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In	the	sphere	of	academic	writing,	the	introduction	holds	a	significant	section	in	many	types	of	papers	ranging	from	academic	essays	to	historical	papers,	serving	as	a	crucial	framework	that	provides	insight	into	the	core	essence	of	the	entire	paper.	An	ideal	introduction	engages	the	readers,	sets	the	tone,	and	includes	a	thesis	statement,	which
navigates	the	following	discourse.	Crafting	a	compelling	introductory	paragraph	poses	an	essential	writing	skill	to	improve	your	writing	style	and	initial	impressions	of	a	paper.	There	are	several	definitions	for	introductions.	The	general	one	is	that	is	at	the	beginning	of	all	kinds	of	papers	and	poses	an	essential	framework.	The	functions	of
introductions	are,	among	others,	to	smoothly	transition	the	readers	into	the	core	of	the	entire	paper.	Therefore,	it	forms	one	of	the	three	cornerstones	of	many	types	of	paper	in	the	academic	realm,	next	to	the	main	body	and	conclusion.A	concise,	engaging,	and	well-written	introduction	skillfully	makes	the	reader	excited	and	draws	their	attention	to
the	topic	by	arousing	interest.	The	introductory	paragraph	also	needs	to	describe	the	objective	of	your	paper	and	state	the	methods	you	will	use	to	achieve	your	goal.	It	entails	a	sneak	peep	into	the	theoretical	or	empirical	framework,	as	well	as,	the	methodology	of	the	paper.	Moreover,	it	houses	the	rule	of	thumb	for	thesis	statements,	which	presents
a	crucial	role	in	guiding	the	arguments	and	discourse	that	follow.	Oftentimes,	the	introduction	includes	thesis	acknowledgments	regarding	existing	literature,	i.e.,	it	provides	contrasts	or	alignments	between	the	study	and	already	existing	studies	surrounding	the	same	or	similar	topics.	This	plays	an	imperative	role	in	contributing	to	the	overall
academic	debate	on	the	topic.	The	background	for	context,	sentence	structure,	and	putting	ideas	in	context	are	critical	aspects	to	consider	when	aiming	to	draw	attentive	readers	and	composing	an	effective	introduction.	Effective	strategies	for	a	good	introductory	paragraph	are	to	fulfil	relevance,	research	topic,	andprocedure:Relevance:	Why	is	the
research	topic	important?	Hook	the	reader!Research	topic:	What	is	the	research	question	and/or	topic	matter	that	will	be	covered?Procedure:	What	effective	strategy	should	be	used	to	answer	the	research	question?In	short,	the	introductory	paragraph	initiates	the	topic	matters	for	the	area	of	research,	as	well	as	the	research	question,	derived	from
it.	A	well-written	introduction	tells	the	reader	why	answering	the	research	question	will	lead	to	new,	important	insights.	Avoid	Plagiarism	In	Your	Dissertation	Guarantee	that	your	thesis	is	free	from	any	plagiarism!	Utilise	the	BachelorPrint	Plagiarism	Checker	now	to	access	your	user-friendly	plagiarism	report	in	as	little	as	10	minutes.	Every	single
citation	error	in	your	thesis	will	be	detected	and	accurately	outlined	by	the	plagiarism	software.	Equally	important	is	the	essay	outline	of	the	methods	used	to	answer	the	research	question.	In	the	introductory	paragraph,	you	need	to	justify	how	and	why	you	have	narrowed	down	your	topic.	This	will	be	summarized	by	a	shorter	introduction	and
description	of	your	line	of	argument	and	the	structure	of	your	research	paper.	Tip:	Make	sure	not	to	turn	your	introduction	into	a	simple	reproduction	of	your	table	of	contents.	Like	the	concluding	paragraph,	the	introductory	paragraph	of	your	bachelors	thesis	should	not	represent	a	fragment,	but	a	constant	introduction.	This	means	that	sweeping
statements	should	be	avoided	so	that	the	reader	does	not	need	to	rely	on	insights	established	within	the	main	body	to	understand	the	topic	of	the	paper.	There	are	numerous	ways	to	eager	readers	to	your	research	topic:A	provocative	proposition	ExampleSociology	can	no	longer	be	dissociated	from	insights	and	findings	on	womens	situation	insociety
that	have	been	developed	by	feminist	scientists	over	the	last	20	years.	Thought-provoking	questions	ExamplesWhat	can	the	differences	between	individuals	be	attributed	to?Is	it	genetics	or	environmental	factors?What	comprises	the	practical	relevance	of	this	question?	ExampleOver	the	last	few	weeks	I	have	interviewed	former	teachers	of	a	primary
school	for	girls	on	the	immediate	post-war	era.	Amongst	other	things	I	wanted	to	find	out	what	it	meant	to	them	to	have	taught	girls.	Unanimously,	the	pedagogical	ambition	was	found	to	be	the	same,	regardless	of	the	students	being	boys	or	girls.	ExampleHowever,	while	many	businesses	report	increased	visibility,	theres	a	surprising	lack	of	evidence
correlating	social	media	marketing	with	actual	sales.	ExampleEducation	and	slavery	were	incompatible	with	each	other.	Note:	Most	of	the	time,	well-known	or	famous	quotes	dont	work	in	academic	papers,	quote	an	author	of	a	reference	or	source	instead.	Introduce	the	general	context	or	background:	Perhaps	you	could	explain	the	title	in	your	own
words	or	use	a	quotation	from	an	author	who	offers	a	supporting	or	contradictory	statement	about	your	topic	area.Definitions:	Are	you	using	any	complex	terminology	or	acronyms	that	need	definitions?	Try	to	use	a	working	definition	from	an	expert	in	your	subject	area,	rather	than	referring	to	broad	statements	of	a	dictionary.Introduce	the	ideas	in
context:	You	cannot	include	everything,	e.g.,	in	a	2000-word	English	essay	introduction;	select	between	three	and	five	key	ideas	and	introduce	them	in	the	order	they	are	discussed.	The	introductory	paragraph	of	your	thesis	or	research	paper	contextualizes	your	overall	topic	within	the	greater	context	of	the	area	of	research	and	establishes	a
connection	to	other	studies	in	the	general	field.The	following	three	introduction	paragraph	examples	are	guidelines	as	to	how	you	can	best	tie	in	with	the	most	current	research:	The	following	example	illustrates	how	you	can	point	the	reader	to	your	topics	significance:	This	significance	of	the	study	starts	off	with	broad	statements	and	gradually	tapers
off	to	a	specific	group	or	person.	In	essence,	it	delves	into	the	general	contribution	of	the	study	like	the	importance	of	this	study	to	society	as	a	whole,	and	then	proceeds	towards	its	contribution	to	individuals	including	yourself	as	a	researcher.	When	writing	the	introduction	to	your	research	paper	oryour	academic	essay,	it	is	crucial	to	touch	upon
what	will	be	researched.This	can	be	done	by	addressing	your	research	question.	Keep	the	aspects	in	mind,	you	will	be	narrowing	your	research	topic	down	to,	and	what	definition	of	the	key	terms	used	in	your	research	question	you	want	to	follow.The	research	question	is	a	product	of	your	topic	in	research,	which	is	why	it	needs	to	be	evident	and	clear
that	there	is	a	relationship	between	the	question	and	the	topic	throughout	your	entire	paper.	Other	vital	aspects	to	include	in	the	introductory	paragraph	are	the	objective	you	are	pursuing,	and	the	outcome	you	are	anticipating.The	title	of	your	research	paper	is	not	identical	to	your	objectives.	Typically,	the	title	of	your	research	paper	or	essay
describes	the	general	subject	area	rather	than	the	niche	you	want	to	cover.The	introduction	paragraph	examples	below	show	how	to	account	for	the	objective	of	your	paper	in	one	sentence.	Example	1This	paper	reviews	the	problem	of	Pennsylvanias	dwindling	landfill	space,	evaluates	the	success	of	recycling	as	a	solution	to	this	problem,	and
challenges	the	assumption	that	Pennsylvania	will	run	out	of	landfill	space	by	the	year	2020.	Example	2As	this	paper	will	show,	the	fundamental	problem	behind	the	Arab-Israeli	conflict	is	the	lack	of	a	workable	solution	to	the	third	stage	of	partition,	which	greatly	hinders	the	current	Writing	an	effective	introduction	also	involves	having	a	firm	grasp	of
the	methods	you	will	be	using	to	achieve	your	research	goal.	For	this,	you	must	depict	the	way	you	anticipate	achieving	your	objectives	in	the	introduction	paragraph	of	your	essay	or	research	paper	and	how	you	went	about	to	answer	the	research	question.Furthermore,	a	summary	of	the	theoretical	framework	of	your	research	paper	is	an	essential
part	of	the	introduction,	including	the	literature	review.In	terms	of	empirical	research	like	a	dissertation	based	on	empirical	studies,	the	introduction	needs	to	explain	the	methods	utilized	to	analyse	the	data	you	gathered	in	your	study	and	the	proceess	behind	it.Related	background	in	the	introduction	paragraph,	such	as	work	experience	or	research
stays,	is	a	plus	when	it	is	appropriate.	However,	this	information	should	only	be	used	if	relevant.	Acknowledging	your	limitations	plays	a	crucial	factor	in	writing	an	effective	introduction	for	your	research,	as	they	dissociate	your	research	topic	from	other	studies	in	the	field.Therefore,	giving	valid	reasons	for	any	limitations	and	restrictions	makes	your
research	unique	and	different	from	others.	The	introduction	paragraph	of	your	research	paper	clarifies	why	you	restrict	your	research	topic	to	a	certain,	potentially	very	specific	research	area,	and	why	this	is	important	to	achieve	the	goals	you	set	out	to,	whether	this	pertains	to	a	bachelors	thesis,	or	any	other	research	paper.	If	you	use	specific
terminology	in	your	research	paper,	it	is	integral	to	include	a	section	explaining	these	fundamental	terms	in	your	introduction,	so	the	readers	can	grasp	a	good	understanding	of	your	reseach	topic.Explanations	of	terms	that	are	only	relevant	to	individual	segments	of	your	research	paper	should	not	be	part	of	the	introduction	paragraph.	Focus	on
terms	that	you	might	use	(slightly)	differently	than	your	readers	might	expect,	and	define	them	accordingly.	Based	on	the	table	of	contents	of	your	paper,	it	is	essential	to	provide	a	brief	outline	of	the	papers	structure	in	the	introduction.	The	outline	should	contain	a	clear	representation	of	argumentative	choice.In	essence,	you	give	a	short	overview	of
how	you	will	go	about	answering	your	research	question,	which	is	reflected	in	the	structure	of	your	research	paper.	This	will	also	be	helpful	to	keep	the	reader	excited	and	attentive	for	the	following	discourse.	Example	1The	main	purposes	of	the	investigation	into	childrens	Internet	addiction	are	to	study	the	phenomenon,	learn	about	both	views,
reveal	the	true	opinion,	and	create	a	list	of	recommendations	for	parents.	Example	2I	will	be	exploring	how	these	POV	cameras	are	being	utilized	in	teaching,	with	a	focus	on	science	education,	to	gather	data	and	provide	virtual	experiences	both	in	the	lab	and	in	the	field.	Note:	As	a	rule	of	thumb,	the	quality	of	the	explanations	depends	on	the	length
of	your	research	paper:	The	shorter	your	research	paper,	the	shorter	your	initial	explanations	in	the	introduction	paragraph.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	main	goal	is	to	keep	the	reader	hooked	and	provide	a	thorough	understanding	of	why	you	have	chosen	to	proceed	a	certain	way.	BachelorPrint	is	a	leading	online	printing	service	that	provides	several
benefits	for	students	in	the	UK:	3D	live	preview	of	your	individual	configuration	Free	express	delivery	for	every	single	purchase	Top-notch	bindings	with	customised	embossing	to	printing	services	The	University	of	Leicester	gives	an	example	of	an	effective	essay	introduction.	Be	aware	that	essays	are	a	particular	kind	of	research	paper	and	differ
from,	e.g.,	articles	or	scientific	term	papers.	The	example	below	illustrates	the	sections	of	an	introduction	regarding	the	following	research	question	What	is	the	importance	of	imitation	in	early	child	development?	We	want	a	story	that	starts	out	with	an	earthquake	and	works	its	way	up	to	a	climax.Samuel	Goldwyn,	film	producer	and	publisher.	While
a	scientific	research	paper	is	not	a	film	script	and	no	professor	will	expect	an	earthquake	when	sitting	down	to	read	the	introduction	paragraph	of	your	research	paper,	you	still	want	to	achieve	a	similar	mind-blowing	effect	with	your	introduction.Your	introduction	paragraph	needs	to	captivate	the	reader	and	arouse	curiosity.	It	is	the	initial	impression
of	your	paper,	and	therefore,	should	not	make	a	negative	impression.	A	catchy	introduction	guarantees	that	the	reader	will	keep	reading	your	paper	with	interest.The	introduction	paragraph	is	the	actual	beginning	of	your	paper,	as	neither	the	abstract,	foreword,	nor	table	of	contents	belong	in	the	actual	body	of	it.In	the	introduction	paragraph,	you
reach	out	to	the	reader	for	the	first	time,	and	ideally,	you	want	to	leave	a	good	impression.	Thus,	the	introduction	poses	the	flagship	of	your	research	paper.	Planning	your	writing	is	quite	a	pragmatic	endeavour	.	This	includes	deciding	on	how	long	each	part	of	the	text	needs	to	be.	The	lengths	of	individual	parts	of	your	research	paper	depend	on	the
overall	length	of	your	paper.While	the	main	body	of	your	research	paper	should	be	the	longest,	the	introduction	paragraph	should	account	for	up	to	15%	of	the	scope	of	your	text.	It	is	advised	to	restrict	the	introduction	down	to	only	5%,	which	is	the	equivalent	of	approximately	one	page	in	a	20-page	research	paper.	Some	institutional	guidelines
advise	10%,	therefore,	depending	on	your	institution,	this	may	vary.In	overall,	the	introduction	paragraph	of	your	research	paper,	essay,	or	dissertation	should	account	for	5-15%	of	your	paper.	It	is	further	urged	to	write	your	introduction	paragraph	in	such	a	manner	that	it	holds	a	sensible	relation	to	the	rest	of	the	text.	Writing	an	effective
introduction	is	not	an	easy	task	just	because	it	is	comparatively	short.	Be	brief	but	precise,	boil	everything	down	to	its	essence,	and	save	the	longer	versions	of	explanations	for	the	main	body	of	the	text.	Note:	The	introduction	does	not	anticipate	the	main	body.	Instead,	the	introduction	announces	the	content	of	the	main	body.	In	other	words,	the
introduction	paragraph	paves	the	way	into	the	main	body	of	your	paper.	As	an	announcement,	the	introduction	needs	to	be	to	the	point	by	definition.	Where	to	start	on	that	blank	piece	of	paper	in	front	of	you?	As	ironic	as	it	might	sound,	it	is	a	just	and	well	debated	question.	The	introduction	paragraph	and	the	closing	paragraph	are	closely	linked.
While	the	closing	paragraph	summarizes	the	main	body	of	your	research	paper,	the	introduction	paragraph	prepares	the	reader	for	it.	Hence,	both	conclusion	and	introduction	are	part	of	brackets	that	parenthesize	your	research	paper.Essentially,	you	should	write	the	introduction	paragraph	at	the	end	of	your	writing	process.	This	is	because	you	are
likely	to	know	only	at	the	end	of	your	work	what	you	could	actually	achieve.	Therefore,	it	is	recommended	to	write	a	rough	draught	at	first	and	complete	the	initial	introduction	along	the	way.Writing	an	introduction	is	considered	the	most	difficult	part.	Therefore,	it	is	efficient	to	write	a	rough	draught	at	first	and	finalize	it	once	you	know	where	you
are	headed.	The	first	step	of	the	writing	process,	should	be	the	main	body.	This	strategy	can	also	prevent	writers	block.	Adding	an	appropriate	quote	that	gets	the	reader	started	and	is	then	followed	by	the	research	discourse	and	a	research	question	is	an	effective	way	of	beginning	your	writing	process.It	is	also	imperative	that	you	have	gained	a
thorough	overview	of	your	research	topic	prior	writing	your	introduction,	especially	for	more	complicated	topics,	to	captivate	the	reader.	The	following	table	summarizes	important	aspects	you	should	refrain	from	when	writing	your	introduction:	DontsExamplesLimitation	of	research	topic	is	not	justified	scientifically:	If	you	limit	your	paper	to	certain
aspects,	it	is	vital	to	explain	your	(scientific)	reasons	for	doing	so	in	the	introduction	paragraph.	Limiting	your	research	indicates	that	you	have	a	good	grasp	of	the	general	research	area	as	well	as	your	possibilities	in	the	realms	of	your	Bachelor's	thesis	or	essay.The	topic	of	the	philosophy	of	science	is	a	wide-spread	subject.	As	a	result,	an	analysis	of
various	scientific	theoretical	approaches	will	be	refrained	from	in	this	paper.Refraining	from	further	analysis	because	something	is	too	complex:[]	is	beyond	the	scope	of	this	paper	does	not	add	anything	important	to	your	argument.	What	follows	from	refraining	from	mentioning	certain	topics/outlines?The	group	of	themes	concerning	the	relation
between	the	Polish	minority	to	German	parties;	the	role	of	the	Polish	questions	in	the	Prussian	House	of	Parliament;	the	Polish	banks	in	Berlin	etc.	have	been	used	during	research,	but	the	respective	descriptions	would	have	been	beyond	the	scope	of	this	paper.Justify	your	personal	interest	in	the	matter	or	making	a	personal	confession:Science	is	not
about	beliefs,	and	your	personal	conviction	is	no	justification	for	your	bachelor	thesis.My	preoccupation	with	the	works	of	Toni	Morrison	stirred	up	many	emotions	in	me.	The	more	I	exposed	myself	to	her	work,	the	more	complex	my	picture	of	the	author	and	her	work	turned	out	to	be.Recounting	the	table	of	contents:What	is	the	sequence	of	the
chapters?	This	does	not	need	to	be	recounted	but	explained.Chapter	six	deals	with	the	developed	prototype.	Single	models	of	domains	of	prototypes	and	their	points	of	intersections	will	be	explained.	What	follows	is	a	description	of	the	implementation	and	possible	extensions	of	the	prototypes.	The	paper	will	conclude	with	chapter	seven,	which	will
provide	an	outlook	The	introduction	does	not	anticipate	the	main	body,	it	rather	announces	the	content	of	the	main	body.	Hence,	the	introduction	paragraph	navigates	the	reader	to	the	main	body	of	your	research	discourse.	Based	on	this,	the	introduction	needs	to	be	short	and	precise	by	definition.	Understand	the	purpose:	Background	and	thesis
statementStart	with	a	hook:	Anecdote,	question,	quotation,	statistics,	bold	statementTailor	it	to	your	audience:	What	is	the	target	group?	What	do	they	know	already?Revise	and	refine:	Complete	it	along	the	way,	finalize	it	at	the	end	of	writing	An	introduction	primarily	states	the	purpose	of	an	academic	paper.	It	conveys	the	central	or	main	points	that
will	be	covered.	The	thesis	statement	should	be	placed	towards	the	end	of	the	introduction,	with	any	background	information	given	beforehand.	Introductions	come	right	after	the	table	of	contents	page,	but	before	the	body	of	the	essay	or	thesis.Click	here	to	get	to	the	example.	An	introduction	of	any	scientific	paper	represents	the	beginning	part	of
the	paper,	where	you	provide	basic	information	to	transition	the	reader	to	the	main	discourse	of	the	paper.	Every	introduction	should	clearly	state	the	purpose	of	your	paper	with	a	summary	of	the	main	points	that	will	be	discussed.	It	should	be	enough	to	give	the	reader	an	overview	of	what	to	expect	in	the	main	body	of	the	writing.	It	can	also	include
an	explanation	of	elements	that	are	not	mentioned	within	the	scope	of	the	remaining	writing,	such	as	background	information	that	may	be	relevant	to	the	thesis	statement.	The	thesis	statement	should	always	be	placed	towards	the	end	of	the	introduction.	A	good	introduction	captures	the	readers	attention	immediately,	which	in	turn	makes	them	want
to	read	the	remaining	pages	of	the	paper.	It	should	clearly	state	the	main	topic,	provide	relevant	context,	and	explain	your	specific	area	of	focus.	Ultimately,	it	should	provide	the	most	relevant	and	helpful	information	about	your	research	topic.	The	reader	should	be	informed	of	any	background	information	prior	to	reading	the	body	of	the	thesis	or
essay.	The	main	difference	between	an	introduction	and	a	summary	is	their	purpose.	The	introduction	gives	the	reader	a	brief	description	of	the	topic	and	the	main	ideas	that	will	be	covered.	A	summary,	on	the	other	hand,	briefly	explains	everything	that	is	covered	in	a	text	in	a	few	condensed	sentences.	Therefore,	a	summary	is	more	general	while	an
introduction	points	to	the	main	topics	and	relevant	ideas	of	the	academic	text.	Writing	a	captivating	introduction	paragraph	is	arguably	your	most	important	goal	as	a	writer.	Here	is	a	quick	answer	for	how	to	write	an	introduction	paragraph:	Write	an	introduction	paragraph	by	starting	with	a	hook	to	grab	attention,	providing	necessary	context	to	set
the	stage,	and	presenting	a	clear	thesis	statement	to	outline	the	main	idea.	Ensure	your	tone	matches	your	audience,	keep	the	language	clear,	and	smoothly	transition	into	the	next	section.	As	someone	with	years	of	writing	experience,	Ill	guide	you	through	how	to	write	introductory	paragraphs	with	over	50	examples.	(This	post	may	have	affiliate
links.	Please	see	my	full	disclosure)I	made	this	image	with	AI	How	to	Write	an	Introduction	Paragraph	An	introductory	paragraph	is	the	opening	section	of	your	essay	or	article.	It	sets	the	stage	by	providing	essential	background	information,	introducing	the	topic,	and	presenting	the	main	idea	or	thesis.	This	paragraph	is	crucial	because	it	establishes
the	context	and	framework	for	the	rest	of	your	writing,	helping	the	reader	understand	the	subject	and	its	significance	from	the	very	beginning.	The	primary	goal	of	an	introductory	paragraph	is	to	engage	the	reader.	It	should	capture	their	interest	and	make	them	want	to	keep	reading.	This	can	be	achieved	through	various	techniques,	such	as	starting
with	a	compelling	hook,	providing	intriguing	facts,	or	posing	a	thought-provoking	question.	A	well-crafted	introduction	not	only	grabs	attention	but	also	guides	the	reader	smoothly	into	the	body	of	the	essay.	There	are	10	types	of	introduction	paragraphs	that	you	need	to	know.	AnecdoteStart	with	a	short,	interesting	story	relevant	to	your	topic.
Engages	the	reader	emotionally.	QuestionPose	a	thought-provoking	question.	Invites	the	reader	to	ponder	and	seek	answers	in	your	writing.	QuotationUse	a	famous	quote	related	to	your	topic.	Adds	credibility	and	interest.	Fact	or	StatisticPresent	a	surprising	fact	or	statistic.	Captures	attention	with	interesting	information.	DefinitionDefine	a	key	term
or	concept.	Provides	clarity	and	sets	the	foundation.	Bold	StatementMake	a	strong,	controversial	statement.	Provokes	curiosity	and	debate.	ScenarioPaint	a	vivid	picture	of	a	hypothetical	situation.	Helps	readers	visualize	and	connect.	Historical	OverviewGive	a	brief	history	of	your	topic.	Provides	context	and	background.	Personal	ExperienceShare	a
personal	anecdote	or	experience.	Creates	a	personal	connection	with	the	reader.	Direct	AddressSpeak	directly	to	the	reader.	Engages	the	reader	by	making	it	personal.	You	dont	want	an	okay	introduction	you	need	to	wow	your	reader	with	a	phenomenal	opening.	Heres	how	to	do	it.	A	hook	is	the	first	sentence	that	grabs	the	readers	attention.	It	can
be	a	question,	a	quote,	a	fact,	or	an	anecdote.	A	strong	hook	is	crucial	because	it	determines	whether	the	reader	will	continue	reading.	From	my	experience,	crafting	a	compelling	hook	takes	practice.	It	should	be	relevant	and	intriguing,	making	the	reader	want	to	learn	more	about	your	topic.	Providing	context	helps	the	reader	understand	the
background	of	your	topic.	This	can	include	historical	information,	definitions,	or	a	brief	overview	of	the	subject.	Context	is	important	because	it	sets	the	stage	for	your	argument.	Without	it,	readers	may	feel	lost	or	confused.	In	my	writing,	I	ensure	the	context	is	clear	and	concise,	giving	readers	the	information	they	need	to	follow	my	narrative.	The
thesis	statement	is	the	main	idea	of	your	essay	or	article.	It	tells	the	reader	what	to	expect	and	sets	the	direction	of	your	writing.	A	strong	thesis	is	specific,	clear,	and	debatable.	In	my	teaching,	I	emphasize	the	importance	of	a	well-crafted	thesis	because	it	guides	the	entire	piece.	A	weak	thesis	can	lead	to	a	disorganized	and	unfocused	essay.	Explain
why	your	topic	is	important.	Show	the	reader	why	they	should	care	about	what	youre	writing.	Relevance	connects	your	topic	to	the	readers	interests	or	concerns.	I	often	ask	myself,	Why	does	this	matter	to	my	audience?	This	helps	me	ensure	my	writing	is	meaningful	and	engaging.	Your	introduction	should	be	clear	and	easy	to	understand.	Avoid
jargon	or	complex	sentences	that	could	confuse	the	reader.	Clarity	is	essential	for	effective	communication.	In	my	experience,	simple	language	and	straightforward	sentences	make	a	stronger	impact.	Always	aim	for	clarity	to	keep	your	readers	engaged.	The	tone	of	your	introduction	sets	the	mood	for	your	entire	piece.	It	can	be	formal,	informal,
serious,	or	humorous,	depending	on	your	audience	and	purpose.	I	always	consider	my	audience	when	choosing	a	tone.	For	academic	writing,	a	formal	tone	is	appropriate.	For	a	blog	post,	a	conversational	tone	works	better.	The	right	tone	helps	connect	with	your	readers.	A	smooth	transition	from	your	introduction	to	the	body	of	your	essay	is	essential.
It	helps	maintain	the	flow	and	coherence	of	your	writing.	A	good	transition	links	your	thesis	statement	to	the	main	points	youll	discuss.	In	my	writing,	I	use	transitional	phrases	to	guide	readers	from	one	idea	to	the	next	seamlessly.	This	keeps	the	narrative	logical	and	easy	to	follow.	Here	is	a	good	video	about	how	to	write	an	introduction	paragraph:
YouTube	Vide	by	Brittany	Walker	How	to	Write	an	Introduction	Paragraph	Other	than	practice,	probably	the	most	important	way	to	learn	how	to	write	introduction	paragraphs	is	to	read	good	examples.	Anecdote:	When	I	was	in	high	school,	I	witnessed	firsthand	the	devastating	effects	of	bullying.	One	incident,	in	particular,	stuck	with	me.	This	essay
explores	the	long-term	psychological	impacts	of	bullying	on	teenagers.	Question:	What	would	you	do	if	you	found	yourself	stranded	on	a	deserted	island?	This	essay	will	examine	survival	strategies	and	the	psychological	effects	of	isolation.	Quotation:	Education	is	the	most	powerful	weapon	which	you	can	use	to	change	the	world,	said	Nelson	Mandela.
This	paper	discusses	the	role	of	education	in	social	transformation.	Fact	or	Statistic:	Did	you	know	that	over	1	billion	people	lack	access	to	clean	water?	This	essay	addresses	the	global	water	crisis	and	potential	solutions.	Definition:	Globalization	is	the	process	by	which	businesses	and	other	organizations	develop	international	influence.	This	paper
explores	the	economic	and	cultural	impacts	of	globalization.	Bold	Statement:	Climate	change	is	the	single	greatest	threat	to	humanitys	future.	This	essay	argues	for	immediate	action	to	mitigate	its	effects.	Scenario:	Imagine	waking	up	in	a	world	where	technology	has	ceased	to	exist.	This	essay	examines	our	dependency	on	technology	and	its
implications	for	society.	Historical	Overview:	Since	the	Industrial	Revolution,	the	world	has	seen	unprecedented	technological	advancements.	This	paper	explores	the	history	and	future	of	technological	innovation.	Personal	Experience:	Growing	up	in	a	multicultural	neighborhood,	I	learned	the	value	of	diversity.	This	essay	discusses	the	benefits	of
multiculturalism	in	modern	society.	Direct	Address:	Have	you	ever	wondered	what	makes	a	good	leader?	This	essay	will	delve	into	the	qualities	and	characteristics	that	define	effective	leadership.Anecdote:	Last	summer,	I	embarked	on	a	solo	backpacking	trip	through	Europe.	In	this	blog	post,	Ill	share	tips	and	tricks	for	solo	travel.	Question:	Ever
struggled	to	stay	productive	while	working	from	home?	This	blog	post	offers	practical	strategies	to	boost	your	productivity.	Quotation:	The	journey	of	a	thousand	miles	begins	with	one	step,	said	Lao	Tzu.	This	post	explores	the	importance	of	taking	the	first	step	in	achieving	your	goals.	Fact	or	Statistic:	Did	you	know	that	8	out	of	10	startups	fail	within
the	first	18	months?	This	blog	post	examines	common	pitfalls	and	how	to	avoid	them.	Definition:	Mindfulness	is	the	practice	of	being	present	in	the	moment.	In	this	post,	well	explore	mindfulness	techniques	to	reduce	stress.	Bold	Statement:	Social	media	is	destroying	our	ability	to	connect	in	real	life.	This	blog	post	argues	for	a	digital	detox.	Scenario:
Picture	yourself	on	a	serene	beach,	the	sound	of	waves	lapping	at	the	shore.	This	post	will	guide	you	through	the	best	beach	destinations	for	relaxation.	Historical	Overview:	Blogging	has	come	a	long	way	since	its	inception	in	the	late	1990s.	This	post	traces	the	evolution	of	blogging	and	its	impact	on	media.	Personal	Experience:	After	years	of
struggling	with	anxiety,	I	found	relief	through	yoga.	This	post	shares	my	journey	and	the	benefits	of	yoga	for	mental	health.	Direct	Address:	Are	you	tired	of	yo-yo	dieting?	This	blog	post	will	introduce	you	to	sustainable	weight	loss	strategies	that	actually	work.Anecdote:	As	a	child,	I	often	got	lost	in	the	world	of	books.	This	story	is	a	tribute	to	the
power	of	imagination	and	the	magic	of	storytelling.	Question:	What	if	you	could	time	travel	to	any	era?	This	story	explores	the	adventures	and	challenges	of	a	modern-day	time	traveler.	Quotation:	All	the	worlds	a	stage,	and	all	the	men	and	women	merely	players,	wrote	Shakespeare.	This	story	delves	into	the	complexities	of	human	relationships.	Fact
or	Statistic:	Over	3	million	shipwrecks	lie	on	the	ocean	floor.	This	tale	follows	a	daring	expedition	to	uncover	the	secrets	of	a	legendary	shipwreck.	Definition:	Courage	is	not	the	absence	of	fear,	but	the	triumph	over	it.	This	narrative	follows	a	young	heros	journey	to	find	their	inner	strength.	Bold	Statement:	True	love	is	just	a	myth.	This	story
challenges	conventional	notions	of	romance	and	explores	what	it	means	to	truly	connect	with	another	person.	Scenario:	Imagine	a	world	where	dreams	are	currency.	This	story	takes	you	on	a	journey	through	a	fantastical	realm	where	dreams	hold	unimaginable	power.	Historical	Overview:	During	the	Victorian	era,	society	was	obsessed	with
appearances.	This	story	uncovers	the	hidden	lives	of	people	behind	closed	doors.	Personal	Experience:	One	summer,	I	decided	to	hitchhike	across	the	country.	This	story	is	inspired	by	the	unforgettable	characters	I	met	along	the	way.	Direct	Address:	Do	you	believe	in	fate?	This	narrative	invites	you	to	explore	the	intertwining	destinies	of	two
strangers	brought	together	by	chance.Anecdote:	When	I	first	started	coding,	I	encountered	countless	bugs.	This	guide	will	help	you	debug	your	code	efficiently	and	effectively.	Question:	Struggling	to	understand	machine	learning?	This	guide	breaks	down	the	basics	of	machine	learning	for	beginners.	Quotation:	Software	is	eating	the	world,	said	Marc
Andreessen.	This	guide	explores	the	impact	of	software	development	on	modern	industries.	Fact	or	Statistic:	Over	90%	of	data	has	been	created	in	the	last	two	years.	This	guide	explains	how	to	manage	and	analyze	big	data.	Definition:	API	stands	for	Application	Programming	Interface.	This	guide	provides	a	comprehensive	overview	of	how	to	use	APIs
in	your	projects.	Bold	Statement:	The	future	of	technology	lies	in	artificial	intelligence.	This	guide	delves	into	the	fundamentals	of	AI	and	its	applications.	Scenario:	Imagine	youre	building	a	website	from	scratch.	This	guide	walks	you	through	the	essential	steps	of	web	development.	Historical	Overview:	The	history	of	programming	languages	is	a
fascinating	journey.	This	guide	explores	the	evolution	of	programming	from	its	inception	to	the	present	day.	Personal	Experience:	As	a	software	developer,	Ive	faced	numerous	challenges.	This	guide	shares	practical	solutions	to	common	programming	problems.	Direct	Address:	Are	you	new	to	coding?	This	guide	provides	step-by-step	instructions	for
beginners	to	start	their	coding	journey.Anecdote:	Last	year,	our	sales	skyrocketed	after	implementing	a	new	strategy.	This	article	reveals	the	secrets	behind	our	success.	Question:	Looking	to	boost	your	brands	online	presence?	This	guide	offers	proven	techniques	to	enhance	your	digital	marketing	efforts.	Quotation:	Content	is	king,	said	Bill	Gates.
This	article	discusses	the	importance	of	high-quality	content	in	digital	marketing.	Fact	or	Statistic:	Did	you	know	that	email	marketing	has	an	ROI	of	4,400%?	This	guide	explains	how	to	leverage	email	marketing	for	maximum	results.	Definition:	SEO	stands	for	Search	Engine	Optimization.	This	article	provides	an	in-depth	look	at	SEO	best	practices.
Bold	Statement:	Traditional	advertising	is	dead.	This	article	argues	for	the	shift	to	digital	marketing	and	its	benefits.	Scenario:	Imagine	your	website	appearing	at	the	top	of	search	results.	This	guide	shows	you	how	to	achieve	top	rankings	with	effective	SEO	strategies.	Historical	Overview:	The	landscape	of	marketing	has	drastically	changed	over	the
years.	This	article	traces	the	evolution	of	marketing	from	print	to	digital.	Personal	Experience:	As	a	marketing	professional,	Ive	tested	numerous	strategies.	This	article	shares	the	most	effective	techniques	Ive	discovered.	Direct	Address:	Do	you	want	to	increase	your	social	media	engagement?	This	guide	provides	actionable	tips	to	grow	your	audience
and	boost	interaction.	Writing	killer	intro	paragraphs	is	like	setting	the	stage	for	an	epic	adventurestart	strong,	and	the	rest	will	follow.	Read	This	Next:	A	well-crafted	introduction	sets	the	stage	for	a	compelling	essay.	It	captures	the	readers	attention,	provides	essential	background	information,	and	outlines	the	central	argument	or	thesis.	This	essay
writing	guide	will	help	you	write	an	essay	introduction	that	engages	your	readers	and	clearly	presents	your	essays	purpose.	Understanding	the	Importance	of	an	Essay	Introduction	Before	understandinghow	to	begin	an	essay	introduction,	knowing	its	role	in	your	essay	is	crucial.	The	introduction	serves	several	vital	purposes:	Engages	the	reader:	A
well-crafted	introduction	grabs	the	readers	attention	and	encourages	them	to	read	further.	Introduces	the	topic:	It	provides	a	brief	overview	of	the	topic	discussed,	setting	the	context	for	the	essay.	Presents	the	thesis	statement:	This	is	the	crux	of	your	introduction,	where	you	state	your	main	argument	or	point	of	view.	What	to	Include	in	an	Essay
Introduction	Essay	introductions	vary	based	on	the	type	of	essay	youre	writing,	but	in	general,	they	all	should	include	some	common	elements	that	are	vital	for	setting	the	right	tone	and	direction	for	your	essay.	Here	is	what	to	include	in	an	essay	introduction:	Engaging	Hook:	Keep	the	reader	interested	from	the	start.	Relevant	Background:	Only
include	information	that	directly	supports	understanding	your	argument.	Clear	Thesis	Statement:	Make	your	main	argument	concise,	unambiguous	and	straightforward.	Signposting:	Guide	the	reader	through	your	essays	structure.	Steps	to	Write	an	Essay	Introduction	Now,	using	thisessay	writing	guide,	lets	explore	how	to	create	a	well-structured
introduction	in	ten	steps.	Each	step	is	crucial	inwriting	an	essay	introductionthat	captures	attention	and	presents	the	thesis.	Start	with	a	hook:	Begin	with	something	that	is	engaging.	Use	a	startling	fact,	a	quote	from	a	well-known	figure,	or	a	riveting	story	related	to	your	topic.	This	technique	is	vital	in	understandinghow	to	begin	an	essay
introductionas	it	draws	the	reader	in	and	piques	their	curiosity.	Provide	context:	Offer	a	backdrop	to	the	issue	at	hand.	It	could	involve	historical	context,	current	events,	or	a	summary	of	necessary	research.	Its	about	setting	the	stage	for	your	thesis	and	helping	readers	understand	the	broader	conversation	in	which	your	essay	participates.	Providing
context	is	a	fundamental	part	of	anyessay	writing	guidebecause	it	frames	the	significance	of	your	discussion.	Introduce	the	topic:	Specify	what	your	essay	will	explore.	This	clarification	ensures	that	your	audience	understands	the	specific	aspect	of	the	broader	topic	you	will	address.	Its	crucial	in	essayintroductions	to	prepare	the	reader	for	what	is	to
come.	Define	key	terms:	Clarify	any	terms	or	concepts	that	might	be	unfamiliar	to	your	readers.	This	step	is	essential	to	prevent	misunderstandings	and	make	your	essayeasierfor	a	broader	audience.	Address	the	significance:	Explain	why	the	topic	matters.	Discuss	its	relevance	to	societal	issues,	its	importance	within	academic	fields,	or	its	impact	on
future	research.	Highlighting	the	significance	helps	justify	why	the	topic	warrants	discussion	and	is	crucial	inwriting	an	essay	introduction.	State	your	thesis:	Articulate	your	main	argument	or	the	position	you	will	be	taking	in	the	essay.	This	thesis	statement	should	be	precise	and	assertive,	providing	a	clear	direction	for	the	entire	essay.	It
encapsulates	the	central	theme	of	your	essay	introductionand	sets	expectations	for	the	following	analysis.	Outline	the	structure:	Give	your	readers	a	roadmap	of	what	to	expect	in	the	essay.	Outline	the	essential	points	thatwill	be	talked	aboutin	each	section.	This	part	of	the	introduction	helps	orient	the	reader	and	is	recommended	in	anyessay	writing
guideto	enhance	understanding	of	the	essays	structure.	Highlight	the	stakes:	Detail	what	is	at	risk	in	the	discussion.	What	might	change	based	on	the	outcomes	of	your	argument?	This	element	raises	engagement	by	showing	the	essay	topics	real-world	implications.	Pose	a	rhetorical	question:	Introduce	a	thought-provoking	question	reflecting	your
topic.	This	technique	can	effectively	challenge	your	readers	and	make	them	think	critically	about	the	issueat	hand.	It	adds	depth	to	your	introduction	and	involves	the	audience	in	the	conversation.	Transition	smoothly:	End	with	a	sentence	that	leads	naturally	into	the	main	body	of	your	essay.	It	could	be	a	brief	mention	of	the	first	point	you	will	discuss
or	a	sentence	that	seamlessly	bridges	the	introduction	to	the	body	paragraphs.	For	your	writing	to	flow	and	make	sense,	you	need	to	use	smooth	transitions.	Introduction	Examples	for	an	Essay	To	better	illustratehow	to	begin	an	essay	introduction,	here	are	a	fewintroduction	examples	for	an	essay:	Narrative	Essay:	As	I	navigated	through	the	bustling
streets	of	Tokyo,	enveloped	by	the	neon	glow	and	the	chorus	of	city	sounds,	it	struck	me:	travel	isnt	just	about	places;	its	about	the	people	and	experiences	that	shape	our	views	and	ourselves.	This	essay	delves	into	how	my	experiences	in	Japan	have	profoundly	influenced	my	understanding	of	culture	and	self.	Argumentative	Essay:	While	many	argue
that	fracking	is	a	highly	effective	method	of	extracting	natural	gas,	its	environmental	and	public	health	costs	are	too	significant	to	ignore.	This	essay	argues	against	the	continued	use	of	fracking	techniques	in	the	United	States.	Expository	Essay:	Technology	has	irrevocably	changed	the	workplace,	affectinghow	tasksare	performedand	redefining	the
nature	of	work.	This	essay	examines	the	impact	of	technology	on	productivity	and	employee	engagement.	Read	Also:	Best	Way	to	Structure	Your	Essays	Key	Takeaways	Mastering	the	craft	ofwriting	an	essay	introductionis	crucial	for	any	successful	essay.By	following	the	steps	outlined	in	thisessay	writing	guideand	using	the	providedessay	introduction
examples,	you	can	enhance	your	ability	to	engage	and	persuade	your	readers.Remember	that	the	introduction	is	the	first	chance	you	have	to	make	a	good	impact,	so	make	it	count	by	writing	an	opening	that	is	clear,	informative,	and	interesting.	Oxbridge	Editing	Support:	Perfecting	Your	Essay	Introduction	At	Oxbridge	Editing,	we	understand	the
difficulties	students	face	when	writing	an	essay	introduction.	Learning	how	to	write	an	effective	essay	introduction	is	often	one	of	the	most	challenging	parts	of	essay	writing.	Thats	why	our	essay	editing	services	offer	comprehensive	support	to	help	you	master	this	crucial	element	of	your	paper.	Our	team	of	experienced	editors	works	meticulously	to
enhance	the	clarity	and	style	of	your	introduction.	We	ensure	that	your	opening	paragraph	is	not	only	well-organised	and	impactful	but	also	sets	the	tone	for	the	rest	of	your	essay.By	focusing	on	structure,	coherence,	and	engagement,	we	help	you	create	an	introduction	that	grabs	attention	and	provides	a	clear	roadmap	for	your	argument.	Ordering	is
quick	and	easy:	simply	fill	out	the	form	and	let	us	know	your	requirements.	You	will	receive	an	instant,	bespoke	quote	and	you	can	choose	your	own	delivery	date	based	on	your	deadline.	An	introduction	generally	does	three	things.	The	first	part	is	usually	a	general	comment	that	shows	the	reader	why	the	topic	is	important,	gets	their	interest,	and
leads	them	into	the	topic.	It	isnt	actually	part	of	your	argument.	The	next	part	of	the	introduction	is	the	thesis	statement.	This	is	your	response	to	the	question;	your	final	answer.	It	is	probably	the	most	important	part	of	the	introduction.	Finally,	the	introduction	tells	the	reader	what	they	can	expect	in	the	essay	body.	This	is	where	you	briefly	outline
your	arguments.	Here	is	an	example	of	the	introduction	to	the	question	-	Discuss	how	media	can	influence	children.	Use	specific	examples	to	support	your	view.	One	of	my	friends	a	high-up	professor	in	an	English	university	told	me	he	can	tell	the	grade	a	student	will	get	within	the	first	90	seconds	of	reading	a	paper.	This	makes	the	introduction	the
most	important	paragraph	in	your	whole	paper.	The	introduction	orients	your	reader	to	how	well	you	understand	academic	writing,	your	skills	in	critical	thinking,	your	ability	to	write	professionally	with	minimal	errors,	and	the	depth	of	knowledge	you	have	on	the	topic.	All	in	one	fantastic	paragraph!	No	pressure.	No	wonder	introductions	are	so
difficult	to	write.	If	youre	like	me,	you	find	that	you	can	sit	and	stare	at	a	blank	page	as	the	moments	tick	by.	Youre	just	not	sure	how	to	write	an	introduction!	After	reading	the	top	30	online	articles	on	how	to	write	an	essay	introduction,	I	synthesized	the	five	most	common	steps	that	universities	give	on	how	to	write	an	introduction.	The	five	steps	I
am	going	to	introduce	to	you	in	this	paragraph	are	from	my	I.N.T.R.O.	method.	The	intro	method	provides	an	easy-to-use	acronym	for	how	to	write	an	introduction	that	the	top	universities	recommend.	The	INTRO	methods	steps	are:[I]	Interest:	Provide	an	opening	sentence	that	shows	why	the	topic	is	of	interest	to	everyday	human	beings[N]	Notify:
Notify	the	reader	of	background	or	contextual	information[T]	Translate:	Translate	the	essay	topic	or	question	by	paraphrasing	it[R]	Report:	Report	on	your	position	or	argument[O]	Outline:	Provide	an	outline	of	the	essay	structure	Below,	I	go	through	each	step	one	by	one.	Each	step	is	designed	to	be	written	in	order,	although	you	may	feel	free	to	mix
them	up	after	youve	written	each	sentence	to	make	it	feel	and	read	just	the	way	you	like.	Use	the	INTRO	method	as	a	guide	for	how	to	write	an	introduction	and	get	words	down	on	paper.	As	I	often	argue	on	this	website,	just	writing	something	is	often	the	hardest	part.	You	may	also	find	that	some	essay	introductions	work	better	without	one	or	more
of	these	5	steps.	That	is	okay,	too.	Use	these	5	steps	as	advice	on	points	to	include	in	an	introduction	and	adjust	them	as	you	need.	You	may	find	in	your	specific	area	of	study	you	need	to	add	or	remove	other	sentences.	Play	around	with	your	introduction	until	you	feel	comfortable	with	it.	So	dont	be	too	hard	on	yourself:	have	a	go	at	a	draft	of	your
introduction	with	no	pressure	to	use	it	in	the	end.	Youll	find	by	the	time	youve	written	these	five	sentences	youll	have	the	creative	juices	flowing	and	a	compelling	introduction	will	be	down	on	paper	in	no	time.	Provide	an	opening	sentence	that	shows	why	the	topic	is	interesting	to	everyday	human	beings	Nearly	every	source	on	how	to	write	an
introduction	that	I	found	online	recommended	that	your	first	sentence	be	an	engaging	hook.	Most	sources	highlight	that	the	hook	sentence	should	draw	in	the	readers	interest	in	order	to	make	your	piece	stand	out.	The	marker	wants	to	see	if	you	understand	why	this	topic	is	of	interest	is	in	the	first	place.	They	want	to	see	if	you	get	it	from	the	very
start.	I	also	recommend	that	you	view	the	hook	as	an	opportunity	to	show	why	the	topic	is	interesting	to	everyday	human	beings.	This	makes	it	relevant	to	your	reader.	To	show	you	understand	why	the	topic	is	of	interest	in	the	first	place,	aim	to	do	one	of	the	following	things:	Show	what	makes	the	topic	worth	discussing.	Your	Interest	sentence	might
help	show	why	someone	should	care	about	the	topic.	Will	it	affect	our	livelihoods?	Will	it	harm	us?	Make	our	work	lives	easier?	The	more	relatable	this	point	is	to	real	human	lives,	the	better.	Highlight	the	single	most	interesting	point	in	the	essay.	You	might	notice	that	you	have	already	pointed	out	this	interesting	hook	somewhere	in	your	essay.	Find
that	interesting,	relatable	point	and	make	it	the	opening	sentence	of	your	introduction.	Use	an	interesting	fact	or	figure	to	show	the	topics	importance.	Percentages	or	real	numbers	about	how	many	people	are	or	would	be	impacted	by	the	issue	help	to	show	the	topics	importance.	This	will	create	reader	interest	with	a	wow	factor.	Show	how	the	essay
topic	is	relevant	to	todays	world.	If	youre	struggling	to	identify	this	interesting	hook,	go	onto	google	and	find	news	reports	related	to	your	topic.	How	has	the	topic	made	it	into	the	news	recently?	The	news	report	will	help	you	to	brainstorm	why	this	topic	is	of	interest	to	the	everyday	lives	of	real	human	beings.	However,	do	not	overstate	the	issue.	You
should	provide	a	clear,	reasonable	perspective	in	this	first	sentence	rather	than	an	over-the-top	claim.	For	example,	aim	to	avoid	hyperbolic	or	overly	emotional	phrases:	Too	much	hyperbole	and	emotion:Professionally	crafted	phrase:For	the	sake	of	the	survival	of	humankind,	A	prosperous	future	may	requireThe	outrageous	murder	of	whales	by
fishermen	in	the	Pacific	is	a	tragedy	for	mankind.The	killing	of	whales	in	the	Pacific	is	condemned	internationally	by	respected	bodies	such	as	the	United	Nations.It	has	always	been	the	case	thatThere	has	long	been	scientific	consensus	that	To	find	out	more	about	retracting	over-the-top	emotion	and	hyperbole,	we	have	put	together	a	guide	on
academic	language	that	you	may	like	to	read.	To	summarize,	I	recommend	that	your	first	step	in	how	to	write	an	introduction	is	to	write	a	hook	sentence	that	focuses	on	why	the	topic	is	interesting	to	everyday	human	beings.	Use	sober,	clear	facts	about	the	importance	of	the	topic	to	real	human	lives	to	get	yourself	started.	Read	Also:	My	Suggested
Best	Words	to	Start	a	ParagraphNotify	the	reader	of	background	or	contextual	information	Nearly	every	source	I	found	also	recommended	that	you	provide	brief	background	or	contextual	information.	Background	or	contextual	information	shows	your	depth	of	knowledge	and	understanding	of	the	topic.	Here	are	some	examples	of	context	for	a	few
topics:	Topic	Example	of	brief	contextualization	Climate	ChangeClimate	change	only	made	its	way	into	the	worlds	focus	in	the	early	2000s,	even	though	scientists	knew	about	it	as	early	as	the	1980s.Harry	PotterJK	Rowling	came	up	with	the	idea	for	the	Harry	Potter	series	while	on	a	train	in	Britain.SnowboardingIn	the	mid-1980s	snowboarding	was
considered	a	rebellious,	anti-social	sport	that	was	banned	on	many	ski	resorts	through	the	1990s.United	States	HistoryThe	United	States	was	settled	by	British-born	Europeans	in	the	1500s,	although	it	had	been	inhabited	for	many	thousands	of	years	previously	by	the	Indigenous	people	of	North	America.	Hopefully,	you	can	see	here	that	giving
context	is	a	way	of	showing	that	you	have	a	really	strong	or	deep	knowledge	of	the	history	or	background	story	of	the	topic.	This	is	your	chance	to	differentiate	your	depth	of	knowledge	from	other	students.	A	sentence	or	two	giving	some	of	this	context	also	helps	to	show	off	your	knowledge	right	from	the	start.	Most	sources	recommend	only	providing
one	or	two	sentences	of	background	information.	This	will	help	you	to	show	off	your	knowledge	without	stealing	content	from	the	body	of	your	essay.	The	body	of	the	essay	will	add	depth	and	detail	to	your	points	in	the	introduction,	so	feel	free	to	leave	out	examples	and	explanations	beyond	your	engaging	sentence	or	two:	you	will	have	time	in	the
body	of	the	essay	to	elaborate.	Translate	the	essay	topic	or	question	This	point	was	mentioned	by	more	than	half	the	websites	I	found	giving	advice	on	how	to	write	an	introduction.	Many	universities	recommend	re-stating	the	essay	topic	or	question	in	your	own	words.	This	helps	your	marker	to	see	that	you	understand	the	topic	and	are	directly
addressing	it.	Here	are	some	examples	of	essay	questions	and	ways	you	can	re-state	the	essay	question	in	your	introduction:	Essay	QuestionRephrased	in	a	Sentence	in	the	IntroductionHow	can	knowledge	about	history	help	us	to	improve	our	lives	in	the	future?	The	study	of	history	is	important	because	it	helps	civilization	not	to	repeat	the	mistakes	of
the	past.	Paying	attention	to	the	mistakes	of	history	will	improve	the	lives	of	millions	of	people	in	the	future.	Critique	how	the	struggle	between	capitalism	and	communism	shaped	the	second	half	of	the	20th	Century.After	World	War	2,	the	worlds	focus	quickly	shifted	to	the	uneasy	relationship	between	the	communist	ideology	of	the	Soviet	Union	and
the	capitalist	ideology	of	the	United	States.	The	40	years	between	1950	and	1990	were	heavily	shaped	by	the	conflicts	and	proxy	wars	between	capitalism	and	communism.	(See	also:	examples	of	ideologies).What	is	the	lasting	impact	of	European	Colonisation	in	the	21st	Century?	European	colonization	lasted	between	the	1500s	and	1800s.	At	this
time,	French,	Dutch,	British,	Spanish,	and	Portuguese	naval	powers	raced	to	assert	domination	over	the	world.	The	Americas,	Asia,	Africa,	and	Antipodes	were	rapidly	colonized	by	European	powers.	This	European	colonization	continues	to	have	an	enormous	impact	on	the	livelihoods,	health,	and	welfare	of	hundreds	of	millions	of	Indigenous	peoples.
Something	to	keep	in	mind	is	that	you	do	not	want	to	appear	to	be	re-stating	the	essay	question	simply	to	take	up	extra	words.	We	call	this	padding.	An	example	of	padding	is	when	a	student	drops	the	essay	question	in	as	a	question,	word-for-word:	How	can	knowledge	about	history	help	us	to	improve	our	lives	in	the	future?	This	is	the	question	that
will	be	answered	in	this	essay.	This	essay	will	answer	the	question	What	is	the	lasting	impact	of	European	Colonisation	in	the	21st	Century?	Do	not	drop	the	essay	question	into	the	introduction	without	paraphrasing	or	surrounding	explanation.	If	you	do	this,	your	marker	will	think	youre	just	trying	to	add	words	to	the	introduction	because	youre	not
sure	of	anything	interesting	to	say	Report	your	position	or	argument	Most	essays	do	not	require	you	to	take	a	stance	on	an	issue.	Essays	that	do	require	you	to	take	a	stance	are	called	either	argumentative	essays	or	persuasive	essays.	If	you	are	writing	a	persuasive	essay,	you	will	need	to	include	Step	4:	Report.	For	this	step,	youll	need	to	state	where
you	stand	on	the	issue:	Question	for	a	Persuasive	EssayStated	Position	in	the	IntroductionCan	knowledge	about	history	help	us	to	improve	our	lives	in	the	future?	This	essay	demonstrates	that	knowledge	about	history	is	invaluable	in	helping	current	generations	learn	the	lessons	of	the	past	in	order	that	have	a	safer,	healthier,	and	more	prosperous
future.	Did	the	20th	Century	prove	that	communism	does	not	work?	The	cold	war	between	the	United	States	and	the	Soviet	Union	concluded	with	the	fall	of	the	Soviet	Union	and	the	movement	of	democratic	capitalism	further	into	Eastern	Europe.	This	essay	argues	that	the	long	decades	of	suffering,	government	corruption,	and	limited	individual
freedoms	in	the	Soviet	Union	demonstrated	that	communism	is	impractical	when	put	into	practice.	Should	Europe	have	Colonised	Africa?	While	many	scholars	argue	that	European	colonization	of	Africa	brought	increased	opportunities	and	healthcare	to	Indigenous	peoples,	the	argument	that	European	colonization	also	brought	disease,	mass	slavery,
and	disrupted	livelihoods	convincingly	demonstrate	that	European	colonization	should	not	have	occurred.	Keep	in	mind	that	essays	should	never	leave	a	reader	confused.	Essay	writing	is	not	like	creative	writing:	your	reader	must	always	know	whats	going	to	be	said	right	from	the	start.	When	reading	to	gather	information,	readers	dont	like	to	be
surprised.	They	want	the	facts	up-front.	Therefore,	your	marker	will	expect	to	know	what	your	stance	is	on	the	issue	right	from	the	introduction	onwards.	Provide	an	outline	of	the	Essay	Structure	This	last	point	on	how	to	write	an	introduction	is	important	and	separates	average	students	from	top	students.	Introductions	should	always	highlight	the
key	points	that	will	be	made	in	an	essay.	Academic	writing	should	never	surprise	the	reader.	The	fact	that	steps	4	and	5	both	highlight	that	you	should	orient	your	marker	reinforces	the	importance	of	this.	Always,	always,	guide	your	markers	reading	experience.	Your	essay	should	signpost	all	key	concepts,	theories,	and	main	sections	that	make	up
your	essay.	If	an	important	point	is	made	in	the	essay	but	not	signposted	in	the	introduction,	you	are	likely	to	confuse	your	marker.	A	confused	marker	very	rapidly	lowers	your	mark.	Too	often,	students	fail	to	outline	key	points	of	their	essays	in	the	introduction.	Make	a	habit	of	signposting	your	key	ideas,	points,	theories,	or	concepts	you	will	cover	in
the	introduction	in	order	to	gain	marks.	It	is	always	easier	to	write	this	outline	once	the	essay	plan	is	written.	You	will	then	be	able	to	gather	together	the	key	points	that	you	listed	in	your	essay	plan	and	include	them	in	the	introduction.	The	outline	of	the	essay	structure	can	only	be	one	or	two	sentences	long.	You	can	state	as	your	last	sentence	in
your	introduction:	Firstly,	this	essay	then,	,	and	finally	The	essay	opens	with	,	then,	,	and	then	closes	with	After	exploring	,	and	,	this	essay	will	conclude	with	Try	to	outline	the	issues	you	will	cover	in	order.	Providing	an	orderly	outline	of	your	essay	is	very	helpful	for	your	reader.	Now,	I	know	that	some	people	dont	like	this	method.	Let	me	reassure
you	with	this	study	from	Theresa	Thonney	in	2016.	Thonney	examined	600	top-ranking	articles	in	fields	including	Literature,	Music,	Environmental	Sciences,	Nutrition,	Inter-Cultural	Studies,	and	more	to	see	how	many	articles	used	this	method.	In	other	words,	she	completed	a	comprehensive	study	of	whether	professional,	published	authors	use	this
method	of	orientating	the	reader	to	the	structure	of	the	article.	Thonney	found	that	100%	of	top-ranking	articles	she	looked	at	in	the	Astronomy	field	used	this	method.	98%	of	articles	in	Sociology	journals	used	this	method.	In	fact,	the	field	with	the	lowest	amount	of	authors	who	use	this	method	is	Art,	which	had	76%	of	authors	use	this	method.	In
other	words,	even	the	lowest	result	she	found	showed	that	three	in	every	four	professional	authors	use	this	method.	So,	you	should	too.	Lets	sum	point	5	up	by	reinforcing	this	very	important	rule:	your	marker	should	always	be	very	clear	about	what	they	will	read,	and	in	what	order,	to	improve	their	reading	experience.	I	want	to	conclude	this	post
with	an	outline	of	some	of	the	worst	things	you	can	do	in	an	introduction.	The	introduction	sets	the	scene,	so	you	want	to	make	a	good	impression.	You	dont	want	your	marker	taking	away	marks	due	to	one	of	these	top	mistakes:	Rhetorical	Questions.	Vague	padding.	Dictionary	definitions.	Sometimes,	teachers	also	recommend	avoiding	referencing	in
introductions.	I	have	colleagues	who	absolutely	refuse	to	let	students	include	references	in	their	introductions.	Personally,	I	think	thats	absurd	if	a	reference	is	required,	include	it!	However,	check	with	your	teacher	on	their	personal	preferences	here	as	I	know	this	is	a	point	of	contention	in	faculty	lounges.	The	introduction	is	important	for	creating	a
strong	first	impression,	especially	since	markers	often	make	up	their	mind	about	your	grade	very	early	on	in	the	marking	process.	Introductions	are	best	written	last.	That	way,	you	will	be	able	to	include	all	the	signposting	you	need	to	do	(step	5),	have	a	good	understanding	of	the	context	(step	2),	and	be	more	certain	about	what	your	stance	is	on	the
issue	(step	4).	Heres	the	five	INTRO	steps	Id	encourage	you	to	use	every	time:[I]	Interest:	Provide	an	opening	sentence	that	shows	why	the	topic	is	of	interest	to	everyday	human	beings[N]	Notify:	Notify	the	reader	of	background	or	contextual	information[T]	Translate:	Translate	the	essay	topic	or	question	by	paraphrasing	it[R]	Report:	Report	on	your
position	or	argument[O]	Outline:	Provide	an	outline	of	the	essay	structure	Once	you	have	written	your	introduction,	it	is	a	good	idea	to	put	it	away	for	a	few	days	and	then	come	back	to	edit	it	with	fresh	eyes.	Remember	that	grammar	and	punctuation	are	important	in	the	introduction.	You	want	to	leave	a	good	impression.	If	you	have	a	friend	who	can
read	the	draft	for	you	and	give	you	tips,	or	if	your	teacher	has	drop-in	hours,	use	them	to	get	some	tips	on	how	to	write	an	introduction,	what	sounds	right,	want	sounds	off,	and	how	you	might	be	able	to	improve	your	introduction.	Once	you	have	written	your	introduction,	you	might	want	to	have	a	look	at	our	guidance	on	how	to	write	conclusions	in
order	to	end	your	piece	as	strongly	as	you	started!	People	often	think	conclusions	are	just	like	introductions.	Thats	not	true.	Conclusions	are	unique	paragraphs,	so	head	over	to	our	guidance	on	conclusions	now	to	get	the	support	you	need	on	writing	the	best	conclusion	you	can.	
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