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Spam	text	messages	example

Spam	text	messages	have	become	a	significant	concern	for	Americans,	with	a	record-breaking	47.8	billion	unsolicited	texts	received	in	2022.	The	latest	statistics	show	a	55%	increase	in	spam	text	messages	in	2023,	indicating	a	growing	trend	in	this	type	of	cyber	threat.	Businesses	use	text	messages	extensively	for	both	promotional	and	transactional
purposes,	leading	to	an	increasingly	prevalent	nuisance.	Spam	text	messages	can	be	annoying	and	pose	serious	security	risks,	making	it	essential	to	stay	informed	and	protected.	Spam	text	messages	are	unsolicited	and	often	malicious	messages	sent	to	mobile	phones,	coming	from	unknown	numbers	or	disguised	as	legitimate	contacts.	Recent
incidents	and	consequences	include	the	Netflix	Phishing	Scam	and	COVID-19	Vaccine	Scam,	which	resulted	in	compromised	accounts	and	financial	losses.	To	identify	spam	text	messages,	be	cautious	of	unexpected	messages	from	unknown	numbers,	urgent	language	that	creates	a	sense	of	urgency,	suspicious	links,	and	requests	for	personal
information.	Hover	over	links	to	reveal	their	true	destination	and	never	click	on	them.	Spam	text	messages	come	in	various	forms,	designed	to	deceive	recipients	in	different	ways.	Examples	include	account	suspension	messages	with	malicious	links,	congratulations	messages	with	phishing	sites,	and	other	types	of	scams	that	exploit	users'	concerns
about	their	financial	security.	Urgent:	Be	cautious	of	fake	prize	offers,	delivery	notifications,	and	password	update	requests	that	attempt	to	trick	you	into	revealing	personal	information	or	visiting	malicious	websites.	Instead,	follow	these	strategies	to	avoid	falling	prey	to	spam	texts:	1.	Don't	respond	to	suspicious	messages;	even	if	they	ask	you	to	stop
receiving	them.	2.	Block	numbers	that	send	spam	messages	using	your	phone's	built-in	features.	3.	Report	the	message	by	forwarding	it	to	7726	(SPAM)	or	through	a	security	app	like	RoboKiller,	Truecaller,	or	Hiya.	4.	Install	reputable	security	apps	for	filtering	and	blocking	spam	texts.	5.	Enable	Two-Factor	Authentication	(2FA)	whenever	possible	to
add	an	extra	layer	of	security	to	your	accounts.	6.	Keep	your	phone's	operating	system	and	apps	updated	with	the	latest	software	patches.	New	technologies	like	silent	network	authentication	are	also	emerging	to	help	prevent	spams	through	critical	authentication	use	cases	like	OTP	verification.	Governments	and	regulatory	bodies,	such	as	the
Federal	Communications	Commission	(FCC)	and	the	CAN-SPAM	Act,	have	implemented	measures	to	combat	spam	text	messages.	In	conclusion,	stay	informed	about	the	latest	trends	and	employ	best	practices	for	identification	and	prevention	to	protect	yourself	from	malicious	spam	texts.	Remember,	vigilance	and	caution	are	your	best	defense
against	these	types	of	scams.	Getting	bombarded	by	spam	texts	on	your	phone	can	be	super	annoying,	but	it's	even	worse	when	you	engage	with	them,	as	this	can	leave	you	open	to	cyber	threats.	According	to	a	report	from	Robokiller,	Americans	got	hit	with	78	billion	robotexts	in	the	first	half	of	2023	alone!	While	not	all	spam	texts	are	straight-up
scams,	many	are	attempts	by	bad	guys	to	steal	your	cash	or	personal	info.	It's	tough	to	tell	which	ones	are	harmless	and	which	are	hazardous,	so	it's	key	to	be	cautious	with	unsolicited	messages.	By	learning	how	to	spot	and	block	these	unwanted	texts,	you	can	better	protect	yourself	from	their	dangers.	So,	what	should	you	look	out	for?	Spam	texts
often	come	from	unknown	numbers,	have	grammar	mistakes,	or	use	pressure	tactics	like	threats	or	fake	offers	that	are	too	good	to	be	true.	Be	wary	of	suspicious	caller	IDs,	weird	requests,	or	writing	that	doesn't	sound	quite	right.	Here	are	some	extra	tips	on	how	to	identify	scam	or	spam	texts:	Numbers	you	don't	recognize:	Treat	any	unsolicited	texts
from	numbers	you	don't	have	saved	as	contacts	with	skepticism.	Grammar	and	spelling	mistakes:	Cybercrooks	might	put	in	errors	on	purpose	to	weed	out	cautious	folks,	but	others	do	it	by	accident	when	writing	in	a	different	language.	Don't	rely	on	this	clue	alone,	though	-	some	spam	texts	can	be	grammatically	correct!	Unrealistic	offers	or
giveaways:	Scammers	love	to	promise	the	moon	to	get	you	to	send	them	cash	or	give	up	your	personal	info.	Urgent	or	threatening	messages:	Scammers	often	use	threats	or	create	a	sense	of	urgency	to	get	you	to	hand	over	your	info	or	money	without	thinking.	For	example,	they	might	say	you'll	face	legal	trouble	if	you	don't	pay	an	"overdue	debt."
Requests	for	personal	info:	Scammers	pretend	to	be	legit	companies	or	government	agencies	to	try	and	steal	your	personal	data.	This	tactic,	called	spoofing,	makes	it	harder	to	tell	the	real	deal	from	a	fake	text.	Suspicious	links	or	attachments:	Scam	texts	often	have	sketchy	links	or	attachments	that	can	lead	you	to	phishing	pages	designed	to	steal
your	info	or	malware	that	can	infect	your	device	if	you	click	on	them.	If	you	get	an	unsolicited	text	with	suspicious	links,	pushy	demands,	or	unrealistic	promises,	don't	interact	with	it	-	block	the	sender	and	secure	your	phone	instead!	Fake	messages	can	be	tricky	to	spot,	but	here	are	some	examples	to	help	you	identify	them:	1.	Prize	or	lottery	scams:
Scammers	promise	big	rewards	but	only	deliver	disappointment.	They	may	ask	for	personal	details	or	payment	to	receive	a	prize.	Example	of	a	fake	Amazon	text	claiming	someone	won	a	$500	gift	card.	2.	Fake	delivery	notifications:	Scammers	claim	your	package	is	on	hold	and	urge	you	to	confirm	your	address,	often	using	trusted	brand	names	like
USPS	and	UPS.	Example	of	a	fake	USPS	text	claiming	a	parcel	is	being	detained	due	to	an	invalid	zip	code.	3.	Bank	impersonation	scams:	Criminals	pretend	to	be	from	the	bank	to	get	you	to	disclose	financial	information	or	other	data.	Example	of	a	bank	impersonation	text	scam	claiming	someone	needs	to	enter	their	social	security	number	to	log	in.
4.	IRS	text	scams:	Scammers	claim	you	owe	taxes,	threatening	legal	action	or	asset	seizure	unless	you	pay	them.	Example	of	an	IRS	impersonation	text	claiming	someone	owes	back	taxes.	5.	Overdue	toll	notices:	Cybercriminals	threaten	legal	action	if	you	don't	pay	a	fake	overdue	toll	payment	and	may	include	links	to	fake	websites.	Never	respond	to
texts	about	winning	prizes	or	payments,	especially	if	you	didn’t	enter	a	contest.	To	verify	suspicious	charges,	contact	the	issuer	directly	or	check	their	official	website	for	secure	payment	options.	Be	wary	of	fake	toll	notice	scams	claiming	unpaid	tolls	from	recent	journeys.	Job	offer	scams	often	arrive	via	unsolicited	texts	promising	high-paying	work-
from-home	jobs	with	minimal	effort	required.	Cybercrooks	may	target	individuals	on	job	sites	or	spam	multiple	numbers	in	hopes	some	will	be	looking	for	employment.	Fake	job	offers	can	include	unrelated	job	listings,	vague	details,	or	malicious	links	to	obtain	sensitive	information.	Cryptocurrency	scam	texts	try	to	trick	you	into	investing	in	fake
crypto	platforms	or	schemes.	Initially,	scammers	might	send	fake	account	growth	screenshots	to	encourage	further	investment.	In	some	cases,	they	invite	victims	to	join	expert	cryptocurrency	groups	promising	incredible	returns	with	insider	tips	and	request	payments	through	apps	like	Cash	App.	To	block	spam	text	messages:	-	Use	your	phone's	built-
in	settings	menu	to	block	the	sender.	-	Blocking	these	messages	will	prevent	further	contact	attempts	from	that	number.	For	iPhone	users,	open	the	Messages	app,	select	the	spam	message,	tap	the	name	or	number	at	the	top,	and	scroll	down	to	Block	this	Caller.	This	won't	notify	the	sender;	you'll	simply	stop	receiving	their	messages.	Android	users
can	block	spam	texts	by	opening	their	Messages	app,	selecting	the	spam	text,	tapping	the	three-dot	menu,	and	choosing	Block	&	report	spam.	All	future	attempts	from	this	number	will	go	straight	into	the	spam	folder.	To	stop	spam	text	messages:	-	Utilize	built-in	messaging	filters	on	your	phone	or	a	third-party	app	to	help	minimize	spam.	-	Take	extra
steps	to	reduce	unwanted	messages,	such	as	reporting	spammers	or	blocking	their	numbers.	Getting	rid	of	unwanted	data	on	social	media	platforms	and	people	search	websites	is	a	good	starting	point	in	stopping	spam	messages.	To	reduce	the	amount	of	unwanted	texts	you	receive	on	your	iPhone,	use	its	built-in	filtering	feature	to	divert	unknown
senders	into	a	separate	folder.	This	way,	you	won't	be	bothered	by	notifications	when	these	messages	arrive.	Follow	these	steps	to	enable	this	feature:	Open	Settings	and	navigate	to	Messages.	Under	Message	Filtering,	toggle	on	Filter	Unknown	Senders.	Additionally,	go	to	Phone	settings	and	silence	unknown	callers	by	enabling	Silence	Unknown
Callers.	You	can	also	use	Google's	built-in	spam	protection	on	Android	devices	if	you're	using	the	default	messaging	app.	If	your	spam	protection	is	already	active	due	to	previous	settings	changes,	you	won't	have	to	do	anything	else.	To	activate	it	manually:	Open	Google	Messages,	go	to	your	profile	picture	in	the	top-right	corner	and	select	Message
settings.	Scroll	down,	tap	Spam	protection	and	toggle	on	Enable	spam	protection.	There	are	also	third-party	apps	that	can	help	block	unwanted	texts	and	calls,	such	as	Verizon's	Call	Filter	or	Robokiller.	These	tools	claim	to	eliminate	up	to	99%	of	spam	messages.	You	can	find	these	apps	on	the	Google	Play	Store	or	Apple	Appstore.	To	minimize	your
phone	number's	visibility	online,	consider	removing	it	from	people	search	websites	like	TruthFinder,	FastPeopleSearch,	and	BeenVerified.	Here's	how:	Use	a	search	engine	to	find	yourself	online,	create	a	list	of	people	search	sites	with	your	information,	then	go	to	each	site	and	submit	an	opt-out	request	through	their	designated	pages.	For	added
protection	against	public	exposure	of	personal	data,	consider	using	LifeLock,	which	includes	a	Privacy	Monitor	feature	that	scans	common	people-search	websites	for	your	information.	If	you	receive	a	spam	text,	do	not	respond	or	click	any	links.	Instead,	block	the	sender	and	report	the	message	to	both	your	phone	company's	FTC.	This	will	help
prevent	further	spam	texts.	Block	numbers	and	report	messages	to	protect	your	data	security.	Consider	signing	up	for	LifeLock	identity	theft	protection	to	detect	exposure	of	your	personal	information	online	Given	text:	pararamphrased	text	message	scams,	also	known	as	SMS	scams	or	text	message	fraud,	refer	to	deceptive	and	fraudulent	schemes
conducted	through	text	messages	sent	to	individuals’	mobile	devices.	These	scams	typically	involve	tricking	recipients	into	divulging	sensitive	personal	information,	financial	details,	or	clicking	on	malicious	links	that	can	lead	to	identity	theft,	financial	loss,	or	unauthorized	access	to	personal	accounts.	Text	message	scams	exploit	the	ubiquity	of	texting
to	manipulate	recipients	into	taking	actions	that	benefit	the	scammers,	often	under	the	guise	of	legitimate	organizations	or	urgent	situations.	Despite	advancements	in	mobile	communications,	these	scams	persist.	To	protect	against	them,	it's	essential	to	be	aware	of	the	types	and	tactics	used.	Scam	text	messages	come	in	various	forms	and	tones,	with
the	intent	always	being	to	steal	money	or	sensitive	information.	Examples	include	SMS	phishing	scams	that	trick	recipients	into	divulging	personal	info	or	clicking	on	malicious	links.	Scammers	often	impersonate	legitimate	entities,	using	urgency	to	prompt	action,	and	may	even	use	familiar	company	names	or	phrases.	Examples	of	such	messages
include	tax	refund	scams	where	fraudsters	claim	eligibility	for	a	refund,	often	using	enticing	language	and	requesting	sensitive	information	in	return.	These	tactics	play	on	recipients'	desire	for	a	refund	and	their	trust	in	government	agencies.	Scammers	are	getting	more	sneaky,	sending	texts	that	make	victims	think	they've	won	something	or	owe
money,	hoping	to	get	sensitive	info	or	cash.	Legit	government	agencies	never	ask	for	fees	or	info	via	unsolicited	messages,	so	be	cautious	and	don't	click	on	links,	share	personal	stuff,	or	pay	anything	in	response.	Scam	messages	claiming	you've	won	a	contest	or	lottery	want	you	to	send	cash	or	data	to	collect	your	prize	–	it's	just	a	trick.	Scammers	are
also	impersonating	big	companies	like	Amazon	and	USPS,	saying	they	have	your	package	and	need	details	to	deliver	it.	They	might	ask	you	to	click	a	link	to	track	delivery,	which	is	just	a	way	to	steal	your	info.	Some	scammers	even	use	fake	investment	opportunities	that	promise	huge	returns	but	are	actually	just	scams	–	they'll	pressure	you	into
acting	fast.	Charity	text	message	scams	are	also	on	the	rise,	with	scammers	posing	as	legit	charity	organizations	to	get	people	to	donate.	They	might	ask	you	to	send	cash	directly	or	input	credit	card	details	on	their	site.	These	messages	often	use	emotional	blackmail	and	a	sense	of	urgency	to	get	you	to	act	quickly.	Job	seekers	are	also	being	targeted
by	scam	job-offer	texts	that	want	them	to	pay	for	a	job	or	click	a	link	to	accept	an	offer	–	legit	recruiters	never	ask	for	money	or	links.	And	finally,	scammers	are	using	fake	romance	messages	to	manipulate	people	emotionally	and	financially,	often	seeking	financial	assistance	through	wire	transfers,	gift	cards,	or	online	payments.	Government
Impersonation	SMS	Scams	on	the	Rise:	How	to	Identify	and	Avoid	Them	Cyber	attackers	use	government	impersonation	SMS	scams	to	deceive	victims	into	sharing	sensitive	information	or	paying	money.	These	messages	are	designed	to	appear	legitimate,	using	official	tones,	logos,	and	language	to	exploit	trust	in	government	entities.	To	identify	scam
text	messages,	look	for	these	signs:	•	Messages	from	unknown	numbers	not	in	your	contact	list	•	Numbers	that	don't	correspond	with	your	country's	mobile	number	code	•	Urgency	and	pressure	in	the	message	content	•	Misplaced	words	and	punctuation	•	Misuse	of	capitalization	•	Short	or	broken	links	•	Extra	words	and	misspellings	Genuine
organizations	do	not	request	sensitive	information	via	SMS.	Be	cautious	of	messages	requesting	personal	or	financial	info,	and	never	respond	to	unsolicited	requests	for	payment	or	donations.	Always	verify	the	authenticity	of	a	message	before	responding	or	taking	action.	Unwanted	texts	can	be	a	nuisance,	but	distinguishing	between	scams	and	spam
is	crucial	for	personal	security.	Scam	text	messages,	often	referred	to	as	smishing,	are	attempts	to	deceive	people	into	revealing	sensitive	info	by	posing	as	legitimate	entities	like	banks.	These	malicious	messages	can	prompt	recipients	to	click	on	suspicious	links	or	provide	personal	details,	putting	their	security	at	risk.	In	contrast,	SMS	spam	refers	to
bulk	unsolicited	texts	promoting	products	or	services.	While	annoying	and	potentially	costly,	these	unwanted	ads	aren't	inherently	malicious.	To	help	users	identify	potential	threats,	various	resources	are	available	online,	providing	examples	of	spam	text	messages.	These	may	include	promotional	messages	from	unknown	stores	or	contests	you've
never	entered.	It's	essential	to	understand	the	difference	between	scams	and	spam	to	know	how	to	respond	effectively	–	either	by	taking	steps	to	protect	yourself	from	security	breaches	or	simply	deleting	unwanted	messages.	As	scammers	become	more	sophisticated	in	their	tactics,	it's	vital	to	stay	informed	and	vigilant.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help
protect	against	scam	text	messages:	*	Never	click	on	links	from	unknown	sources	without	verifying	their	authenticity	first.	*	Exercise	caution	when	sharing	personal	info.	*	Verify	requests	through	official	channels	before	taking	any	action.	*	Install	reputable	security	software	and	keep	devices	up-to-date.	*	Regularly	clear	browsing	history,	downloads,
and	cache	to	remove	malware.	Tools	like	[	(	can	help	identify	and	thwart	SMS	scams,	safeguarding	personal	and	financial	security.	To	report	scam	text	messages:	1.	Contact	your	mobile	carrier	via	email,	text,	or	call.	2.	Report	to	regulatory	authorities	like	Action	Fraud	in	the	UK	or	FTC	Complaints	page	in	the	US.	3.	Forward	scam	messages	to	anti-
fraud	organizations,	such	as	7726	(except	for	Vodafone	users).	As	the	digital	landscape	expands,	scammers	will	continue	to	exploit	people's	ignorance	and	vulnerability	using	scam	text	messages.	Therefore,	staying	vigilant	and	protecting	oneself	is	essential.	Unsubscribing	from	our	SMS	list	is	always	an	option,	allowing	you	to	maintain	control	over
the	communications	we	send	to	you.


