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What is the theme of the poem the eagle

4, 1958, pp. With only six lines, Tennyson emphasizes the bird’s dominance over its environment, perched high on a crag and symbolizing strength and grandeur. The words “wrinkled” and “crawls” to describe the sea far below hints at Earth-bound mortality. “The eagle” is one of the shortest bird poems ever written in the history of English
literature. For example, the caesura in the first line of the second stanza creates a pause that contrasts the eagle’s stillness with the sea’s movement. The sky seems to like the eagle, and it reaffirms the eagle’s power by giving him a diadem or ringing his head.Juxtaposition contributes to the eagle’s force and power. Some might share the speaker’s
admiration and respect for the eagle, while others might feel intimidated or alienated by its power and solitude. The bird becomes a metaphor for the individual’s quest for sovereignty in the face of societal constraints. The eagle’s habitat in “lonely lands” and its perch on “mountain walls” hint at themes of isolation and solitude. Essentially, “The
Eagle” serves as Tennyson’s canvas. 2024. The eagle is a regal, predatory bird, so, due to the title, the theme of power and force is present from the beginning. Signifying descent and change, “falls” might imply the eagle’s action and purpose. It also follows a metrical pattern of iambic tetrameter, which means that each line has four pairs of
unstressed and stressed syllables, creating a rhythmic and musical effect. Through association, Tennyson makes it clear that he is using the eagle as a personification of a human, and using a number of symbols he gives an impression of what being human means.The main word choice that clarifies that Tennyson is symbolizing humanity is the use of
“hands” instead of “claws.” Tennyson also writes that the eagle “stands” instead of “perches,” which is another indication of a human condition. Have you ever wondered what it feels like to be an eagle, soaring high above the world, free and powerful? Under the surface imagery, a nuanced subtext adds layers to the overall meaning. The word
“lonely” implies solitude and detachment from the rest of the world, which could suggest the eagle’s independence and pride, but also its loneliness and alienation. The subject of the poem is the eagle, a symbol of nobility, courage, and freedom. JSTOR, . “Tennyson as an Oracular Poet.” Modern Philology, vol. The form of the poem can also influence
how the reader perceives and appreciates the poem. The word “wrinkled” implies a rough and uneven surface, which creates a contrast with the eagle’s smooth and even body. With its unrestricted freedom and control, the eagle may represent Tennyson’s admiration for resilience and power in change. 3, 1975, pp. The use of metaphor with the
comparison of the eagle to a thunderbolt creates a vivid and striking image that captures the reader’s attention and interest. While ‘The Eagle’ by Alfred Lord Tennyson is succinct and direct, portraying a majestic bird in its natural habitat, the poem hides meanings. It has also been interpreted and analyzed in different ways, depending on the
reader’s perspective and background. The poem can feature the theme of power and force, but ... The three main themes in “The Eagle” are freedom, flesh versus spirit, and permanence. Tennyson was a keen observer of his time and reflected on its challenges and opportunities in his poetry. 1He clasps the crag with crooked hands;2Close to the sun
in lonely lands,3Ringed with the azure world, he stands.4The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls:5He watches from his mountain walls,6And like a thunderbolt he falls. No other creature or thing has the power to stand with him except for the sun and “the azure world” or sky (Line 3). Hallam’s death in 1833 inspired Tennyson’s masterpiece, “In
Memoriam.” In 1850, Tennyson became the Poet Laureate of Britain. The ambiguity of this fall makes it significant, as it could represent both the fleeting nature of power and the raw, destructive force that the eagle embodies, reminding us that even the most powerful entities are subject to change and decay.- What role does nature play in
shaping the eagle’s identity?In “The Eagle,” nature is not merely a backdrop but a central element that defines the eagle’s identity. “Monodrama and the Dramatic Monologue.” PMLA, vol. Today, we will explore the subject, author, context, theme, tone, form, and poetic techniques of this poem. Over time, readers and critics alike have showered the
poem with praise and appreciation. Different people have different feelings and meanings for the eagle. The word “crag” refers to a steep and rugged rock, which creates a contrast with the eagle’s smooth and graceful body. JSTOR, . Conveying a bright and beautiful color, “azure” hints at the eagle’s splendor and elegance. The poem uses alliteration,
the repetition of consonant sounds such as “clasp,” “crag,” “crooked,” “crawls,” and “close.” The poem is concise and precise, using only six words per line and creating a vivid and lasting impression on the reader. It invites the reader to imagine what it would be like to be an eagle, urging them to strive for greatness, akin to the powerful bird. These
meanings beckon readers to explore the depths of Tennyson’s intentions. Some might find the poem inspiring and uplifting, while others might find it threatening and disturbing. It also instills a sense of closure and finality, especially as the poem concludes with the eagle’s decisive action. It captures the essence of the majestic bird, utilizing vivid
imagery, personification, and metaphor. Furthermore, Tennyson’s appreciation for classical and medieval literature, along with his observations of the Victorian era, influenced his poem significantly. The phrase “Ring’d with the azure world, he stands” (line 3) further emphasizes the eagle’s place at the center of a vast, unbounded realm, suggesting
both its dominance and isolation.- Isolation and SolitudeThe theme of isolation runs throughout the poem, with the eagle being portrayed as a solitary figure, cut off from the rest of the world. The word “clasp” implies a firm and secure hold, while the word “crooked” suggests the shape and strength of the eagle’s claws. The bird is described as
being “Ring’d with the azure world” (line 3), where the sky and sea form a vast and powerful setting that complements the eagle’s grandeur. The word “crawls” implies slow and low motion, which creates a contrast with the eagle’s fast and high movement. He was, however, prone to be melancholy, though the precision of his poetic harmony also
offered reassurance and serenity. For example, the alliteration of “c” and “t” sounds creates a percussive and forceful effect that reflects the eagle’s strength and speed. Instead of “close to the sun” suggesting nearness to God, Tennyson may have had in mind the Greek myth of Icarus, who, with wings of wax, flew higher and higher until the wax
melted, and he fell.Alfred, Lord Tennyson, Poet Laureate of Great Britain and Ireland during the reign of Queen Victoria, was a poet known for his vivid imagery and melodic verbal interplay. Additionally, the poem suggests a stark contrast between the eagle and the human world. For example, the repeated phrase “He” at the beginning of each line
creates a sense of rhythm and unity.Parallelism: As mentioned above, the use of similar grammatical structures creates parallelism.Imagery: The use of vivid imagery helps to create a mental picture of the eagle and its environment.Literary/Poetic DeviceDescriptionExample from the PoemAlliterationThe repetition of the same consonant sounds at the
beginning of words in close proximity.“clasps the crag with crooked hands” (repetition of the “c” sound).ConsonanceRepetition of consonant sounds, typically at the end of words, in close proximity.“clasps the crag” (repetition of the “s” sound).End RhymeRhyming of the final words of lines.“hands” and “lands,” “crawls” and “walls,” “falls” (lines 1-
6).HyperboleExaggeration for emphasis or effect.“Close to the sun” (line 2), exaggerating the height of the eagle.ImageryDescriptive language that evokes sensory experience (visual, auditory, etc.).“The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls” (line 4), creating a vivid visual image of the slow-moving sea.MeterThe rhythmic structure of the poem, typically
based on syllables or stresses.The poem follows iambic tetrameter (four iambs per line, except the last line).MetaphorA direct comparison between two unlike things without using “like” or “as.”“Ring’d with the azure world” (line 3), comparing the sky to a ring around the eagle.OnomatopoeiaA word that imitates the sound it represents.“Falls” (line
6), which mimics the sharp sound of a sudden descent.PersonificationAttributing human characteristics to non-human things.“He clasps the crag with crooked hands” (line 1), attributing hands to the eagle’s talons.Rhyme SchemeThe pattern of rhymes at the end of each line.The rhyme scheme is AAA BBB (three rhyming couplets in each
stanza).SimileA comparison between two things using “like” or “as.”“Like a thunderbolt he falls” (line 6), comparing the eagle’s descent to a thunderbolt.SymbolismThe use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities beyond their literal sense.The eagle symbolizes power, majesty, and nature’s grandeur.SynaesthesiaDescribing one sensory experience in
terms of another.“The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls” (line 4), blending sight and touch.Visual ImageryDescriptive language that appeals specifically to the sense of sight.“Ring’d with the azure world” (line 3), creating a visual image of the sky.: Power and Majesty of NatureOne of the dominant themes in the poem is the immense power and
majesty of nature, as represented by the eagle. The phrase “lonely lands” emphasizes this isolation, implying that with great power comes detachment from others. The eagle is depicted as being close to the sun, circling in the blue sky, and watching from his mountain walls while the sea beneath him crawls. For example, “wrinkled sea,” “mountain
walls.”Hyperbole: An exaggeration for dramatic effect. In addition to that, the use of rhyme with the previous line’s “lands” creates a musical and harmonious effect, which matches the eagle’s grace and balance. A figure of speech that gives human qualities or characteristics to non-human things, such as animals, objects, or ideas. 2024.Preyer,
Robert. Suggesting protection and separation, “walls” might imply the eagle’s safety and isolation. The speaker uses words that convey the eagle’s dignity and superiority, such as “clasp,” “crag,” “ringed,” “azure,” “mountain,” and “thunderbolt.” Additionally, the speaker also uses personification, giving the eagle human attributes such as “hands,”
“he,” and “watches.” The speaker does not use any negative or critical words but rather expresses a sense of wonder and reverence for the eagle. The tone of the poem is admiring and respectful, as the speaker praises the eagle’s qualities and actions. It might reflect his contemplation on power dynamics, both in nature and human society.
Additionally, the poem implies a sense of aspiration and inspiration. The sudden fall in the final line (“like a thunderbolt he falls”) could symbolize the abruptness with which life can change or end, reinforcing the idea that no matter how grand or powerful, everything in nature is subject to impermanence and the passage of time.“To a Skylark” by
Percy Bysshe ShelleyBoth poems focus on birds as symbols of nature’s beauty and majesty, emphasizing the bird’s elevated position in the sky.“The Windhover” by Gerard Manley HopkinsLike “The Eagle,” this poem highlights the bird’s grace and power in flight, using rich imagery to convey its command over the natural world.“The Albatross” by
Charles BaudelaireThis poem also explores themes of isolation and majesty, with the bird representing both the beauty and the burden of being extraordinary.“Hawk Roosting” by Ted HughesHughes’ poem, like Tennyson’s, portrays a bird of prey as a symbol of dominance and power, emphasizing its control over its environment.“The Raven” by Edgar
Allan PoeAlthough more narrative-driven, this poem shares “The Eagle’s” use of a bird as a powerful and symbolic figure, representing deeper themes of solitude and transcendence.QuotationContextTheoretical Perspective“He clasps the crag with crooked hands;”The eagle is depicted gripping a rocky cliff, symbolizing its strength and dominion over
its environment.Ecocriticism: Emphasizes the eagle’s command over nature, highlighting the relationship between creatures and their habitat.“Close to the sun in lonely lands,”The eagle is situated at a great height, near the sun, which symbolizes its power and isolation from the world below.Romanticism: Focuses on the sublime power of nature and
the solitary, heroic figure of the eagle.“Ring’d with the azure world, he stands.”The eagle is surrounded by the sky, suggesting its central position in the vast natural world.Symbolism: The sky (“azure world”) symbolizes the limitless and majestic aspect of nature that the eagle commands.“The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;”The sea, described as
“wrinkled,” moves slowly far below the eagle, emphasizing the bird’s height and superiority.Structuralism: The sea contrasts with the eagle’s dominance, creating a hierarchy between land and sky, slow and fast.“He watches from his mountain walls;”The eagle is perched on a high cliff, surveying its surroundings from a position of control.Power
Theory: The eagle symbolizes authority and dominance, overseeing its environment like a ruler from a fortress.“And like a thunderbolt he falls.”The eagle suddenly dives with the speed and force of a thunderbolt, symbolizing its raw power and aggression.Naturalism: Depicts the violent, instinctual power of the eagle as part of the natural world’s
predatory cycle.“Lonely lands”The phrase emphasizes the isolation and detachment of the eagle from the rest of the world.Existentialism: Reflects themes of solitude, isolation, and the individual’s place in an uncaring, vast environment.“Close to the sun”This hyperbolic phrase suggests the eagle’s proximity to greatness and almost god-like
power.Mythological Criticism: The eagle is associated with divine or heroic figures, reminiscent of Icarus or mythic birds.“Wrinkled sea”The sea is described as old and slow-moving, which contrasts with the eagle’s youthful energy and swift motion.Temporal Theory: The “wrinkled” sea evokes the passage of time, contrasting with the eagle’s swift,
momentary action.“Thunderbolt”The simile likens the eagle’s fall to a thunderbolt, a symbol of sudden, destructive power and divine energy.Archetypal Criticism: The thunderbolt is an archetype of divine punishment or power, often associated with gods or fate.Suggested Readings: “The Eagle” by Alfred Lord TennysonJoseph, Gerhard. In the end,
instead of lifting his wings and soaring, he falls, which may symbolize his death. The overall image suggests a lonely, aging person who longs for flight, which symbolizes immortality, but is bound, or “ring’d” by the limits of his humanity. The word “close” implies proximity and intimacy with the sun, which could suggest the eagle’s power and nobility,
as the sun is often associated with royalty and divinity. For example, the poem is often taught in schools and colleges as an example of Tennyson’s poetic style and skill and as a way of introducing the themes and techniques of poetry. He employed the eagle as a symbol of nobility, courage, and freedom, while also contrasting it with the human world.
It portrays how the eagle transcends the ordinary and mundane aspects of life. Tennyson attended Cambridge University, where he met his close friend Arthur Hallam. The eagle’s dive from its lofty perch implies both predatory intent and the raw, unrelenting power of the natural world. Additionally, the personification of the eagle’s crooked hands,
watchful eyes, and thunderous fall gives the bird a human-like quality. The poem ends with vivid imagery, with the eagle diving like a thunderbolt, showing its speed and power. The description of the “wrinkled sea beneath him crawls” (line 4) suggests the slow, inevitable movement of time, contrasting with the eagle’s momentary position of
dominance. The eagle also has the privilege to observe and gaze. In this short but striking poem, Tennyson captures the essence of the majestic bird. 92, no. The Eagle by Alfred Lord Tennyson He clasps the crag with crooked hands; Close to the sun in lonely lands, Ring'd with the azure world, he stands. Some might find the poem musical and lyrical,
while others might find it harsh and abrupt. Tennyson portrays this isolation not as a weakness, but as a defining characteristic of the bird’s majestic independence.- The Passage of Time and the Transience of LifeThe poem also touches on the theme of time’s passage and the fleeting nature of life. 3, 1977, pp. The stark image of the eagle—and
the lack of commentary from the speaker about the bird—opens up the poem to paradoxical themes. The eagle in the poem serves as a symbol of strength, power, and the passage of time.The eagle itself is a powerful symbol of majesty and nature, while its fall “like a thunderbolt” (line 6) may symbolize mortality or sudden change.- How does
Tennyson portray the relationship between power and isolation in nature?Tennyson presents the eagle as a symbol of immense power and isolation, perched high above the world “Close to the sun in lonely lands” (line 2). The concluding line describes the eagle’s final and dramatic action as it dives down from the sky like a lightning strike.Conveying
continuation and connection, the term “and” suggests the eagle’s consistency and persistence. The poem uses several poetic techniques to create a powerful and effective expression of the speaker’s admiration for the eagle. JSTOR, . Accessed 20 Oct. The eagle is a powerful bird of prey that is known for its majestic flight and hunting prowess.
2024.Culler, A. The comparison to a thunderbolt implies a swift and impactful descent, perhaps echoing the poet’s view of the decisive moments that shape one’s destiny. The tone of the poem can also affect how the reader responds to the theme and the subject. Tennyson witnessed the industrial revolution and societal changes. Hidden meanings add
depth, inviting introspection and uncovering layers of significance for readers. A figure of speech that compares two things that are not alike without using words such as “like” or “as.” This technique creates an imagery effect that enhances the meaning and mood of the poem. 366-85. Inspiration for “The Eagle” came to him during a trip to the
Pyrenees Mountains on the Spanish-French border during the summer of 1830. To expand on the theme, we can consider how the poem uses various elements, such as imagery, metaphor, personification, and rhyme, to convey the message. The poem invites the reader to explore their preferences and tastes about the poem and what it offers them.
He’s one of the most famous poets of the Victorian era. With an implication of speed and force, “thunderbolt” could suggest the eagle’s agility and energy. However, in this poem, the eagle is... The use of personification with the pronoun “he” and the verb “watches” gives the eagle a human-like quality but also emphasizes its difference and distance
from the human world. If so, you might enjoy reading “The Eagle” by Alfred Lord Tennyson. These include alliteration, caesura, rhyme, and the triplet form. The poem’s main qualities include its intense focus on nature, its use of strong verbs and descriptive language to evoke a sense of power and isolation, and its contemplation of the natural world’s
awe-inspiring beauty and ferocity. For example, the personification of the eagle’s hands, eyes, and fall gives the eagle a human-like quality but also emphasizes its difference and distance from the human world. The metaphor of the wrinkled sea crawling beneath the eagle suggests a contrast. The alliteration with the words “clasps,” “crags” and
“crooked” suggests maturity. Tennyson captures the duality of nature—its beauty and grace, as well as its capacity for destruction—through this vivid imagery.Literary TheoryExplanationReferences from the PoemRomanticismRomanticism emphasizes nature, emotion, and individualism, often portraying nature as powerful and sublime.The eagle is
portrayed as a solitary, majestic figure “Ring’d with the azure world” (line 3), symbolizing the awe of nature.EcocriticismEcocriticism examines the relationship between literature and the natural environment, often focusing on humanity’s impact on nature and nature’s inherent power.The poem’s focus on the eagle’s dominion over the natural world,
especially “Close to the sun in lonely lands” (line 2), reflects nature’s dominance.SymbolismSymbolism explores the use of symbols to represent ideas or concepts. He uses vivid imagery, personification, and metaphors to convey its beauty, solitude, and strength. The Industrial Revolution, the growth of the British Empire, scientific and technological
advancements, and the emergence of fresh social movements and ideologies were a few factors that influenced the Victorian worldview. This line describes the eagle’s viewpoint and perspective because the blue sky, which is a representation of vastness and freedom, is all around it. The theme of the poem is the awe and admiration that the speaker
feels for the eagle. This could be a reflection of Tennyson’s fascination with the decisive and unpredictable nature of life. The simile “like a thunderbolt, he falls” introduces an element of suddenness and force in the eagle’s actions. This choice added contrast and drama to the poem’s backdrop. The eagle is both a part of nature and yet removed from
it, highlighting a complex relationship between power and the inevitable separation that such dominance brings.- What is the significance of the eagle’s fall in the poem?The poem ends dramatically with the line “And like a thunderbolt he falls” (line 6), a simile comparing the eagle’s dive to a thunderbolt. The speaker invites the reader to imagine
what it would be like to be an eagle and to strive for greatness, like a powerful bird. The author of the poem is Alfred Lord Tennyson, one of the most popular and influential poets of the 19th century. Readers and critics have praised and appreciated the poem a great deal, and it has influenced other poets and writers. Throughout his career, he wrote
many poems on various topics, including nature, love, death, history, and mythology. Let’s see what we can learn from it. The eagle, perched high on a rugged cliff, seems untouchable and supreme, capturing the awe-inspiring grandeur of the natural world. The poem has also been used in various contexts and media, such as education, music, and
film. The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls; He watches from his mountain walls, And like a thunderbolt he falls. The rhyme scheme creates a sense of unity and continuity, reflecting the eagle’s consistency and persistence. The poem has two triplets with a rhyme scheme of AAA BBB. The eagle is at the top of the hierarchy. He made the decision to
write a poem that perfectly captured their majesty and agility. Therefore, the poem invites the reader to explore their feelings and thoughts about the eagle and what it represents to them. The second line describes the eagle’s position and isolation, as it is near the sun, which is a source of light and heat, but also in a desolate and remote place. For
example, Ted Hughes, a famous poet of the 20th century, wrote “Hawk Roosting” by imitating the Tennysonian model. The eagle’s position, away from other creatures, suggests that its strength and majesty come at the cost of solitude. The eagle’s power, however, is inherently tied to its natural surroundings, showing how the landscape elevates and
frames the bird’s strength and majesty.: How does the poem explore the theme of time and impermanence?Although the eagle is portrayed as a powerful, almost timeless figure, Tennyson subtly hints at the passage of time and the transient nature of life. A pause or a break in the middle of a line of poetry is usually indicated by a punctuation
mark, such as a comma, a colon, or a semicolon. 420-28. He was born in 1809 in Lincolnshire, England, and showed an early talent for poetry. The eagle’s fall could be interpreted as a metaphor for the brevity of life, emphasizing how even the most powerful creatures are subject to the forces of nature and time.- Nature’s Violence and
Destructionln the final line, “And like a thunderbolt he falls” (line 6), the eagle is compared to a thunderbolt, a symbol of sudden, destructive force. Tennyson, grappling with personal and societal challenges, could be expressing a desire for retreat or introspection. The eagle's proximity to the sun and his loneliness further his authority. For example,
the metaphor of the wrinkled sea crawling beneath the eagle suggests the contrast between the eagle’s dynamic and elevated existence and the human’s static and lowly one. The theme of “The Eagle” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson is the loneliness and majesty of human existence. The brevity of the verses permits multiple interpretations. This sudden
descent raises questions about the nature of the eagle’s power—does the fall symbolize an act of aggression, as the eagle hunts, or does it suggest vulnerability, a moment where the mighty bird succumbs to gravity? MORE FROM REFERENCE.COM “The Eagle” by Alfred Lord Tennyson, first appeared in 1851 as part of his collection Poems, In Two
Volumes, is notable for its concise and powerful imagery, capturing the majestic yet solitary nature of the eagle.“The Eagle” by Alfred Lord Tennyson, first appeared in 1851 as part of his collection Poems, In Two Volumes, is notable for its concise and powerful imagery, capturing the majestic yet solitary nature of the eagle. This technique creates a
rhythmic effect that emphasizes the meaning and the mood of the poem. To achieve this expression, the poem employs various poetic techniques. Dwight. These are some of the poetic techniques that Tennyson uses in his poem “The Eagle” to create a powerful and effective expression of his admiration for the eagle. 90, no. The use of caesura with the
colon creates a pause and a break, which emphasizes the difference and the distance between the eagle and the sea. There, Tennyson often saw eagles, raptors, and other birds of prey, circling above him in this area. He also praised Tennyson’s poem as “a miracle of condensation” and “a triumph of compression.”. The majesty and dominance of the
eagle are expressed throughout the poem, describing its appearance, position, and movement. Furthermore, he also drew inspiration from classical and medieval literature and often used mythological and historical references in his poems. The eagle, beyond its literal existence, emerges as a symbol of power, freedom, and autonomy. This suggests
that, in addition to its majesty, nature also holds violent and destructive power. Freedom: The eagle is free to roam the “lonely lands” of the skies but also “clasps” the side of a... For example, “close to the sun” exaggerates the eagle’s height.Parallelism: The use of similar grammatical structures to express related ideas. The iambic tetrameter creates
a sense of rhythm and movement, reflecting the eagle’s agility and energy. To expand on the tone, we can consider how the poem creates a mood and atmosphere that match the speaker’s attitude. Some people might find its richness and complexity to be admirable, while others might find it to be straightforward and sparse. Tennyson puts together
two different things—the eagle and the sea—to spotlight their differences: The “wrinkled sea beneath him crawls” (Line 4). Furthermore, the rhyme scheme of AAA BBB creates a musical and harmonious effect. The poem also uses strong and striking sounds, such as the alliteration of “c” and “t” sounds, creating a percussive and forceful effect that
reflects the eagle’s strength and speed. The eagle’s power and grace inspire admiration in some, while its predatory and ruthless nature arouses fear in others. 239-51. Here, one can find solace away from the complexities of the world. “The Eagle” may reflect on power, autonomy, and nature’s enduring spirit. “Poetry in Context.” The Poetry of John
Tyndall, edited by Roland Jackson et al., UCL Press, 2020, pp. “Tennyson’s Optics: The Eagle’s Gaze.” PMLA, vol. It is one of Tennyson’s shortest and simplest poems, but also one of his most memorable and effective. This line describes the contrast between the eagle and the sea, which is a symbol of movement and change. In conclusion, “The Eagle”
by Alfred Lord Tennyson is a remarkable poem. The word “mountain” implies height and solidity, which could suggest the eagle’s dominance and stability. The form of the poem is a triplet, a type of stanza that consists of three lines that rhyme. The poem invites the reader to explore their feelings and thoughts about the eagle and what it represents
to them. Tennyson reinforces the mastery of the eagle by wasting no time putting him into action. This could symbolize Tennyson’s perspective on the natural order, where certain entities hold dominion over others. 55, no. For example, the poem uses short and simple sentences, creating a concise and clear expression of the speaker’s admiration. The
phrase “lonely lands” (line 2) reinforces this sense of detachment, as does the image of the eagle standing alone on a cliff, far removed from any other living creature. For example, the triplet form creates a sense of balance and symmetry, reflecting the eagle’s stability and harmony. One possible source of inspiration for the poem “The Eagle” by
Alfred Lord Tennyson is his frequent travels to the Pyrenees, a mountain range between France and Spain. The context of the poem is the Victorian era, a period of rapid social, economic, and cultural change in Britain. The word “ring” implies a circular and complete shape, which could suggest the eagle’s wholeness and harmony with its
surroundings. 2024.Tyndall, John. The poem may be perceived as elegant and graceful by some, while others may consider it simple and plain. Accessed 20 Oct. The sea is frazzled, infantile, and low, whereas the eagle is graceful, competent, and high above it all. For example, “lonely lands.”Imagery: Creating mental pictures using descriptive
language. Its influence extends to other poets and writers, making it a timeless piece of literature. JSTOR, . “The Eagle” was first published in 1851 in a collection of poems titled Poems. He possesses the walls; it's his kingdom. The use of alliteration with the “c” sound creates a harsh and hard effect, which matches the eagle’s environment and
nature. It represents freedom, courage, and independence for some, while it signifies arrogance, isolation, and violence for others. The eagle’s elevated position may signify a metaphorical refuge. The poet’s portrayal of the sea “beneath him crawls” underscores a hierarchical relationship between the eagle and the elements. Indicating comparison
and similarity, “like” could imply the eagle’s power and impact. The eagle’s solitude reflects its elevated status, suggesting that with great power comes a certain loneliness. Although the eagle is depicted as a powerful, almost immortal creature, the phrase “The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls” (line 4) subtly suggests the slow, inevitable march of
time. The eagle “watches from his mountain walls” (Line 5). This line describes the eagle’s action and attitude as it observes the world from its high and secure position. The natural elements—such as the “wrinkled sea” (line 4)—also serve to emphasize the eagle’s dominion over the earth, reinforcing its symbolic role as a master of its environment. In
this era, he might have found solace and inspiration in the untamed spirit of nature, symbolized by the eagle. The bird’s commanding position “Close to the sun in lonely lands” (line 2) symbolizes its mastery over its environment. “The Eagle” is a short poem by Alfred, Lord Tennyson. The poem goes further to contrast the eagle with the human world.
The eagle “clasps the crag with crooked hands” (Line 1), and he smoothly showcases his prowess, with the alliterative line adding to the eagle’s graceful dominance. However, it also emphasizes its difference and distance from the human world. It vividly depicts nature and conveys subtle reflections on the human experience. The poem also uses
contrast and comparison, such as the difference between the sun and the sea, the eagle and the world, and the stand and the fall, creating a dramatic and suspenseful effect that captures the reader’s attention and interest. The fastest way to understand the poem's meaning, themes, form, rhyme scheme, meter, and poetic devices. This technique
creates an imagery effect that enhances the meaning and mood of the poem. The eagle is a predatory bird which fundamentally symbolizes power as it is one of the animal associates of the Greek god Zeus. The Full Text of “The Eagle” 1He clasps the crag with crooked hands;2Close to the sun in lonely lands,3Ringed with the azure world, he
stands.4The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls:5He watches from his mountain walls,6And like a thunderbolt he falls. The primary idea is the juxtaposition of the eagle’s commanding presence against the vastness of the sky and earth, symbolizing both the grandeur and the fleeting nature of existence.He clasps the crag with crooked hands;Close to the
sun in lonely lands,Ring’d with the azure world, he stands.The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;He watches from his mountain walls,And like a thunderbolt he falls.LineTextLiterary DevicesPoetic DevicesRhetorical DevicesStructural Devices1He clasps the crag with crooked hands;MetaphorAlliteration (“c”), ImagerySimile (“like a
thunderbolt”)Parallelism (“He clasps... He watches”)2Close to the sun in lonely lands,ImageryAlliteration (“1”), Simile (“like a thunderbolt”)Hyperbole (“close to the sun”)Parallelism (“He clasps... He watches”)3Ring’d with the azure world, he stands.ImageryMetaphor (“azure world”)Personification (“azure world”)Parallelism (“He clasps... He
watches”)4The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;ImageryPersonification (“sea crawls”)Simile (“like a thunderbolt”)Parallelism (“He clasps... He watches”)5He watches from his mountain walls,ImageryMetaphor (“mountain walls”)Simile (“like a thunderbolt”)Parallelism (“He clasps... He watches”)6And like a thunderbolt he falls.SimileImagerySimile
(“like a thunderbolt”)Parallelism (“He clasps... He watches”)Metaphor: Comparing the eagle to something else without using “like” or “as.” For example, “azure world” compares the sky to a world.Simile: Comparing the eagle to something else using “like” or “as.” For example, “like a thunderbolt” compares the eagle’s descent to a
thunderbolt.Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things. The eagle’s sudden, rapid descent in the final line, “And like a thunderbolt he falls” (line 6), may symbolize the abruptness with which life’s dominance can end. By using these techniques, he makes the poem more appealing and memorable to the reader and conveys his
message and emotions more clearly and strongly. These elements convey the eagle’s beauty, solitude, and strength. For example, “sea crawls” gives the sea the ability to move like a creature.Alliteration: The repetition of the same consonant sound at the beginning of words. The use of assonance with the “0” sound creates a soft and low effect, which
contrasts with the previous line’s harsh and hard effect. Additionally, we can consider how the poem uses structure and sound to enhance the meaning and impact of the poem. For example, the imagery of the eagle being close to the sun, ringing around, and diving like a thunderbolt creates a vivid picture of the eagle’s supremacy and splendor. The
theme of the poem can be interpreted in different ways, depending on the reader’s perspective and background. The eagle’s solitude and pride reflect some people’s personalities, while its companionship and humility appeal to others. With the implication of vigilance and readiness, the term “watches” hints at the eagle’s alertness and preparedness.
Tennyson passed away in 1892 and is buried in Westminster Abbey. 1-73. However, instead of utilizing mountains as the setting, Tennyson opted to craft an imaginary scene of cliffs by the sea. The poem expresses the speaker’s fascination with the eagle’s beauty, isolation, and might. Using “world” implies a large and diverse scope, which could
suggest the eagle’s vision and knowledge. Tennyson lived in a period of industrialization and societal change. It contrasts the eagle’s dynamic and elevated existence with the human’s static and lowly one. These elements contribute to a powerful and effective portrayal of the speaker’s admiration for the eagle. Some of the poetic techniques used in
the poem are: The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words or within words, such as “clasp,” “crag,” “crooked,” “crawls,” and “close.” This technique creates a sound effect that enhances the meaning and mood of the poem. The opening line introduces the subject of the poem, the eagle, and describes how it grips the rocky cliff with
its talons.
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