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Are	you	a	working	professional	who	wants	to	build	his	career	in	project	management?	Or	are	you	an	experienced	project	manager	who	wishes	to	attest	his	knowledge	and	experience?	If	yes,	then	you	must	be	planning	for	PMP	certification.	Due	to	the	fact,	that	this	is	the	major	step	to	get	recognition	in	the	market	and	attests	to	your	knowledge	in
project	management.	Now	before	gearing	up	for	the	PMP	exam,	generally	PMP	certification	aspirants	wonder	about	two	questions	i.e.	PMP	passing	score	and	what	the	PMP	exam	pass	rate	is.In	this	article,	we	will	explain	to	you	about	the	PMP	exam,	PMP	passing	score,	PMP	exam	pass	rate,	and	interpretation	of	PMP	exam	results.	This	will	help	you
to	understand	about	PMP	certification	exam,	PMP	passing	score,	and	PMP	exam	pass	rate	in	detail.Before	diving	into	the	details	of	the	PMP	passing	score	and	PMP	exam	pass	rate,	let	us	first	talk	about	PMP	Certification.PMP	BenefitsPMP	certification	is	a	globally	recognized,	most	popular,	and	valuable	credential	for	project	managers	in	the	industry.
This	certification	shows	that	you	have	the	experience,	training,	and	competency	to	lead	and	direct	the	project.	This	recognition	is	seen	through	expanded	marketability	to	employers	and	a	higher	salary.PMP	certification	is	worldwide	recognized	regardless	of	industry,	profession,	or	geographical	scope	of	operation.Besides,	as	per	the	Project
Management	Institute	survey,	this	PMP	certification	positively	impacts	project	manager	salaries	by	an	average	of	25%	more	than	their	noncertified	professionals.PMP	certification	holds	the	global	standards	of	excellence	for	validating	the	skills	and	the	knowledge	essential	in	a	project	management	team.	It	further	ensures	that	PMP	certified
individuals	speak	and	understand	the	global	language	of	project	management.Moreover,	PMP	certification	helps	you	to	expand	your	network	by	connecting	you	to	a	community	of	professionals,	organizations,	and	experts	worldwide.	Your	entry	could	not	be	saved.	Please	try	again.	We	sent	links	to	your	email!	You	should	have	received	an	email	from	us
already.	If	you	did	not	receive,	make	sure	you	check	your	spam	folders	and	add	projecthipo.com	to	safe	senders	list	to	receive	our	emails.	PMP	Certification	Eligibility	CriteriaTo	apply	for	PMP	certification,	you	need	to	meet	the	below	PMP	prerequisites	or	eligibility	criteria:Check	your	education	and	experience	level	against	the	eligibility	criteria	as
per	prerequisites	of	PMP	certification	mentioned	below.You	need	to	attend	project	management	training	from	a	recognized	training	institute	and	earn	35	PDUs	or	contact	hours.Once	you	fulfil	both	PMP	certification	requirements,	then	you	need	to	plan	to	appear	for	the	PMP	exam.S.No.Requirement	in	EducationExperience	in	leading	and	directing
projects35	Contact	Hours1You	need	to	attend	4	year	Degree	CourseYou	need	to	have	3	years	leading	the	project	with	4500	Hours35	Hours	of	project	management	education/training2Secondary	degree	i.e.	High	School	Diploma	or	global	equivalentYou	need	to	have	5	years	leading	the	project	with	7500	hoursRemember	that	all	the	experience
pertaining	to	project	management	must	have	been	gained	within	the	last	8	consecutive	years	prior	to	your	submission	of	application.Now,	let	us	first	talk	about	the	PMP	exam.What	is	the	PMP	Exam?To	become	PMP	certified,	you	need	to	appear	for	the	PMP	certification	exam.	This	exam	is	conducted	by	the	Project	Management	Institute	(PMI).PMP
Exam	contains	180	questions.	There	are	230	minutes	to	complete	the	exam.	The	PMP	Exam	Questions	will	be	a	combination	of	multiple-choice,	multiple	responses,	matching,	hotspot,	and	limited	fill-in-the-blank	types	of	questions.The	main	purpose	of	PMI	to	include	these	questions	in	the	PMP	exam	is	to	monitor	the	performance	of	these	questions
and	validate	them	for	inclusion	in	the	future	exam	database.These	questions	are	randomly	placed	all	across	the	PMP	exam.	Here,	the	challenge	is	that	you	cannot	identify	these	pretest	questions	in	the	exam	as	they	are	randomly	placed.You	have	to	attempt	all	the	questions	with	the	same	sincerity.PMP	exam	is	a	closed	book	exam.	Hence,	you	cannot
refer	to	any	material	during	the	exam.You	will	be	given	4	hours	to	finish	the	PMP	exam.	Remember	that	there	are	no	scheduled	breaks	during	the	examination.	If	you	need	then	you	are	allowed	to	take	the	break	but	your	exam	clock	continues	to	count	down.Before	the	PMP	exam	has	started,	you	will	get	15	minutes	to	go	through	the	tutorial	followed
by	a	survey.	It	is	not	mandatory	and	this	time	is	not	included	in	the	exam	time	of	4	hours.Main	points	to	remember	for	PMP	Exam	are:This	exam	is	just	not	a	test	of	the	information	of	the	main	reference	book	i.e.	PMBOK	GuideYou	cannot	pass	the	exam	by	only	focusing	on	real-world	experience.PMP	training	in	project	management	which	is	aligned	to
the	PMBOK	Guide	plays	a	vital	role	in	passing	the	PMP	Exam.Furthermore,	this	exam	has	been	designed	to	objectively	assess	and	measure	project	management	knowledge.Besides,	certified	PMP	experts	write	and	review	all	the	questions	on	the	exam.	Moreover,	these	questions	are	mapped	with	the	PMP	Exam	Content	Outline	to	ensure	that	an
appropriate	number	of	questions	are	placed	in	the	PMP	Exam.The	basis	of	the	PMP	Exam	is	the	blueprint	contained	in	the	PMP	Exam	Content	Outline.	This	lists	the	percentage	of	questions	contained	in	each	project	management	process	group.Questions	in	the	PMP	exam	are	generally	based	on	PMBOK	Guide	and	Code	of	Ethics	and	Professional
Responsibility.	Hence,	PMP	aspirant	needs	to	demonstrate	his	proficiency	in	5	domains.		The	below	table	represents	the	percentage	of	questions	pertaining	to	each	of	the	domain	areas.Domain/Project	Management	Process	GroupPercentage	of	QuestionsInitiating13%Planning24%Executing31%Monitoring	and	Controlling25%Closing7%PMP	Passing
ScoreThere	is	a	common	belief	that	61%	is	the	PMP	passing	score	however	it	is	not	an	official	score	announced	by	PMI.In	actuality,	there	is	no	fixed	PMP	passing	score.	The	fact	is	that	no	two	PMP	candidates	will	get	the	same	set	of	questions.	Therefore	the	passing	score	will	vary.Moreover,	it	depends	upon	the	difficulty	level	of	the	question	you	will
get	in	the	PMP	exam.	Besides,	each	question	does	not	have	equal	weightage.	If	you	are	lucky	enough	to	get	easy	questions	in	the	PMP	exam	then	the	PMP	passing	score	will	be	higher	in	your	case	as	compared	to	the	PMP	aspirant	who	will	get	relatively	more	difficult	questions.	As	a	result,	it	becomes	even	more	inconclusive	to	determine	how	much
PMP	aspirants	need	to	score	in	order	to	pass	the	exam.The	best	rule	is	to	not	worry	about	the	PMP	passing	score.	We	recommend	PMP	aspirants	to	study	well	and	practice	multiple	mock	exams	and	questions	from	different	sources.	You	should	try	to	achieve	75%	or	more	in	your	practice	exams	consistently	to	build	your	confidence	and	make	yourself
pass	the	PMP	exam	confidently.PMP	Exam	Pass	RateWhat	was	the	past	rate	before?In	earlier	times	till	2005,	PMI	has	set	the	PMP	passing	score	as	68.5%.	This	means	PMP	aspirants	need	to	correctly	answer	137	questions	out	of	200	questions.	After	some	time,	PMI	drastically	increased	the	PMP	passing	score	to	80.6%	(This	means	you	need	to	score
141	out	of	175	questions	correctly).	Further	then	PMI	observed	that	there	was	a	reduction	in	the	number	of	candidates	at	this	score	considerably.	Then	in	2	months	time	period,	they	revised	the	PMP	passing	score	from	80.6%	to	60.6%	and	it	was	last	published	PMP	passing	score.	It	means	that	PMP	aspirants	need	to	answer	106	or	more	out	of	175
questions	correctly.Further	in	the	year	2007,	PMI	changed	the	criteria	for	passing	the	PMP	exam.	It	started	declaring	results	through	proficiency	level	for	each	domain	in	test	results	rather	than	percentages	in	each	domain.PMI	adopted	a	more	scientific	approach	by	using	the	sound	psychometric	analysis	to	determine	the	PMP	passing	score.	PMI
makes	use	of	subject	matter	experts	across	the	globe	that	cross-references	the	data	of	how	candidates	have	actually	performed	to	make	sure	that	level	of	difficulty	on	each	PMP	exam	is	justified.What	is	the	PMP	Exam	Pass	Rate	Now?In	the	current	state,	when	you	appear	for	the	PMP	exam,	test	results	will	represent	the	proficiency	level	i.e.	whether
the	PMP	candidate	is	‘Proficient’	or	‘Moderately	Proficient’	or	‘Below	Proficient’	in	each	of	5	domains.	Now,	you	will	not	get	to	know	the	numerical	percentage	you	have	scored	in	each	of	the	5	domains.PMP	passing	score	is	based	on	how	you	rank	in	each	of	the	five	Process	Groups,	compared	to	average	global	rankings	of	other	exam	takers	and
certified	project	management	professionals.It	further	ensures	that	the	exam	is	fairly	done	to	provide	project	management	statistics	and	overall	industry	knowledge	assessments	on	a	global	level.The	PMP	exam	pass	rate	is	the	total	number	of	people	who	passed	the	exam	divided	by	the	total	number	of	students	sat	for	the	exam.PMP	Exam	Pass	Rate	=
(Number	of	People	Passed	the	PMP	Exam)/	(Number	of	People	Sat	for	the	PMP	Exam)Of	course,	there	are	statistics	in	PMI	for	these	numbers	however	they	do	not	disclose	this	information.	There	are	some	guesses,	interpreted	numbers	but	no	one	knows	the	actual	PMP	exam	pass	rate.Interpretation	of	proficiency	levels	to	understand	PMP	resultPMI
has	not	given	any	clear	indication	that	what	will	be	the	combination	of	proficiency	levels	which	lead	to	overall	PMP	results.	On	analyzing	various	reports	of	PMP	exam	results,	we	have	derived	below	observations:If	PMP	candidate	achieves	‘Proficient’	in	all	5	domains	then	undoubtedly	you	have	reached	the	PMP	exam	pass	rate.Incase	PMP	candidates
achieve	‘Proficient’	in	4	domains	and	‘Moderately	Proficient’	in	1	domain	then	you	have	reached	the	PMP	exam	pass	rateIncase	PMP	candidate	achieves	‘Moderately	Proficient’	in	all	5	domains,	then	you	may	have	reached	the	PMP	exam	pass	rate.If	PMP	candidate	achieves	‘Proficient’	in	3	domains	and	‘Below	Proficient’	in	2	domains,	then	there	is	a
high	probability	that	you	will	pass	the	PMP	examIncase	PMP	candidate	achieves	‘Moderately	Proficient’	in	4	domains	and	‘Below	Proficient’	in	1	domain	then	most	probably	you	will	pass	the	PMP	examIf	PMP	candidate	achieves	‘Below	Proficient’	in	3	domains	regardless	of	what	you	have	achieved	in	the	other	3	domain	then	most	likely	you	won’t	be
able	to	reach	the	PMP	exam	pass	rateIncase	PMP	candidate	achieves	‘Moderately	Proficient’	in	3	domains	and	‘Below	Proficient’	in	2	domains,	then	it	is	very	likely	that	you	will	fail	the	examIf	PMP	candidate	achieves	‘Below	Proficient’	in	more	than	3	domains,	then	most	likely	you	will	not	reach	the	PMP	exam	pass	rate.Below	find	the	sample	of	PMP
Exam	Report,	we	get	once	we	pass	the	PMP	examinationSource:	Master	of	Project	AcademyYou	can	see	Donald	Wheeler’s	full	PMP	pass	report	here.ConclusionThere	is	no	official	PMP	passing	score	or	PMP	exam	pass	rate	declared	by	PMI.	The	last	published	PMP	Passing	score	was	61%.	Now	PMI	doesn’t	declare	the	percentage	you	score	in	each	of	5
domains.	In	fact,	PMP	exam	results	are	based	on	proficiency	level	i.e.	‘Proficient’,	‘Moderately	Proficient’,	or	‘Below	Proficient’.	Hence,	there	is	no	fixed	PMP	passing	score.	The	best	way	to	go	for	the	PMP	exam	is	not	to	worry	about	the	PMP	exam	pass	rate.	Try	to	focus	on	scoring	more	than	75%	in	your	practice	exams	to	sit	and	pass	the	PMP	exam
confidently.Once	you’ve	earned	your	PMP,	the	next	step	is	keeping	it	in	good	standing.	You	need	to	earn	PMP	PDUs	to	keep	your	PMP	in	good	standing.	Learn	11	Ways	to	Earn	PMP	PDUs.	Whether	you’re	a	full-time	professional	or	a	weekend	warrior,	Master	of	Project	offers	flexible	study	formats	to	match	your	schedule	and	learning	style.	Proven
Success	Rates	&	Positive	ReviewsWith	a	global	student	base	and	thousands	of	successful	PMP	alumni,	Master	of	Project	has	earned	a	reputation	for	quality,	reliability,	and	results.	Affordable	and	AccessibleCompared	to	other	providers,	Master	of	Project	offers	affordable	packages	without	compromising	on	content	or	support—making	it	a	smart
investment	for	serious	PMP	candidates.Project	Hipo:	Helping	You	Choose	the	Best	Path	to	PMP	SuccessAt	Project	Hipo,	we	don’t	sell	courses—we	evaluate	and	recommend	the	most	effective	ones,	so	you	don’t	waste	time	or	money.	We	understand	that	preparing	for	the	PMP	exam	is	a	major	commitment.	That’s	why	we	carefully	review	providers	like
Master	of	Project	to	help	you	make	informed	decisions.If	you’re	aiming	to	meet	or	exceed	the	PMI	PMP	passing	score,	we	confidently	suggest	starting	your	journey	with	Master	of	Project.Final	Thoughts:	Prepare	Smart,	Pass	ConfidentlyThe	PMP	certification	is	a	career-defining	credential,	and	understanding	how	the	exam	is	scored	is	just	the
beginning.	Choosing	the	right	training	provider	can	make	all	the	difference.Let	Project	Hipo	guide	you	to	the	best	resources—starting	with	Master	of	Project—to	help	you	pass	the	PMP	exam	on	your	first	attempt	and	advance	your	project	management	career	with	confidence.	In	this	article	you	will	find	in-depth	information	about	PMP	exam	report,
historical	passing	score	&	percentage,	current	passing	criteria	&	grading	system.Do	you	know	what	the	PMP	passing	score	is?No	one	knows	what	the	PMP	Passing	Score	is.Yes!	That’s	true.	No	one	really	knows	about	the	passing	score	for	the	PMP	certification	exam.OK!	The	above	statement	may	not	be	entirely	true.	PMI	folks	might	know	what	the
PMP	passing	percentage	or	score	is.	Or	they	might	not!	There	may	not	be	a	definite	score	for	passing	or	failing	in	the	PMP	test.For	a	very	long	time,	PMI	has	kept	the	passing	criterion	of	credential	exams	under	wraps.	They	have	given	out	little	information.	There	are	several	opinions,	many	inferences,	plentiful	rumors	and	some	lies	regarding	the	PMP
test	passing	criteria.	But	no	one,	except	for	PMI,	knows	what	the	PMP	passing	criterion	is.In	the	Internet	chatter,	you	might	find	people	claiming	61%	(or	62%)	to	be	the	passing	score.	But	this	is	just	a	popular	opinion	–	it	has	little	relevance.Popular	opinion	is	the	greatest	lie	in	the	world.Thomas	CarlyleFacts	About	PMP	Passing	ScoreBrief	HistoryFact
II	passed	my	Exam	in	the	year	2005.	In	those	days,	there	was	a	definite	passing	percentage	–	it	was	68.5%.	The	PMP	aspirants	were	required	to	mark	137	questions	correctly	out	of	possible	200	(175	regular	questions	and	25	pilot	questions)	to	get	the	coveted	PMP	certification.	Shortly	after	I	completed	my	certification,	PMI	changed	the	passing
percentage	to	60.6%	(106	correct	questions	out	of	175	regular	questions).Fact	IIIn	the	year	2006,	PMI	stopped	publishing	the	passing	score.	The	last	published	passing	score	was	60.6%.Fact	IIIIn	the	year	2007,	PMI	changed	the	test	passing	criterion.	Since	then,	the	passing	criterion	is	little	obscure.	The	exam	score	report	does	not	contain
percentage	of	correct	or	incorrect	questions.	It	contains	something	equivalent	to	grades.	These	grades	were	called	proficiency	levels.	The	candidates	were	given	one	of	the	three	proficiency	levels	viz.	proficient,	moderately	proficient,	and	below	proficient	on	each	of	the	five	tested	domains.Refer	to	the	next	section	for	more	details	about	the	grading
system.Facts	I	–	III	are	historical	facts.	They	have	very	little	relevance	today.	Let’s	us	understand	the	current	scenario.Current	ScenarioFact	IVPMI	yet	again	changed	the	changed	the	grading	system	in	the	year	2017.	The	prevailing	system	was	launched	on	August	28,	2018.	Instead	of	proficiency	levels,	the	score	report	now	contains	four	performance
rating	categories	viz.	above	target,	target,	below	target,	needs	improvement.Fact	VThere	is	little	clarity	on	how	grading	was	done	historically	or	how	it	is	done	today.	But	we	know	for	sure	that	you	can	pass	the	exam	even	if	you	score	‘Below	Target’	in	one	of	the	domains.	I	have	seen	many	people	who	got	below	target	in	one	of	the	domains	but	still
passed	the	exam.You	can	also	look	at	an	historical	example.	Refer	to	the	PMP	Exam	Score	report	below.	One	of	my	Linkedin	Acquaintances	shared	his	report	with	me.	You	would	notice	that	this	person	got	‘Below	Proficient’	in	one	of	the	domains	but	still	passed	the	exam.Click	to	EnlargePMP	Grading	SystemPMI	tests	candidates’	knowledge	for	five
different	domains	viz.	Initiating,	Planning,	Executing,	Monitoring	&	Controlling,	and	Closing.	You	can	refer	to	my	article	on	PMP	Exam	Changes	in	January	2016	for	details	about	these	5	domains.	Since	2007,	PMI	has	been	grading	the	candidates	on	each	of	these	5	domains.Upon	completion	of	the	computer-based	examination,	each	candidate	receives
a	printed	copy	of	the	test	results.	In	addition	to	the	overall	pass/fail	status,	the	exam	report	contains	candidate’s	performance	grade	for	each	domain.	The	grades	are	provided	to	both	passing	and	failing	candidates.	These	were	assigned	based	on	the	number	of	questions	answered	correctly	within	the	domain.	It	provides	a	direction	about	candidates’
strengths	and	weaknesses.The	exam	results	report	contains:A	pass/fail	result	that	is	generated	based	on	the	overall	performance	of	the	candidate.A	performance	grade	for	each	of	the	five	tested	domains.You	can	download	a	sample	exam	report	and	results	analysis	page	from	PMI’s	website.Proficiency	LevelsThe	PMP	exam	score	report	used	to	grade
the	candidate	on	a	3	point	scale	called	proficiency	levels.	Each	topic	domain	was	assigned	one	of	three	levels	of	proficiency	—	Proficient,	Moderately	Proficient	and	Below	Proficient.PMI	defined	the	levels	of	“proficiency”	as	follows:Proficient	–	indicates	performance	is	above	the	average	level	of	knowledge	in	this	chapter.Moderately	Proficient	–
indicates	performance	that	is	at	the	average	level	of	knowledge	in	this	chapter.Below	Proficient	–	indicates	performance	is	below	the	average	level	of	knowledge	in	this	chapter.Performance	CategoriesThe	PMP	exam	results	report	currently	grades	the	candidate	on	a	4	point	scale	called	performance	rating	categories.	Each	topic	domain	is	assigned
one	of	four	performance	ratings	—	above	target,	target,	below	target,	needs	improvement.	Here	is	an	excerpt	from	PMI’s	website.Above	Target:	Performance	exceeds	minimum	requirements.Target:	Performance	meets	minimum	requirements.Below	Target:	Performance	slightly	below	target	and	fails	to	meet	minimum	requirements.	Additional
preparation	is	recommended	before	re-examination.Needs	Improvement:	Performance	is	well-below	target	and	fails	to	meet	minimum	requirements.	Additional	preparation	is	strongly	recommended	before	re-examination.Final	WordsPMI	has	provided	little	detail	on	how	the	grading	system	works	or	how	the	proficiency	levels	are	given.	PMI’s	grading
system	is	open	to	conjecture	and	inferences.	We	don’t	know	what	combination	of	performance	grades	is	good	for	passing	the	exam.	As	a	PMP	aspirant,	you	have	to	prepare	well.	You	should	not	get	swayed	by	the	popular	opinions.Now	the	pertinent	question	would	be	–	if	there	is	no	passing	score	how	would	you	know	if	you	have	prepared	well	for	the
exam?	You	will	find	answer	to	this	question	in	the	part	II	of	this	article	–	Best	Way	to	Determine	PMP	Exam	Passing	Score.Note:	You	can	also	read	my	article	on	percentage	of	people	who	pass	the	PMP	exam.Over	To	YouPlease	share	your	opinion	about	the	exam	scoring	process	in	the	comments	below.I	would	also	request	the	certified	PMPs	to	share
their	results.	It	will	help	the	future	aspirants.	If	you	do	not	want	to	share	publicly,	you	can	contact	me	directly	–	I	will	share	the	results	anonymously.ReferencesExam	Results	FAQ	Washington	DCWashington	DCAlabamaBirmingham,	ALBirmingham,	ALArizonaPhoenix,	AZPhoenix,	AZTucson,	AZTucson,	AZCaliforniaIrvine,	CAIrvine,	CALos	Angeles,
CALos	Angeles,	CAPasadena,	CAPasadena,	CAPleasanton,	CAPleasanton,	CARiverside,	CARiverside,	CASacramento,	CASacramento,	CASan	Diego,	CASan	Diego,	CASan	Francisco,	CASan	Francisco,	CASan	Jose,	CASan	Jose,	CASan	Mateo,	CASan	Mateo,	CAColoradoColorado	Springs,	COColorado	Springs,	CODenver,	CODenver,
COConnecticutHartford,	CTHartford,	CTStamford,	CTStamford,	CTWashington,	DCWashington,	DCWashington,	DCFloridaJacksonville,	FLJacksonville,	FLMiami,	FLMiami,	FLOrlando,	FLOrlando,	FLTallahassee,	FLTallahassee,	FLTampa,	FLTampa,	FLGeorgiaAtlanta,	GAAtlanta,	GAAugusta,	GAAugusta,	GAIllinoisChicago,	ILChicago,	ILNaperville,
ILNaperville,	ILSchaumburg,	ILSchaumburg,	ILIndianaIndianapolis,	INIndianapolis,	INKentuckyLouisville,	KYLouisville,	KYLouisianaNew	Orleans,	LANew	Orleans,	LAMassachusettsBoston,	MABoston,	MABurlington,	MABurlington,	MAMarylandBaltimore,	MDBaltimore,	MDRockville,	MDRockville,	MDMichiganDetroit,	MIDetroit,	MIGrand	Rapids,
MIGrand	Rapids,	MIMinnesotaMinneapolis,	MNMinneapolis,	MNMissouriKansas	City,	MOKansas	City,	MOSt	Louis,	MOSt	Louis,	MONorth	CarolinaCharlotte,	NCCharlotte,	NCGreensboro,	NCGreensboro,	NCRaleigh,	NCRaleigh,	NCNebraskaOmaha,	NEOmaha,	NENew	JerseyJersey	City,	NJJersey	City,	NJMorristown,	NJMorristown,	NJNew
MexicoAlbuquerque,	NMAlbuquerque,	NMNevadaLas	Vegas,	NVLas	Vegas,	NVNew	YorkBuffalo,	NYBuffalo,	NYNew	York	City,	NYNew	York	City,	NYOhioCincinnati,	OHCincinnati,	OHCleveland,	OHCleveland,	OHColumbus,	OHColumbus,	OHOklahomaOklahoma	City,	OKOklahoma	City,	OKTulsa,	OKTulsa,	OKOregonPortland,	ORPortland,
ORPennsylvaniaHarrisburg,	PAHarrisburg,	PAPhiladelphia,	PAPhiladelphia,	PAPittsburgh,	PAPittsburgh,	PARhode	IslandProvidence,	RIProvidence,	RISouth	CarolinaCharleston,	SCCharleston,	SCColumbia,	SCColumbia,	SCGreenville,	SCGreenville,	SCTennesseeMemphis,	TNMemphis,	TNNashville,	TNNashville,	TNTexasAustin,	TXAustin,	TXDallas,
TXDallas,	TXFort	Worth,	TXFort	Worth,	TXHouston,	TXHouston,	TXSan	Antonio,	TXSan	Antonio,	TXUtahSalt	Lake	City,	UTSalt	Lake	City,	UTVirginiaArlington,	VAArlington,	VANorfolk,	VANorfolk,	VARichmond,	VARichmond,	VAStafford,	VAStafford,	VAWashington	DCWashington	DCWashingtonKirkland,	WAKirkland,	WASeattle,	WASeattle,
WAWisconsinMadison,	WIMadison,	WIMilwaukee,	WIMilwaukee,	WI	A	very	long	time	ago	PMP	exam	passing	score	was	61%	but	no	one	knows	if	there	is	a	concrete	score	to	pass	the	exam	in	2023.	There	may	not	be	a	fixed	passing	percentage	today.	You	should	aim	to	score	at	least	75%	in	the	practice	tests	in	order	to	feel	confident	about	succeeding
in	the	actual	exam.	Most	probably	PMI	is	using	a	percentile	mechanism	for	awarding	the	certificate.	However,	it	is	also	possible	that	there	is	some	minimum	percentage	marks,	which	PMI	has	chosen	not	to	disclose	to	anyone.	We	just	know	that	PMI	follows	a	grading	system	but	no	one	knows	how	this	grading	is	done.	In	the	current	system,	exam
takers	are	given	a	grade	on	a	four	point	scale	for	three	different	domains	of	the	PMP	exam.	Let	us	understand	what	this	grading	system	is	in	this	article.	You	will	also	find	some	historical	facts	related	to	passing	score	in	this	article.	PMP	Exam	Score	In	2023	(Last	Updated:	2021)	The	passing	score	for	the	PMP	exam	is	not	disclosed	by	the	PMI	(Project
Management	Institute).	After	the	last	exam	update	that	happened	in	January	2021,	PMI	tweaked	the	grading	system	to	reflect	the	exam	changes.	Here	is	a	quote	from	PMP	Handbook:	“The	passing	score	for	all	PMI	exams	is	determined	by	sound	psychometric	analysis.	PMI	uses	subject	matter	experts	–	project	professionals	from	around	the	world	and
many	different	disciplines	–	to	help	determine	how	many	questions	you	must	answer	correctly	to	pass	the	exam.”	The	quoted	sentence	above	means	that	no	two	candidates	will	have	the	same	sets	of	questions.	Even	if	they	same	mark	same	number	of	questions	correctly,	they	might	not	get	the	same	grade.	Since	two	candidates	have	different	set	of
questions,	some	candidates	may	get	easier	questions	than	others.	So,	it	is	not	fair	to	set	same	passing	score	for	everyone.	Hence,	the	psychometric	analysis	helps	the	PMI	to	evaluate	the	final	score	for	each	candidate	and	ensures	that	their	is	a	fair	mechanism	for	passing	the	exam.	There	are	180	questions	in	the	PMP	exam,	which	come	from	three
different	domains.	These	domains	are	described	in	detail	in	Exam	Content	Outline.	The	percentage	of	questions	coming	from	each	domain	is	mentioned	in	the	table	below.	Domain	Name	Percentage	of	Items	on	Test	I.	People	42%	II.	Process	50%	III.	Business	Environment	8%	Total	100%	You	can	read	our	article	on	the	syllabus	of	the	new	PMP	exam	to
understand	the	utility	of	PMP	Exam	Content	Outline.	The	result	of	PMP	exam	is	given	on	a	score	report.	The	score	report	grades	the	candidates	for	each	of	the	three	domains.	It	gives	a	grading	on	a	4	point	scale	called	performance	rating	categories.	These	are:	Above	Target:	Your	performance	exceeds	the	minimum	requirements	for	this	exam.	Target:
Your	performance	meets	the	minimum	requirements	for	this	exam.	Below	Target:	Your	performance	is	slightly	below	target	and	fails	to	meet	the	minimum	requirements	for	this	exam.	Additional	preparation	is	recommended	before	re-examination.	Needs	Improvement:	Your	performance	is	far	below	target	and	fails	to	meet	the	minimum	requirements
for	this	exam.	Additional	preparation	is	strongly	recommended	before	re-examination.	Calculate	"your"	Return	on	Investment*We	respect	your	privacy	and	we	will	not	send	any	spam	emails.	PMP	Passing	Score	Till	2020	The	scoring	mechanism	in	2020	was	similar	to	what	we	have	now.		Only	thing	is	that,	instead	of	three	domains,	the	candidates	were
tested	on	five	domains.	The	percentage	of	questions	that	used	come	from	these	five	domains	is	mentioned	in	the	table	below.	Domain	Name	Percentage		i.	Initiation	13%	ii.	Planning	24%	iii.	Executing	30%	iv.	Monitoring	and	Controlling	25%	v.	Closing	8%	Total	100%	The	domains	and	questions	coming	from	these	domains	were	mainly	are	based	on
the	PMBOK	Guide	6th	edition	and	PMI	Code	of	Ethics.	PMP	Certification	Test	Grading	System	Till	2018	Till	2018,	the	grading	system	was	based	on	proficiency	levels.	Each	domain	(as	explained	in	previous	section)	was	assigned	one	of	three	levels	of	proficiency	—	Proficient,	Moderately	Proficient	and	Below	Proficient.	PMI	used	to	define	these	levels
as:	Proficient	–	indicates	performance	is	above	the	average	level	of	knowledge	in	this	chapter.	Moderately	Proficient	–	indicates	performance	that	is	at	the	average	level	of	knowledge	in	this	chapter.	Below	Proficient	–	indicates	performance	is	below	the	average	level	of	knowledge	in	this	chapter.	Proficiency	Levels	and	Performance	Rating	Categories
are	the	rating	scales	for	evaluating	the	result	of	the	PMP	exam.	Till	2018,	the	focus	was	more	on	Proficiency,	which	involved	three	levels	of	rating.	The	new	grading	system	involves	performance	rating	categories	that	are	categorized	under	4	target	heads.	Both	the	rating	categories	are	similar	in	nature;	it	just	that	proficiency	rating	categories	have	a	4
point	scale	while	the	proficiency	levels	have	3	point	scale	for	the	evaluation.	PMP	Passing	Percentage/Marks	Till	2007	Since	the	start	of	the	PMP	exam	till	2007,	PMI	always	had	a	well-defined	passing	score.	In	2005	the	passing	score	used	to	be	68.5%	i.e.	a	candidate	has	to	get	120	right	answers	out	of	a	total	175	(175	regular	questions	and	25	pilot
questions)	to	pass	the	exam.	After	that,	PMI	increased	the	passing	criteria	from	68.5%	to	80.57%.	This	meant	that	candidates	had	to	correctly	answer	141	questions	out	of	175	to	pass	the	exam.	Due	to	this	major	change	in	assessment,	it	is	possible	that	passing	rate	of	the	exam	would	have	dropped	drastically.	A	little	later	in	2007,	PMI	again	changed
the	qualification	score	to	60.5%,	which	meant	that	a	candidate	had	to	score	106	questions	correctly	to	pass	the	exam.	In	the	latter	half	of	2007,	PMI	again	changed	the	passing	criteria	by	removing	a	definite	passing	percentage	for	the	exam.	They	migrated	to	proficiency	levels	system	that	is	explained	in	the	previous	section.	Frequently	Asked
Questions	1.	Does	a	score	of	61%	means	that	I	will	pass	the	exam?	No.	PMI	does	not	disclose	any	passing	percentage.	61%	is	a	historical	score,	which	has	long	been	removed.	PMI	has	completely	changed	the	pattern	of	evaluation.	2.	Is	there	a	fixed	score	for	passing	the	PMP	exam?	Many	individuals	believe	that	there	is	a	fixed	score	for	everyone.	No
one	knows	if	there	is	one.	There	could	be	a	fixed	score	or	percentile.	It	could	also	be	based	on	some	complex	statistics.	3.	Can	I	pass	the	exam	if	I	score	below	target	in	one	domain?	Yes,	you	can	pass	the	PMP	exam	even	if	you	score	below	target	in	one	of	the	domains.	Whether	an	individual	will	pass	or	fail	the	PMP	exam	is	judged	by	their	overall
performance	in	the	exam.	Some	people	have	passed	with	below	target	scores.	4.	Do	all	questions	in	the	PMP	exam	carry	equal	weight?	Yes.	Although	PMP	exam	tests	your	proficiency	on	different	type	of	questions,	all	questions	carry	equal	weight.	This	is	quite	clear	from	the	statement	from	the	PMP	ECO.	How	to	Succeed	in	the	PMP	Credential	Test?
PMP	exam	is	one	of	the	most	prestigious	certificates	present	across	the	globe.	Only	professionals	with	good	work	experience	in	project	management	are	eligible	to	take	the	certification	exam.	You	must	not	delay	your	PMP	certification	because	of	the	uncertainties.	With	each	passing	day	you	are	potentially	losing	a	16%	increase	in	your	salary.	PMP
certification	extremely	valuable	in	the	professional	world.	There	is	a	high	demand	for	this	credential	in	the	industry.	On	the	flip	side,	PMP	is	a	hard	exam	but	you	can	easily	crack	the	exam	by	enrolling	into	a	good	training	program.	Our	PMP	training	program	contains	a	lot	of	study	material	that	will	help	you	to	pass	the	exam	in	your	first	attempt.	You
can	buy	our	training	program	at	a	very	reasonable	cost.	Our	PMP	program	is	priced	as	low	as	USD	149	in	USA.	Our	training	is	unmatched	in	the	industry.	It	will	enable	you	to	pass	the	PMP	exam	in	your	first	attempt	and,	in	case	you	are	unsuccessful,	we	will	refund	100%	training	fee.	Conclusion	If	you	have	done	your	preparation	well	and	your	score
in	the	practice	tests	is	good	then	you	are	all	set	to	take	the	exam.	Instead	of	focusing	on	a	particular	score,	you	should	build	a	strong	base	by	doing	regular	exercises.	Don’t	worry	or	panic	about	how	the	scoring	is	done.	Just	concentrate	on	your	preparation	and	you	will	pass	the	exam.	Calculate	"your"	Return	on	Investment*We	respect	your	privacy
and	we	will	not	send	any	spam	emails.	You	can	invest	in	our	PMP	simulator	to	practice	questions	and	feel	confident	about	passing	the	exam.	Our	simulator	has	very	difficult	PMP	exam	style	mock	questions.	It	will	enable	you	to	pass	the	exam	in	your	first	attempt.	It	comes	with	unlimited	lifetime	access	so	you	can	attempt	the	questions	again	and	again
till	you	fully	understand	the	concepts.	Over	To	You	What	is	your	strategy	to	study	for	the	PMP	exam?	How	are	you	going	to	ensure	that	you	will	be	successful	in	the	PMP	exam?	Please	let	us	know	in	the	comment	section	below.	Today	we	will	talk	about	the	PMP	passing	score.	Every	aspirant	preparing	for	the	PMP	exam	has	wondered	about	the	PMP
exam	passing	score.	I	was	there	and	can	understand	the	curiosity	of	a	PMP	aspirant.		Attaining	the	PMP	certification	is	not	an	easy	process.	You	have	to	pass	through	many	processes	and,	finally,	attempt	a	computer-based	PMP	certification	exam.	Once	you	pass	this	test,	you	can	use	the	“PMP”	title	with	your	name	and	signature.	Before	we	go	in-depth
regarding	the	PMP	exam	passing	score,	let’s	understand	the	PMP	certification.	The	Project	Management	Professional	(PMP)	certification	is	a	globally	recognized	credential	for	project	managers.	Offered	by	the	Project	Management	Institute	(PMI),	it	demonstrates	a	professional’s	expertise	in	leading	and	managing	projects	effectively.	It	is	highly
regarded	in	project	management	and	is	sought	after	by	organizations	worldwide.	The	PMI	has	awarded	the	first	PMP	certification	in	1984.	The	PMP	certification	validates	an	individual’s	knowledge,	skills,	and	experience	in	project	management.	It	signifies	a	professional’s	ability	to	successfully	navigate	complex	projects,	handle	stakeholders,	manage
resources,	and	deliver	desired	outcomes	within	defined	constraints.	The	PMP	certification	involves	passing	a	rigorous	exam	that	assesses	a	candidate’s	understanding	of	project	management	principles,	methodologies,	and	best	practices.	Holding	a	PMP	certification	enhances	your	professional	credibility	and	opens	up	opportunities	for	career
advancement	and	higher	earning	potential.	It	signifies	a	commitment	to	excellence	in	project	management	and	sets	you	apart	as	competent	and	skilled	professionals	in	your	field.	The	PMP	certification	is	a	valuable	asset	for	project	managers.	It	demonstrates	their	proficiency	and	ability	to	lead	successful	projects.	It	serves	as	a	benchmark	of
excellence	in	project	management	and	provides	a	competitive	edge	in	today’s	dynamic	business	environment.	This	blog	post	will	discuss	the	PMP	exam	pass	rate	in	2023,	including	its	history,	some	myths,	and	the	current	situation.	This	is	the	most	frequently	asked	question	by	PMP	aspirants	on	blogs	and	forums.	Everybody	has	his	or	her	idea	of	what
a	passing	score	is.	However,	if	you	are	asking	me,	my	answer	is	that	nobody	knows	except	the	PMI.	The	PMP	passing	score	was	open	knowledge	at	one	time,	but	now	it	is	a	closely	guarded	secret.	Before	we	proceed,	please	note	that	the	PMP	certification	exam	consists	of	180	questions,	15	of	which	are	pretest	questions	whose	results	are	not	added	to
your	final	score.	These	questions	are	included	to	validate	the	exam	pattern	for	future	tests.	Before	2021,	the	PMP	exam	used	to	have	multiple-choice	questions	with	a	single	response,	but	after	January	2,	2021,	the	PMI	added	three	more	question	types:	Multiple	choice	with	multiple	responses	Fill	in	the	blanks	Answer	selection	Put	simply;	the	exam	is
more	challenging	now.	The	PMP	passing	score	was	61%	until	November	30,	2005,	meaning	106	correct	answers	out	of	175	scorable	questions	got	you	your	certification.	The	PMI	changed	the	passing	score	to	81%	in	July	2005.	Consequently,	the	number	of	professionals	succeeding	dropped	drastically.	After	a	few	days,	the	PMI	reverted	the	passing
percentage	to	61%	and	showed	scores	for	each	domain	in	the	exam	result	reports.	However,	after	2005,	the	PMI	stopped	publishing	the	passing	percentage,	so	no	one	knows	the	new	number.	Still,	many	sites	and	forums	claim	that	61%	is	still	the	PMP	exam	passing	score.	The	PMI	changed	the	format	of	the	exam	results	again	in	2007.	The	percentage
was	removed	and	replaced	with	proficiency	levels	for	each	domain:	proficient,	moderately	proficient,	or	below	proficient.	Again,	in	August	2017,	the	report	card	format	was	changed.	It	now	shows	the	target	level	for	each	domain:	Above	Target,	Target,	Below	Target,	and	Needs	Improvement.	However,	they	still	do	not	reveal	the	passing	score	for	the
PMP	exam.	As	you	can	see,	the	PMP	exam	report	format	has	undergone	many	changes,	and	the	current	passing	score	is	unknown.	The	PMP	exam	has	180	questions	from	three	different	domains.	These	domains	are	described	in	detail	in	Exam	Content	Outline.	The	percentage	of	questions	from	each	domain	is	as	follows:	You	can	read	the	PMP	Exam
Content	Outline	for	further	details.	The	result	of	the	PMP	exam	is	given	on	a	PMP	exam	score	report.	The	score	report	grades	the	candidates	for	the	three	domains.	It	gives	a	grading	on	a	four-point	scale	called	performance	rating	categories	or	levels	of	proficiency.	These	are	Above	Target:	Your	performance	exceeds	the	minimum	requirements	for
this	exam.	Target:	Your	performance	meets	the	minimum	requirements	for	this	exam.	Below	Target:	Your	performance	is	slightly	below	target	and	fails	to	meet	the	minimum	requirements	for	this	exam.	Additional	preparation	is	recommended	before	re-examination.	Needs	Improvement:	Your	performance	is	far	below	target	and	fails	to	meet	the
minimum	requirements	for	this	exam.	Additional	preparation	is	strongly	recommended	before	re-examination.	Aim	for	more	than	70%	in	your	practice	exams	if	you	want	to	pass	the	exam.	Additionally,	in	January	2021,	the	PMI	migrated	the	exam	to	the	new	exam	content	outline,	including	Agile	and	Adoptive	project	management	methodologies.	The
candidates	are	complaining	that	the	test	is	hard.	The	passing	score	or	difficulty	level	might	have	increased.	Also,	don’t	be	distracted	by	the	pre-test	questions.	You	should	try	to	answer	more	than	126	questions	correctly	because	you	cannot	differentiate	the	pretest	questions	from	the	real	ones.	Therefore,	assume	all	180	questions	are	scorable.	Since
the	PMP	certification	is	highly	in	demand	for	project	professionals	and	the	passing	score	is	secret,	there	will	be	many	rumors	about	the	passing	score.	Let’s	clear	up	some	rumors	here.	Many	professionals	assume	the	PMP	passing	score	is	the	same	for	everyone.	This	is	not	true.	The	PMP	exam	passing	score	is	different	for	every	professional	who	takes
it,	and	a	psychometric	analysis	determines	this.	According	to	the	PMI:	“The	passing	score	for	all	PMI	exams	is	determined	by	sound	psychometric	analysis.	PMI	uses	subject	matter	experts	–	project	professionals	from	around	the	world	and	many	different	disciplines	–	to	determine	how	many	questions	you	must	answer	correctly	to	pass	the	exam.”	The
above	paragraph	shows	that	the	passing	score	depends	on	the	questions	received.	Many	experts,	including	me,	believed	this	in	the	past.	However,	in	the	latest	version	of	the	PMP	Handbook,	PMI	has	clarified	that	each	question	carries	a	single	mark.		According	to	the	PMI,	Each	scored	question	on	the	exam	is	worth	one	point,	and	your	final	score	is
calculated	by	totaling	the	points	you	earned.	The	number	of	questions	you	answer	correctly	places	you	within	one	of	the	performance	rating	categories	you	see	on	this	report.	This	is	another	misconception.	I	have	seen	many	test	result	reports	with	one	below	target,	and	the	exam	takers	passed.	You	will	likely	pass	the	PMP	exam	if	you	are	above	target
in	the	other	two	domains.	But,	if	you	get	“on	target”	for	one	domain	and	“below	target”	for	one	domain,	you	may	fail	the	test.	The	PMP	exam	is	based	on	the	PMP	exam	content	outline,	not	the	PMBOK	Guide.	Before	starting	your	PMP	exam	preparation,	you	must	review	the	PMP	Exam	Content	Outline.	The	PMP	passing	score	is	a	mystery,	and	only	the
PMI	knows	it.	Therefore,	you	should	not	worry	too	much	about	the	exact	percentage.	A	PMP	exam	passing	score	depends	on	the	questions	received	during	the	exam.	Although	we	don’t	know	the	passing	percentage	for	the	PMP	exam,	I	advise	you	to	aim	for	over	70%	in	the	PMP	practice	exams.	If	you	can	cross	this	threshold,	you	will	most	likely	see	a
congratulatory	message.	Prepare	well	before	you	attempt	the	exam.	Have	you	attempted	the	PMP	exam?	What	do	you	feel	about	your	PMP	exam	score?	Please	share	your	thoughts	in	the	comments	section.	I	have	given	you	my	observations	based	on	my	knowledge.	I	do	not	take	responsibility	for	the	correctness	of	any	information	in	this	blog	post.	Do
your	due	diligence	before	reaching	any	conclusion.	“PMI,”	“PMP,”	“CAPM,”	“PMI-ACP,”	“PMBOK,”	and	the	PMI	Authorized	Training	Partner	logo	are	registered	marks	of	the	Project	Management	Institute,	Inc.	“ITIL®,”	“PRINCE2®,”	“MSP®,”	and	“P3O®”	are	registered	trademarks	of	AXELOS	Limited,	used	under	permission	of	AXELOS	Limited.
View	Disclaimer	Every	candidate	studying	for	the	PMP	test	has	wondered	what	the	passing	score	is.	Obtaining	the	PMP	certification	is	a	difficult	task.	You	must	go	through	a	number	of	steps	before	taking	the	computer-based	test.	You	can	use	the	“PMP”	title	with	your	name	and	signature	if	you	complete	this	test.	Let’s	clarify	PMP	passing	score	in
2025	in	this	blog	article,	from	its	history,	certain	misconceptions	to	the	current	situation.	What	is	the	PMP	passing	score?	PMP	Passing	Score	While	there	are	many	questions	about	the	PMP	passing	score,	the	fact	is	that	the	PMI	does	not	have	an	official	score	set	or	specified.	The	Project	Management	Institute	(PMI)	is	tight-lipped	regarding	the
passing	score	for	the	PMP	exam.	The	passing	score	for	the	PMP	test	used	to	be	61%	in	the	past.	After	2005,	however,	the	PMI	stopped	defining	and	publishing	an	exact	passing	rate	for	the	exam.	The	PMP	test	report	format	has	undergone	several	revisions	since	then,	but	it	still	does	not	include	an	actual	passing	score.	Although	some	sources	claim
that	a	score	of	61%	is	still	considered	a	confirmed	success	rate	for	the	PMP	test,	finding	an	official	reference	stating	the	exact	pass	percentage	is	frequently	difficult.	How	the	PMP	score	is	calculated?	While	PMI	hasn’t	revealed	the	actual	PMP	exam	passing	score	required,	we’re	breaking	down	all	we	know	about	the	PMP	passing	score	2021,
including	how	to	calculate	it	and	how	to	check	your	own.	“The	passing	score	for	all	PMI	exams	is	completely	decided	by	sound	psychometric	analysis”	according	to	the	PMI.	To	decide	how	many	questions	you	must	answer	correctly	to	pass	the	test,	PMI	consults	subject	matter	experts	–	project	professionals	from	all	over	the	world	and	from	a	variety	of
disciplines.	This	indicates	that	the	exam’s	set	of	questions	determines	the	passing	score.	Because	no	two	PMP®	applicants	will	get	the	same	test	questions,	a	set	passing	score	for	the	PMP	certification	may	not	be	fair	to	all	candidates.	The	psychometric	analysis	is	a	scientific	method	for	determining	a	candidate’s	passing	score	for	the	PMP	test	based
on	the	difficulty	of	the	questions	they	faced	throughout	the	exam.	How	to	check	your	PMP	score?	PMI	now	provides	a	PMP	Test	Report	at	the	end	of	the	exam,	which	breaks	down	your	result	into	performance	rating	areas	rather	than	presenting	your	actual	numerical	score.	According	to	PMI,	“every	question	which	is	scored	on	the	test	is	worth	one
point,	and	your	final	score	is	derived	by	adding	all	of	the	points	you’ve	earned	on	the	exam”.	The	number	of	questions	you	properly	answer	places	you	in	one	of	the	report’s	performance	rating	categories.”	Thus,	each	issue	domain	has	four	performance	ratings:	above	target,	target,	below	target,	and	needs	improvement,	which	is	further	described	as
follows:	Above	Target:	Performance	that	goes	above	and	beyond	the	basic	minimum	Target:	The	goal	is	for	the	performance	to	satisfy	the	minimal	criteria	Below	Target:	Performance	is	somewhat	below	target	and	does	not	meet	the	minimal	criteria.	More	planning	is	needed	Needs	Improvement:		Performance	is	below	target,	and	more	preparation	is
strongly	recommended	before	re-examination.	The	precise	passing	score	for	the	PMP	test	is	a	mystery	known	only	to	the	PMI.	As	a	result,	our	recommendation	to	you	is	to	concentrate	on	preparing	properly	for	the	exam	and	practicing	with	a	variety	of	mock	exams	from	various	sources	rather	than	trying	to	figure	out	the	PMP	exam	passing	score.	In
order	to	sit	for	the	test	with	confidence,	you	should	aim	for	a	75	percent	or	above	on	your	practice	examinations.	Learn	more	about	the	PMP	pass	rate	and	other	information	about	the	PMP	exam	in	How	hard	is	the	PMP	exam	A	Brief	History	of	PMP	Passing	Score	Changes	Until	November	30,	2005,	the	PMP	passing	score	was	61	percent,	which	meant
you	needed	106	correct	answers	out	of	175	questions	to	pass.	In	July	2005,	the	PMI	revised	the	PMP	certification	passing	score	to	81	percent.	As	a	result,	the	number	of	successful	professionals	has	decreased	dramatically.	The	PMI	changed	the	passing	rate	to	61	percent	after	a	few	days	and	included	scores	for	each	domain	in	the	exam	result	reports.
The	PMI,	however,	stopped	publishing	the	passing	percentage	after	2005,	so	no	one	knows	what	the	current	statistic	is.	Despite	this,	several	websites	and	forums	say	that	a	score	of	61	percent	is	still	required	to	pass	the	PMP	test.	In	2007,	the	PMI	altered	the	format	of	the	exam	results	once	more.	For	each	domain,	the	%	was	replaced	by	competency
levels:	proficient,	moderately	proficient,	or	below	proficient.	The	report	card	format	was	revised	once	again	in	August	2017.	Each	domain	now	has	a	target	level:	Above	Target,	Target,	Below	Target,	and	Needs	Improvement.	However,	they	have	yet	to	publish	the	PMP	test	passing	score.	As	you	can	see,	the	PMP	test	report	format	has	undergone
several	revisions,	and	no	one	knows	what	the	current	passing	score	is.	What	should	you	aim	for	on	your	PMP	exam	now?	If	you	desire	to	pass	the	exam,	I	recommend	aiming	for	a	score	of	more	than	70%,	or	126	questions	out	of	180.	The	PMI	also	moved	the	test	to	the	new	exam	topic	outline	in	January	2021,	which	included	Agile	and	Adoptive	project
management	methodologies.	The	applicants	are	complaining	about	how	difficult	the	test	is.	It	appears	that	either	the	PMP	exam	passing	score	2025	or	the	difficulty	level	has	increased.	Also,	don’t	get	overwhelmed	with	the	pretest	questions.	Because	you	can’t	tell	the	pretest	questions	from	the	actual	ones,	you	should	aim	to	answer	more	than	126
questions	correctly.	Assume	that	all	180	questions	are	scored.	Rumors	About	the	PMP	Exam	Passing	Score	Because	the	PMP	certification	is	in	high	demand	among	project	managers	and	the	passing	score	is	kept	secret,	there	will	inevitably	be	numerous	stories	concerning	the	passing	score.		Let’s	clarify	a	few	things	on	a	few	rumors.	Rumor	#1:	The
passing	score	for	PMP	is	already	fixed.	Many	experts	believe	that	everyone’s	PMP	passing	score	is	the	same.	This	isn’t	correct.	Every	professional	who	takes	the	PMP	exam	has	a	distinct	passing	score,	which	is	determined	by	a	psychometric	study.	The	PMI	reports	that:	“A	sound	psychometric	analysis	determines	the	passing	score	for	all	PMI
examinations.	To	decide	how	many	questions	you	must	answer	correctly	to	pass	the	test,	PMI	consults	subject	matter	experts	–	project	professionals	from	all	over	the	world	and	from	a	variety	of	disciplines.”	The	passing	score	is	determined	by	the	set	of	questions	received,	as	shown	in	the	previous	paragraph.	Rumor	#2:	Each	question	carries	a
different	level	of	importance.	In	the	past,	many	specialists,	including	myself,	thought	this.	However,	PMI	emphasized	in	the	most	recent	version	of	the	PMP	Handbook	that	each	question	receives	a	single	mark.	According	to	the	PMI	(Product	Market	Intelligence),	each	scored	question	on	the	exam	is	worth	one	point,	and	your	ultimate	score	is
determined	by	adding	together	all	of	your	points.	You	are	assigned	to	one	of	the	performance	rating	categories	on	this	report	based	on	the	number	of	questions	you	properly	answer.	Rumor	#3:	Achieving	a	below-target	level	in	any	domain	indicates	that	you	will	fail	in	the	long	run.	This	is	another	misunderstanding.	We’ve	seen	a	lot	of	test	result
reports	with	one	or	two	questions	that	were	below	target,	yet	the	exam	takers	still	passed.	You	will	most	likely	pass	the	PMP	test	if	you	perform	well	in	the	other	two	domains.	You	may	fail	the	test	if	you	obtain	“on	target”	for	one	domain	and	“below	target”	for	another.	The	PMP	passing	score	is	a	secret	known	only	to	the	PMI.	As	a	result,	you
shouldn’t	be	overly	concerned	with	the	precise	percentage.	A	passing	score	is	determined	by	the	number	of	questions	asked	throughout	the	exam.	Although	we	do	not	know	the	passing	percentage	for	the	PMP	test,	we	recommend	that	you	study	thoroughly	before	taking	it	and	strive	for	a	score	of	at	least	70%.	We	believe	that	if	you	can	get	through
this	point,	you	will	most	likely	receive	a	celebratory	message.	After	knowing	how	the	PMP	exam	is	scored,	you	can	learn	How	to	pass	the	PMP	exam	on	your	first	try	since	this	will	help	you	improve	your	score	and	pass	the	exam	easier.	We	hope	you	find	the	information	provided	above	to	be	helpful.	However,	we	do	not	confirm	the	accuracy	of	any
information	provided	in	this	blog	article.	Do	your	study	before	jumping	to	any	conclusions,	and	study	hard	for	the	PMP	test	are	all	necessary.	Visit	our	websites	to	get	more	information	and	free	PMP	Practice	Exam.	To	download	the	free	PMP	Practice	Test,	visit	our	website	for	your	IOS	or	Android	device.


