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Example	of	a	complex	sentence

A	complex	sentence	typically	consists	of	one	independent	clause	and	one	or	more	dependent	clauses.	Independent	clauses	possess	a	subject	and	verb	and	can	function	as	standalone	sentences.	On	the	other	hand,	dependent	clauses	also	have	a	subject	and	verb	but	cannot	stand	alone	due	to	their	subordinate	nature.	They	often	add	crucial	information
to	the	main	sentence.	For	instance,	"I	love	going	outside"	is	an	independent	clause,	whereas	"when	the	weather	is	warm"	is	a	dependent	clause	that	provides	additional	context.	Combining	these	two	creates	a	complex	sentence:	"I	love	going	outside	when	the	weather	is	warm."	Dependent	clauses	frequently	begin	with	subordinating	conjunctions	like
as,	since,	although,	provided	that,	because,	unless,	once,	while,	when,	where,	before,	after,	until,	whenever,	and	wherever.	These	conjunctions	can	indicate	cause-and-effect	relationships	or	time/place	connections.	In	contrast,	a	compound	sentence	is	comprised	of	two	independent	clauses	joined	by	a	coordinating	conjunction	such	as	but,	and,	or,	so,
yet,	or	neither/nor.	This	type	of	sentence	differs	from	complex	sentences	that	combine	an	independent	clause	with	one	or	more	dependent	clauses.	With	her	family,	she	always	wears	jewelry	that	matches	her	outfit.	While	my	brother	enjoys	spicy	food,	I	prefer	milder	flavors.	Several	crops	grow	here,	even	though	it	rarely	rains	in	this	region.	Though	he
is	talented,	he	often	underestimates	his	own	abilities.	Although	the	company	faces	tough	competition,	it	continues	to	thrive	in	the	market.	I	think	you’d	like	this	book	since	you	love	historical	fiction.	He	always	studies	a	lot	before	taking	a	test.	Sometimes,	I	walk	to	work	as	long	as	the	weather	is	good.	My	mother	stays	up	late	whereas	my	father	goes	to
bed	early.	After	she	finished	her	studies,	she	traveled	around	Europe	for	six	months.	Although	they	were	tired,	they	stayed	up	late	to	finish	their	project.	He	immediately	called	for	help	when	he	saw	the	accident.	My	kids	often	misbehaved	whenever	they	had	a	babysitter.	Since	he	sold	his	car,	he	has	to	take	the	bus	to	work.	She	didn’t	ride	the	roller
coasters	even	though	she	was	old	enough	to	do	so.	When	they	arrived	at	the	restaurant,	they	realized	it	had	already	closed.	I	stayed	awake	until	my	husband	got	home	from	work.	Before	he	left	his	job,	he	wrote	a	number	of	training	manuals.	She	performed	very	well	on	stage	despite	being	quite	nervous.	After	I	finish	my	degree,	I	will	pursue	a	career
in	environmental	conservation.	She	will	visit	her	grandparents	next	weekend	as	she	hasn’t	seen	them	in	months.	Once	the	project	is	complete,	the	company	will	launch	its	new	product	on	the	market.	By	the	time	I	graduate,	I	will	have	traveled	to	at	least	five	different	countries.	We’re	going	to	clean	the	bathrooms	after	we’re	done	cleaning	the	kitchen.
They	will	be	driving	to	Florida	since	flights	are	too	expensive.	Electric	cars	will	become	more	popular	in	a	few	years	even	though	they’re	not	very	common	now.	I’m	going	to	start	preparing	dinner	before	I	leave	for	work.	Once	the	renovations	are	finished,	the	house	will	be	even	more	beautiful.	I	won’t	lend	you	any	more	money	until	you	pay	me	back.
While	I	was	studying	for	my	exam,	my	friends	were	watching	a	movie.	They	will	be	traveling	to	Europe	while	we	are	attending	the	conference.	As	the	sun	was	setting,	the	children	were	playing	in	the	park.	I	was	cleaning	the	house	all	evening	after	I	saw	how	dirty	it	was.	She	decided	to	take	a	training	course.	Complex	sentences	are	used	to	express
relationships	between	independent	and	dependent	clauses.	This	type	of	sentence	has	one	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	For	example:	We	must	not	swim	where	the	seals	are.	(The	independent	clause	is	highlighted.	It	is	an	independent	clause	because	it	could	stand	alone	as	a	sentence.	"where	the	seals	are"	is	a	dependent
clause.	It	could	not	stand	alone	as	a	sentence.)	There	are	many	ways	to	link	an	independent	clause	to	a	dependent	clause,	including	using	subordinating	conjunctions	such	as	though,	unless,	and	if.	For	instance:	-	If	it	rains	tomorrow,	we	will	stay	indoors	and	watch	movies.	-	She	won’t	pass	the	exam	unless	she	studies	a	lot.	-	If	I	won	the	lottery,	I	would
travel	around	the	world.	-	He	would	have	gone	to	the	party	if	he	hadn’t	been	so	tired.	-	If	I	had	known	about	the	event,	I	would	have	attended.	Some	common	subordinating	conjunctions	include:	-	Although	-	Because	-	Before	-	Even	though	-	If	-	Since	-	Until	-	When	Using	complex	sentences	can	provide	more	information	and	clarity	in	our	writing.	A
complex	sentence	is	a	type	of	main	sentence	structure,	one	of	four	main	categories.	It	consists	of	an	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause,	also	known	as	subordinate	clauses.	For	instance,	"The	human	brain	never	stops	working	until	you	stand	up	to	speak	in	public."	A	complex	sentence	can	be	identified	by	its	presence	of	both
independent	and	dependent	clauses.	Complex	sentences	are	often	compared	to	simple	sentences,	which	have	only	one	independent	clause.	Compound	sentences,	on	the	other	hand,	have	at	least	two	independent	clauses.	Understanding	complex	sentences	is	crucial	for	proper	punctuation,	as	it	helps	determine	whether	to	use	a	comma	with	the
dependent	clause.	The	placement	of	the	dependent	clause	affects	its	connection	to	the	independent	clause	and	whether	a	comma	is	necessary.	A	complex	sentence	is	a	sentence	that	contains	an	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	This	type	of	sentence	provides	more	information	to	explain	or	modify	the	main	point,	making	it	useful
when	additional	context	is	needed.	Complex	sentences	are	characterized	by	subordinating	conjunctions	like	because,	since,	or	until,	which	connect	clauses.	They	come	in	four	types:	simple,	complex,	compound,	and	compound-complex.	A	key	feature	of	complex	sentences	is	that	they	contain	a	dependent	clause,	which	cannot	stand	alone	as	a	complete
sentence.	One	common	type	of	complex	sentence	is	conditional,	discussing	imaginary	situations	with	an	if-then	structure.	To	use	complex	sentences	effectively,	it's	essential	to	understand	the	difference	between	independent	and	dependent	clauses.	Independent	clauses	are	complete	sentences	on	their	own,	while	dependent	clauses	lack	this
completeness	due	to	starting	with	subordinating	conjunctions.	One	simple	sentence	can't	be	a	complex	sentence.	Sometimes,	you	can	combine	two	simple	sentences	to	make	one	complex	sentence	by	using	a	subordinating	conjunction	if	the	sentences	are	logically	related.	Simple	sentences:	Troy	ate	a	giant	cookie.	He	got	a	stomachache.	Complex
sentence:	After	eating	a	giant	cookie,	he	got	a	stomachache.	To	create	a	complex	sentence,	you	just	need	to	use	the	right	subordinate	conjunction	and	worry	about	commas.	The	rule	is	that	if	the	dependent	clause	comes	first,	you	add	a	comma	between	it	and	the	independent	clause;	if	the	independent	clause	comes	first,	no	comma	is	needed.	Here	are
some	examples:	When	Thanos	attacked	Earth,	where	were	the	Eternals?	Where	were	the	Eternals	when	Thanos	attacked	Earth?	Famous	writers	also	use	complex	sentences	in	their	writing.	For	example,	"If	the	path	is	beautiful,	let	us	not	ask	where	it	leads."	-	Anatole	France,	"It	is	an	ironic	habit	of	human	beings	to	run	faster	when	they	have	lost	their
way."	-	Rollo	May,	and	many	more.	Once	you	get	used	to	using	subordinate	conjunctions	and	dependent	clauses,	complex	sentences	are	easy	to	construct	and	improve.	Hotel	where	we	had	farewell	dinner	is	being	shut	down.	I	will	be	on	my	way	when	my	brother	picks	me	up.	Structure	of	Complex	Sentence	A	complex	sentence	is	created	by	combining
an	independent	clause	with	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	Independent	clause	can	stand	alone	as	a	complete	sentence,	but	the	dependent	clause	cannot	and	only	adds	additional	information	to	it.	Independent	Clause	+	Subordinating	Conjunction	+	Dependent	Clause	Independent	Clause:	Main	part	of	the	sentence	that	expresses	main	idea	and	can
stand	alone.	Dependent	Clause:	Provides	additional	information	and	cannot	be	used	alone.	Subordinating	Conjunctions:	Connect	dependent	clause	to	independent	clause,	showing	relation	between	two	sentences.	Examples	are	'because',	'although',	'while'	etc.	Rules	of	Complex	Sentence	When	using	complex	sentences,	it's	important	to	follow	specific
English	grammar	rules	to	ensure	proper	usage.	Here	are	the	key	rules	for	constructing	complex	sentences.	Rule	1:	One	Independent	Clause	Required	A	complex	sentence	must	contain	one	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	Rule	2:	Use	Subordinating	Conjunctions	Dependent	clauses	are	introduced	by	subordinating	conjunctions
such	as	'when',	'where',	'before',	'after',	'if',	unless	etc.	Rule	3:	Punctuation	Guidelines	If	the	dependent	clause	comes	first,	place	a	comma	after	it.	However,	if	the	independent	clause	comes	first,	no	comma	is	needed.	1.The	students	rush	out	of	school	as	soon	as	the	bell	rings.	2.When	he	feels	stressed,	he	goes	for	a	walk	to	clear	his	mind.	3.We	stayed
home	because	it	was	raining	heavily	outside.	4.The	phone	rang	while	I	was	in	the	bathroom	and	couldn't	answer	it.	5.She	went	to	work	even	though	she	was	feeling	unwell.	Relative	Complex	Sentences:	1.	The	car	that	he	bought	last	month	is	very	fuel-efficient.	2.	The	team	whose	performance	was	the	best	won	the	championship.	3.	The	cafe	where	we
had	dinner	last	week	is	very	popular	among	locals.	4.	The	series	that	we	watched	last	night	was	really	scary	and	kept	me	up	all	night.	Noun	Clause	Complex	Sentences:	1.The	fact	that	he	was	late	made	him	miss	the	bus.	2.We	will	go	on	a	picnic	if	the	weather	permits.	3.What	she	said	about	the	new	policy	has	raised	some	concerns.	4.His	idea	is	that
we	should	try	something	new	this	year.	5.I	am	worried	about	what	will	happen	when	I	lose	my	job.	Practice	Exercises:	1.	Because	I	was	sleepy,	I	went	to	bed.	2.	Because	he	didn’t	feel	well,	he	didn’t	go	to	school.	3.	If	he	works	hard,	he	will	succeed	in	his	career.	4.	Since	the	weather	was	bad,	we	stayed	home	and	watched	movies	instead.	5.	Because
the	food	was	delicious,	we	ate	a	lot	and	asked	for	seconds.	6.	Because	he	was	sick,	he	didn’t	go	to	the	office	and	had	to	work	from	home.	7.	Because	the	series	was	boring,	we	left	early	and	went	to	get	some	fresh	air.	8.	Since	it	was	a	holiday,	we	went	to	the	beach	and	spent	the	day	soaking	up	the	sun.	9.	Although	it	was	snowing	heavily	outside,	we
went	for	a	walk	and	enjoyed	the	scenery.	10.	Because	he	didn’t	study	hard	enough,	he	failed	the	exam	and	has	to	retake	it.	A	complex	sentence	is	created	by	combining	an	independent	clause	with	one	or	more	dependent	clauses.	This	is	often	done	using	a	subordinating	conjunction	like	"because,"	"although,"	or	"if."	For	example:	"Because	she	was	late
again,	she	would	be	docked	a	day’s	pay."	To	identify	a	complex	sentence,	look	for	both	an	independent	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause	connected	by	a	subordinating	conjunction.	However,	the	independent	clause	can	stand	alone	as	a	complete	sentence.	A	key	difference	between	simple	and	complex	sentences	is	that	simple	sentences	have	only	one
independent	clause,	while	complex	sentences	have	multiple	clauses.	Examples	of	complex	sentences	include:	"We	proceeded	to	the	park	despite	unfavorable	weather	conditions,"	or	"Had	I	studied	harder,	I	would	have	succeeded	in	the	exam."	In	writing,	a	subordinate	clause	(also	called	a	dependent	clause)	cannot	stand	alone	as	a	complete	sentence.
Instead,	it	complements	the	main	clause	and	adds	meaning	to	the	overall	sentence.	A	subordinate	clause	starts	with	a	subordinating	conjunction	like	"while,"	"when,"	or	"because"	to	establish	a	connection	with	the	main	clause.	Using	complex	sentences	can	make	your	writing	appear	more	human-like	and	help	you	avoid	detection	by	AI	tools	when
writing	essays,	reports,	or	other	assignments.	hence	provided	that	therefore	consequently	though	due	to	because	unless	once	and	after	relative	pronouns	such	as	which	who	whom	that	whichever	whoever	whomever	whose	complex	sentences	express	relationships	between	ideas	with	precision	illustrating	their	structure	and	function	in	practice	the
storm	passed	we	ventured	outside	to	assess	the	damage	subordinate	clause	establishes	when	main	action	occurred	before	accepting	position	James	examined	company’s	reputation	indicates	something	happened	before	main	clause	children	played	garden	while	parents	prepared	dinner	kitchen	subordinate	clause	shows	simultaneous	actions	after
graduated	university	Maya	traveled	through	Southeast	Asia	six	months	subordinate	clause	establishes	sequence	events	whenever	visit	grandmother	she	insists	cooking	favorite	childhood	meals	subordinate	clause	indicates	recurring	temporal	relationship	because	traffic	was	unusually	heavy	we	arrived	late	conference	subordinate	clause	explains
reason	main	clause	since	completed	preliminary	research	can	move	directly	analysis	phase	subordinate	clause	provides	reason	conclusion	main	clause	team	celebrated	enthusiastically	exceeded	sales	targets	consecutive	quarter	subordinate	clause	explains	cause	celebration	historic	building	renovated	because	structural	integrity	compromised
subordinate	clause	gives	reason	renovation	as	technology	continues	evolve	companies	adapt	strategies	accordingly	subordinate	clause	establishes	causal	relationship	ongoing	implications	if	weather	improves	tomorrow	go	hiking	mountains	subordinate	clause	establishes	condition	main	clause	you	won’t	considered	position	unless	submit	application
deadline	subordinate	clause	presents	necessary	condition	negative	terms	project	proceed	planned	provided	secure	funding	subordinate	clause	establishes	specific	condition	met	if	told	me	about	problem	earlier	could	have	helped	find	solution	subordinate	clause	presents	unfulfilled	condition	past	you	can	borrow	car	whenever	need	fill	tank	afterwards
subordinate	clause	establishes	conditional	relationship	stipulation	although	raining	heavily	outdoor	concert	proceeded	scheduled	subordinate	clause	presents	contrast	unexpected	circumstance	though	research	findings	differed	expectations	experimental	outcome	still	Although	Alex	had	never	scaled	a	mountain,	his	novice	status	allowed	him	to
achieve	the	summit	before	experts	did.	Similarly,	despite	challenging	economic	conditions,	the	small	business	continued	to	thrive.	My	conclusion	about	this	topic	is	different	from	yours,	although	I	acknowledge	your	viewpoint.	The	professor	spoke	slowly	so	that	international	students	could	follow	the	lecture	more	easily,	and	we	left	early	to	stop	at	a
historical	site	on	our	way.	The	company	invested	in	new	technology	for	long-term	productivity	increase,	and	instructions	were	translated	into	multiple	languages	for	employee	accessibility.	The	scout	moved	quietly	through	the	forest	to	avoid	alerting	wildlife,	while	the	woman	who	won	the	marathon	trained	at	high	altitudes	for	six	months.	Everyone
has	been	discussing	that	book	finally	arrived	at	our	local	library,	and	solar	panels,	which	convert	sunlight	into	electricity,	are	becoming	increasingly	affordable.	Students	completing	all	assignments	will	receive	extra	credit,	and	the	historic	building	being	restored	by	specialists	was	constructed	in	the	late	19th	century.	The	concert	sold	out	within
minutes	of	tickets	becoming	available	due	to	its	immense	popularity.	She	spoke	about	her	experiences	as	if	she	had	been	there	herself,	using	a	manner	of	speaking	that	was	similar	to	an	experienced	employee	who	handles	such	situations	with	ease.	The	athlete	moved	in	a	way	that	defied	gravity,	much	like	someone	who	can	see	beyond	the	surface
level.	When	meeting,	I'll	meet	you	at	the	old	oak	tree	where	the	path	divides,	which	is	a	location	specified	by	the	surroundings.	Whatever	the	team	plays,	their	fans	will	follow	to	support	them	wherever	they	play,	indicating	a	relationship	between	location	and	loyalty.	The	archaeologists	concentrated	their	excavation	at	the	site	indicated	by	ancient
texts	that	showed	a	temple	once	stood	there.	Our	guide	led	us	to	a	place	where	the	river	narrows	between	two	cliffs,	choosing	a	strategic	spot	for	our	journey.	The	child	hid	in	a	location	that	his	parents	would	never	think	to	look,	demonstrating	cleverness	in	concealment.	Initially,	we	had	expected	something	less	complicated	than	what	we	found.
However,	the	results	of	the	experiment	were	not	as	conclusive	as	we	had	hoped	for,	showing	a	difference	between	prediction	and	actual	outcome.	New	policies	have	been	more	effective	than	anyone	predicted	at	first,	creating	a	comparison	between	initial	expectations	and	reality.	The	city	now	looks	very	different	from	how	it	did	twenty	years	ago,
highlighting	a	change	over	time.	The	recovery	process	took	longer	than	the	doctors	initially	estimated,	comparing	expected	and	actual	timescales.	Each	sentence	type	requires	unique	understanding	due	to	its	distinct	function	in	communication,	expressing	single	conceptual	elements	through	simple	sentences	or	combining	ideas	through	compound
sentences.	Compound	vs	Complex	Sentences:	Understanding	Their	Structure	and	Importance	Our	AI	Chat	is	designed	to	help	you	improve	your	writing	by	understanding	your	style	and	providing	personalized	guidance.	By	working	with	us,	you	can	craft	natural-sounding	sentences	that	enhance	your	communication	without	sounding	like	they	were
generated	by	an	AI.	Simply	send	your	prompt	along	with	your	question,	and	we'll	take	care	of	the	rest.	For	example,	if	you	need	to	rewrite	a	sentence	or	make	a	paragraph	more	engaging,	just	let	us	know.	Our	chat	is	here	to	help	with	any	writing	task.	You	can	also	explore	our	AI	Detector	and	Humanizer	using	the	widget	below.	As	you	become	more
comfortable	with	complex	sentences,	you'll	see	that	they're	not	as	difficult	to	construct	as	they	seem.	With	our	guidance,	you	can	learn	how	to	improve	them	and	create	seamless	writing.	However,	if	you	need	additional	help,	you	can	sign	up	for	Undetectable	AI	to	ensure	your	writing	is	error-free	and	polished.


