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Woman trying to take food off of a man's plate () Experiencing Germany wouldn’t be complete without trying the local foods. One thing to note about eating in Europe is the differences in table manners from most Americans. Although you don’t have to fully adapt to the traditional customs, it doesn’t hurt to try eating like a European. These top five
tips can get you started in Germany. 1. When you ‘cheers’ around the table, look each person in the eye as you clink glasses. 2. In Germany, it is a rule of thumb to hold the fork in the left hand and knife in the right hand throughout the entire meal. As opposed to cutting everything into bite-sized pieces at once, you should cut one piece at a time. 3.
Like most countries in Europe, water does not come automatically before the meal. Instead, you should ask for the water you would like when ordering your drinks (still or sparkling). 4. When you are finished with your meal, lay the utensils at an angle on the plate. The tips of the fork and knife should be in the center of the plate and the handles
should lay on the bottom right of the plate. 5. Unless you are in a larger city, many German restaurants are cash only. Bring cash with you, unless you call ahead to check their payment services. At the end of the meal, an average tip in Germany is about 10 percent. Adjusting to new table manners might be difficult at first, but with practice, it can
become second nature. Try applying these table manners into your routine to impress the Germans with the opposite impression of the ‘lazy American.’ Dining in Germany is more than just savoring delicious food and beer; it’s a culturally immersive experience that requires understanding and respect for certain traditions and unspoken rules. These
customs reflect Germany’s values of order, precision, and politeness, and following them will help you blend in seamlessly. Here’s an in-depth look at German dining etiquette, complete with unique and lesser-known practices that you should be aware of. In Germany, punctuality is crucial, and this rule extends to dining. If you are invited for a meal,
whether at a restaurant or someone’s home, being on time is non-negotiable. Arriving late is seen as disrespectful and inconsiderate. Why It’s Important: Punctuality shows that you value the host’s time and effort. Germans take pride in planning, so tardiness can be a significant faux pas. Tip: If you are running late due to unforeseen circumstances,
make sure to call ahead and inform your host. It’s a small gesture that goes a long way. In Germany, when someone arrives at a restaurant to join a group, it is customary for those already seated not to stand up. Unlike other cultures where standing up is a sign of respect, Germans believe in maintaining the order of the table. Why They Don’t Stand
Up: Standing disrupts the flow and can make the situation unnecessarily complicated. A polite smile, nod, or handshake (if within reach) is enough. Tip: Greet everyone individually with a firm handshake and direct eye contact, but do not expect or insist on people standing. When dining out, seating arrangements may reflect a subtle hierarchy,
especially in formal or business settings. The host usually indicates where guests should sit, and it’s important to respect these assignments. Family Gatherings: In casual settings, the eldest or the head of the family often sits at the head of the table. Guests may be seated according to their relationship to the host. Business Meals: In professional
contexts, seating follows rank or seniority. Wait for the host to indicate where you should sit. One essential German dining custom is waiting for everyone to be served before beginning your meal. The host or the person of highest rank at the table will initiate the meal by saying, “Guten Appetit” (enjoy your meal). Why It’s Significant: This simple
ritual reinforces the idea of togetherness and respect for the communal dining experience. Tip: If you're the host, say “Guten Appetit” once everyone is ready to eat. As a guest, it’s polite to echo the phrase in response. Germans use the continental style of eating, where the fork stays in the left hand and the knife in the right throughout the meal.
Switching hands is considered awkward and inefficient. Cutlery Placement: When taking a break, place your fork and knife in an inverted “V” on your plate. When finished, place them parallel on the right side to signal to the server. Unique Insight: Your utensil placement acts as a silent communicator to the waitstaff, reflecting Germany’s preference
for non-verbal efficiency. Bread is a staple in German meals, often served before the main course. Tear off small pieces with your hands instead of biting directly into it. Why It’s Done: This practice emphasizes neatness and moderation, values deeply embedded in German culture. Tip: If butter is provided, use a butter knife to place it on your plate,
then butter each piece individually. Germans appreciate a quieter meal environment. While conversation is encouraged, the focus should be on meaningful and respectful discussions. Topics to Avoid: Stay clear of divisive subjects like politics or personal finances unless you know your dining companions well. Tip: Silence isn’t uncomfortable in
Germany; it often means people are enjoying their food. Don’t feel pressured to fill every pause with chatter. Toasting is a cherished ritual in Germany. When clinking glasses, make sure to maintain eye contact and say “Prost” (cheers). Failing to do so is considered rude. Common Toasts: Use “Prost” for casual settings and “Zum Wohl” for formal
occasions. Tip: Hold your glass with your right hand, and clink glasses gently. This symbolizes equality and mutual respect. In German restaurants, water is usually bottled and comes in still (stilles Wasser) or sparkling (Sprudelwasser). Tap water is rarely offered. Ordering Water: Be specific about your preference, as you’ll be charged for bottled
water. Tip: If you prefer tap water, be prepared for resistance. In formal settings, stick to bottled water. It’s common for each person to pay for their own meal. The server will often ask, “Zusammen oder getrennt?” (together or separately?), and it’s okay to pay separately. How to Tip: Round up the bill or leave a 5-10% tip. Give the tip directly to the
server and say “Stimmt so” if you don’t need change. Tip: Don’t leave money on the table. Hand it to the server with a smile and a polite thank you. It’s rude to keep your hands in your lap while dining. Instead, keep your wrists on the table’s edge. However, don’t put your elbows on the table. Why It’s Important: Visible hands signify that you’'re
engaged and present. This small gesture shows respect for the dining experience. Tip: If unsure, observe your companions and mirror their behavior. When sharing a bread basket, pass it to your left after taking a piece. Taking more than your fair share is considered impolite. Cultural Insight: Bread holds a special place in German cuisine. Sharing it
fairly reflects the communal spirit of the meal. When eating soup, don’t slurp. Germans prefer quiet meals, and slurping is considered rude. Scoop soup away from you, not toward you. Tip: If your soup is too hot, wait for it to cool rather than blowing on it loudly. In formal settings, let the host or waiter pour the wine. Pouring your own without
offering to others first may come off as rude. Tip: If you're hosting, make sure everyone has wine before refilling your own glass. Place your napkin on your lap once seated. When finished, loosely fold it and place it to the left of your plate. Tip: Never use your napkin as a tissue or excessively wipe your hands with it. Germans enjoy leisurely meals with
multiple courses. Eating too quickly can be seen as impolite. Tip: Match your pace to your dining companions and use breaks to engage in conversation. If you invite people for a birthday meal, you're expected to pay for everyone. It’s a gesture of appreciation for your friends’ company. Tip: Budget accordingly if you're hosting. Guests should bring a
gift or offer to buy drinks as a thank-you. German dining etiquette is rooted in respect, order, and meaningful interactions. By understanding and following these customs, you’ll navigate social and professional dining situations with confidence and grace. From punctuality and toasting rituals to utensil placement and payment norms, every aspect
contributes to a well-ordered and enjoyable experience. Embrace these traditions, and you’ll earn the respect and admiration of your German hosts. Guten Appetit! Dining etiquette in Germany emphasizes punctuality, polite greetings, and communal respect. Key rules include waiting for “Guten Appetit” before starting, using the continental style for
utensils, and maintaining quiet during meals. Basic etiquette in Germany involves punctuality, a formal tone in professional settings, direct communication, and respect for privacy. Always greet with a handshake and maintain order in social situations. Not finishing your food can be seen as wasteful in Germany. It’s best to only take as much as you
can finish to avoid leaving food on the plate. However, in casual settings, this is not always a major issue. In Germany, being late, interrupting others, or engaging in loud and boisterous behavior in public can be considered impolite. Germans value order, privacy, and punctuality. Do’s: Be punctual, greet with a handshake, and respect personal space.
Don’ts: Avoid discussing politics or personal finances, and do not rush meals—take your time to enjoy the experience. Don’ts in dining etiquette include not starting your meal until everyone is served, not speaking with your mouth full, and not resting your elbows on the table. Avoid being overly loud and disruptive during meals. Tipping is customary
in Germany, but not tipping is not seen as rude, especially if service is not up to standard. However, rounding up the bill or leaving around 5-10% is standard practice. Unspoken rules include being punctual, keeping quiet during meals, maintaining personal space, and respecting privacy. Germans also appreciate efficiency and directness in
communication. The tipping culture in Germany involves rounding up the bill or leaving a 5-10% tip for good service. Tips are given directly to the server, not left on the table. Yes, slurping is considered rude in Germany. Germans prefer to eat and drink quietly, and slurping is seen as impolite, especially during meals at restaurants. In formal dining,
the basic rule is to wait for the host to start the meal with “Guten Appetit” and follow proper utensil use, such as holding the fork in the left hand and knife in the right. Maintaining silence during meals is also important. For formal dinners, Germans typically wear smart attire, such as a suit or elegant dress. For casual dining, comfortable but neat
clothing is acceptable, but avoid overly casual clothing like gym wear or shorts. German table manners and etiquette might be like what you know, or they might be very different. In German this is called Esskultur is the culture of food, dining, and manners. For most Germans, Esskultur begins when they are in high chairs and their parents teach
them to eat when the adults are eating, to wait until the adults are finished to be excused from the table, how to use a napkin, and how to use their eating utensils. In the US, manners vary widely and the manners you learn depends largely on what your family has taught you. We don't have one set of manners, and you can tell by the variety of food we
eat, from barbecue to spaghetti and from falafel to Schnitzel. So here are some rules to live by to help you understand how Germans dine and to help you avoid some pitfalls along the way. For these 9 rules, we'll assume that you have been invited to a friend's house or out to a business dinner. Part 1: insert audio Part 2: insert audio N.B. While the
GermanWithNicole.com Podcast no longer exists, you can still hear all of the audios here on the blog. The audios are available on the blog posts published between August 1, 2021 and October 1, 2024. Viel Spals beim Horen! 1. Plan to Stay. This American idea of party-hopping or "just staying for a little while" is incredibly tacky and rude. Germans do
not do this. Either you accept the invitation and plan to stay for the evening, as delightful or as painful as it might be, or you politely decline. 2. Greet everyone with a handshake. Yes, EVERYONE. Go around the room, shake hands, introduce yourself by your last name if it's a formal situation, by first name if it's informal, or somewhere in between for
a mixed situation. People will fire their names at you and expect you to remember them. Here's another great point: in the US, if you feel uncomfortable about trying to remember several names right off the bat, we make the joke "if there will be a pop quiz later," and everyone understands that they should remind you of their names when you speak
again. This is a wonderful part of US culture in which we help each other out with remembering names. This is not so in Germany; they do not understand this joke. So keep that joke for this side of the ocean and if you need to, politely ask someone their name again as soon as you realize that you didn't learn it the first time. 3. Do not start drinking
before anyone else. Learn to wait. Germans are very conscientious diners and it begins with the before-dinner drinks; wait until everyone has their drink or beverage, as a toast will likely be made, whether a lengthy speech or just "Zum Wohl." This is similar in private dinners as well as in business dinners in a restaurant. If you begin drinking before
everyone else, they could very well assume you're very rude and you will not be invited back. Train yourself to accept a glass of champagne or another Aperitif, and get comfortable standing with that glass, not drinking. If it's a dressed-up champagne with a piece of fruit in it, take a moment to take it in. Look around and enjoy the group of people who
have gathered together. Get comfortable with waiting to drink. Americans frequently take a drink as soon as their glass is served. This is very rude to Germans, as they don't understand why you wouldn't wait for others. So be sure to wait. If you do not drink, for whatever reason, just say you don't drink ("Ich bin Nicht-trinker/Nicht-trinkerin.") and
you'd take a glass of water. Do not toast with your water, but simply raise your glass as a gesture, and follow the rest of the custom. 4. When toasting, don't clink high-quality glasses. Wine glasses in the United States are thicker than other countries. In Germany, you can still find very high-quality, incredibly thin wine glasses. Read: they break
easily. So when you get that glistening glass of Riesling in your hand and you automatically get nervous due to the thin glass, simply raise your glass up in front of you as you toast others and spare your hosts the panic that you might smash that € 30 wine glass into someone else's € 30 wine glass and make a stain in their carpet. If others insist in
clinking glasses, do so with utmost caution. 5. Be sure to look everyone else in the eye as you toast them. Yes, look EVERYONE in the eye. It's so important to them that they joke that: Not looking someone in the eye when you toast them means you wish them 7 years of bad sex. Yes, really. So get comfortable with eye contact. And remember to take a
drink before setting your glass down. This is as important as looking others in the eye. So the format is: Take glass -- wait -- toast with eye contact -- drink -- set glass down. 6. Do not start eating before anyone else. Wait until you hear everyone say... Guten Appetit. Only THEN may you begin eating. Germans practice eating with others--not before
them or after them. At the table, it's considered at the least inconsiderate, if not downright rude if you "dig in" as soon as your plate hits the table. Wait until everyone has their meal. Even if it takes a long time, just keep waiting. A proper host will recognize that others' dinners will be getting cold and invite you to begin. You can politely refuse first,
they will insist again, and then you can begin eating. 7. Learn to use your knife. Stop sawing through your food with your fork--which was meant for stabbing, not cutting. So forget about using the edge of your fork, and learn to use a knife properly. If you are truly unsure, find a video! Ask someone at your office whom you respect to show you and
practice at home. 8. When you are done eating, place your knife and fork together at the 4:00 o'clock position on your plate. This is a signal to your host or to the wait staff that you are done eating. Do not expect them to clear your plate right away; hosts and most restaurants in Germany do not whisk your plate away ASAP like American restaurants
do. They are interested in you having a quality dining experience, not turning tables. 9. When departing, be sure to thank your hosts personally before you leave. And say good night to EVERYONE. And yes, say good night to EVERYONE by going around and shaking ALL their hands. Yes, it feels pedantic, but Germans appreciate it and it's a simple
thing you can do to respect Germanic culture. Plus, you never know what kind of connection you might make with someone by having one more contact with them. Perhaps another business deal, a new acquaintance, or another invitation. German Table Manners and Rituals Esskultur—the German term for dining culture—encompasses not only the
decoration of the dining table but also table manners, eating rituals, and regional dishes. Unfortunately, in today’s fast-paced world, dining culture is often neglected. Many people opt for convenience foods or fast food, overlooking the simple pleasure of setting a beautifully adorned table, preparing a home-cooked meal, and savoring it leisurely.
However, it’s not as challenging as it may seem to elevate your dining experience. Let’s explore some essential German table manners and rituals: 1. Setting the Table Tischdekoration (Table Decoration): A well-decorated table sets the tone for the meal. Even a simple touch, such as adding chopped parsley to your dish, can enhance the overall
ambiance. Arrange your table with napkins, cutlery, glasses, and a candle—it instantly creates a cozy atmosphere. 2. Table Manners Good Behavior: Whether you’'re dining at a fancy restaurant or visiting friends, good table manners matter. Some key points include: No Smacking: Avoid making noise while eating—no smacking or slurping. No Talking
with a Full Mouth: Wait until you've finished chewing before engaging in conversation. Wait for Everyone: Begin eating only when everyone has been served. Proper Posture: Sit up straight and maintain correct posture. 3. Using Cutlery Knife and Fork: Germans are particular about using the right utensils. The knife and fork work together: the fork in
the left hand, tines facing down, and the knife in the right hand. Cut your food with the knife, then switch the fork to your right hand to eat. Finger Foods: Some dishes are meant to be eaten with your fingers, like pretzels or certain street foods. Know when to use cutlery and when to go au naturel. 4. Regional Specialties Bread Culture: Germany is
renowned for its bread. Freshly baked bread, often served with butter or cheese, is a staple at German tables. Beer and Pretzels: In Bavaria, beer gardens are popular. Pair your beer with a giant pretzel for the ultimate experience. Sausages: From bratwurst to currywurst, Germans love their sausages. Each region has its own variety. 5. Other
Countries, Other Customs Cultural Variations: Remember that table manners differ across countries. While Germans appreciate a well-set table, other cultures may prioritize different aspects. Southern European Influence: In southern European countries, wine and fresh bread are integral to the dining experience. Conclusion Embracing German
dining culture involves more than just eating—it’s about creating an enjoyable experience. So, whether you’re hosting a dinner party or dining out, pay attention to the details. And remember, good table manners are universally appreciated! Discover Authentic German Treasures at GermanBuy.net! Thank you for joining us on this delightful journey
through German culture, cuisine, and craftsmanship. If your taste buds are craving the rich flavors of Germany, look no further than GermanBuy.net. [J] Why GermanBuy.net? Authenticity: We source directly from Germany, ensuring that every product reflects the true essence of German craftsmanship and tradition. Curated Selection: Explore a
delectable array of traditional German food, cosmetics, and more. From Fork & Knifes Set to Bautzner Mustard, we’ve got it all! Convenience: Simple, fresh, and comfortable shopping experience. Order online and have German goodies delivered to your doorstep in the USA. Ready to Indulge? Visit GermanBuy.net Now! Whether you're a foodie,
beauty enthusiast, or simply curious about German culture, our blog and online store have something special waiting for you. Prost! When traveling to Germany or dining with German friends, understanding the local table manners can enhance your experience and show respect for cultural norms. German table manners, or “Tischmanieren,” reflect
the country’s values of order, respect, and formality. In this comprehensive guide, we explore the essential aspects of dining etiquette in Germany to help you navigate meals with confidence and grace. In Germany, the seating arrangement at a dining table is often predetermined, especially during formal occasions. The host usually assigns seats, with
the most honored guest seated to the right of the host. When attending a less formal gathering or dining out, it’s polite to wait until the host or the eldest person at the table invites you to sit down. Germans are particular about the use of utensils. The continental style of using cutlery - holding the fork in the left hand and the knife in the right - is the
norm here. It is considered good manners to keep both hands above the table during the meal and not rest your elbows on the table. Once you have finished eating, place your knife and fork side by side at the 5:25 position on your plate to indicate that you are done. Bread is a common starter in German meals and is usually served with butter or
spreads. It is customary to use your hands to break the bread into smaller pieces before buttering. Unlike in some cultures, it is impolite in Germany to use your knife to cut bread directly on the dinner table. Punctuality is highly valued in German culture, and this extends to dining. Arriving on time for a meal is a sign of respect. Meals often begin
with a communal toast, usually led by the host, and it’s polite to maintain eye contact when clinking glasses. The phrase “Guten Appetit” is commonly used to wish everyone a good meal before starting to eat. When dining in Germany, it is polite to use serving utensils rather than your personal cutlery to serve yourself from communal dishes. Always
pass dishes to the right and remember to ask others before taking the last piece from any serving plate. Table conversation in Germany is generally formal, especially at business or formal dinners. Topics such as politics and religion are typically avoided. It's important to engage with all guests, making eye contact and ensuring not to dominate the
conversation. When it comes to drinking, particularly beer and wine, there are etiquettes to follow. Always allow the host to serve you and wait for a toast before taking your first sip. During a toast, it’s customary to clink glasses with everyone at the table, and as with the initial toast, maintaining eye contact is key. Mastering the “Tischmanieren” is
essential for anyone looking to integrate smoothly into German dining culture. By adhering to these table manners, you not only show respect for your hosts and fellow diners but also enrich your dining experience in Germany. Whether you’'re at a formal dinner or a casual meal, these guidelines will help you navigate the dining table with ease and
confidence. This guide ensures you're well-prepared to dine gracefully in Germany, respecting and enjoying the rich traditions that define German “Tischmanieren.” Related articles:How to Behave In a Restaurant in GermanyDining Etiquette in Germany Germans can be funny. By that, we mean quirky. At least sometimes. Here we’ve listed a few
situations that you might handle differently than most Germans would. But hey, you never stop learning... Here’s what you need to know about German etiquette.In restaurants, Germans tip around 10% of the total bill. In cafes or in cabs, they’ll just round up to the next Euro or two. Customers who give more stand out as tourists, but are sure to get
more love. So now you have to make up your own mind: Cash or love?Jan Antonin KolarThe older generation of Germans still prefer to be addressed formally by their surnames; as “Herr” or “Frau”. Wie geht es Ihnen heute, Frau Miiller? How are you today, Mrs. Mueller? Under no circumstances should you, at a first meeting, address an older person
simply by their first name.But it can be even more complicated in Austria. Although the use of aristocratic titles (like Count or Duke) has been banned since the foundation of the republic in 1919, Austrians love to use academic titles in front of their names. Don’t be surprised to hear “Frau Doktor” for someone with a doctorate, or perhaps “Frau
Ingenieurin” for a certified engineer, or even “Herr Magister”, for someone with a masters degree. Everywhere else in the world, it seems to be standard practice to give the birthday boy or girl a present, a cake or some kind of treat on their special day. But if you work in a German company, one thing is certain: Don’t expect any flowers. On your
birthday, it’s you who will have to dip into your pockets, and invite your colleagues to coffee and cake or a round of drinks.Angele KampFabio AlvesGerman punctuality is a global stereotype, right? Well this time, it’s pretty much correct. In Germany, most people are punctual; rather too early than too late. Within reason, of course. Don’t turn up 30
minutes early to dinner. Most Germans tend to be fairly straight-talking too. Small talk is not a German virtue, so get to the point. Mitchell HollanderIn Germany, smoking is also not allowed in restaurants or bars, but is ok on the street. At train stations and airports there are designated smoking areas. Smoking outside of these areas will get you at
best some very withering looks, and at worst, will cost you a fine. But one thing is a no-go for all smokers: Never light a cigarette on a candle. A common superstition says doing so kills a sailor. Benn McGuinnessPublic toilets aren’t usually free in Germany. You should have at least 50 cents in your pocket, just in case. At rest stations on the Autobahn,
in shopping malls or in train stations, a trip to spend a penny might cost 70 cents or a Euro. What’s a little unusual for visitors is that this cost is sometimes “refunded” in the form of a shopping voucher, that can be put towards the cost of a coffee or something similar. Ah, and do NOT expect contactless payment. In a lot of Germany, cash is still very
much king.Paolo ChiabrandoMen, if you’re lucky enough to be invited to attend a German wedding, it’s important to keep a close eye on the groom. Male guests at a wedding tend to take their fashion cues from the groom; only when the host loosens up his tie or takes of his jacket, may his guests do the same. But exceptions of course confirm the
rule.lacob HiticaslIf you visit a local German bar, try ordering a “Herrengedeck”. You'll be served a beer and a schnapps - normally a pilsner and a “Korn“, which is a clear, mild grain spirit. Although the consumption of alcohol per capita has been decreasing year on year, it’s fair to say that most Germans like a drink.Bence BorosAnd the laws allowing
for that might surprise some visitors. Beer and wine, for example, can be consumed in a bar or cafe by customers aged 16 and above, rather than 18 or 21 years old, as is standard in many other countries.But no matter where you are, even in a brewery, if you’d prefer something non-alcoholic, just order it. No-one will mind. For a typically German
soft-drink, try ordering a “Spezi” or a “Mezzo Mix"“. It’s a blend of cola and orange soda, and tastes better than it sounds!The disposal of rubbish in Germany should be a subject of academic study. First things first: It’s important to separate waste. Germans take a lot of pride in that. One bin for paper, one bin for recyclables, one bin for organic waste
(like food scraps or vegetable peelings), one bin for the rest.Leon SeibertThen the Germans dispose of their old batteries separately. And their old light bulbs too. And it’s crucial to distinguish between different drinks bottles. There are “Mehrweg” bottles (which are bottles that are cleaned and reused) and there are “Einweg” bottles (which are
mostly plastic bottles that are only used once and can be destroyed or recycled). Normally, there is a deposit on both. Sometimes it’s eight cents, sometimes 15 and sometimes 25. But not always. Most supermarkets have an automatic machine where you can bring your returnable bottles, and collect a voucher for your deposit.The rest of your glass
jars and bottles can be brought to the recycling centre, where you may dipose of them according to their colour: clear, brown or green. And what if you have a blue glass bottle? Put some flowers in it and turn it into a vase.Clinking glasses and saying a short toast before drinking is common in Germany. But there is something very important to
remember... ALWAYS, and we mean ALWAYS, look the person you are clinking glasses with directly in the eye. According to German superstition, a failure to adhere to this rule will be punished with seven years of bad sex! And you never cross your arms when talking with someone. There’s no punishment for that, but it’s considered poor
manners.Tabitha Turnerlf you're eating in a restaurant or at a dinner party and need to leave the table briefly or just need a little break, you can show that you haven’t yet finished eating by leaving your knife and fork crossed on your plate. Lay the tines of the fork across the blade of the knife. If you have finished, however, and want to have your
plate cleared or you want to indicate that you don’t want to eat any more, then place your knife parallel to your fork on the plate, at the five o’clock position. That way the waiter or your host will know you're finished.Filip MishevskiUnlike in many other countries, there is no such thing as free water in German restaurants. If you order water, you’ll
normally get bottled mineral water. If you want tap water, you’ll have to specifically ask for it, and there will likely be a service charge on it. As tap water is far more environmentally friendly than the bottled kind, some restaurants are changing this behavior though. But don’t expect free ice. Ever.Ibrahim Boranlf you are invited to someone’s home in
Germany, there are only two small things you need to keep in mind. Firstly, be on time and secondly, bring a small gift for your host. A bottle of wine, some flowers or a small box of chocolates is always fine. The more personal the better.Anastasia ZheninaTable manners are generally important in Germany. They show respect for your host and for
those dining with you. Sit up straight and keep your elbows off the table. Be sure to use both your knife and fork while eating, not just your fork. When eating soup with a spoon, bring your spoon up to your mouth. Don’t slouch over your plate. It’s considered sloppy behavior.Andrik LangfieldIn Germany, when eating, most people like to talk about the
food they’re enjoying, so drop in a positive comment. If you like what you’'ve been served, it’s perfectly ok to ask for another portion. Indeed, it’ll be seen as a compliment. If you’'ve brought wine or dessert, and there’s some left after the meal, it stays with your host. Don’t be tempted to take it with you. As we say in Germany, a gift is a gift. Germany,
known for its rich cultural heritage and culinary traditions, places great importance on table manners and rituals. Whether you’'re dining in a cozy home or a fine restaurant, understanding these customs will enhance your dining experience and help you navigate social situations with grace. Let’s delve into the fascinating world of German dining
etiquette. Germans take pride in setting a beautifully adorned table. Here are some key elements: Tischdecke und Servietten (Tablecloth and Napkins): A clean, well-ironed tablecloth is essential. Cloth napkins are neatly folded and placed beside each plate. Geschirr, Besteck, Glaser (Dishes, Cutlery, and Glasses): Each place setting includes a plate,
fork, knife, spoon, and glass. The fork is on the left, the knife and spoon on the right. The blade of the knife faces inward. Kerze und Kerzenhalter (Candle and Candleholder): A simple candle adds warmth to the table. Avoid scented candles during meals. Blumen (Flowers): Fresh flowers in a small vase create an inviting atmosphere. Salz- und
Pfefferstreuer (Salt and Pepper Shakers): These are usually placed within easy reach. Germans adhere to certain rules when dining: Nicht schmatzen (No Slurping): Avoid making noise while eating or drinking. Nicht mit vollem Mund reden (No Talking with a Full Mouth): Finish chewing before speaking. Erst essen, wenn allen serviert ist (Wait for
Everyone to Be Served): Begin eating only after everyone has their meal. Korrekte Haltung bei Tisch (Proper Posture): Sit up straight and avoid slouching. Richtiger Umgang mit dem Besteck (Proper Use of Cutlery): Use the fork for lighter foods and the knife for cutting. Keep your hands visible above the table. Different regions in Germany have their
own unique customs: North vs. South: In the north, people tend to be more reserved, while southern Germans are known for their conviviality. Wine Culture: In southern regions, wine accompanies meals. Raise your glass and say “Prost!” (Cheers) before taking a sip. Bread Etiquette: Germans love their bread. Break it into smaller pieces and place it
on the side of your plate. To avoid embarrassment during business dinners or social gatherings: Gutes Benehmen bei Tisch (Good Table Manners): Use utensils properly, chew quietly, and engage in pleasant conversation. Wie Kinder lernen mit dem Loffel zu essen (How Children Learn to Use a Spoon): Teach children early about cutlery use.
Remember that customs vary worldwide. While in Germany, embrace their traditions, and when traveling, adapt to local practices. In conclusion, German table manners reflect a blend of tradition, respect, and conviviality. So, next time you sit down for a meal in Germany, enjoy the delicious food and immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of
Tischsitten und Rituale! Remember, good table manners not only make dining enjoyable but also foster meaningful connections. Prost! [J] It is always important to remember one’s manners, whether eating at a restaurant or with family in their home. Here is a brief guide as to what to expect and how to behave when eating in Germany. How One
(Politely) Eats in Germany Certain sets of table manners emerged in many European countries in the 18th and 19th centuries as symbols of cultural development and class distinction. Today, some families still value these century-old rituals. Forks a held in the left hand, knives in the right hand. Silverware, napkins, bread plates and glasses occupy
are set in specific orders and arrangements. During dinners with many courses, you'll use the silverware from the outside to the inside. And loud conversation and noises during the meal are frowned upon. Dinner Table Manners Compared to American eating culture, Germans tend to eat less with their fingers and use forks and knives, even when
eating french fries. Both a knife and fork are used in order to eat a sit-down meal. Do not just use your knife to first cut your food and then only eat with your fork the little pieces. Don’t cut white asparagus with knives. Germans do not put one hand on the lap while they eat, as it is customary in the US. In fact, Germans consider that a rude manner,
similar to putting both elbows on the table. Make sure you compliment the home-cook or chef by saying “das schmeckt (gut/lecker/wunderbar)!” This means that the food tastes good/yummy/wonderful. When eating or drinking together, wait until someone says “Guten Appetit” or wants to “anstossen”(say “cheers.” During festive dinners with friends,
your boss or acquaintances, it is common that the host or guest holds a small speech, congratulating or toasting the host or acknowledge the chef. Manners in a Restaurant: Unlike in the US, in many German restaurants you don’t have to wait for a host to be seated. (unless it is a particularly fancy restaurant). You can simply find a table that is free
and sit down. At bars, in cafés and in informal crowded Restaurants, it is perfectly OK to sit down at a table that is shared with strangers. Simply make sure to first ask, “Ist hier noch frei”? (Is this seat vacant?) Don’t expect any ice cubes in your soda, you need to ask for it. There are NO free refills on drinks, and the basket of bread or pretzels on the
table usually costs extra. Don’t be surprised if you are charged for what you eat. Water will not automatically be brought to your table. You have to order it, and you will be brought bottled water which you have to pay for. You will be asked if you want the water “mit oder ohne Kohlensaure” meaning still or sparkling. If you want tap water you will
have to specify that you would rather have “Leitungswasser.” Note: it is not customary to serve tap water at a restaurant in Germany. You will notice that noise levels in German restaurants are a great deal lower than in US restaurants, no matter if you’re in casual or fine dining restaurants. Germans deem it as rude to hold loud conversations at
dinner tables and rather whisper than shout. When you cross your knife and fork on your plate, it means you are merely pausing. Laying your knife and fork side by side at the edge of a plate, it means you are finished, and the waiter may come and take your plate away. Doggie bags are relatively unknown, so your waiter/tress will be surprised if you
ask to take leftovers home with you. Tips are not expected to be as generous as in the US, since German wait staff are usually paid more per hour. A general rule is to round up the bill, so if your bill is, say 22.50 Euros you might give 24.00 or 25.00 Euros. A general rule of thumb is to leave about 10%. Unlike in the US, you may find that your
waiter/waitress will remain at the table while you pay. This means you need to make sure to let them know how much tip you want to leave. For example, if your bill is 15.70 Euros and you want to leave 1.30 Euros as a tip, then say “Siebzehn bitte” when handing him/her a 20 Euro note. Credit cards will be accepted in the majority of restaurants and
waiters will come to the table with a small hand-held machine to swipe your credit card. Cash is still a common method to pay at restaurants. When traveling to Germany or dining with German friends, understanding the local table manners can enhance your experience and show respect for cultural norms. German table manners, or “Tischmanieren,”
reflect the country’s values of order, respect, and formality. In this comprehensive guide, we explore the essential aspects of dining etiquette in Germany to help you navigate meals with confidence and grace. In Germany, the seating arrangement at a dining table is often predetermined, especially during formal occasions. The host usually assigns
seats, with the most honored guest seated to the right of the host. When attending a less formal gathering or dining out, it’s polite to wait until the host or the eldest person at the table invites you to sit down. Germans are particular about the use of utensils. The continental style of using cutlery - holding the fork in the left hand and the knife in the
right - is the norm here. It is considered good manners to keep both hands above the table during the meal and not rest your elbows on the table. Once you have finished eating, place your knife and fork side by side at the 5:25 position on your plate to indicate that you are done. Bread is a common starter in German meals and is usually served with
butter or spreads. It is customary to use your hands to break the bread into smaller pieces before buttering. Unlike in some cultures, it is impolite in Germany to use your knife to cut bread directly on the dinner table. Punctuality is highly valued in German culture, and this extends to dining. Arriving on time for a meal is a sign of respect. Meals often
begin with a communal toast, usually led by the host, and it’s polite to maintain eye contact when clinking glasses. The phrase “Guten Appetit” is commonly used to wish everyone a good meal before starting to eat. When dining in Germany, it is polite to use serving utensils rather than your personal cutlery to serve yourself from communal dishes.
Always pass dishes to the right and remember to ask others before taking the last piece from any serving plate. Table conversation in Germany is generally formal, especially at business or formal dinners. Topics such as politics and religion are typically avoided. It's important to engage with all guests, making eye contact and ensuring not to dominate
the conversation. When it comes to drinking, particularly beer and wine, there are etiquettes to follow. Always allow the host to serve you and wait for a toast before taking your first sip. During a toast, it’s customary to clink glasses with everyone at the table, and as with the initial toast, maintaining eye contact is key. Mastering the “Tischmanieren”
is essential for anyone looking to integrate smoothly into German dining culture. By adhering to these table manners, you not only show respect for your hosts and fellow diners but also enrich your dining experience in Germany. Whether you're at a formal dinner or a casual meal, these guidelines will help you navigate the dining table with ease and
confidence. This guide ensures you're well-prepared to dine gracefully in Germany, respecting and enjoying the rich traditions that define German “Tischmanieren.” Related articles:How to Behave In a Restaurant in GermanyDining Etiquette in Germany



