- the stoning of the Jamarats. Note that, the ritual of Rami is also performed during the fourth and fifth days of Dhul Hijjah.Why Do Muslims Go On Hajj?Hajj pilgrimage is a religious obligation that should be completed at least once in a Muslims
life. It is believed that the journey of Hajj allows Muslims to wipe away their sins and get a clean slate in front of Allah SWT. While taking part in Hajj, pilgrims retrace the route followed by the beloved Prophet Muhammad PBUH and Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and Prophet Ismail (AS) before him. The ritual of Hajj also involves retracing the steps of Prophet Ibrahims (AS) wife Hajra (AS), who ran seven times between the mountains of Safa and Marwa to seek water for her son. Moreover, the act of Hajj rewards Muslims by giving them peace purity and deepening
their devotion in the name of Allah SWT.Who Goes On Hajj?Hajj is an Arabic word that means to intend a journey. Although there is no obligation on children to perform pilgrimage, based on the Islamic teachings, it is important for every financially and physically capable Muslim to perform Hajj at least once in their lifetime. However, children may participate in Hajj along with their parents or guardian. The ones who complete the pilgrimage can add the title of Hajji to their names.How Many People Go On Hajj Each Year?Every year around two to three
million pilgrims from all across the world gather in Makkah, Saudi Arabia, to perform Hajj. It is considered one of the largest gatherings in the world. In the year 10 AH (632 CE),Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), along with 1400 followers, set out to Makkah, Saudi Arabia, to perform the first-ever Hajj (annual pilgrimage) in Islam, reestablishing the traditions of Prophet Ibrahim (AS).Facts about HajjHave a look at some lesser-known facts about Hajj:Fact 1: Hajj Is the Worlds Largest Religious GatheringAccording to the Saudi Government, a staggering 2.5 million
Muslims attended Hajj in 2019, and the numbers have only grown with the passing years. Out of the 2.5 million pilgrims, only 634,000 were Saudi residents, while the remaining 1.9 million were international pilgrims; Muslims from Egypt, Pakistan, India, Yemen, Bangladesh, and Sudan.Fact 2: Hajj Is the 5th Pillar of IslamHajj is the fifth pillar of Islam. In the Holy Quran, Allah SWT instructs all financially and physically able Muslims to perform Hajj at least once in their lifetime. The Holy Quran has an entire chapter (Surah) named after Hajj. In the Surah,
Allah SWT tells us:We designated for Abraham the site of the House, [saying], Do not associate anything with Me and purify My House for those who perform Tawaf and those who stand [in prayer] and those who bow and prostrate.And proclaim to the people the Hajj [pilgrimage]; they will come to you on foot and on every lean camel; they will come from every distant pass That they may witness benefits for themselves and mention the name of Allah on known days over what He has provided for them of [sacrificial] animals Then let them fulfil their vows and
perform Tawaf around the ancient House.That [has been commanded], and whoever honours the sacred ordinances of Allah it is best for him in the sight of his Lord [Holy Quran, 22:26-30]Fact 3: The Ritual of Hajj Is Performed Between the 8th and 12th Dhul HijjahEvery year Hajj is performed during the Islamic month of Dhul Hijjah, otherwise known as the Month of the Pilgrimage. According to the Islamic calendar, Hajj takes place during the same period of the lunar calendar that is 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th Dhul Hijjah. Eid Al-Adha is also celebrated as
a part of Hajj.For your Hajj to be accepted, a pilgrim must have a pure intention of fulfiling the obligation for the sake of Allah SWT and should focus only on worshipping the Almighty while ignoring everything worldlyFact 4: Hajj Is Older than 1500 Years!Based on Islamic history, most Muslims believe that the first pilgrimage after the migration of Prophet Muhammad PBUH from Makkah to Madinah was held in 7 AH on 4th Dhul Hijjah. However, little do people know that the origin of Hajj actually dates further back to 2000 BCE. Hajjs ritual is even older
than the event of Zam Zam, the running of Hajra (AS) between the Safa and Marwa.The Holy Kaaba itself also dates back to the early 629CE. When Prophet Ibrahim (AS), along with Prophet Ismail (AS) on the command of Allah SWT, constructed the Holy Kaaba. After that, worshippers of different religions came to the Kaaba to worship. The Mount of Arafat is where Prophet Ibrahim (AS) prepared to sacrifice his son, Prophet Ismail (AS).The first official Hajj was performed in 630 CE, by Prophet Muhammad PBUH and his companions. During the Hajj, Prophet
Muhammad PBUH destroyed all the idols inside the Holy Kaaba, claiming it as the purest and most sacred site in the name of Allah SWT. He then retraced the journey of Hajra (AS) by running between the Safa and Marwa, followed by the stoning of the devil and delivering the last sermon on Mount Arafat. Since then, Hajj has been performed in the exact same way!Fact 5: Hajj Comprises a Unique Dress CodeAccording to the guidance of Prophet Muhammad PBUH, in order to perform Hajj, men and women should wear an all-white dress, known as the Thram.
For men, the ihram is basically two plain white sheets wrapped around their bodies, whereas for women, Ihram is any simple dress that covers them from head to toe, only leaving the face out. This unique dress code of Hajj represents equality and the state of purity. Muslims are not allowed to wear jewellery or perfume with their Thram.Summary What Is HajjHajj is the fifth and final pillar of Islam. Muslims from all over the world are expected to perform Hajj at least once in their lives. According to the Islamic calendar, Hajj takes place between 8th and 12th
Dhul Hijjah. It is a five- to six-day-long religious tradition. Every year, more than three million Muslims visit the Holy Kaaba in Makkah, Saudi Arabia, to perform Hajj. What is Hajj? For facts about Hajj, in the UK and around the world, read these FAQs. What is Hajj? Who should go on the Hajj?When is Hajj?How many people go on Hajj? How did Hajj start?What are the rites of Hajj?What is the difference between Hajj and Umrah? The Hajj, sometimes spelt Haj, is the annual pilgrimage to Mecca that Muslims are expected to make at least once in their lifetime.
The word Hajj is an Arabic word, meaning to intend a journey.Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam the others are shahadah (declaration of faith); salat (daily prayer); zakat (giving of alms); sawm (fasting in Ramadan). Who should go on the Hajj? It is mandatory for Muslim adults to go on Hajj at least once in their lifetime. They must be of sound mind and physically and financially capable of undertaking the journey. Those who complete the pilgrimage can add the title Hajji to their names. When is Hajj? The pilgrimage must take place during the month of Dhu al Hijja,
the last month of the Islamic calendar. The rites of Hajj are performed from the 8th to the 12th of Dhu al Hijjah.As the Islamic calendar is based on the lunar year, the date changes in the Gregorian calendar each year, and is 10 to 11 days earlier than the preceding year.In 2019, Hajj is expected to be on or around August 9th. How many people go on Hajj? Every year about 2 to 3 million people from across the world gather in Mecca for the Hajj. It is the largest single gathering of people on the planet. How did Hajj start? The rites performed at Hajj today were
established by the Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) but, based on the Quran, they can be traced back to the Prophet Ibrahim, (alaihis salaam), also referred to in English as Abraham.Muslims believe that Ibrahim (alaihis salaam) was ordered by Allah to leave his wife Hajar and his son Ismail alone in the desert of ancient Mecca. In search of water, Hajar desperately ran seven times between the two hills of Safa and Marwah but found none. Returning in despair to Ismail, she saw the baby scratching the ground with his leg and a water fountain
sprang forth at the site.This is the Well of Zamzam in the Masjid al-Haram in Mecca. Pilgrims visit the well while performing Hajj or the Umrah pilgrimage to drink its water. What are the rites of Hajj? The main rituals of the Hajj pilgrimage are: Thram: When they arrive in Mecca, pilgrims enter the state of ihram (purity) for the Hajj pilgrimage. Men must wear the ihram garments consisting of two white, seamless sheets wrapped around the body, and sandals. As well as purity, this clothing symbolises equality and unity as there are no visible reminders of
class, wealth, status or culture. Requirements for women are less strict and they usually dress in white with only faces and hands uncovered.While in the state of ihram, pilgrims must among other things - not cut their nails or hair, not engage in sexual activity, argue or fight. Tawaf: Each person walks counter-clockwise seven times around the Ka'aba (the cube-shaped building and the direction of prayer for Muslims everywhere) in Masjid Al-Haram. The Kaaba was built by Ibrahim (alaihis salaam) and is the most sacred site in Islam.Al-Safa and Al-Marwah:
Pilgrims run seven times between the mountains of Al-Safa and Al-Marwah as Hajar did during her search for water.Mount Arafat: Pilgrims go to the plains of Mount Arafat, where the Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) gave his last sermon, to stand in vigil. Stoning the Devil: After Arafat, they move to Muzdalfah and then to Mina to perform a symbolic stoning ritual in which they fling pebbles at three walls known as jamarat. This symbolises how the devil tried to mislead Ibrahim (alaihis salaam) from following Allah but was fought off when the
prophet threw stones at him on three occasions.Eid ul Adha: The tenth day of the month of Dhu al-Hijja marks the start of the three-day festival of Eid ul Adha (the Feast of Sacrifice). The pilgrims perform the ritual of animal sacrifice (Qurbani) and continue with other rites to complete their Hajj.Qurbani: Qurbani, or Udiyah as it known in Arabic, commemorates the sacrifice Ibrahim (alaihis salaam) was willing to perform of his son Ismail (alaihis salaam) for Allah, who spared his son by sending down a ram to take his place. What is the difference between Hajj
and Umrah? Pilgrims can go to Mecca to perform the rituals at any other time of the year. This pilgrimage is known as Umrah and, unlike Hajj which takes place on fixed Islamic dates, is not obligatory! Hajj (Arabic: ), is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, the Holiest city for Muslims. It is one of the five pillars of Islam, the others are faith, prayer, fasting, and charity. Hajj being a mandatory religious duty for Muslims, must be undertaken once in a Muslims lifetime, providing health and means permit and supporting their family during their
absence from home.Hajj (Definition):The plural of hajj is hajjes. Hajj is sometimes spelled as haj or hadj. A person who has completed the pilgrimage is called a hajji (or haji or hadji). Hajj is derived from the Arabic verb Hajja (Arabic: ) meaning, to make effort or to set out to a great place. From a Shariah perspective, Hajj means to take oneself to a certain place at a particular time to perform devotional acts as required by Islam.Obligations of Hajj:In the light of Quran. In Quran it is stated in the following verse, In it are clear signs [such as] the standing place
of Abraham. And whoever enters it shall be safe. And [due] to Allah from the people is a pilgrimage to the House for whoever is able to find a way. But whoever disbelieves then indeed, Allah is free from the need of the worlds.[Surah Aal Imran, 3:97]Highlighting the obligation of the hajj, this verse also shows that purity of intentions and the ability to undertake the journey are also prerequisites for performing Hajj. The verse also highlights the fact that rejection of the obligation of Hajj is amount to disbelief.The majority of scholars have the view that Hajj was
prescribed in the 6th year after Hijrah with the revelation of the following verse: And complete the Hajj and Umrah for Allah.[Surah al-Bagarah, 2:196]0ther scholars are inclined to the view that Hajj was made obligatory in the ninth or the tenth year of Hijrah.In the light of HadithThere are many Hadiths that allude to the obligation of Hajj. Abu Huraira I narrates:Allahs Messenger addressed us and said:O people, Allah has made Hajj obligatory for you, so perform Hajj.Abdullah ibn Abbas I narrates:A woman from the tribe of Khatham came in the year (of
Hajjat al-Wada of the Prophet ) and said: O Allahs Messenger ! My father has come under Allahs obligation of performing Hajj, but he is a very old man and cannot sit properly on his mount. Will the obligation be fulfilled if I perform Hajj on his behalf? The Prophet replied in the affirmative.This narration not only emphasizes the obligation of Hajj but also stresses that if an individual is unable to perform the Hajj himself, he must appoint someone to perform it on his behalf.History of HajjIn Islamic tradition, the pilgrimage was introduced during the time of the
prophet Ibrahim (Abraham). According to tradition, by Gods command, Abraham left his wife Hajira (Hajar) and his son Ishmael (Ismail) alone in the desert of ancient Mecca with little food and water that they soon used up. Mecca was then an uninhabited place. In search of water, Hajira desperately ran seven times between the two hills of Safa and Marwah but found none. Back in despair to Ishmael, she saw the baby scratching the ground with his leg and a water fountain underneath. Because of the presence of water, tribes started to settle in Mecca,
Jurhum being the first such tribe to arrive. When grown up, Ishmael married in the tribe and started living with them. The Quran states that Ibrahim, along with his son Ishmael, raised the foundations of a house that is identified by most commentators as the Kaaba. After the placing of the Black Stone in the Eastern corner of the Kaaba, Ibrahim received a revelation in which Allah told the aged prophet that he should now go and proclaim the pilgrimage to mankind. The Quran refers to these incidents in 2:124-127 and 22:27-30. Islamic scholar Shibli Nomani
mentions that the house raised by Abraham was 27 feet high, 96 feet long, and 66 feet wide.Virtues of HajjThere are many benefits of performing Hajj.1. Hajj Removes SinsThe person who goes for Hajj earns the pleasure of his Lord and comes back with all his sins forgiven.Abu Huraira narrated:The Prophet (SAW) said Whoever performs Hajj and does not commit any obscenity and wrongdoing, he, or she, will come out as the day he, or she, was born pure and sinless. (Bukhari)Abdullah ibn Masud I narrates:The Prophet said: Alternate between Hajj and
Umrah (regularly), for these two remove poverty and sins just as the blacksmiths bellows removes all impurities from iron, gold, and silver. There is no reward for an accepted Hajj (Hajj Mabrur) except Paradise.The Reward of Hajj Mabrur (Accepted Hajj) is ParadiseThe reward of performing Hajj with increased Tagwa (being God-conscious) and to a high standard of perfection, is Paradise.A Mabroor Hajj, complete and accepted, has no reward for it but Jannah. (Muslim)Abu Huraira reports:All sins committed between the performance of one Umrah and
another are expiated and erased. And there is no reward for a Hajj Mabrur except paradise.Hajj Mabrur and Hajj Magbul are often used interchangeably and translated as accepted but there is a subtle difference between the two.Hajj Magbul is a pilgrimage in which all the obligations and requirements are completed without any minor or major expiation. It is a fulfillment of the obligation of Hajj.Hajj Mabrur is a pilgrimage that is free of sin and graced with divine acceptance and pleasure.2. Safeguard from PunishmentAisha J narrates that the Prophet
said:There is no day wherein Allah saves more of his servants from the fire of hell than the Day of Arafat. He draws near and praises them to the angels, saying: What do my servants want?3. One of the Best DeedsAbu Huraira reports:The Prophet was asked:What is the best deed?He replied: To have faith in Allah and His Messenger. The enquirer asked: What next? The Prophet said: To strive in the cause of Allah.He was then asked: What is the next best thing? He replied: To perform Hajj Mabrur.4. A Form of JihadAisha reports that she once said:O Prophet of
Allah! Jihad (striving or fighting for the cause of Allah) is the best deed. Should we (women) then not actively participate in it? The Prophet replied: The best Jihad for you is Hajj Mabrur.9Abu Huraira I narrates:Jihad for the elderly, the young, the weak, and women is Hajj and Umrah.5. Pilgrims are Guests of AllahThose performing Hajj are guests of Allah (SWT). He is attentive to their needs and listens to their prayers closely.The fighter for the Sake of Allah and the one observing the Hajj and Umrah are the guests of Allah; He invited them and they
responded, and when they asked Him, He gave them. (Ibn Maajah)Abu Huraira I narrates:The Messenger of Allah said: Pilgrims are the guests of Allah; should they supplicate, Allah will answer their supplications; should they seek forgiveness, Allah will forgive them.6. Hajj eradicates poverty and sinsHajj eradicates poverty and sins. Hajj does not eliminate poverty, it instead teaches us to be compassionate towards others and give charity and that is what contributes to reducing poverty.Perform Hajj and Umrah successively for they remove poverty and sins
just as fire removes the impurities of iron. (Tirmidhi)Conditions of Performing HajjHajj is obligated to be performed, by a Muslim, once in a lifetime. One must be;Muslim:The pilgrim must be Muslim and must know that performing Hajj is obligatory.Maturity:The pilgrim must be mature and have reached puberty i.e. he must be Baligh. All scholars agree that if a minor perform Hajj, the pilgrimage would have to be repeated during adulthood as children arent obligated to perform Hajj.Sanity:Having physical abilities for performing the acts of Hajj. The pilgrim
must be mentally sound and in full control of his mental faculties. Those who are mentally ill arent obligated to perform Hajj.Capability:Having enough savings to support the cost of living of family members left behind and any other person under the pilgrims charge, when the pilgrim goes for Hajj.Freedom:Although not applicable in the modern era, the pilgrim must not be a slave.Safety En-Route:The journey to Hajj must be deemed safe enough to ensure that the pilgrims life and possessions are secure from any danger.Transport:The pilgrim must also
possess a conveyance and sufficient funds for the journey to Makkah and back.Immediacy of HajjThe immediacy of the obligation of Hajj means that it is necessary to take initiative to perform the Hajj in the first year of attaining istitaah, and failing that at ones next earliest opportunityThereafter, there is no doubt about the sinfulness of the delay if one were to forgo the first opportunity in the case of the absence of another. According to the Shafii school, it is not obligatory to perform it as soon as possible and an individual would not be sinful for postponing
it. This postponement, however, can only be made under the condition that a firm intention is made to perform the pilgrimage in the future, without the fear of being unable to carry it out. Want to give your brand videos a cinematic edge? Join our visual experts and special guests for an info-packed hour of insights to elevate your next video project. Tune in on June 24 at 11amET.Register NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished
thanever.See What's NewExplore how consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for yourvisuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportWant to give your brand videos a cinematic edge? Join our visual experts and special guests for an info-packed hour of insights to elevate your next video project. Tune in on June 24 at 11amET.Register NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished thanever.See What's
NewExplore how consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for yourvisuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportWant to give your brand videos a cinematic edge? Join our visual experts and special guests for an info-packed hour of insights to elevate your next video project. Tune in on June 24 at 11amET.Register NowEnjoy sharper detail, more accurate color, lifelike lighting, believable backgrounds, and more with our new model update. Your generated images will be more polished thanever.See What's NewExplore how
consumers want to see climate stories told today, and what that means for yourvisuals.Download Our Latest VisualGPS ReportAn estimated 1.8 million Muslims are preparing to embark on the Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca which begins on June 4.The Hajj is the largest annual gathering of Muslims from all over the world and a once-in-a-lifetime journey for many.list of 2 itemslist 1 of 2list 2 of 2end of listIn this visual explainer, we cover 10 frequently asked questions about the Hajj, providing insights into its significance, rituals and preparations.1. What is the Hajj?
The Hajj is the annual pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, and it is the fifth and final pillar of Islam, along with declaration of faith (shahada), five daily prayers, obligatory charity (zakat), and fasting during the month of Ramadan.The word comes from the Arabic root h-j-j, which means intending a journey or to set out for a definitive purpose.lt is obligatory once in a lifetime for all adult Muslims who are physically and financially able to undertake the journey.(Al Jazeera)2. When is the Hajj performed?The Hajj is performed between the 8th and 12th (or 13th) of
Dhul-Hijjah, the 12th and final month of the Islamic calendar. The timing falls roughly 70 days after the end of Ramadan, though this can vary slightly depending on the lunar cycle.In 2025, the Hajj will take place from June 4 to June 9, but many start arriving in the days and weeks ahead to prepare for the journey.Because the Islamic calendar follows a lunar cycle, with months lasting 29 or 30 days, the Hajj shifts 10 to 12 days earlier each year in the Gregorian calendar. Notably, this year marks the last time for the next 16 years that the Hajj will fall during
Meccas peak summer heat.3. Why do Muslims perform the Hajj?Muslims believe that the Hajj is a direct commandment from Allah (God), as outlined in the Muslim holy book, the Quran.It was affirmed during Prophet Muhammads farewell pilgrimage in 632 AD, in the 10th year of the Islamic calendar.Islamic tradition holds that the Kaaba, a stone structure draped in black silk at the centre of Meccas Grand Mosque where many Hajj rituals take place, was built by Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim) and his son Ishmael (Ismaeel) under Gods command. This marks the
origins of the Hajj, which was instituted as a divine ritual for the first time.Prospective pilgrims perform prayer at the Masjid al-Haram during their Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on June 23, 2023 [Ashraf Amra/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images]The journey is a spiritual one, and it is considered to allow Muslims to seek forgiveness, purify their souls and demonstrate their submission to God. The word Hajj is mentioned 12 times across the Quran, including one chapter named after it.Hajj also serves as a reminder of the Day of Judgement, and by
performing it, Muslims follow the example of Prophet Abraham and his family, whose actions are commemorated during the pilgrimage rituals. Ultimately, it is a way to fulfil a key religious obligation and strengthen ones faith.4. How long does the Hajj last?The Hajj lasts five to six days, depending on how it is performed. It begins on the 8th of Dhul-Hijjah, a day known as Tarwiyah, when many pilgrims travel to Mina, a desert valley located about 8 kilometres (5 miles) from Mecca, where they spend the night in preparation for the next days rituals.It ends with
Tashreeq days, where pilgrims return to Mina for the symbolic stoning of the Devil at a site called Jamarat, after which they perform final rituals to symbolise the end of the Hajj. Some may leave on the 12th if they complete their rites early, while others stay until the 13th.Muslim pilgrims pray around the holy Kaaba at the Grand Mosque, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca on September 27, 2014 [Muhammad Hamed/Reuters]5. What is the difference between the Hajj and Umrah?While the Hajj is a compulsory pilgrimage for all able-bodied Muslims
once in their life, Umrah is a recommended smaller and simpler pilgrimage that Muslims can perform any time throughout the year.The graphic below shows some of the key differences between the Hajj and Umrah:6. Which key rituals do Muslims perform during the Hajj?Muslims perform many rites and rituals during the days of the Hajj, which can be explained in the following steps.DAY 1lhram Entering the state of Ihram is both a physical and spiritual condition, involving the niyah or intention to perform the Hajj, wearing specific garments (two unstitched
clothes for men and modest attire for women), and adhering to prescribed conduct. This ritual must occur before entering Mecca, either in the pilgrims home country or at one of the designated locations on Meccas outskirts.Arrival Tawaf After entering Mecca in Thram, many pilgrims perform an initial Tawaf by circling the Kaaba seven times in a counterclockwise direction. This symbolises unity in the worship of the One God. Pilgrims can then perform the sai, a ritual of walking seven times between the hills of Safa and Marwa, located within the Masjid al-
Haram.Mina Pilgrims proceed to Mina, located about 8km (5 miles) east of the Kaaba, where they will spend the night in prayer and reflection. Mina is famously known as the city of tents due to the vast expanse of white tents to house the millions of pilgrims.DAY 2Day of Arafah On the second day of the Hajj, pilgrims arrive early at the plains of Arafah, about 15km (9 miles) from Mina. They spend the afternoon in wuquf (standing) from midday to sunset, praying and repenting. Arafah is the most important ritual of Hajj. Muslims worldwide are encouraged to
fast on this day.Muzdalifah After sunset, pilgrims travel to Muzdalifah, some 9km (5.5 miles) away, where they pray Maghrib and Isha prayers before collecting pebbles for the next days ritual. There they spend the night under the open sky.DAY 30n this day, Muslims from around the world celebrate the first day of Eid al-Adha, or the celebration of the sacrifice.Rami al-Jamarah al-Kubra (stoning the largest pillar) Pilgrims return to Mina where they throw seven pebbles at the largest of three stone pillars. This ritual represents the stoning of the devil which
symbolises rejection of Satans temptations.Qurbani (animal sacrifice) Pilgrims, or agents on their behalf, offer an animal sacrifice in remembrance of Abrahams willingness to sacrifice his son in obedience to God.Halq or Tagsir (shaving or trimming hair) Men shave or trim their heads and women cut a small portion of hair. This symbolises spiritual renewal. Tawaf al-Ifadah (main Tawaf) Pilgrims return to Mecca to perform Tawaf followed by Sai.DAYS 4 and 5Mina Pilgrims return to Mina and perform Rami (stoning) of all three stone pillars each day.DAY 6
(optional)Mina Pilgrims who remain for an extra day repeat the stoning ritual at all three pillars.Farewell TawafBefore leaving Mecca, pilgrims perform a final Tawaf around the Kaaba, known as the Tawaf al-Wada or a farewell tawaf, signifying a spiritual farewell to the holy sanctuary.Pilgrims leave after offering prayers outside the Grand Mosque during the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca, Saudi Arabia on June 14, 2024 [Rafiqg Magbool/AP Photo]7. What are the different types of Hajj?There are three types of Hajj to facilitate the pilgrimage for Muslims from
different locations and abilities:Hajj al-Tamattu (the eased Hajj) Hajj al-Tamattu is the most common type of Hajj, particularly for international pilgrims or those living outside Mecca. In this form of Hajj, pilgrims first perform Umrah, exit the state of Ihram, and then re-enter Ihram to perform Hajj. For those performing Hajj al-Tamattu, sacrificing an animal is obligatory, unless one is unable to afford it, in which case fasting is required instead.Hajj al-Qiran (The combined Hajj) In Hajj al-Qiran, pilgrims combine Umrah and Hajj, similar to Tamattu, but without
exiting the state of Ihram. Pilgrims remain in Thram throughout both rites. Sacrificing an animal is also required for those who can afford it.Hajj al-Ifrad (Hajj alone) Hajj al-Ifrad is intended for pilgrims who perform Hajj alone, without combining it with Umrah. This form is usually performed by residents of Mecca. This form of Hajj does not require the sacrifice of an animal, though it can be performed voluntarily.Muslim pilgrims gather at the top of the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage, near
the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on June 15, 2024 [Rafiqg Magbool/AP Photo]8. What is not permitted during the Hajj?The etiquette of the Hajj bans several actions that are otherwise permitted in Islam, including sexual relations (and anything leading to it, like embracing or kissing), cursing, arguing, hunting, shaving or cutting hair and nails, using perfume, arranging or conducting a marriage, wearing stitched clothes (for men), covering the head (for men), and covering the face (for women).If a pilgrim unintentionally or unknowingly does something
prohibited during the Hajj, there are usually specific actions and steps to rectify their situation. This often involves repentance, as well as making up for the mistake by offering charity or an animal sacrifice.9. What should one pack for the Hajj?Packing for the Hajj requires careful planning to ensure you have everything you need without overloading. The graphic below provides a practical checklist of things one should pack before embarking on the journey.10. How do Muslims mark the end of the Hajj?Muslims mark the end of the Hajj with Eid al-Adha,
celebrated on the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah and lasting up to three days in many countries.Muslim pilgrims perform the Tawaf, circling of the Kaaba, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage on the first day of Eid al-Adha in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on August 21, 2018 [File: Dar Yasin/AP]The day begins with a special prayer shortly after sunrise, as Muslims gather in mosques or open areas wearing their finest clothes. The rest of the day is spent sharing meals, exchanging gifts, and visiting family and friends. The greeting Eid Mubarak, meaning Blessed Eid, is commonly
exchanged.Eid al-Adha also involves the ritual of animal sacrifice, known as Qurbani. Muslims who are able to do so sacrifice a sheep, goat, cow or camel, and the meat is divided into three parts: one for the family, one for relatives and friends, and one for those in need.Source: Al Jazeera Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam, its a sacred pilgrimage to Makkah that every Muslim who is physically and financially able must complete at least once in their lifetime. It is an act of devotion, unity, and deep spiritual renewal.The Journey of a LifetimeFor over a thousand
years, Muslims from every corner of the world have traveled to Makkah for a sacred purpose. Hajj is not just a physical journey, but a spiritual milestone. It brings together millions of believers in submission, equality, and remembrance of Allah.Whether you're a new Muslim, a lifelong learner, or simply curious, this guide will walk you through what Hajj is, its significance in Islam, and why it remains one of the most powerful acts of worship.What Is Hajj in Islam? Hajj is the annual pilgrimage to Makkah that occurs during the Islamic month of Dhul Hijjah. It is
one of the five pillars of Islam, meaning it is an essential practice for all Muslims who meet the conditions of performing it.The rites of Hajj commemorate the actions of Prophet Ibrahim (AS), Hajar (RA), and their son Ismail (AS) serving as a living connection to prophetic history, sacrifice, and submission.Hajj symbolizes:Obedience to Allahs commandHumility, equality, and brotherhoodA fresh start and spiritual rebirthWhy Do Muslims Go to Hajj?Muslims go to Hajj to fulfill a command from Allah (SWT), as stated in the Quran:Performance of Hajj (pilgrimage
to the House of Ka'bah) is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those who can afford the expenses; and whoever denies (the Hajj), then surely Allah is not in need of the worlds. (Surah Al-Imran 3:97)But beyond obligation, it is an opportunity for:Deep spiritual cleansing and forgivenessReconnecting with Allah in the most sacred place on EarthExperiencing the unity of the global UmmahMillions leave their homes, wear simple white garments (Ihram), and walk the same footsteps as prophets, all the while, erasing worldly differences in race, status, or wealth.The
5 Days of Hajj: What Happens and When The Hajj pilgrimage includes several powerful rituals over five days:Ihram: Entering a sacred state and wearing plain white clothingTawaf: Circling the Kaaba in MakkahSai: Walking between the hills of Safa and MarwahStanding at Arafat: A day of repentance and dua, considered the spiritual peakMuzdalifah and Mina: Collecting pebbles, sleeping under the skyRami al-Jamarat: Stoning the symbolic pillars of evilEid al-Adha and Animal Sacrifice: Commemorating the sacrifice of Ibrahim (AS)Each step has deep spiritual
and historical meaning, transforming the soul and connecting you with centuries of Islamic tradition.How Many Days Is Hajj and What Happens in Mina?Hajj takes place over five key days in Dhul Hijjah:8th Dhul Hijjah (Day of Tarwiyah): Pilgrims enter the state of Ihram and head to Mina, where they spend the night in prayer and preparation.9th Dhul Hijjah (Day of Arafah): Pilgrims gather at Arafat for the most important day of Hajj.10th Dhul Hijjah (Eid al-Adha): Pilgrims perform the stoning at Jamarat, sacrifice an animal, and shave their heads or trim their
hair.11th12th Dhul Hijjah: Continued stoning at Mina and staying overnight in the valley.13th Dhul Hijjah (optional): Pilgrims may perform stoning for a third day.Mina plays a critical role during these days. It is where pilgrims rest, reflect, and carry out the symbolic stoning of the devil at the three Jamarat pillars. Its a time of remembrance, patience, and unity.Thram for Men: Rules and Meaning The state of IThram is a sacred condition that Muslims must enter before beginning Hajj or Umrah. For men, this means wearing two unstitched white cloths one
wrapped around the waist and the other draped over the shoulder.Ihram rules for men include:No wearing sewn clothing or undergarmentsNo perfumes or scented productsNo marital relations or argumentsEntering Ihram reflects humility and equality, symbolizing a complete surrender to Allah (SWT). It marks the beginning of a spiritually focused journey where all worldly distinctions are stripped away.These additions ensure youre spiritually and physically ready to embark on Hajj with the right mindset and knowledge.Who Is Required to Perform Hajj?Hajj
is obligatory for:Muslims who are mentally, physically, and financially ableAdults (not required for children)Those with the means to travel safely and afford the journeylt is not required for those who are ill, elderly, or financially unable but it remains one of the most honored acts of worship for those who can go.Can Women Perform Hajj Alone? Traditionally, women were required to travel with a mahram (a male guardian) to perform Hajj. However, many contemporary scholars and authorities, including in Saudi Arabia, now permit women to perform Hajj in
the company of a trusted group or with other women.If youre unsure, consult with a local scholar or Hajj authority to confirm current guidelines. Above all, safety and sincerity are the guiding principles.Hajj and the Global Muslim Community Every year, over 2 million Muslims gather in Makkah for Hajj. Its the largest annual religious gathering in the world, representing unity, peace, and shared purpose.This journey reminds us that we are one Ummabh, diverse in culture, language, and experience, but united by faith. How to Prepare for Hajj: Spiritual and
Practical TipsIf youre planning to go or want to be spiritually aligned with those performing Hajj:Learn the duas and rituals ahead of timeSeek forgiveness and purify your heartGive Sadaqgah or Qurbani to build your intentionWatch or read about the pilgrimage to spiritually connectHajj Is a Time of Giving: Support Those in Need This Dhul HijjahEven if youre not going on Hajj, you can still be part of this sacred season. Muslim Hands USA carries out vital campaigns during Dhul Hijjah: Give Water: Build a well or water system as lasting Sadagah Jariyah.
Sponsor an Orphan: Honor this season by uplifting a child in need. Where Most Needed: Let our teams direct your donation where help is most urgently required.Final Reflection: A Sacred Journey with Eternal RewardHajj is a journey of faith, equality, and return. This is the moment when millions of hearts beat with the same hope; forgiveness, mercy, and nearness to Allah.Whether you're preparing for Hajj or simply reflecting from home, may this sacred season inspire your spirit and multiply your reward.Whoever performs Hajj for the sake of Allah and does
not utter any obscene speech or do any evil deed will return (after Hajj free from all sins) as he was on the day his mother gave birth to him. (Sahih Bukhari,1521) Explore More This Dhul Hijjah Give Your Qurbani the Prophetic Way Learn About Eid al-Adha and Giving Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You
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calendar17931794]Julian calendarGregorian minus 12 daysKorean calendar4198Minguo calendar47 before ROC47Nanakshahi calendar397Thai solar calendar24072408Tibetan calendar(male Wood-Rat)1991 or 1610 or 838to(female Wood-Ox)1992 or 1611 or 839Wikimedia Commons has media related to 1865.1865 (MDCCCLXV) was a common year starting on Sunday of the Gregorian calendarand a common year starting on Friday of the Julian calendar, the 1865th year of the Common Era (CE) and Anno Domini (AD) designations, the 865th year of the
2ndmillennium, the 65th year of the 19thcentury, and the 6th year of the 1860s decade. As of the start of 1865, the Gregorian calendar was 12 days ahead of the Julian calendar, which remained in localized use until 1923. Calendar year January 15: Union captures Fort Fisher.January 4 The New York Stock Exchange opens its first permanent headquarters at 10-12 Broad near Wall Street, in New York City.January 13 American Civil War: Second Battle of Fort Fisher Union forces launch a major amphibious assault against the last seaport held by the
Confederates, Fort Fisher, North Carolina.January 15 American Civil War: Union forces capture Fort Fisher.January 31The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution (conditional prohibition of slavery and involuntary servitude) passes narrowly, in the House of Representatives.American Civil War: Confederate General Robert E. Lee becomes general-in-chief.February 3 American Civil War: Hampton Roads Conference: Union and Confederate leaders discuss peace terms.February 6 The municipal administration of Finland is established.
[1]February 8 & March 8 Gregor Mendel reads his paper on Experiments on Plant Hybridization at two meetings of the Natural History Society of Brnn in Moravia, subsequently taken to be the origin of the theory of Mendelian inheritance.[2]February 21 John Deere receives a United States patent for ploughs.February 22 Tennessee adopts a new constitution that abolishes slavery.February American Civil War: Columbia, South Carolina burns, as Confederate forces flee from advancing Union forces.March 3 The U.S. Congress authorizes formation of the
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands.March 4 Washington College and Jefferson College are merged to form Washington & Jefferson College in the United States.[3]March 13 American Civil War: The Confederate States of America agrees to the use of African American troops.March 18 American Civil War: The Congress of the Confederate States of America adjourns for the last time.March 1921 American Civil War: Battle of Bentonville: Union troops compel Confederate forces to retreat from Four Oaks, North Carolina.March 25The
Claywater Meteorite explodes just before reaching ground level in Vernon County, Wisconsin; fragments having a combined mass of 1.5kg (3.31b) are recovered.American Civil War: In Virginia, Confederate forces capture Fort Stedman from the Union, although it is retaken the same day. Lee's army suffers heavy casualties: about 2,900, including 1,000 captured in the Union counterattack. Confederate positions are weakened. After the battle, Lee's defeat is only a matter of time.March Hamm's Brewery opens in St. Paul, Minnesota.April 2: Jefferson
Davis.April 9: Appomattox Court House.April 14: Lincoln shot.April 1 American Civil War Battle of Five Forks: In Petersburg, Virginia, Confederate General Robert E. Lee begins his final offensive.April 2 American Civil War: Confederate President Jefferson Davis and most of his Cabinet flee the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia, which is taken by Union troops the next day.April 6 German chemicals producer Badische Anilin- und Sodafabrik (BASF) is founded in Mannheim.April 9 American Civil War: Confederate States Army General Robert E. Lee
surrenders to Union Army General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, effectively ending the war.April 14Assassination of Abraham Lincoln: President of the United States Abraham Lincoln is shot while attending an evening performance of the farce Our American Cousin at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C., by actor and Confederate sympathizer John Wilkes Booth.United States Secretary of State William H. Seward and his family are attacked in his home, by Lewis Powell.April 15 President Lincoln dies early this morning from his gunshot wound,
aged 56. Vice President Andrew Johnson becomes the 17th President of the United States upon Lincoln's death and is sworn in later that morning.April 18 Confederate President Jefferson Davis and his entire cabinet arrive in Charlotte, North Carolina, with a contingent of 1,000 soldiers.April 21 German chemicals producer BASF moves its headquarters and factories from Mannheim, to the Hemshof District of Ludwigshafen.April 26American Civil War: Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston surrenders to Union Major General William Tecumseh Sherman, at
Durham Station, North Carolina.Union cavalry corner John Wilkes Booth in a Virginia barn, and cavalryman Boston Corbett fatally shoots the assassin.April 27The steamboat Sultana, carrying 2,300 passengers, explodes and sinks in the Mississippi River, killing 1,800, mostly Union survivors of the Andersonville Prison.April 27: Steamboat Sultana sinks.Governor of New York Reuben Fenton signs a bill formally creating Cornell University.May 1 The Treaty of the Triple Alliance of Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay against Paraguay is formally signed, following the
outbreak of the Paraguayan War.May 4 American Civil War: Lieutenant General Richard Taylor, commanding all Confederate forces in Alabama, Mississippi, and eastern Louisiana, surrenders his forces to Union General Edward Canby at Citronelle, Alabama, effectively ending all Confederate resistance east of the Mississippi River.May 5 In the United States:In North Bend, Ohio (a suburb of Cincinnati), the first train robbery in the country takes place.Jefferson Davis meets with his Confederate Cabinet (14 officials) for the last time, in Washington, Georgia,
and the Confederate Government is officially dissolved.May 10 American Civil War: Jefferson Davis is captured by the Union Army near Irwinville, Georgia.May 12 Electric equipment and mobile brand Nokia founded in Tampere, Finland.May 1213 American Civil War Battle of Palmito Ranch: In far south Texas, more than a month after Confederate General Lee's surrender, the last land battle of the civil war with casualties, ends with a Confederate victory.May 17The International Telegraph Union is founded.French missionary Father Armand David first
observes Pre David's deer in Peking, China.[4]May 23 Grand Review of the Armies: Union Army troops parade down Pennsylvania Avenue (Washington, D.C.) to celebrate the end of the American Civil War.May 25 Mobile magazine explosion: 300 are killed in Mobile, Alabama, when an ordnance depot explodes.May 28 The Mimosa sets sail with emigrants from Wales for Patagonia.[5]May 29 American Civil War: President of the United States Andrew Johnson issues a proclamation of general amnesty for most citizens of the former Confederacy.June 2 American
Civil War: Confederate forces west of the Mississippi River under General Edmund Kirby Smith surrender at Galveston, Texas, under terms negotiated on May 26, becoming the last to do so.June 10 Richard Wagner's opera Tristan und Isolde debuts at the Munich Court Theatre.June 11 Battle of the Riachuelo: The Brazilian Navy squadron defeats the Paraguayan Navy.July 2: Salvation ArmyJune 19 American Civil War: Union Major General Gordon Granger lands at Galveston, Texas, and informs the people of Texas of the Emancipation Proclamation (an event
celebrated in modern times each year as Juneteenth).June 23 American Civil War: At Fort Towson in Oklahoma Territory, Confederate General Stand Watie, a Cherokee Indian, surrenders the last significant Rebel army.June 25 James Hudson Taylor founds the China Inland Mission at Brighton, England.June 26 Jumbo, a young male African elephant, arrives at London Zoo and becomes a popular attraction.JuneAugust English polymath Francis Galton first describes eugenics.[6]July 4 Lewis Carroll publishes his children's novel Alice's Adventures in Wonderland
in England[7][8] (first trade editions in December).July 5The U.S. Secret Service is founded.The first speed limit is introduced in Britain: 2mph (3.2km/h) in town and 4mph (6.4km/h) in the country.July 7 Following Abraham Lincoln's assassination on April 14, the four conspirators condemned to death during the trial are hanged, including David Herold, George Atzerodt, Lewis Powell and Mary Surratt. Her son, John Surratt, escapes execution by fleeing to Canada, and ultimately to Egypt.July 14 First ascent of the Matterhorn: The summit of the Matterhorn in
the Alps is reached for the first time, by a party of 7 led by the Englishman Edward Whymper; 4 die in a fall during the descent. July 14: Matterhorn climbed. July 30: Steamer Brother Jonathan sinks.July 21 Wild Bill Hickok Davis Tutt shootout: In the market square of Springfield, Missouri, Wild Bill Hickok shoots "Little Dave" Davis Tutt dead over a poker debt, in what is regarded as the first true western fast draw showdown.July 23 The SSGreat Eastern departs on a voyage to lay a transatlantic telegraph cable.[7]July 26 The New Zealand Parliament first
meets in Wellington on a permanent basis, making it de facto the national capital.[9]July 27Welsh settlers arrive in Argentina at Chubut Valley.Businessman Asa Packer establishes Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.July 30 The steamer Brother Jonathan sinks off the California coast, killing 225 passengers and crew.July 31 The first narrow gauge mainline railway in the world opens at Grandchester, Australia.July The Christian Mission, later renamed The Salvation Army, is founded in Whitechapel, London, by William and Catherine Booth.August 16
The Dominican Republic regains independence from Spain.August 25 The Shergotty meteorite Mars meteorite falls in Sherghati, Gaya, Bihar in India.September 19 Union Business College (now Peirce College) is founded in Philadelphia.September 26 Champ Ferguson becomes the first person (and one of only two) to be convicted of war crimes for actions taken during the American Civil War, found guilty by a U.S. Army tribunal on 23 charges, arising from the murder of 53 people. He is hanged on October 20, two days after the conviction of Henry Wirz for
war crimes.[10]October 11 Morant Bay rebellion: Paul Bogle leads hundreds of black men and women in a march in Jamaica; the rebellion is brutally suppressed by the British governor Edward John Eyre with 400 executed.[8]October 25 Florida drafts its constitution in Tallahassee.October 26The Standard Oil Company opens.The paddlewheel steamer SSRepublic sinks off the Georgia coast, with a cargo of $400,000 in coins.November 6 American Civil War: The CSS Shenandoah, last remnant of the Confederate States of America and its military, surrenders in
Liverpool after fleeing westward from the Pacific.November 10 Captain Henry Wirz, Confederate superintendent of Andersonville Prison (Camp Sumter) is hanged, becoming the second of two combatants, and only serving regular soldier, to be executed for war crimes committed during the American Civil War.November 11 Duar War between Britain and Bhutan ends with the Treaty of Sinchula, in which Bhutan cedes control of its southern passes to Britain in return for an annual subsidy.[7]November 17 Chincha Islands War: Action of 17 November 1865 A
Spanish gunboat is captured by the Chilean tugboat Independencia off Tom, in the Bay of Concepcin, Chile.November 26 Chincha Islands War: Battle of Papudo The Spanish ship Covadonga is captured by the Chileans and the Peruvians, north of Valparaso, Chile.December 11 The United States Congress creates the United States House Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on Banking and Commerce, reducing the tasks of the House Committee on Ways and Means.December 17 Leopold II becomes King of the Belgians, following the death (on
December 10) of his father, King Leopold I.December 18 Secretary of State William H. Seward declares the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution ratified by three-quarters of the states, including those in secession. As of December 6, slavery is legally outlawed in the last two slave states of Kentucky and Delaware, and the remaining 45,000 slaves are freed.December 21 The Kappa Alpha Order is founded at Washington College, Lexington, Virginia.December 24 Jonathan Shank and Barry Ownby form the Ku Klux Klan in the American South,
to resist Reconstruction and intimidate carpetbaggers and scalawags, as well as to repress the freedpeople.Francis Galton.A forest fire near Silverton, Oregon, destroys about one million acres (4,000 km?2) of timber.The National Temperance Society and Publishing House is founded by James Black in the U.S.Nottingham Forest Football Club, an association football based in West Bridgford, Nottingham, England, is founded.January 5 Julio Garavito Armero, Colombian astronomer (d. 1920)January 9 Leo Ditrichstein, Austrian-born stage actor, playwright (d.
1928)January 19 Valentin Serov, Russian portrait painter (d. 1911)January 20 Yvette Guilbert, French cabaret singer, actress (d. 1944)January 27 Nikolai Pokrovsky, Russian politician, last foreign minister of the Russian Empire (d. 1930)January 28Lala Lajpat Rai ("The Lion of Punjab"), a leader of the Indian independence movement (d. 1928)Kaarlo Juho Sthlberg, 1st President of Finland (d. 1952)[11]January 31 Henri Desgrange, French cycling enthusiast, founder of the Tour de France (d. 1940)February 4 Ernest Hanbury Hankin, English bacteriologist,
naturalist (d. 1939)February 9 Beatrice Stella Tanner, later Mrs. Patrick Campbell, English theatre actress, producer (d. 1940)February 12Enrico Millo, Italian admiral and politician (d. 1930)[12]Kazimierz Tetmajer, Polish writer (d. 1940)February 17 Ernst Troeltsch, German theologian (d. 1923).February 19 Sven Hedin, Swedish scientist, explorer (d. 1952)February 21 John Haden Badley, English author, educator (d. 1967)February 28 Wilfred Grenfell, English medical missionary to Newfoundland and Labrador (d. 1940)Elma DanielssonMarch 1 Elma
Danielsson, Swedish socialist, journalist (d. 1936)March 10 Tan Sitong, Chinese reformist leader (d. 1898)March 15 Sui Sin Far, English-born writer (d. 1914)March 19 William Morton Wheeler, American entomologist (d. 1937)March 30 Heinrich Rubens, German physicist (d. 1922)April Richard Rushall, British sea captain and businessman (d. 1953)April 1 Richard Adolf Zsigmondy, Austrian-born chemist, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1929)April 2 Gyorche Petrov, Macedonian and Bulgarian revolutionary (d. 1921)April 6 Victory Bateman, American stage and
screen actress (d. 1926)April 9Violet Nicolson, English poet (d. 1904)Erich Ludendorff, German general (d. 1937)Charles Proteus Steinmetz, German-American engineer, electrician (d. 1923)April 14 Alfred Hoare Powell, English Arts and Crafts architect, and designer and painter of pottery (d. 1960)April 16 Harry Chauvel, Australian Army general (d. 1945)[13]April 18 Lenidas Plaza, 16th President of Ecuador (d. 1932)April 26 Akseli Gallen-Kallela, Finnish artist (d. 1931)[14]April 28Vital Brazil, Brazilian physician, immunologist (d. 1950)Charles W.
Woodworth, American entomologist (d. 1940)Pieter ZeemanKing George V of the United KingdomMay 2 Clyde Fitch, American dramatist (d. 1909)May 3 Martha M. Simpson, Australian educationalist ((d. 1948)May 23 Epitcio Pessoa, 11th President of Brazil (d. 1942)May 25John Mott, American YMCA leader, recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize (d. 1955)Pieter Zeeman, Dutch physicist, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1943)May 26 Robert W. Chambers, American artist (d. 1933)June 2 George Lohmann, English cricketer (d. 1901)June 3 George V of the United Kingdom
(d. 1936)June 9Albric Magnard, French composer (d. 1914)Carl Nielsen, Danish composer (d. 1931)June 13 W. B. Yeats, Irish writer, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1939)June 19Alfred Hugenberg, German businessman, politician (d. 1951)May Whitty, British stage and screen actress (d. 1948)June 21 Otto Frank, German physiologist (d. 1944)June 26 Bernard Berenson, American art historian (d. 1959)June 29 Shigechiyo Izumi, Japanese supercentenarian (d. 1986)Philipp Scheidemannjulia MarloweJuly 1 Granville Ryrie, Australian Army general, politician, and
diplomat (d. 1937)[15]July 13 Grard Encausse, French occultist (d. 1916)July 15 Alfred Harmsworth, 1st Viscount Northcliffe, Irish-born British publisher; founder of the Daily Mail and Daily Mirror (d.1922)July 23Max Heindel, Danish-born Christian occultist, astrologer, and mystic (d. 1919)Edward Terry Sanford, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States (d. 1930)July 26 Philipp Scheidemann, 11th Chancellor of Germany (d. 1939)August 2Irving Babbitt, American literary critic (d. 1933)John Radecki, Australian stained glass artist (d.
1955)August 10 Alexander Glazunov, Russian composer (d. 1936)August 15 Usui Mikao, Japanese founder of reiki (d. 1926)August 17 Julia Marlowe, English-born American stage actress (d. 1950)August 20 Bernard Tancred, South African cricketer (d. 1911)August 22 Templar Saxe, British actor and singer (d. 1935)August 24 King Ferdinand I of Romania (d. 1927)August 27 James Henry Breasted, American Egyptologist (d. 1935)September 4 Maria Karowska, Polish Roman Catholic religious professed and blessed (d. 1935)September 11 Rainis, Latvian poet,
playwright (d. 1929)September 13 William Birdwood, 1st Baron Birdwood, British field marshal (d. 1951)September 26 Mary Russell, Duchess of Bedford, English aviator, ornithologist (d. 1937)Charles W. ClarkHovhannes AbelianWarren G. HardingJean SibeliusRudyard KiplingOctober 1 Paul Dukas, French composer (d. 1935)October 9 Arthur Hayes-Sadler, British admiral (d. 1952)October 10 Rafael Merry del Val, Spanish Roman Catholic Cardinal and Secretary of the Congregation of the Holy Office (d. 1930)October 12 Arthur Harden, English chemist,
Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1940)October 15 Charles W. Clark, American baritone (d. 1925)October 16 Rudolph Lambart, 10th Earl of Cavan, British field marshal (d. 1946)October 17 James Rudolph Garfield, U.S. politician (d. 1950)October 22Charles James Briggs, British general (d. 1941)Raymond Hitchcock, American actor (d. 1929)October 23 Hovhannes Abelian, Armenian actor (d. 1936)October 26 Benjamin Guggenheim, American businessman (d. 1912)October 27 Tinsley Lindley, English footballer (d. 1940)November 2 Warren G. Harding, 29th President
of the United States (d. 1923)November 11 Edwin Thanhouser, American actor, businessman, and film producer, founder of the Thanhouser Company (d. 1956)December 8Rdiger von der Goltz, German general (d. 1946)Jean Sibelius, Finnish composer (d. 1957)December 12 Edwyn Alexander-Sinclair, British admiral (d. 1945)December 16 Olavo Bilac, Brazilian poet (d. 1918)December 19 Minnie Maddern Fiske, American stage actress (d. 1932)December 20 Elsie de Wolfe, American socialite, interior decorator (d. 1950)December 23Anna Farquhar
Bergengren, American author and editor (unknown year of death)James M. Canty, American educator, school administrator, and businessperson (d. 1964)[16]Albrecht, Duke of Wrttemberg, German field marshal (d. 1939)December 25Evangeline Booth, 4th General of The Salvation Army (d. 1950)Fay Templeton, American musical comedy star (d. 1939)December 28 Flix Vallotton, Swiss painter, printmaker (d. 1925)December 30 Rudyard Kipling, Indian-born English writer, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1936)Ernest Hogan, African-American dancer, musician, and
comedian (d. 1909)Habibullah Qurayshi, Bengali Islamic scholar and educationist (d. 1943)[17]Abraham LincolnJohn Wilkes BoothJanuary 14 Marie-Anne Libert, Belgian botanist (b. 1782)January 19 Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, French philosopher, anarchist (b. 1809)January 28 Felice Romani, Italian poet, librettist (b. 1788)February 6 Isabella Beeton, British cook, household management expert (b. 1836)[18]March 1 Anna Pavlovna of Russia, queen consort of the Netherlands (b. 1795)March 20 Yamanami Keisuke, Japanese samurai (b. 1833)March 30 Alexander
Dukhnovich, Russian priest, writer and social activist (b. 1803April 1John Milton, Governor of Florida (b. 1807)Giuditta Pasta, Italian soprano (b. 1798)April 2 A. P. Hill, American Confederate general (b. 1825)April 13 Achille Valenciennes, French zoologist (b. 1794)April 15 Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States (b. 1809)April 18 Lon Jean Marie Dufour, French medical doctor, naturalist (b. 1780)April 24 Nicholas Alexandrovich, Tsarevich of Russia (b. 1843)April 26 John Wilkes Booth, American actor, assassin of Abraham Lincoln (b. 1838)April
28 Sir Samuel Cunard, Canadian businessman, founder of the Cunard Line (b. 1787)May 5 Ben Hall, Australian bushranger (b. 1837)May 10 William Armstrong, American lawyer, civil servant, politician, and businessperson (b. 1782)[19] Paul BogleHenry John TempleLeopold I of Belgium July Dimitris Plapoutas, Greek military leader (b. 1786)July 6 Princess Sophie of Sweden, Grand Duchess of Baden (b. 1801)July 7 The Lincoln assassination conspirators (executed)Lewis Powell (b. 1844)David Herold (b. 1842)George Atzerodt (b. 1835)Mary Surratt (b.
1823)July 25 James Barry, British military surgeon (b. 1795)August 4 Percival Drayton, United States Navy officer (b. 1812)August 12 William Jackson Hooker, English botanist (b. 1785)August 13 Ignaz Semmelweis, Hungarian physician (b. 1818)August 16 Sir Frederick Stovin, British army general (b. 1783)August 27 Thomas Chandler Haliburton, Canadian author (b. 1796)August 29 Robert Remak, German embryologist, physiologist and neurologist (b. 1815)September 2 William Rowan Hamilton, Irish mathematician (b. 1805)September 10 Maria Silfvan,
Finnish actor (b. 1802)September 25 Andrs de Santa Cruz, Peruvian military officer, seventh President of Peru and President of Bolivia (b. 1792)October 16 Andrs Bello, Venezuelan poet, lawmaker, teacher, philosopher and sociologist (b. 1781)October 18 Henry John Temple, 3rd Viscount Palmerston, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (b. 1784)October 24 Paul Bogle, Jamaican activist, Baptist deacon and leader of the Morant Bay rebellion. (executed) (b. 1820)November 10 Henry Wirz, Swiss-born American Confederate military officer, prisoner-of-war
camp commander (executed) (b. 1823)November 12 Elizabeth Gaskell, British novelist, biographer (b. 1810)November 28Jos Manuel Pareja, Spanish admiral (suicide) (b. 1813)William Machin Stairs, Canadian businessman, statesman (b. 1789)November 29 Isaac A. Van Amburgh, American animal trainer (b. 1811)December 6 Sebastin Iradier, Spanish composer (b. 1809)December 10 King Leopold I of Belgium (b. 1790)December 14 Johan Georg Forchhammer, Danish geologist (b. 1794)December 17 Luigi Ciacchi, Italian cardinal (b. 1788)” "Kunnallinen
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DisestablishmentsvtePolitical boundaries at the beginning of year 1700Storming of the Bastille, 14 July 1789, an iconic event of the French Revolution.Development of the Watt steam engine in the late 18th century was an important element in the Industrial Revolution in Europe.The American Revolutionary War took place in the late 18th century. The 18th century lasted from 1 January 1701 (represented by the Roman numerals MDCCI) to 31 December 1800 (MDCCC). During the 18th century, elements of Enlightenment thinking culminated in the Atlantic
Revolutions. Revolutions began to challenge the legitimacy of monarchical and aristocratic power structures. The Industrial Revolution began mid-century, leading to radical changes in human society and the environment. The European colonization of the Americas and other parts of the world intensified and associated mass migrations of people grew in size as part of the Age of Sail. During the century, slave trading expanded across the shores of the Atlantic Ocean, while declining in Russia[1] and China.[2]Western historians have occasionally defined the
18th century otherwise for the purposes of their work. For example, the "short" 18th century may be defined as 17151789, denoting the period of time between the death of Louis XIV of France and the start of the French Revolution, with an emphasis on directly interconnected events.[3][4] To historians who expand the century to include larger historical movements, the "long" 18th century[5] may run from the Glorious Revolution of 1688 to the Battle of Waterloo in 1815[6] or even later.[7] France was the sole world superpower from 1659, after it defeated
Spain, until 1815, when it was defeated by Britain and its coalitions following the Napoleonic Wars.In Europe, philosophers ushered in the Age of Enlightenment. This period coincided with the French Revolution of 1789, and was later compromised by the excesses of the Reign of Terror. At first, many monarchies of Europe embraced Enlightenment ideals, but in the wake of the French Revolution they feared loss of power and formed broad coalitions to oppose the French Republic in the French Revolutionary Wars. Various conflicts throughout the century,
including the War of the Spanish Succession and the Seven Years' War, saw Great Britain triumph over its rivals to become the preeminent power in Europe. However, Britain's attempts to exert its authority over the Thirteen Colonies became a catalyst for the American Revolution. The 18th century also marked the end of the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth as an independent state. Its semi-democratic government system was not robust enough to prevent partition by the neighboring states of Austria, Prussia, and Russia.In West Asia, Nader Shah led Persia
in successful military campaigns. The Ottoman Empire experienced a period of peace, taking no part in European wars from 1740 to 1768. As a result, the empire was not exposed to Europe's military improvements during the Seven Years' War. The Ottoman military consequently lagged behind and suffered several defeats against Russia in the second half of the century.In South Asia, the death of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb was followed by the expansion of the Maratha Confederacy and an increasing level of European influence and control in the region. In
1739, Persian emperor Nader Shah invaded and plundered Delhi, the capital of the Mughal Empire. Later, his general Ahmad Shah Durrani scored another victory against the Marathas, the then dominant power in India, in the Third Battle of Panipat in 1761.[8] By the middle of the century, the British East India Company began to conquer eastern India,[9][8] and by the end of the century, the Anglo-Mysore Wars against Tipu Sultan and his father Hyder Ali, led to Company rule over the south.[10][11]In East Asia, the century was marked by theHigh Qing era,
a period characterized by significant cultural and territorial expansion. This period also experienced relative peace and prosperity, allowing for societal growth, increasing literacy rates, flourishing trade, and consolidating imperial power across the vast Qing dynasty's territories. Conversely, the continual seclusion policy of the Tokugawa shogunate also brought a peaceful era called Pax Tokugawa and experienced a flourishment of the arts as well as scientific knowledge and advancements, which were introduced to Japan through the Dutch port of Nagasaki.
In Southeast Asia, the KonbaungAyutthaya Wars and the Ty Sn Wars broke out while the Dutch East India Company established increasing levels of control over the Mataram Sultanate.In Africa, the Ethiopian Empire underwent the Zemene Mesafint, a period when the country was ruled by a class of regional noblemen and the emperor was merely a figurehead. The Atlantic slave trade also saw the continued involvement of states such as the Oyo Empire. In Oceania, the European colonization of Australia and New Zealand began during the late half of the
century. In the Americas, the United States declared its independence from Great Britain. In 1776, Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence. In 1789, George Washington was inaugurated as the first president. Benjamin Franklin traveled to Europe where he was hailed as an inventor. Examples of his inventions include the lightning rod and bifocal glasses. Tpac Amaru II led an uprising that sought to end Spanish colonial rule in Peru.For a chronological guide, see Timeline of the 18th century.See also: Georgian eraMain articles: 1700s, 1710s,
1720s, 1730s, and 1740sEurope at the beginning of the War of the Spanish Succession, 1700The Battle of Poltava in 1709 turned the Russian Empire into a European power.John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough17001721: Great Northern War between the Russian and Swedish Empires.1701: Kingdom of Prussia declared under King Frederick 1.1701: The Battle of Feyiase marks the rise of the Ashanti Empire.17011714: The War of the Spanish Succession is fought, involving most of continental Europe.[12]17021715: Camisard rebellion in France.1703:
Saint Petersburg is founded by Peter the Great; it is the Russian capital until 1918.17031711: The Rkczi uprising against the Habsburg monarchy.1704: End of Japan's Genroku period.1704: First Javanese War of Succession.[13]17061713: The War of the Spanish Succession: French troops defeated at the Battle of Ramillies and the Siege of Turin.1707: Death of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb leads to the fragmentation of the Mughal Empire.1707: The Act of Union is passed, merging the Scottish and English Parliaments, thus establishing the Kingdom of Great
Britain.[14]1708: The Company of Merchants of London Trading into the East Indies and English Company Trading to the East Indies merge to form the United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies.17081709: Famine kills one-third of East Prussia's population.1709: Foundation of the Hotak Empire.1709: The Great Frost of 1709 marks the coldest winter in 500 years, contributing to the defeat of Sweden at Poltava.1710: The world's first copyright legislation, Britain's Statute of Anne, takes effect.17101711: Ottoman Empire fights
Russia in the Russo-Turkish War and regains Azov.1711: Bukhara Khanate dissolves as local begs seize power.17111715: Tuscarora War between British, Dutch, and German settlers and the Tuscarora people of North Carolina.1713: The Kangxi Emperor acknowledges the full recovery of the Chinese economy since its apex during the Ming.1714: In Amsterdam, Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit invents the mercury-in-glass thermometer, which remains the most reliable and accurate thermometer until the electronic era.1715: The first Jacobite rising breaks out; the
British halt the Jacobite advance at the Battle of Sheriffmuir; Battle of Preston.1716: Establishment of the Sikh Confederacy along the present-day India-Pakistan border.17161718: Austro-Venetian-Turkish War.1718: The city of New Orleans is founded by the French in North America.17181720: War of the Quadruple Alliance with Spain versus France, Britain, Austria, and the Netherlands.17181730: Tulip period of the Ottoman Empire.1719: Second Javanese War of Succession.[15]1720: The South Sea Bubble.17201721: The Great Plague of Marseille.1720:
Qing forces oust Dzungar invaders from Tibet.1721: The Treaty of Nystad is signed, ending the Great Northern War.1721: Sack of Shamakhi, massacre of its Shia population by Sunni Lezgins.1722: Siege of Isfahan results in the handover of Iran to the Hotaki Afghans.17221723: Russo-Persian War.17221725: Controversy over William Wood's halfpence leads to the Drapier's Letters and begins the Irish economic independence from England movement.Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah with the Persian invader Nader Shah.1723: Slavery is abolished in Russia;
Peter the Great converts household slaves into house serfs.[16]17231730: The "Great Disaster", an invasion of Kazakh territories by the Dzungars.17231732: The Qing and the Dzungars fight a series of wars across Qinghai, Dzungaria, and Outer Mongolia, with inconclusive results.1724: Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit proposes the Fahrenheit temperature scale.1725: Austro-Spanish alliance revived. Russia joins in 1726.17271729: Anglo-Spanish War ends inconclusively.1730: Mahmud I takes over Ottoman Empire after the Patrona Halil revolt, ending the Tulip
period.17301760: The First Great Awakening takes place in Great Britain and North America.17321734: Crimean Tatar raids into Russia.[17]17331738: War of the Polish Succession.Qianlong Emperor17351739: Austro-Russo-Turkish War.17351799: The Qianlong Emperor of China oversees a huge expansion in territory.17381756: Famine across the Sahel; half the population of Timbuktu dies.[18]17371738: Hotak Empire ends after the siege of Kandahar by Nader Shah.1739: Great Britain and Spain fight the War of Jenkins' Ear in the Caribbean.1739: Nader
Shah defeats a pan-Indian army of 300,000 at the Battle of Karnal. Taxation is stopped in Iran for three years.17391740: Nader Shah's Sindh expedition.1740: George Whitefield brings the First Great Awakening to New England17401741: Famine in Ireland kills 20 percent of the population.17411743: Iran invades Uzbekistan, Khwarazm, Dagestan, and Oman.17411751: Maratha invasions of Bengal.17401748: War of the Austrian Succession.1742: Marvel's Mill, the first water-powered cotton mill, begins operation in England.[19]1742: Anders Celsius proposes
an inverted form of the centigrade temperature, which is later renamed Celsius in his honor.1742: Premiere of George Frideric Handel's Messiah.17431746: Another Ottoman-Persian War involves 375,000 men but ultimately ends in a stalemate.The extinction of the Scottish clan system came with the defeat of the clansmen at the Battle of Culloden in 1746.[20]1744: The First Saudi State is founded by Mohammed Ibn Saud.[21]1744: Battle of Toulon is fought off the coast of France.17441748: The First Carnatic War is fought between the British, the French,
the Marathas, and Mysore in India.1745: Second Jacobite rising is begun by Charles Edward Stuart in Scotland.1747: The Durrani Empire is founded by Ahmad Shah Durrani.1748: The Treaty of Aix-La-Chapelle ends the War of the Austrian Succession and First Carnatic War.17481754: The Second Carnatic War is fought between the British, the French, the Marathas, and Mysore in India.1750: Peak of the Little Ice Age.Main articles: 1750s, 1760s, 1770s, 1780s, 1790s, and 1800s1752: The British Empire adopts the Gregorian Calendar, skipping 11 days from
3 September to 13 September. On the calendar, 2 September is followed directly by 14 September.1754: The Treaty of Pondicherry ends the Second Carnatic War and recognizes Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah as Nawab of the Carnatic.1754: King's College is founded by a royal charter of George II of Great Britain.[22]17541763: The French and Indian War, the North American chapter of the Seven Years' War, is fought in colonial North America, mostly by the French and their allies against the English and their allies.1755: The great Lisbon earthquake
destroys most of Portugal's capital and kills up to 100,000.1755: The Dzungar genocide depopulates much of northern Xinjiang, allowing for Han, Uyghur, Khalkha Mongol, and Manchu colonization.17551763: The Great Upheaval forces transfer of the French Acadian population from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.17561763: The Seven Years' War is fought among European powers in various theaters around the world.17561763: The Third Carnatic War is fought between the British, the French, and Mysore in India.1757: British conquest of
Bengal.Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia.1760: George III becomes King of Britain.1761: Maratha Empire defeated at Battle of Panipat.17621796: Reign of Catherine the Great of Russia.1763: The Treaty of Paris ends the Seven Years' War and Third Carnatic War.1764: Dahomey and the Oyo Empire defeat the Ashanti army at the Battle of Atakpam.1764: The Mughals are defeated at the Battle of Buxar.1765: The Stamp Act is introduced into the American colonies by the British Parliament.17651767: The Burmese invade Thailand and utterly destroy
Attuthaya.17651769: Burma under Hsinbyushin repels four invasions from Qing China, securing hegemony over the Shan states.1766: Christian VII becomes king of Denmark. He was king of Denmark to 1808.17661799: Anglo-Mysore Wars.1767: Taksin expels Burmese invaders and reunites Thailand under an authoritarian regime.17681772: War of the Bar Confederation.17681774: Russo-Turkish War.1769: Spanish missionaries establish the first of 21 missions in California.17691770: James Cook explores and maps New Zealand and Australia.17691773: The
Bengal famine of 1770 kills one-third of the Bengal population.1769: The French East India Company dissolves, only to be revived in 1785.1769: French expeditions capture clove plants in Ambon, ending the Dutch East India Company's (VOC) monopoly of the plant.[23]17701771: Famine in Czech lands kills hundreds of thousands.1771: The Plague Riot in Moscow.1771: The Kalmyk Khanate dissolves as the territory becomes colonized by Russians. More than a hundred thousand Kalmyks migrate back to Qing Dzungaria.1772: Gustav III of Sweden stages a
coup d'tat, becoming almost an absolute monarch.Encyclopdie, ou dictionnaire raisonn des sciences, des arts et des mtiers17721779: Maratha Empire fights Britain and Raghunathrao's forces during the First Anglo-Maratha War.17721795: The Partitions of Poland end the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth and erase Poland from the map for 123 years.17731775: Pugachev's Rebellion, the largest peasant revolt in Russian history.1773: East India Company starts operations in Bengal to smuggle opium into China.1775: Russia imposes a reduction in autonomy on
the Zaporizhian Cossacks of Ukraine.17751782: First Anglo-Maratha War.17751783: American Revolutionary War.1776: Several kongsi republics are founded by Chinese settlers in the island of Borneo. They are some of the first democracies in Asia.17761777: A Spanish-Portuguese War occurs over land in the South American frontiers.1776: Illuminati founded by Adam Weishaupt.1776: The United States Declaration of Independence is adopted by the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia.1776: Adam Smith publishes The Wealth of Nations.1778:
James Cook becomes the first European to land on the Hawaiian Islands.1778: Franco-American alliance signed.1778: Spain acquires its first permanent holding in Africa from the Portuguese, which is administered by the newly-established La Plata Viceroyalty.1778: Vietnam is reunified for the first time in 200 years by the Tay Son brothers. The Ty Sn dynasty has been established, terminating the L dynasty.17791879: Xhosa Wars between British and Boer settlers and the Xhosas in the South African Republic.17791783: Britain loses several islands and
colonial outposts all over the world to the combined Franco-Spanish navy.1779: Iran enters yet another period of conflict and civil war after the prosperous reign of Karim Khan Zand.1780: Outbreak of the indigenous rebellion against Spanish colonization led by Tpac Amaru II in Peru.1781: The city of Los Angeles is founded by Spanish settlers.George Washington17811785: Serfdom is abolished in the Austrian monarchy (first step; second step in 1848).1782: The Thonburi Kingdom of Thailand is dissolved after a palace coup.1783: The Treaty of Paris formally
ends the American Revolutionary War.1783: Russian annexation of Crimea.17851791: Imam Sheikh Mansur, a Chechen warrior and Muslim mystic, leads a coalition of Muslim Caucasian tribes from throughout the Caucasus in a holy war against Russian settlers and military bases in the Caucasus, as well as against local traditionalists, who followed the traditional customs and common law (Adat) rather than the theocratic Sharia.[24]17851795: The Northwest Indian War is fought between the United States and Native Americans.17851787: The
MarathaMysore Wars concludes with an exchange of territories in the Deccan.17861787: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart premieres The Marriage of Figaro and Don Giovanni.1787: The Tuareg occupy Timbuktu until the 19th century.17871792: Russo-Turkish War.1788: First Fleet arrives in Australial7881790: Russo-Swedish War (17881790).1788: Dutch Geert Adriaans Boomgaard (17881899) would become the first generally accepted validated case of a supercentenarian on record.[25][26]Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen17881789: A Qing
attempt to reinstall an exiled Vietnamese king in northern Vietnam ends in disaster.1789: George Washington is elected the first President of the United States; he serves until 1797.1789: Quang Trung defeats the Qing army.17891799: French Revolution.1789: The Lige Revolution.1789: The Brabant Revolution.1789: The Inconfidncia Mineira, an unsuccessful separatist movement in central Brazil led by Tiradentes1791: Suppression of the Lige Revolution by Austrian forces and re-establishment of the Prince-Bishopric of Lige.17911795: George Vancouver
explores the world during the Vancouver Expedition.17911804: The Haitian Revolution.1791: Mozart premieres The Magic Flute.17921802: The French Revolutionary Wars lead into the Napoleonic Wars, which last from 18031815.1792: The New York Stock & Exchange Board is founded.1792: PolishRussian War of 1792.1792: Margaret Ann Neve (17921903) would become the first recorded female supercentenarian to reach the age of 110.[27][28]1793: Upper Canada bans slavery.1793: The largest yellow fever epidemic in American history kills as many as
5,000 people in Philadelphia, roughly 10% of the population.[29]17931796: Revolt in the Vende against the French Republic at the time of the Revolution.17941816: The Hawkesbury and Nepean Wars, which were a series of incidents between settlers and New South Wales Corps and the Aboriginal Australian clans of the Hawkesbury river in Sydney, Australia.1795: The Marseillaise is officially adopted as the French national anthem.Napoleon at the Bridge of the Arcole1795: The Battle of Nuuanu in the final days of King Kamehameha I's wars to unify the
Hawaiian Islands.17951796: Iran invades and devastates Georgia, prompting Russia to intervene and march on Tehran.1796: Edward Jenner administers the first smallpox vaccination; smallpox killed an estimated 400,000 Europeans each year during the 18th century, including five reigning monarchs.[30]1796: War of the First Coalition: The Battle of Montenotte marks Napoleon Bonaparte's first victory as an army commander.1796: The British eject the Dutch from Ceylon and South Africa.17961804: The White Lotus Rebellion against the Manchu dynasty in
China.1797: John Adams is elected the second President of the United States; he serves until 1801.1798: The Irish Rebellion fails to overthrow British rule in Ireland.17981800: The Quasi-War is fought between the United States and France.1799: Dutch East India Company is dissolved.1799: Austro-Russian forces under Alexander Suvorov liberates much of Italy and Switzerland from French occupation.1799: Coup of 18 Brumaire - Napoleon's coup d'etat brings the end of the French Revolution.1799: Death of the Qianlong Emperor after 60 years of rule over
China. His favorite official, Heshen, is ordered to commit suicide.1800: On 1 January, the bankrupt VOC is formally dissolved and the nationalized Dutch East Indies are established.[31]Main articles: Timeline of historic inventions 18th century, and Timeline of scientific discoveries 18th centuryThe spinning jenny1709: The first piano was built by Bartolomeo Cristoforil711: Tuning fork was invented by John Shore1712: Steam engine invented by Thomas Newcomen1714: Mercury thermometer by Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit1717: Diving bell was successfully
tested by Edmond Halley, sustainable to a depth of 55ftc. 1730: Octant navigational tool was developed by John Hadley in England, and Thomas Godfrey in Americal733: Flying shuttle invented by John Kay1736: Europeans encountered rubber the discovery was made by Charles Marie de La Condamine while on expedition in South America. It was named in 1770 by Joseph Priestleyc. 1740: Modern steel was developed by Benjamin Huntsman1741: Vitus Bering discovers Alaskal745: Leyden jar invented by Ewald Georg von Kleist was the first electrical
capacitor1751: Jacques de Vaucanson perfects the first precision lathe1752: Lightning rod invented by Benjamin Franklin1753: The first clock to be built in the New World (North America) was invented by Benjamin Banneker.1755: The tallest wooden Bodhisattva statue in the world is erected at Puning Temple, Chengde, China.1764: Spinning jenny created by James Hargreaves brought on the Industrial Revolution1765: James Watt enhances Newcomen's steam engine, allowing new steel technologies1761: The problem of longitude was finally resolved by the
fourth chronometer of John Harrison1763: Thomas Bayes publishes first version of Bayes' theorem, paving the way for Bayesian probability17681779: James Cook mapped the boundaries of the Pacific Ocean and discovered many Pacific Islands1774: Joseph Priestley discovers "dephlogisticated air", oxygenThe Chinese Putuo Zongcheng Temple of Chengde, completed in 1771, during the reign of the Qianlong Emperor.1775: Joseph Priestley's first synthesis of "phlogisticated nitrous air", nitrous oxide, "laughing gas"1776: First improved steam engines installed
by James Watt1776: Steamboat invented by Claude de Jouffroy1777: Circular saw invented by Samuel Miller1779: Photosynthesis was first discovered by Jan Ingenhousz1781: William Herschel announces discovery of Uranus1784: Bifocals invented by Benjamin Franklin1784: Argand lamp invented by Aim Argand[32]1785: Power loom invented by Edmund Cartwright1785: Automatic flour mill invented by Oliver Evans1786: Threshing machine invented by Andrew Meikle1787: Jacques Charles discovers Charles's law1789: Antoine Lavoisier discovers the law of
conservation of mass, the basis for chemistry, and begins modern chemistry1798: Edward Jenner publishes a treatise about smallpox vaccination1798: The Lithographic printing process invented by Alois Senefelder[33]1799: Rosetta Stone discovered by Napoleon's troopsMain articles: 18th century in literature and 18th century in philosophy1703: The Love Suicides at Sonezaki by Chikamatsu first performed17041717: One Thousand and One Nights translated into French by Antoine Galland. The work becomes immensely popular throughout Europe.1704: A
Tale of a Tub by Jonathan Swift first published1712: The Rape of the Lock by Alexander Pope (publication of first version)1719: Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe1725: The New Science by Giambattista Vicol726: Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift1728: The Dunciad by Alexander Pope (publication of first version)1744: A Little Pretty Pocket-Book becomes one of the first books marketed for children1748: Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers), popular Japanese puppet play, composed1748: Clarissa; or, The History of a Young Lady by Samuel
Richardson1749: The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling by Henry Fielding1751: Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard by Thomas Gray published17511785: The French Encyclopdiel755: A Dictionary of the English Language by Samuel Johnson1758: Arithmetika Horvatzka by Mihalj ilobod Boli1759: Candide by Voltaire1759: The Theory of Moral Sentiments by Adam Smith17591767: Tristram Shandy by Laurence Sternel762: Emile: or, On Education by Jean-Jacques Rousseaul762: The Social Contract, Or Principles of Political Right by Jean-Jacques
Rousseaul774: The Sorrows of Young Werther by Goethe first published1776: Ugetsu Monogatari (Tales of Moonlight and Rain) by Ueda Akinaril776: The Wealth of Nations, foundation of the modern theory of economy, was published by Adam Smith17761789: The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire was published by Edward Gibbon1779: Amazing Grace published by John Newton17791782: Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets by Samuel Johnson1781: Critique of Pure Reason by Immanuel Kant (publication of first edition)1781: The
Robbers by Friedrich Schiller first published1782: Les Liaisons dangereuses by Pierre Choderlos de Laclos1786: Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect by Robert Burns17871788: The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay1788: Critique of Practical Reason by Immanuel Kant1789: Songs of Innocence by William Blake1789: The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano by Olaudah Equiano1790: Journey from St. Petersburg to Moscow by Alexander Radishchev1790: Reflections on the Revolution in France by Edmund
Burke1791: Rights of Man by Thomas Paine1792: A Vindication of the Rights of Woman by Mary Wollstonecraft1794: Songs of Experience by William Blake1798: Lyrical Ballads by William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge1798: An Essay on the Principle of Population published by Thomas Malthus(mid18th century): The Dream of the Red Chamber (authorship attributed to Cao Xueqin), one of the most famous Chinese novels1711: Rinaldo, Handel's first opera for the London stage, premiered1721: Brandenburg Concertos by J.S. Bach1723: The Four
Seasons, violin concertos by Antonio Vivaldi, composed1724: St John Passion by J.S. Bach1727: St Matthew Passion composed by J.S. Bach1727: Zadok the Priest is composed by Handel for the coronation of George II of Great Britain. It has been performed at every subsequent British coronation.1733: Hippolyte et Aricie, first opera by Jean-Philippe Rameaul741: Goldberg Variations for harpsichord published by Bach1742: Messiah, oratorio by Handel premiered in Dublin1749: Mass in B minor by J.S. Bach assembled in current form1751: The Art of Fugue by
J.S. Bach1762: Orfeo ed Euridice, first "reform opera" by Gluck, performed in Viennal786: The Marriage of Figaro, opera by Mozart1787: Don Giovanni, opera by Mozart1788: Jupiter Symphony (Symphony No. 41) composed by Mozart1791: The Magic Flute, opera by Mozart17911795: London symphonies by Haydn1798: The Pathtique, piano sonata by Beethoven1798: The Creation, oratorio by Haydn first performed” Volkov, Sergey. Concise History of Imperial Russia.” Rowe, William T. China's Last Empire.”™ Anderson, M. S. (1979). Historians and
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edit)1840 (links | edit)1840s (links | edit)1883 (links | edit)1800s (decade) (links | edit)1801 (links | edit)View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500)Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/18th_century" Thousands of pilgrims gather in ArafatLinguistically, the word Hajj is derived from the Arabic verb hajja (Arabic: ), meaning to exert effort or to set out to a great place. From a Sharia perspective, Hajj means to take oneself to a certain place at a particular time to perform devotional acts as required by Islam. Specifically, the place refers to the Kaaba within
Masjid al-Haram and sites around Makkah, including Arafat, Mina and Muzdalifah. As for the time, Hajj can only be performed during specific months, namely Shawwal, Dhul Qadah and the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah. The devotional acts refer to the many rites of Hajj, includingTawaf, Sai, Rami al-Jamarat, etc.Obligation of HajjQuranHajj is a categorical and definitive obligation, as stated in the following verse: In it are clear signs [such as] the standing place of Abraham. And whoever enters it shall be safe. And [due] to Allah from the people is a pilgrimage to
the House for whoever is able to find thereto a way. But whoever disbelieves then indeed, Allah is free from need of the worlds. [Surah Aal Imran, 3:97]As well as highlighting the obligation of Hajj, this verse also declares that sincerity of intention and the ability to undertake the journey are also prerequisites for performing Hajj. The verse also alludes to the fact that rejection of the obligation of Hajj is tantamount to disbelief.The majority of scholars hold the view that Hajj was prescribed in the sixth year AH with the revelation of the following verse: And
complete the Hajj and Umrah for Allah.[Surah al-Bagarah, 2:196]0ther scholars believe that the Hajj was made obligatory in the ninth or tenth year AH.HadithThere are also many Hadiths that allude to the obligation of Hajj. Abu Hurairal narrates:Allahs Messenger addressed us and said: O people, Allah has made Hajj obligatory for you, so perform Hajj.'Abdullah ibn Abbas Inarrates:A woman from the tribe of Khatham came in the year (of Hajjat al-Wada of the Prophet ) and said: O Allahs Messenger ! My father has come under Allahs obligation of performing
Hajj, but he is a very old man and cannot sit properly on his mount. Will the obligation be fulfilled if I perform Hajj on his behalf? The Prophet replied in the affirmative.This narration not only emphasises the obligation of Hajj but also stresses that if an individual cannot perform the Hajj himself, he must appoint someone to perform it on his behalf.Virtues of HajjThe virtues of Hajj are immense, and the Hadiths regarding this are numerous.Hajj Removes SinsAbu Huraira I narrates that the Messenger of Allah said:Whoever performs Hajj for Allahs sake and
does not speak obscenely, nor commits acts of impiety, he returns home free of sin like the day his mother gave birth to him.Abdullah ibn Masud I reports that the Prophet said:Alternate between Hajj and Umrah (regularly), for these two remove poverty and sins just as the blacksmiths bellows removes all impurities from iron, gold and silver. There is no reward for an accepted Hajj (Hajj Mabrur) except Paradise.Amr ibn al-As I narrates:When Allah instilled the love of Islam in my heart, I went to the Prophet and said: O Prophet of Allah! Stretch out your hand
so that I may pledge my allegiance to you. The Prophet stretched out his hand towards me, but I withdrew my hand. The Prophet asked: O Amr! What is the matter with you? I said: I would like to stipulate a condition! The Prophet asked: What is it? I said: That all my past sins be forgiven! The Prophet said: O Amr! Do you not know that Islam eradicates all past sins, and migration eradicates all sins, and (similarly) Hajj eradicates all past sins!The Reward of Hajj Mabrur (Accepted Hajj) is ParadiseAbu Huraira I reports that the Prophet said:All sins committed in
between the performance of one Umrah and another are expiated and erased. And there is no reward for a Hajj Mabrur except paradise.Hajj Mabrur and Hajj Magbul are often used interchangeably and translated as accepted, but there is a subtle difference between the two.Hajj Magbul is a pilgrimage in which all the obligations and requirements are completed without any minor or major expenditure. It fulfils the obligation of Hajj.Hajj Mabrur is a pilgrimage free of sin and graced with divine acceptance and pleasure.In essence, HajjMabrur includes Hajj
Magbul, but Hajj Magbul does not necessarily include Hajj Mabrur. If a pilgrim avoids the minor and major violations of Hajj but displeaseshis Lord byengaging in sinful behaviour, Hajj Magbul may be attained but the chances ofobtaining Hajj Mabrurare placed in jeopardy.Defining Hajj Mabrur, Hasan al-Basri V said:Hajj Mabrur is that Hajj, after which an aversion for the material worldly life is created and an inclination to the hereafter is brought about.A Safeguard from PunishmentAisha J narrates that the Prophet said:There is no day wherein Allah saves
more of his servants from the fire of hell than the Day of Arafat. He draws near and praises them to the angels, saying: What do my servants want?'One of the Best DeedsAbu Huraira I narrates:The Prophet was asked: What is the best deed? He replied: To have faith in Allah and His Messenger. The enquirer asked: What next? The Prophet said: To strive in the cause of Allah. He was then asked: What is the next best thing? He replied: To perform Hajj Mabrur.AForm of JihadAisha ] reports that she once said:O Prophet of Allah! Jihad (striving or fighting in the
cause of Allah) is the best deed. Should we (women) then, not actively participate in it? The Prophet replied: The best Jihad for you is Hajj Mabrur.'Abu Huraira I narrates that the Messenger of Allah said:Jihad for the elderly, the young, the weak, and women is Hajj and Umrah.Pilgrimsare Guests ofAllahAbu Huraira I reports that the Prophet said:The guests of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, are three: The warrior, the pilgrim performing Hajj and the pilgrim performing Umrah.He also narrates that the Prophet said:Pilgrims are the guests of Allah; should they
supplicate, Allah will answer their supplications; should they seek forgiveness, Allah will forgive them.'Conditions of HajjAlthough the duty of Hajj is obligatory once in a lifetime, there are a number of prerequisitesthat need to be met in order to partake in the pilgrimage:IslamThe pilgrim must be Muslim and must know that performing Hajj is obligatory.MaturityThe pilgrim must have reached puberty, i.e. he must be baligh. All scholars agree that if a minor performs Hajj, the pilgrimage would have to be repeated during adulthood as children arent obligated
to perform Haijj.It is reported by Abdullah ibn Abbas I that after Hajjat al-Wida, a woman presented a child to the Prophet and asked: Will this boy be rewarded for Hajj? The Prophet answered:Yes, and you too will be rewarded. The narration indicates that the child will be rewarded for his obedience, while the mother will be rewarded for helping and instructing him to perform Hajj.SanityThe pilgrim must be mentally sound and in full control of his mental faculties. Those who are mentally ill arent obligated to perform Hajj. If an individual with such a condition
were to perform the Hajj, presumably in the way expected of someone in control of his mental faculties, the Hajj would still need to be repeated were he to return to a state of mental well-being.CapabilityThe pilgrim must possess a conveyance and sufficient funds for the journey to Makkah and back.FreedomAlthough not applicable in the modern era, the pilgrim must not be a slave.AbilityWith regard to a persons ability, there are further conditions that fall into this category:Physically AbleThe pilgrim must be physically capable of travelling and performing
the rites of Hajj and must be free from any illnesses or diseases that would restrict him from doing so. If an individual isnot capable of performing Hajj due to being old, ill or incapacitated, he may pay someone to perform Hajj on his behalf, providing he isfinancially capable of doing so.Financially AbleThe pilgrim must have sufficient expenses to cover travelling, accommodation and all other requirements during the course of the journey. He must also have sufficient expenses to support his dependents during his absence. If the individual doesnt have sufficient
funds to cover his familys needs, Hajj isnt incumbent on him. Being debt-free isnt a prerequisite, although arrangements for fulfilling debts should be made before going on Hajj.Safety En-RouteThe journey to Hajj must be deemed safe enough to ensure that the pilgrims life and possessions are protected from danger.TransportThe pilgrim must have access to and should be able to afford the appropriate means of transport to travel to Makkah and perform Hajj.WomenThere are two additional conditions for the obligation to perform Hajj that apply solely to
women. Theseare:Necessity of a MahramA woman intending to perform Hajj or Umrah must be accompanied by a Mahram,according to the Hanafi and Maliki schools of thought. If she doesnt have a Mahram who would be willing to accompany her, Hajj would not be obligatory for her. On the other hand, according to the Shafii and Maliki schools of thought, she may perform the pilgrimage with trustworthy women (two or more) or even alone, according to some scholars, on condition that her safety is guaranteed in terms of her life, wealth and honour.
However, for a nafl Hajj or Umrah, the escort of reliable women wouldnt suffice, and she would have to beaccompanied by her husband or a Mahram.Although not a condition, it is also desirable for a married woman to seek her husbands permission for the pilgrimage, although he has no right to prevent her from carrying out the obligatory Hajj. He may, however, prevent her from carrying out a naflHajj.Free From the Iddah periodShe should also be free of the post-divorce or mourning waiting period (following her husbands death). This is known as iddah.
Therefore, if the other conditions of the obligation to perform Hajj are met while she is in her waiting period, or her waiting period is at a time when it is possible for her to travel for Hajj, then it is not obligatory for her to perform it.Immediacy of HajjOnce the conditions for the obligation of Hajj are met, it should be carried out as soon as possible. It is sinful to delay the pilgrimage, according to the majority of opinions, although a delayed Hajj still fulfils the obligation. TheShafii school of thought, on the other hand, opines that it is not obligatory to perform it
as soon as possible, and an individual would not be sinful for postponing it. This postponement, however, can only be made under the condition that a firm intention is made to perform the pilgrimage in the future without the fear of being unable to carry it out.The History of HajjThe origins of Hajj extend as far back as the second millennium BCE during the time of the Prophet Ibrahim S. Ibrahim had two sons, Ishaq Sand Ismail S, the latter of whom being a forefather of the Arab tribes and an ancestor of the Prophet .Pilgrims performing Sai between Safa and
MarwaAfter Ismail was born, Ibrahim was instructed by Allah to leave Ismail and his mother Hajar P in the desert. After Ibrahim had left them both there, their provisions soon ran out, and Hajar, in a desperate search for water, ran seven times between the hills of Safa and Marwa. The rite of Sai, which is performed by pilgrims during Hajj and Umrabh, is a re-enactment of the actions performed by Hajar during her search for water.After returning to her son, she found that the Angel Jibril S had miraculously brought forth a spring of water from the earth,
which is now known as Zamzam. The well of Zamzam attracted tribes to settle in the area, and the settlement flourished into what is today known as the city of Makkah.On his return to the settlement some years later, Ibrahim S, along with his son Ismail S, was instructed by the Angel Jibril to construct a monument in dedication to Allah near the site of the well. This monument, the Kaaba, was to become a place of pilgrimage for the worship of the one true God, free of idolatry and polytheism.A depiction of the Kaaba surrounded by idols before the advent of
IslamCenturies down the line, the people of Makkah abandoned worshipping one God. They denigrated into idolatry and polytheism during a period known as the Jahiliyyah (the Age of Ignorance). During this time, the Kaaba was surrounded by 360 idols and statues depicting human and animal deities, which were openly worshipped. The pre-Islamic Arab tribes would also perform Tawaf around the Kaaba, sometimes even naked.In 610 CE, the Prophet received his first revelations from Allah, during which he was divinely instructed to re-establish monotheism.
Twenty years after the first revelation, in 8 AH (630 CE), the Prophet had amassed enough religious and political authority to gain victory in Makkah, the city where he was born and where he suffered much persecution at the hands of its inhabitants. He destroyed the idols in and around the Kaaba and rededicated it to the worship of one God, as was its intended purpose.Jabal al-Rahmah is the site where the Prophet delivered his farewell sermonIn 10 AH (632 CE), shortly before his passing, the Prophet personally led his one and only Hajj, known as Hajjat al-
Wida, accompanied by thousands of companions. He gave his farewell sermon at Jabal Arafat, where he emphasised the equality and unity of the Muslim Ummabh, a symbol of the egalitarian nature of the Hajj pilgrimage. The Hajj, as performed by the Prophet on that occasion, continues to this day.Types of HajjThere are three types of Hajj a pilgrim may perform, which vary in their requirements, although they all essentially involve performing the same rites and acts of worship. Youmay choose from any of the three forms of Hajj.Hajj al-TamattuHajj al-Tamattu
involves performing Umrah during the months of Hajj (the months being Shawwaal, Dhul Qadah and Dhul Hijjah), usually a few days before the Hajj is due to start, before carrying out the rites of Hajj when the pilgrimage begins. The word Tamattu signifies enjoyment because the pilgrim has the added advantage of performing Hajj and Umrah on the same journey without having to return home. Furthermore, the pilgrim can enjoy the benefits of regular life after leaving the state of Ihram following Umrah, unconstrained by prohibitions, until Ihram is assumed
once again for Hajj.Hajj al-Tamattu is the easiest and most common type of Hajj and is performed by the vast majority of pilgrims. It is generally the pilgrimage of choice for the Afaqi, i.e. the pilgrim travelling to Makkah from a different part of the world.This type of Hajj consists of two separate intentions. An intention for Umrah is made before the Miqat is crossed, whilst the intention for Hajj is made after the Umrah has been completed and just before the start of Hajj.A pilgrim who performs Hajj al-Tamattu is called a Mutamatti.According to the
Hanafischool of thought, it is disliked for individuals from Makkah toperform this type of Hajj, although it would still be considered valid.MethodEnter into the state of IThram at the Miqgat with the intention of performing Umrah.This Umrah must be completed during the Hajj period of the same year, before the beginning of the actual Hajj itself.Proceed to Makkah, where you will begin the rites of Umrah.Upon reaching Makkah, perform Tawaf al-Umrah.Perform two rakahs of salah at Magam Ibrahim and partake in the drinking of Zamzam water.Proceed to
Safa in order to performSai. This is separate from the Sai performed during Hajj.Perform Halqor Tagsir. It is recommended that men have their hair trimmed rather than shaved, as they will have their heads shaved at a later stage during Hajj. Women must have their hair trimmed.Your Umrah is now complete and the restrictions of Thram have now been lifted. You can shower and wear your everyday clothes. You will wait until the 8th of Dhul Hijjah to start the rites of Hajj.Read our detailed Umrah guide.On the 8th of Dhul Hijjah, you will make a new
intention for Hajj at your place of residence or Masjid al-Haram.You will again enter into a state of Ihram in the prescribed manner. There is no need to go to any particular Miqat to enter Thram.You will go to Mina, Arafat and Muzdalifah, where you will perform all the rites and actions of Hajj.An animal sacrifice is required for Hajj al-Tamattu. Sacrificial animals are available in Mina andmay be arranged through your tour operator.Read our detailedHajj guide.Hajj al-QiranHajj al-Qiran involves combining Umrah with Hajj during the Hajj season, with only one
intention and Thram for both. It is regarded as the most difficult type of Hajj as it requires the pilgrim to abide by the prohibitions of IThram for longer than the other two types. The Prophet performed Hajj al-Qiran during Hajjat al-Wada.This type of Hajj consists of one intention, which is made before the Miqat is crossed.A pilgrim who performs Hajj al-Qiran is called a Qarin.According to the Hanafischool of thought, it is disliked for individuals from Makkah toperform this type of Hajj, although it would still be considered valid.MethodEnter into the state of
Thram at the Miqgat with the intention of performing both Hajj and Umrah.Proceed to Makkah, where you will begin the rites of Umrah.If youfollow theHanafischool,perform Tawaf al-Umrahupon reaching Makkah. AfterTawaf al-Umrah,Saimust be performed immediately. This Sai will suffice for the Sai of Umrah.If you follow one ofthe Maliki, Shafii orHanbali schools, performTawaf al-Qudumupon reaching Makkah.It is identical to Tawaf al-Umrah with the exception of the intention that is made.After Tawaf al-Qudum,Sai can be carried out immediately, or it can
be delayed until after the performance of Tawaf al-Ziyarah. Sai should only be observed once during Umrah and Hajj, according to these schools of thought.The performance of these rites will qualify as your Umrah.You must not perform Halqor Tagsir. You should remain in a state of [hram between Umrah and Hajj and only relinquish it on Yawm al-Nahr.Read our detailed Umrah guide.If you followthe Hanafischool, it is sunnahto perform Tawaf al-Qudumwhen the Hajj commences. FollowingTawaf al-Qudum,Sai for Hajj may be carried out immediately, or it can
be delayed until after the performance of Tawaf al-Ziyarah. Youshould ensure you perform Sai twice during the pilgrimage if you follow this school of thought.You will go to Mina, Arafat and Muzdalifah, where you will perform all the rites and actions of Hajj.An animal sacrifice is required for Hajj al-Qiran. Sacrificial animals are available in Mina and maybe arranged through your tour operator.Read our detailedHajj guide.Hajj al-IfradHajj al-Ifrad refers to Hajj performed without Umrah during the Hajj season. It is usually adopted by those who visit the Kaaba
regularly, such as residents of Makkah. Those performing Hajj al-Ifrad will normally arrive immediately before the first day of Hajj (8th of Dhul Hijjah), whereas pilgrims performing the other two types generally arrive a few days ahead of time.This type of Hajj consists of one intentionfor the sole purpose of performing Hajj without Umrah.A pilgrim who performs Hajj al-Ifrad is called a Mufrid.This method of performing Hajj is ideally for those living in Makkah and individuals within the Migat boundaries.Method Read our detailedHajj guide.The Preferred Type
of HajjThe four Sunni schools of thought differ as to which of the three kinds of Hajj is superior:According to the Hanafi school,al-Qiran is the best, while al-Tamattu is superior toal-Ifrad.According to the Shafii school, al-Ifrad is the best, while al-Tamattu is superior to al-Qiran.According to the Malikischool, al-Ifrad is the best.According to theHanbali school,al-Tamattu is the best.Hajj: a Short Overview The rites of Hajj take place over five days and five nights from the 8th to the 12th of Dhul Hijjah, the last month of the Islamic calendar. Some pilgrims choose
to remain in Mina for an extra day on the 13th, extending their Hajj to six days. The rites performed during Hajj are the same as those performed by the Prophet during his farewell Hajj in 10 AH (632 CE).Mina is known as the Tent CityThe Hajj begins on the 8th of Dhul Hijjah, known as Yawm al-Tarwiyah (the Day of Drinking). During this day, pilgrims adopt the IThram and declare their intention to go to Hajj. They then travel to Mina, about five miles from Makkah, where they perform their daily prayers and stay overnight in a tent.The next day, on the 9th of
Dhul Hijjah, known as Yawm al-Arafat (the Day of Arafat), the pilgrims travel to Arafat after Fajr salah. Here, they combine Dhuhr and Asr prayers and spend time supplicating during Wuquf, the most solemn rite of the Hajj. After sunset, they travel to Muzdalifah, combining Maghrib and Isha prayers and spending the night in the open sky.Pilgrims pelt the JamaratOn the 10th of Dhul Hijjah, known as Yawm al-Nahr (the Day of Slaughtering), pilgrims return to Mina after performing Fajr salah in Muzdalifah, where they throw seven pebbles at Jamarah al-
Aqgaba, perform an animal sacrifice and have their hair cut. They are then released from the state of Ihram. Pilgrims may go to Makkah to perform Tawaf al-Ziyarah and the Sai of Hajj before returning to Mina.From the 11th-13th of Dhul Hijjah, known as Ayyam al-Tashreeq (the Days of Drying Meat), pilgrims spend time in Mina, where they throw seven pebbles at all three Jamarat on each day. If the animal sacrifice or the haircut wasnt performed on the 10th, they may be carried out up until sunset on the 12th of Dhul Hijjah. The pilgrims then return to
Makkah to perform Tawaf al-Wida as the final rite before going home or departing to Madinah.Preparation for HajjFor the vast majority of people, Hajj is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, so the importance of sufficient planning and preparation cant be emphasised enough. A great deal of time and funds, as well as mental, spiritual and physical preparation, is required for the pilgrimage to be a meaningful and special one. Tour operators need to be consulted, advice needs to be sought out, documents must be prepared, vaccinations must be administered, and
shopping needs to be done.Preparations should begin as early as possible, perhaps four to five months before your departure date. Making your preparations early will not only give you peace of mind but also provide you with leeway if you encounter any problems during your planning.We have prepared a number of articles to assist you with your planning and preparation. We have tried to be as comprehensive as possible, although please bear in mind individual needs vary from person to person, so you may need to add to the list according to your situation:
The Jurisprudence of HajjThe following arkan must be performed, otherwise the Hajj will be considered invalid. No one is exempt from them, even due to an excuse, nor can they be compensated for. These two integrals are:Arkan (Pillars)To perform Wuquf at Arafat for even a moment, after midday on the 9th of Dhul Hijjah until Fajr on the 10th of Dhul Hijjah.To perform Tawaf al-Ziyarah.The basic wajibat of Hajj are below, although there are more wajibat related to each action, which are discussed in more detail in the relevant section for each rite. If a wajib
element is omitted intentionally or inadvertently, a penalty will be due to redress its omission, whether it has been left out deliberately, unintentionally, accidentally or forgetfully. If the omission is due to a valid reason, expiation is not necessary. The fundamentally necessary actions of Hajj are as follows:Wajibat (Necessary Actions)To perform Sai between Safa and Marwa.To perform Wuquf at Muzdalifah.To pelt the Jamarat.To shave or shortenthe hair.To perform Tawaf al-Wida.There are many sunnan actions that can be performed during Hajj. These are
discussed in more detail in the relevant article for each rite. If a sunnah is omitted intentionally, no penalty is due, although observing it is certainly virtuous. Following are some fundamental Sunnan of Hajj:Sunnan (Virtuous Actions)To perform Tawaf al-Qudum if performing Hajj al-Ifrad or Hajj al-Qiran.The Imam to deliver sermons on three occasions: on the 7th of Dhul Hijjah in Makkah, on the 9th of Dhul Hijjah at Masjid Nimra in Arafat and on the 11th of Dhul Hijjah in Mina.To spend the night before the Yawm al-Arafat(9th of Dhul Hijjah) in Mina.To spend
the night preceding Yawm al-Nahr (10th of Dhul Hijjah) in Muzdalifah.To spend the nights of Ayyam al-Tashreeq (11th to 13th of Dhul Hijjah) in Mina.You are here to read: What Is Hajj: Simple Definition and Key Insights Explained A Thoughtfully Written Guide Offering Spiritual Wisdom and Travel Advice for Every Pilgrim who is going on holy journey of Hajj or Umrah. Hajj is a significant pilgrimage in Islam, and in this article, I aim to provide a simple definition of what Hajj is. This sacred journey takes place in the holy city of Mecca and is one of the five
pillars of Islam. Every able Muslim is required to perform Hajj at least once in their lifetime if they can afford it. By reading this article, you will find a clear and concise explanation of what Hajj entails, along with essential information to enhance your understanding of this important religious practice.In my opinion, understanding what Hajj means is crucial for anyone interested in Islamic traditions. The significance of Hajj extends beyond its religious obligations; it fosters unity among Muslims worldwide, symbolizing their shared faith and purpose. With over
nine years of experience in the Umrah and travel industry since 2016, we at Airlink Hajj and Umrah are well-equipped to provide insights on What Is Hajj: Simple Definition and Key Insights Explained. I feel confident that this article will deepen your understanding and appreciation of Hajj, its importance, and its role in the lives of millions. Understanding Hajj Hajj is one of the most important events for Muslims around the world. It takes place annually in the holy city of Makkah in Saudi Arabia. During this special time, millions of people gather to perform
various rituals and express their devotion to Allah. Hajj is a symbol of unity, as believers from diverse backgrounds come together with a common purpose. We can think of it as a spiritual celebration that reinforces faith and brings communities closer. Every adult Muslim who is physically and financially able must perform Hajj at least once in their lifetime. This is known as a pillar of Islam, which signifies its importance. The rituals of Hajj can be quite profound, as they are conducted over several days during the Islamic month of Dhu al-Hijjah. Each ritual has
deep meanings and connects participants to their faith in meaningful ways. The Significance of Hajj Lets talk about why Hajj matters. For Muslims, it represents obedience to Allah and a commitment to their faith. Participating in Hajj offers a chance to seek forgiveness for past mistakes. Many believe that performing Hajj cleanses the soul, much like a fresh start. The act of standing before Allah in humility is incredibly moving. In my opinion, it serves as a reminder of lifes temporary nature and the importance of priorities. Also, Hajj brings lessons of humility
and patience. Walking in the footsteps of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and participating in rituals that date back centuries connects individuals to history and tradition. It shows how sharing experiences with fellow Muslims fosters compassion and community spirit. The Rituals of Hajj The rituals of Hajj are both fascinating and vital. Pilgrims start by wearing special garments called Ihram. These simple, white garments eliminate distinctions of wealth and status, fostering equality among everyone participating. I feel this gesture emphasizes
that all humans are equal before God. You're at the middle of this awesome post at AirlinkHajjandUmrah.com through: What Is Hajj: Simple Definition and Key Insights Explained. Keep reading, it gets better! Next, pilgrims perform the Tawaf, or circling the Kaaba, seven times in a counterclockwise direction. This act is incredibly captivating as it symbolizes unity and the divine. Afterward, pilgrims engage in several other rituals, such as standing on the plains of Arafat for prayer. This moment of reflection can be life-changing and often brings deep feelings of
serenity. The Journey to Makkah Every year, countless pilgrims make their way to Makkah for Hajj. The experience of traveling to this holy city is part of the journeys beauty. Thousands of people come together, boarding planes, trains, or buses to share this spiritual endeavor. The atmosphere is electrifying; you can sense the excitement in the air. Upon arrival, many feel a rush of emotions. Its not just the sights and sounds that strike you but the collective spirit of companionship and devotion among pilgrims. I think that feeling of togetherness is vital, as it
reinforces the communal aspect of faith. After all, youre not alone in your quest for spiritual fulfillment. Community and Camaraderie Hajj fosters a unique sense of community. Pilgrims often travel as groups, sharing their experiences and learning from one another. In so many ways, this strengthens bonds and builds friendships that can last a lifetime. The conversations exchanged during the rituals can lead to lasting connections, making the experience even richer. Moreover, people often support each other through minor challenges, whether its navigating
the crowds or simply sharing meals. I feel this cooperation promotes kindness and empathy, reflecting the values of Islam. Every encounter becomes a testament to the spirit of unity that Hajj symbolizes. The Spiritual Impact of Hajj The spiritual impact of Hajj is profound. Many pilgrims report feeling a deep connection to their faith and a renewed sense of purpose. After completing Hajj, its common to return home with a fresh outlook on life. The experience often cultivates a desire to live more compassionately and faithfully. The rituals and prayers
performed during Hajj encourage reflection and self-improvement. I think that this deeper understanding of ones beliefs guides pilgrims in their post-Hajj life. It reminds them to seek goodness and contribute positively to their communities, instilling a sense of responsibility to share their experiences with others. Making Hajj Accessible In recent years, there has been an emphasis on making Hajj more accessible. With advancements in technology and better infrastructure, more people can undertake this sacred pilgrimage. Travel agencies and tour operators
offer various packages that help manage logistics, which can be a big relief when youre planning your trip. We should remember that although we might not directly provide Hajj services, we collaborate with excellent tour operators who ensure a smooth experience for pilgrims. Its crucial to maintain a focus on quality and duty while planning such an important spiritual event. This accessibility opens doors for more individuals to experience the beauty of Hajj, further enriching the global Muslim community. Hajj isnt just a pilgrimage; its an annual gathering of
faith, devotion, and community. It teaches us about humility, kindness, and the shared bonds that unite us all. Mushu, an experienced Saudi Arabia traveler and writer, shares insightful tips and spiritual reflections to enhance Hajj and Umrah journeys for fellow pilgrims. He has been to Makkah and Madina from 2016 to 2023 many times and his posts will reflect this. Hajj is one of the Five Pillars of Islam holding a deep spiritual significance for Muslims around the world. It is an annual pilgrimage to Makkah, Saudi Arabia, that every Muslim is required to
perform at least once in their lifetime, provided they are able to do so. It is that form of worshipping that comprises all the forms of ibadah for Muslims, allowing them to rejuvenate their faith and seek Allah forgiveness. For those looking for what is Hajj, here is everything you need to know about it! Spiritual Significance of Hajj in Islam The spiritual significance of Hajj in Islam can be analysed with the fact that it represents a deep act of devotion and submission to Allah. It is the best time of the year to strengthen your faith, purify your souls, and seek Allah's
forgiveness. For those looking for what is Hajj, it is a sacred journey based on reviving the Sunnah of Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) to reflect on the core values of humility, equality, and unity. Hajj is the opportunity for the Muslims around the world to renew and strengthen their bond to Allah (SWT). Why do Muslims go on Hajj? Have you ever wondered why do Muslims go on Hajj?Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam which unite Muslims from all over the world. Every sane Muslims who is financially and physically eligible to perform Hajj should perform it at least
once in their life. It is that powerful journey that cleanses the souls and gives opportunity for self-reflection while earning the pilgrims abundant rewards. It commemorates the devotion and sacrifices of Prophet Ibrahim and his family, reinforcing the values of obedience, patience, and submission to Allah. Is Hajj Mandatory for all Muslims? Hajj is not mandatory for all Muslims, but it is obligatory for those who meet specific conditions. It must be performed at least once in a lifetime by every adult Muslim who is physically, mentally, and financially able to go on
this sacred journey. The essence of what is Hajj, actually lies in the spirit of devotion to Allah for every Muslim who falls eligible to perform it. What do Muslims do in Hajj? If you are looking for what do Muslims do in Hajj, Muslims perform sacred rituals including wearing simple white garments called Thram, performing tawaf of Ka'aba, doing Sa'i between the hills of Safa and Marwah, standing in prayer at Arafat, and stoning the pillars in Mina. They also offer a sacrifice (Qurbani) and shave or trim their hair as signs of spiritual renewal in remembrance of
the trials of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and his family. Why is Hajj Important in Islam? Muslims around the world frequently ask about why is Hajj important in Islam.Hajj is basically the central act of worshipping and is one of the five pillars of Islam. It symbolises the sense of unity, devotion to Allahs will, sacrifice, and self-reflection.For those looking forwhat is Hajj, it is not only a form of Ibadah, but also a system that highlights Islamic values while bringing one closer to Allah (SWT) and strengthening the bond within Muslim Ummah. What is the Purpose of Hajj
in Islam? For Muslims, what is the purpose of Hajj in Islam goes beyond worshipping and fulfilling the obligation. It is a spiritual journey of seeking forgiveness, rejuvenating faith, and purifying the souls. It also serves as a reminder that everyone is equal before Allah without any discrimination on the basis of nationality,race, or status.While Muslims also perform acts of worship such as Hajj they also do the essence of sacrifice to honour the legacy of Prophet Ibrahim (AS). Practical Preparation Guide for Hajj Hajj is the annual Islamic pilgrimage to Makkah;
for those wondering what is Hajj, and what do Muslims do in Hajj, it is a sacred duty and spiritual journey required once in a lifetime for every able Muslim. Here is a general practical preparation guide for Hajj: Ensure your passport is valid and obtain a Hajj visa. Book international flights and local transportation in Saudi Arabia. Consult your doctor for a health check-up and required vaccinations (e.g., meningitis, COVID-19). Pack weather-appropriate clothing, including Ihram garments and comfortable shoes. Make a sincere intention (niyyah) to perform
Hajj. Repent and seek forgiveness for past sins. Read about Hajj rituals, recite the Quran, and engage in dhikr. Bring snacks, a refillable water bottle, prescribed medications, and a first-aid kit. Learn the steps of Hajj (Thram, Tawaf, Sai, Arafat, Mina, Muzdalifah). Memorise key recitations and duas used during the pilgrimage. Stay hydrated and protect yourself from the sun Be cautious in crowded areas and follow official instructions. For detailed information on how to perform the Hajj rituals, read these Hajj Guidelines or download the Hajj Guide. History of
Hajj The history of Hajj dates back to the time of Prophet Ibrahim (AS), who, along with his son Isma'il, built the Ka'aba in Makkah, Saudi Arabia while expressing his love and devotion towards the Almighty Allah. The Ka'aba is a stone building at the center of the Masjid al-Haram in Makkah. It determines the gibla for Muslims around the world. People who want to know about what is Hajj and what are the rituals of Hajj signify, it as an act of worshipping which commemorates the trials and devotion of Prophet Ibrahim (AS), his wife Hajar, and their son,
including Hajars search for water and Ibrahims willingness to sacrifice his son in obedience to Allah. Over time, these acts were formalised into the pilgrimage we know today. These events are especially remembered during the sacred month of Dhul Hijjah ,when millions of Muslims also perform Qurbani 2025 to honour the spirit of sacrifice. Hajj takes place from the 8th to the 12th of Dhul-Hijjah, the last month of the Islamic calendar. The main rituals highlighting the essence of what is Hajj, performed during Hajj include entering the state of Thram,
performing Tawaf (circumambulating the Kaaba), performing Sa'i (walking between Safa and Marwa), standing at Arafat, throwing pebbles at the Jamarat (stoning the devil), and sacrificing an animal. Yes, it is compulsory to wear Thram during Hajj. It is a state of spiritual purity and the special attire worn by pilgrims as a symbol of unity and humility before Allah. Yes, it is permissible in Islam to perform Hajj on behalf of another person under certain circumstances, particularly when the person is unable to do so themselves due to illness, disability, or death.
This practice is known as Hajj-e-Badal. Hajj lasts for 5 days, from the 8th to the 12th of Dhul-Hijjah. Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca"Haj" redirects here. For other uses, see Hajj (disambiguation) and Haj (disambiguation).HajjPilgrims at the Masjid al-Haram performing Tawaf during HajjStatusActiveGenreReligious pilgrimageBegins8th day of Dhu al-HijjaEnds12th or 13th day of Dhu al-HijjaFrequencyAnnualLocation(s)MeccaCoordinates212522.3N 394932.6E / 21.422861N 39.825722E / 21.422861; 39.825722CountrySaudi ArabiaFounderAbraham
(traditional)Muhammad (current form)ParticipantsMuslimsAttendancel,845,045 (2023)Organised byMinistry of Hajj and UmrahAir-conditioned tents for Hajj pilgrims in Mina, Saudi Arabia, 2 kilometres (1.2mi) away from MeccaPart of a series onlslamBeliefsOneness of GodAngelsHoly booksProphetsjudgement DayPredestinationPracticesProfession of faithPrayerAlmsgivingFastingPilgrimageTextsFoundationsQuranSunnah (Hadith, Sirah)Tafsir (exegesis)IjtihadAgidah (creed)Qisas al-Anbiya (Stories of the Prophets)Mathnawi (poems)Figh
(jurisprudence)Sharia (law)HistoryTimelineJahiliyyahMuhammadAhl al-BaytSahabahRashidunCaliphateImamateSpread of IslamSuccession to MuhammadAbbasid CaliphateAl-AndalusGolden AgeSeljuk EmpirellkhanateTimurid RenaissanceGunpowder empiresOttoman EmpireSaudi ArabiaCulture and societyAcademicsAnimalsArtAssociation footballCalendarCatsChildrenCircumcisionDemocracyDemographicsDiasporaDenominationsSunniShialbadiEconomicsEducationEthicsExorcismFeminismFestivalsFinanceLiberalismMadrasaMoral
teachingsMosqueMusicMysticismPhilosophyPoetryPoliticsProselytizingScienceSexualityLGBTQSlaveryConcubinageSocial welfareWomenRelated topicsArabic languageApostasyCriticismMuhammadQuranHadithFreedom of speechOther religionsIslamismViolenceterrorismwarlslamophobiaJihadJihadismSalafi jihadismDeobandi jihadismMilitary lawsPeacePacifismGlossary Islam portalvteHajj (/hd/;[1] Arabic: , romanized:ajj; also spelled Hadj, Haj or Haji) is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia,[2] the holiest city for Muslims. Hajj is a mandatory
religious duty for capable Muslims that must be carried out at least once in their lifetime by all adult Muslims who are physically and financially capable of undertaking the journey, and of supporting their family during their absence from home.[3][4][5]In Islamic terminology, Hajj is a pilgrimage made to the Kaaba, the "House of Allah", in the sacred city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia. It is one of the Five Pillars of Islam, alongside Shahadah (oath that one believes there is no god but Allah),[6] salat (prayer), zakat (almsgiving), and sawm (fasting during Ramadan).
The Hajj is an annual practice when Muslim brotherhood is on display and their solidarity with fellow Muslim people and submission to God (Allah) is fulfilled.[7][8] The Hajj is taken by Muslims to cleanse their souls of all worldly sins, which connotes both the outward act of a journey after death and the inward act of good intentions.[9] The rites of pilgrimage are performed over five to six days, extending from the 8th to the 12th or 13th[10] of Dhu al-Hijjah, the last month of the Islamic calendar.[11] Because the Islamic calendar is lunar and the Islamic year is
about eleven-twelve days shorter than the Gregorian year, the Gregorian date of Hajj changes from year to year. In 2024 AD (1445 AH), Dhu al-Hijjah extends from 7 June to 6 July. In 2025 AD (1446 AH), Dhu al-Hijjah will extend from 28 May to 25 June; and in 2026 AD (1447 AH), Dhu al-Hijjah will extend from 18 May to 15 June.The Hajj is associated with the life of the Islamic prophet Muhammad from the 7th century AD, but the ritual of pilgrimage to Mecca stated in Muslim sources stretches back to the time of Abraham. During Hajj, pilgrims join
processions of millions of Muslim people, who simultaneously converge on Mecca for the week of the Hajj, and perform a series of pre-Islamic rituals (reformed by Muhammad): each person wears a single piece of unstitched white clothing (Ihram), walks counter-clockwise seven times around the Kaaba (a cube-shaped building and the direction of prayer for Muslims), kisses the black stone mounted on the corner wall of Kaaba, walks briskly back and forth between the hills of Safa and Marwah seven times, then drinks from the Zamzam Well, goes to the plains
of Mount Arafat to stand in vigil, spends a night in the plain of Muzdalifa, and performs symbolic Stoning of the Devil by throwing stones at three pillars. After the sacrifice of cattle (which can be accomplished by using a voucher), the pilgrims then are required to either shave or trim their heads (if male) or trim the ends of their hair (if female). A celebration of the four-day global festival of Eid al-Adha proceeds afterwards.[12][13][14] Muslims may also undertake an Umrah (Arabic: ), or "lesser pilgrimage" to Mecca at other times of the year. However, the
Umrah is not a substitute for the Hajj and Muslims are still obliged to perform the Hajj at some other point in their lifetime if they have the means to do so.[15]According to the official published statistics between 2000 and 2019,[16][17][18] the average number of attendees is 2,269,145 per year, of which 1,564,710 come from outside Saudi Arabia and 671,983 are local. The year 2012 marks the highest number of participants with 3,161,573.[19] In June 2020, while not cancelling the Hajj outright, the Saudi Government announced that they would only
welcome "very limited numbers" of pilgrims who are residents of Saudi Arabia due to the global COVID-19 pandemic.[20] Similar restrictions applied in 2021, but women were permitted to attend without a male guardian (mahram) provided they went in a trustworthy group.[21]The word in Arabic: ajj is similar to the Hebrew: ag, which means "festival", from the triliteral Semitic root --. The term was used to refer to the three pilgrimage festivals Israelites would make to the Temple in Jerusalem each year.[22] Similarly, the Arabic: ajj in Islam refers to act of
traveling to Mecca to perform the various rituals associated with the pilgrimage.Main article: History of HajjA Hajj certificate dated 602 AH (1205 CE).A 1907 photograph of people praying near the Kaaba in the Great Mosque of MeccaThe Kaaba during HajjThe present pattern of Hajj was established by Muhammad.[23] However, according to the Quran, elements of Hajj trace back to the time of Abraham. According to Islamic tradition, Abraham was ordered by God to leave his wife Hajar and his son Ishmael alone in the desert of ancient Mecca. In search of
water, Hajar desperately ran seven times between the two hills of Safa and Marwah but found none. Returning in despair to Ishmael, she saw the baby scratching the ground with his leg and a water fountain sprang forth underneath his foot.[24] Later, Abraham was commanded to build the Kaaba (which he did with the help of Ishmael) and to invite people to perform pilgrimage there.[25] The Quran refers to these incidents in verses 2:124127 and 22:2730.[n 1] According to the tafsir of Zamakhshari (d. 1144 C.E.), the archangel Gabriel brought the Black
Stone from Heaven to be attached to the Kaaba when it was built by the Prophet Abraham.[26]In pre-Islamic Arabia, a time known as Age of Ignorance (Jahiliyya), the Kaaba became surrounded by pagan idols.[27] In AD 630, Muhammad led his followers from Medina to Mecca, cleansed the Kaaba by destroying all the pagan idols, and then consecrated the building to God.[28] In AD 632, (9ZilHajj 10AH = 9Mar 632AD, a Friday), Muhammad performed his only and last pilgrimage with a large number of followers, and instructed them on the rites of Hajj.[29] It
was from this point that Hajj became one of the five pillars of Islam.During medieval times, pilgrims would gather in the big cities of Syria, Egypt, and Iraq to go to Mecca in groups and caravans comprising tens of thousands of pilgrims,[30] often under state patronage.[31] Hajj caravans, particularly with the advent of the Mamluk Sultanate and its successor, the Ottoman Empire, were escorted by a military force accompanied by physicians under the command of an amir al-hajj.[32][33] This was done to protect the caravan from Bedouin robbers or natural
hazards,[n 2][32][33] and to ensure that the pilgrims were supplied with the necessary provisions.[32] Muslim travelers like Ibn Jubayr and Ibn Battuta have recorded detailed accounts of Hajj journeys in medieval times.[34] The caravans followed well-established routes called in Arabic darb al-hajj (path of the hajj), literally: "pilgrimage road", which usually followed ancient routes such as the King's Highway.The date of Hajj is determined by the Islamic calendar (known as the Hijri calendar or AH), which is based on the lunar year.[35][36] Every year, the
events of Hajj take place in a ten-day period, starting on 1 and ending on 10 Dhu al-Hijjah, the twelfth and last month of the Islamic calendar. Among these ten days, the 9th Dhul-Hijjah is known as Day of Arafah, and this day is called the day of Hajj. Because the Islamic calendar is lunar and the Islamic year is about eleven days shorter than the Gregorian year, the Gregorian date for Hajj changes from year to year. Thus, each year in the Gregorian calendar, the pilgrimage starts eleven days (sometimes ten days) earlier.[36][37] This makes it possible for the
Hajj season to fall twice in one Gregorian year, and it does so every 33 years. The last time this phenomenon occurred was in 2006.[38]The table below shows the Gregorian dates of Hajj in recent years (the dates correspond to 9 Dhul-Hijjah of the Hijri calendar). Prospective dates are approximate:AHGregorian date14322011, 5 November[39]14332012, 25 October14342013, 14 October[40][41]14352014, 3 October{42]14362015, 23 September[43]14372016, 11 September[44][45]14382017, 31 August[46]14392018, 20 August[47]14402019, 10
August[47]114412020, 30 July[47]14422021, 19 July[47]114432022, 8 July[47]114442023, 27 June[47]114452024, 15 June[47]14462025, 4 June to 9 June[48]Diagram of the locations and rites of HajjFiqh literature describes in detail the manners of carrying out the rites of Hajj, and pilgrims generally follow handbooks and expert guides to successfully fulfill the requirements of Hajj.[49] In performing the rites of Hajj, the pilgrims not only follow the model of Muhammad, but also commemorate the events associated with Abraham.[50]Main article: Ihramlhram is
the name given to the special spiritual state, state of holiness, which marks the start of the ritual of Hajj for each person.[7][51] Ihram is initiated upon the arrival to the Miqat or prior to reaching it, depending on where they have come from.When pilgrims enter into the state of Ihram, they are required to abstain from certain actions.[52] While in ihram, males are required to wear two white seamless cloths, with one wrapped around the waist reaching below the knee and the other draped over the left shoulder and tied at the right side. For females this
involves wearing ordinary dress that fulfills the Islamic condition of public dress with hands and face uncovered;[53][pageneeded]. Other prohibitions include refraining from clipping nails, shaving any part of the body, having sexual relations; using perfumes, damaging plants, killing animals, covering the head (for men) or the face and hands (for women); getting married; or carrying weapons.[7][51]The Ihram is meant to show equality of all pilgrims in front of God, with no difference between the rich and the poor.[50] Donning such unsewn white garments
entirely is believed to distance man from material ostentation, and engross him in a world of purity and spirituality, since clothes are believed to show individuality and distinction and create superficial barriers that separate individuals. The garments of IThram are seen as the antithesis of that individualism. Ihram clothing is also a reminder of shrouds worn after death.[54]Direction of the tawaf around the KaabaThe ritual of tawaf involves walking seven times counterclockwise around the Kaaba.[55] Upon arriving at Al-Masjid Al-arm, pilgrims perform an
arrival tawaf either as part of Umrah or as a welcome tawaf.[56] During tawaf, pilgrims also include Hateem an area at the north side of the Kaaba inside their path. Each circuit starts and ends with the kissing or touching of the Black Stone. Pilgrims also point to the stone and recite a prayer known as Talbiyah.[57] If kissing or touching the stone is not possible because of crowds, pilgrims may simply point towards the stone with their right hand on each circuit. Eating is not permitted but the drinking of water is permitted and encouraged, because of the risk
of dehydration. Men are encouraged to perform the first three circuits at a hurried pace, known as Ramal, and the following four at a more leisurely pace.[53][pageneeded][57]The completion of Tawaf is followed by two Rakaat prayers at the Place of Abraham (Mugam Ibrahim), a site near the Kaaba inside the mosque.[57][58] However, again because of large crowds during the days of Hajj, they may instead pray anywhere in the mosque. After prayer, pilgrims also drink water from the Zamzam well, which is made available in coolers throughout the Mosque.
[59]Although the circuits around the Kaaba are traditionally done on the ground level, tawaf is now also performed on the first floor and roof of the mosque because of the large crowds.This rite is said to be the manifestation of Tawhid, the Oneness of God. The heart and soul of the pilgrim should move around Kaaba, the symbol of the House of God, in a way that no worldly attraction distracts him from this path. Only Tawhid should attract him. Tawaf also represents Muslims' unity. During tawaf, everyone encircles Kaaba collectively.[54]Tawaf is followed by
sa'ay, running or walking seven times between the hills of Safa and Marwah, located near the Kaaba.[55][58] Previously in the open air, the place is now entirely enclosed by the Sacred Mosque, and can be accessed via air-conditioned tunnels.[60] Pilgrims are advised to walk the circuit, though two green pillars mark a short section of the path where they run. There is also an internal "express lane" for elderly or disabled people. After sa'ay, male pilgrims shave or trim their hair and women generally clip a portion of their hair, which completes the
Umrah.Sa'yee towards SafaCentral section reserved for the elderly and the disabled. It is also divided into two directions of travel.Sa'yee returning from SafaOn the 8th Dhu al-Hijjah, the pilgrims are reminded of their duties. They again don the Thram garments and confirm their intention to make the pilgrimage. The prohibitions of Thram start now.The name of Tarwiyah refers to a narration of Ja'far al-Sadiq. He described the reason that there was no water at Mount Arafat on the 8th day of Dhu al-Hijjah. If pilgrims wanted to stay at Arafat, they would have
prepared water from Mecca and carried it by themselves there. So they told each other to drink enough. Finally, this day called Tarwiyah[61] that means to quench thirst in the Arabic language.[62] Tarwiyah Day is the first day of Hajj ritual. Also on this day, Husayn ibn Ali began to go to Karbala from Mecca.[63] Muhammad nominated to Tarwiyah Day as one of the four chosen days.[62]Pilgrims wearing Ihram near Mount Arafat on the day of HajjMount Arafat during HajjAfter the morning prayer on the 8th of Dhu al-Hijjah, the pilgrims proceed to Mina
where they spend the whole day and offer noon (Note: On Friday, Friday Prayer is Offered, instead of Dhuhr Prayer, at Mina), afternoon, evening, and night prayers.[64] The next morning after morning prayer, they leave Mina to go to Arafat.The 9th Dhul-Hijjah is known as Day of Arafah, and this day is called the Day of Hajj.[45]Main article: Day of ArafahOn 9th Dhu al-Hijjah before noon, pilgrims arrive at Arafat, a barren and plain land some 20 kilometres (12mi) east of Mecca,[65] where they stand in contemplative vigil: they offer supplications, repent on
and atone for their past sins, and seek the mercy of God, and listen to the sermon from the Islamic scholars who deliver it from near Jabal al-Rahmah (The Mount of Mercy)[64] from where Muhammad is said to have delivered his last sermon. Lasting from noon through sunset,[65] this is known as 'standing before God' (wuquf), one of the most significant rites of Hajj.[7] At Masjid al-Namirah, pilgrims offer noon and afternoon prayers together at noontime.[64] A pilgrim's Hajj is considered invalid if they do not spend the afternoon on Arafat.[65]Pilgrims at
MuzdalifahPilgrims must leave Arafat for Muzdalifah after sunset without performing their maghrib (sunset) prayer at Arafat.[66] Muzdalifah is an area between Arafat and Mina. Upon reaching there, pilgrims perform Maghrib and Isha prayer jointly, spend the night praying and sleeping on the ground with open sky, and gather pebbles for the next day's ritual of the stoning of the Devil (Shaytan).[67]After the morning prayer, the Pilgrims move from Muzdalifah to Mina.Main article: Stoning of the DevilPilgrims performing "Ramy Al-Jamarat" (Stoning of the
Devil) ceremony during the 2006 HajjAt Mina, the pilgrims perform symbolic Stoning of the Devil (Ramy al-Jamarat) by throwing seven stones from sunrise to sunset at only the largest of the three pillars, known as Jamrat al-Agabah.[68][self-published source?] The remaining two pillars (jamarah) are not stoned on this day.[69] These pillars are said to represent Satan.[70] Pilgrims climb ramps to the multi-levelled Jamaraat Bridge, from which they can throw their pebbles at the jamarat. Because of safety reasons, in 2004 the pillars were replaced by long
walls, with catch basins below to collect the pebbles.[71][72]After the stoning of the Devil, cattle (Surah 22:34-36) are sacrificed to commemorate the story of Ibrahim and Ismael. Traditionally the pilgrims slaughtered the animal themselves or oversaw the slaughtering. Today many pilgrims buy a sacrifice voucher in Mecca before the greater Hajj begins, which allows an animal to be slaughtered in the name of God (Allah) on the 10th, without the pilgrim being physically present. Modern abattoirs complete the processing of the meat, which is then sent as a
charity to poor people around the world.[60] At the same time as the sacrifices occur at Mecca, Muslims worldwide perform similar sacrifices, in a three-day global festival called Eid al-Adha.[13]After sacrificing an animal, another important rite of Hajj is the shaving or trimming of head hair (known as Halak). All male pilgrims shave their head or trim their hair on the day of Eid al Adha and female pilgrims cut the tips of their hair.[73][74]1[75]Pilgrims performing Tawaf around the KaabaOn the same or the following day, the pilgrims re-visit the Sacred Mosque
in Mecca for another tawaf, known as Tawaf al-Ifadah, an essential part of Hajj.[74] It symbolizes being in a hurry to respond to God and show love for Him, an obligatory part of Hajj. The night of the 10th is spent back at Mina.Starting from noon to sunset on the 11 Dhu al-Hijjah (and again the following day), the pilgrims again throw seven pebbles at each of the three pillars in Mina. This is commonly known as the "Stoning of the Devil".[68]On 12 Dhu al-Hijjah, the same process of the stoning of the pillars as of 11 Dhu al-Hijjah takes place.[68] Pilgrims may
leave Mina for Mecca before sunset on the 12th.If unable to leave on the 12th before sunset or opt to stay longer, they must perform the stoning ritual again on the 13th before returning to Mecca.[68]Finally, before leaving Mecca, pilgrims perform a farewell tawaf called the Tawaf al-Wadaa. 'Wadaa' means 'to bid farewell'. The pilgrims circle the Kaaba seven times counter-clockwise, and if they can, attempt to touch or kiss the Kaaba.[76]During their journey for Hajj, pilgrims traditionally also travel to the city of Medina (approximately 450 kilometres (280mi)
to the northeast), in particular to pray at the Al-Masjid an-Nabawi (Mosque of the Prophet),[77] which contains the tomb of Muhammad.[60] The Quba Mosque and Masjid al-Qiblatayn are also usually visited.[78]To Muslims, Hajj is associated with religious as well as social significance.[79] The obligation for performing this pilgrimage is only fulfilled if it is done on the eighth to twelfth day of the last month of the Islamic calendar. If in a given year, an adult Muslim is in good health and their life and wealth are safe, they must perform the Hajj in the same year.
Delaying it is considered sinful unless the delay is caused by reasons beyond their control.[80]Apart from being an obligatory religious duty, the Hajj is seen to have a spiritual merit that provides Muslims with an opportunity of self-renewal.[79] Hajj serves as a reminder of the Day of Judgment when Muslims believe people will stand before God.[81] Hadith literature (sayings of Muhammad) lists various merits a pilgrim achieves upon successful completion of their Hajj.[n 3] After successful pilgrimage, pilgrims can prefix their names with the title "Al-Hajji",
and are held with respect in Muslim society.[82] However, Islamic scholars suggest Hajj should signify a Muslim's religious commitment, and should not be a measurement of their social status.[82] Hajj brings together and unites Muslims from different parts of the world irrespective of their race, colour, and culture, which acts as a symbol of equality.[7][73]A 2008 study on the impact of participating in the Islamic pilgrimage found that Muslim communities become more positive and tolerant after Hajj. Titled Estimating the Impact of the Hajj: Religion and
Tolerance in Islam's Global Gathering and conducted in conjunction with Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government, the study noted that the Hajj "increases belief in equality and harmony among ethnic groups and Islamic sects and leads to more favourable attitudes toward women, including greater acceptance of female education and employment" and that "Hajjis show increased belief in peace, equality and harmony among adherents of different religions."[83]Malcolm X, an American activist during the Civil Rights Movement, describes
the sociological atmosphere he experienced at his Hajj in the 1960s as follows:There were tens of thousands of pilgrims, from all over the world. They were of all colors, from blue-eyed blondes to black-skinned Africans. But we were all participating in the same ritual, displaying a spirit of unity and brotherhood that my experiences in America had led me to believe never could exist between the white and the non-white. America needs to understand Islam because this is the one religion that erases from its society the race problem. You may be shocked by
these words coming from me. But on this pilgrimage, what I have seen, and experienced, has forced me to rearrange much of my thought-patterns previously held.[84]Main article: UmrahBoth are Islamic pilgrimages; the main difference is their level of importance and the method of observance.[85]Hajj is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. It is obligatory for every Muslim once in their lifetime, provided they are physically fit and financially capable.[86]Hajj is performed over specific days during a designated Islamic month (Dhu al-Hijjah). However, Umrah can be
performed at any time.Although they share common rites, Umrah can be performed in less than a few hours while Hajj is more time-consuming, and involves more rituals.A Saudi security officer on vigilMost of the Hajj-related issues are handled by the Ministry of Hajj and Umrah. Making necessary arrangements each year for the growing number of pilgrims poses a logistic challenge for the government of Saudi Arabia, which has, since the 1950s, spent more than $100billion to increase pilgrimage facilities.[31][35] Major issues like housing, transportation,
sanitation, and health care have been addressed and improved greatly by the government by introducing various development programs, with the result that pilgrims now enjoy modern facilities and perform various rites at ease.[60] The Saudi government often sets quotas for various countries to keep the pilgrims' number at a manageable level, and arranges huge security forces and CCTV cameras to maintain overall safety during Hajj.[311[35][87]1[88] Various institutions and government programs, such as the Haj subsidy offered in Pakistan or the Tabung
Haji based in Malaysia assist pilgrims in covering the costs of the journey.[89] For the 2014 Hajj, special Hajj information desks were set up at Pakistani airports to assist the pilgrims.[90] For the benefit of pilgrims from India and Pakistan, Urdu signs were also introduced at the mosques.[91]The Saudi government employs technology to protect the safety, and enhance the experience, of the pilgrim's journey. Recently, the Ministry of Hajj and Umrah has introduced the Hajj pilgrims' e-bracelet program that stores pilgrims' essential data and which helps to
provide them with the necessary support.[92] In 2018, SAFCSP organized the Hajj Hackathon event in Jeddah, with 2,950 participants from over 100 countries. The event aims at exploring the use of technology to provide solutions for Hajj pilgrims.[93][94] In 2019, the "Fatwa Robot" service was launched to provide pilgrims with fatwas and other religious advice.[95] Two interactive apps were launched by Hajj authorities to provide pilgrims with a range of services through their smartphones. The services, which are available in nine languages, help pilgrims
in finding emergency service centres, holy sites, currency exchanges, restaurants, and accommodation.[96]See also: Visa policy of Saudi ArabiaTo enter Saudi Arabia to participate in the Hajj as a Muslim, visa requirements have to be satisfied.[97][98] Saudi Arabia's Ministry of Hajj and Umrah is planning to ease visas issuance by enabling Hajj and Umrah pilgrims to obtain e-visa within minutes through campaigns and companies.[99] For the upcoming Umrah season, visas can be electronically issued within 24 hours via a special platform established by the
Ministry of Hajj and Umrah.[100] For passengers traveling from the United States, they must purchase a package from a licensed Hajj agency. People from Gulf Cooperation Council countries do not need a visa to enter Saudi Arabia and vice versa. People with Saudi visas are not allowed to enter the site unless they are Muslim.Makkah Route Initiative is an initiative made by the Saudi government to facilitate pilgrims' entry into Saudi Arabia by completing certain steps in their airport of departure. The initiative has been implemented since 2018 by the Saudi
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.[101] In 2019, the initiative is planned to provide service to around 225,000 pilgrims from airports in Malaysia, Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Tunisia.[102] The provided services include:Issuance of visas.Making sure that the pilgrims' health conditions comply with the requirements and to make certain that the potential pilgrims have taken preventive measures related to the epidemiological situation in the world.[103]Codifying and sorting luggage at the pilgrims' airports and delivering them to the pilgrims' hotels directly
upon arrival.[102]Traditionally, the pilgrimage to Mecca was mainly an overland journey using camels as a means of transport. During the second half of the nineteenth century (after the 1850s), steamships began to be used in the pilgrimage journey to Mecca, and the number of pilgrims traveling on sea routes increased.[104] This continued for some time,[105] until air travel came to predominate; Egypt introduced the first airline service for Hajj pilgrims in 1937.[106][107] Today, many airlines and travel agents offer Hajj packages, and arrange for
transportation and accommodation for the pilgrims.[108] King Abdulaziz International Airport in Jeddah and Prince Mohammad Bin Abdulaziz Airport in Medina have dedicated pilgrim terminals to assist with the large numbers of pilgrims.[109][110] Other international airports around the world, such as Indira Gandhi Airport in New Delhi, Rajiv Gandhi International Airport in Hyderabad, Jinnah in Karachi and Soekarno-Hatta in Jakarta also have dedicated terminals or temporary facilities to service pilgrims as they depart for the Hajj and return home.[111]
During Hajj, many airlines run extra flights to accommodate the large number of pilgrims.[35][109]During official Hajj days, pilgrims travel between the different locations by metro, bus or on foot. The Saudi government strictly controls vehicles access into these heavily congested areas. However, the journey can take many hours due to heavy vehicular and pedestrian traffic. In 2010, the Saudi government started operating the Al Mashaaer Al Mugaddassah Metro line as an exclusive shuttle train for pilgrims between Arafat, Muzdalifa and Mina. The service,
which operates only during the days of Hajj, shortens the travel time during the critical "Nafrah" from Arafat to Muzdalifah to minutes. Due to its limited capacity, the use of the metro is not open to all pilgrims.Hajj has a considerable environmental impact, with the average pilgrim contributing about 60.5kg CO2-eq per day. Transport, lodging, food, and waste generated an estimated 3.0 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent during the 2011 Hajj season.[112] Most pilgrims travel to Mecca by air[113] and long-haul air travel accounts for 60% of
greenhouse gas emissions created by Hajj.[112]Rising global temperatures mean that in the future, people undertaking Hajj could face "extreme danger" due to heat and humidity.[114][115][116] Projected temperature rises of 1.5 to 2 could have significant impacts on the health of participants, many of whom are elderly.[117][118] In 2021 Ummabh for Earth and Greenpeace Middle East published research which suggested climate actions which included adapting the Great Mosque for solar power.[119] In the summer of 2024, Saudi officials reported treating
more than 2,000 people for heat stress. As of 21 June, 550 people had died from heat stroke. At least 320 of the dead were from Egypt.[120] As of 23 June 2024, more than 1000 people had died,[121] more than half of them from Egypt. The government revoked the licenses of 16 travel agencies that helped unauthorized pilgrims travel to Saudi Arabia.[121] As of 2 July the Saudi government said that 1301 people had died doing the Hajj.[122]In 2011, Husna Ahmad created the first green guide to Hajj.[115] In 2019, Saudi Arabia launched an environment-
friendly Hajj initiative under the auspices of the environmental technologist Magda Abu Ras.[123] One aspect discouraged the consumption of plastics and was entitled Hajj without Plastic.[123] The project is implemented in 30 camps in Mina where pilgrims are encouraged to sort out their waste. Moreover, the proceeds are used for charitable purposes.[124] The project has a number of objectives as follows:Decreasing environmental harm.Improving the management system of solid waste.Preserving pilgrims' and camps' safety.[124]Main article: Incidents
during the HajjPilgrim numbers have greatly increased in recent years, which has led to numerous accidents and deaths due to overcrowding. The first major accident during Hajj in modern times occurred in 1990, when a tunnel stampede led to the death of 1,462 people.[125] Afterwards, various crowd-control techniques were adopted to improve safety. Because of large crowds, some of the rituals have become more symbolic. For example, it is no longer necessary to kiss the Black Stone. Instead, pilgrims simply point at it on each circuit around the Kaaba.
Also, the large pillars used for pebble throwing were changed into long walls in 2004 with basins below to catch the stones.[71][72] Another example is that animal sacrifice is now done at slaughterhouses appointed by the Saudi authorities, without the pilgrims being present there.[53][126][127]Despite safety measures, incidents may happen during the Hajj as pilgrims are trampled or ramps collapse under the weight of the many visitors. During 2015 Hajj, a stampede resulted in 769 deaths and injuries to 934 others, according to the Saudi authorities.[128]
[129] A report from Associated Press totalled at least 2,411 deaths from official reports from other countries, making it the most deadly such episode to date.[130][128] Concerns were raised in 2013 and 2014 about the spread of MERS because of mass gatherings during the Hajj.[131][132] Saudi Health Minister Abdullah Al-Rabia said authorities have detected no cases of MERS among the pilgrims so far.[133] He also said that, despite few cases of MERS, Saudi Arabia was ready for the 2014 pilgrimage.[134][135][needs update]In November 2017, Saudi
authorities banned selfies at the two holy sites.[136]In February 2020, Saudi Arabia temporarily banned foreign pilgrims from entering Mecca and Medina to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the Kingdom.[137] It later temporarily suspended the pilgrimage of Umrah.[138] In June, the Saudi government announced that only "very limited numbers" of pilgrims already resident in Saudi Arabia would be permitted to participate in the Hajj.[20]See also: Economy of Saudi Arabialn 2014, Saudi Arabia was expected to have earned up to $8.5billion from Hajj.[139]
Saudi Arabia's highest source of revenue after oil and gas is Hajj and the country is expected to depend more on Hajj as the amounts of available oil and gas for sale decline.[140]Furthermore, the increase of religious tourism from about 12million Muslims annually to almost 17million by 2025 has given rise to increasing luxury hotel businesses in the area to accommodate pilgrims. The Abraj al-Bait firm intends to build hotels, shopping malls and apartments which is claimed to be an estimated value of three billion dollars.[141] According to The Embassy of
Saudi Arabia, the Saudi government are working towards establishing programs which promote sanitation, housing, transportation, and welfare as the number of visiting pilgrims increases.Most pilgrims, from countries such as the United States, Australia and the United Kingdom decide to purchase packages from licensed Hajj agencies in their countries. This helps direct the flow of traffic into the Kingdom and allows for pilgrims to work directly with a business responsible for their services instead of dealing directly with Saudi Arabia's government.[142]In
July 2020, the WS]J reported that following the COVID-19 pandemic, the Saudi authorities curtailed the five-day event in Mecca to fewer than 10,000 people already residing in the country. It also noted that the hospitality and housing industries that rely entirely on Hajj revenue would face severe loss of revenue.[143]In 2017, the Hajj and Umrah revenues were expected to exceed US$150 billion by 2022.[144] Hajj revenues are expected to cross US$350 billion by 2032, according to a report published by The Moodie Davitt.[145]Pictographic world map
comparing the largest periodic human migration events[146]There has been a substantial increase in the number of pilgrims during the last 92 years, and the number of foreign pilgrims has increased by approximately 2,824 percent, from 58,584 in 1920 to 1,712,962 in 2012.[147] Because of development and expansion work at Masjid al-Haram, the authority restricted the number of pilgrims in 2013.[148][149]Between 1940 and 1945, foreign pilgrims were restricted from arriving in Saudi Arabia as a result of World War II;[150] the pilgrimages in 2020 and
2021 were severely restricted while the country was dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. In the most recent 2023 Hajj, there were 1,845,045 total pilgrims, including about 184,000 Saudis.[151]The following number of pilgrims arrived in Saudi Arabia each year to perform Hajj:Gregorian yearHijri yearLocal pilgrimsForeign pilgrimsTotal1920133858,584[14711921133957,255[147]1922134056,319[147]19501369100,000 (approx.)[311950s150,000 (approx.)[152]11960s300,000 (approx.)[152]1970s700,000 (approx.)[152]1980s900,000 (approx.)
[152]19891409774,600[153]119901410827,200[153]119911411720,100[153]199214121,015,700[153]119931413992,800[153]19941414997,400[153]199514151,046,307[153]19961416784,7691,080,465[153][17]1,865,23419971417774,2601,168,591[153][17]1,942,85119981418699,7701,132,3441,832,114[153]
[154]19991419775,2681,056,7301,831,99820001420466,430[155]1,267,3551,733,785[155]20011421440,8081,363,9921,804,800[156]20021422590,5761,354,1841,944,76020031423493,2301,431,0121,924,242[157]20041424473,004[158]1,419,706[159]1,892,710[158]200514251,030,000 (approx.)1,534,7692,560,000 (approx.)[160]20061426573,1471,557,4472,130,594[161]20061427724,2291,654,4072,378,636[162]20071428746,5111,707,8142,454,325[163]



[164]200814291,729,841[18]20091430154,0001,613,0002,521,000[165]20101431989,7981,799,6012,854,345[166]201114321,099,5221,828,1952,927,717[167]201214331,408,6411,752,9323,161,573[19]20131434600,718[168]1,379,531[169]1,980,249[168]20141435696,185[168]1,389,053[170]2,085,238[168]20151436567,876[168]1,384,941[171]1,952,817[168]20161437537,537[172]1,325,372[172]1,862,909[172]20171438600,1081,752,0142,352,122[16]20181439612,9531,758,7222,371,675[173]20191440634,3791,855,0272,489,406[174]202014411,000[
[177]10[176158,745[177120221443119,434[178]779,919[1781899,353[178]120231444184,000[15111,845,045[151]120241445221,854[179]1,611,310[17911,833,164[179]Pilgrim in supplication at the Al-Masjid Al-Haram in Mecca.The largest Jamarah (pillar). These pillars depict the evils in Islam and are stoned by the devotees.Pilgrims visiting the well of Zamzam.Mount Safa within the Al-Masjid Al-Haram in Mecca.Mount Marwah within the Al-Masjid Al-Haram in Mecca.Tents at Mina.Mount Arafat during ajj with Pilgrims supplicating.Mount Arafat, a few miles
away from Mecca.Disavowal of Polytheists in HajjGlossary of IslamHajj: Journey to the Heart of IslamHajj and Pilgrimage Organization (Iran)HejazIncidents during the HajjKhalili Collection of Hajj and the Arts of PilgrimageList of largest peaceful gatherings”™ The verses read: "And remember that Abraham was tried by his Lord with certain commands, which he fulfilled.... Remember We made the House a place of assembly for men and a place of safety, and take ye the station of Abraham as a place of prayer; and We covenanted with Abraham and Ishmael,
that they should sanctify My House for those who compass it round or use it as a retreat, or bow, or prostrate themselves (therein in prayer).... And remember Abraham and Ishmael raised the foundations of the House (2:124127)" and "And proclaim the Pilgrimage among men: they will come to thee on foot and (mounted) on every kind of camel, through deep and distant mountain highways, that they may witness the benefits (provided) for them, and celebrate the name of Allah, through the Days appointed, over the cattle which He has provided for them (for
sacrifice): then eat ye thereof and feed the distressed one, the needy. Then let them complete the rites prescribed for them, perform their vows, and (again) circumambulate the Ancient House." (22:2729)” Ibn Jubayr noted the skeletons of the faithful who had died of thirst en route. In the 17th century, a group of Egyptian pilgrims lost over 1,500 people and 900 camels. In 1924 around one-fifth of a group of Syrian pilgrims died and two years later, 12,000 are thought to have died during the journey. [Islam in the World by Malise Ruthven. Granta Publications,
2006. p. 2. ISBN1-86207-906-4.]1~ For example, one such Hadith says Abu Huraira quoted Muhammad as saying: "Whoever performs Hajj for God's pleasure and does not have sexual relations with his wife, and does not do evil or sins then he will return (after Hajj free from all sins) as if he were born anew."Sahih al-Bukhari, 2:26:596” "Hajj" Archived 30 December 2014 at the Wayback Machine. Random House Webster's Unabridged Dictionary.”™ Mohammad Taqi al-Modarresi (26 March 2016). The Laws of Islam (PDF). San Bernardino: Enlight Press. p.471.
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