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Renewable	energy	has	surged	globally	in	recent	years,	with	significant	growth	in	electricity	production,	now	accounting	for	over	10%	of	total	energy	consumption.	However,	renewables	still	dominate	only	a	fraction	of	the	energy	sector,	and	fossil	fuels	remain	the	mainstay.	To	achieve	climate	goals,	ensure	energy	access,	reduce	pollution,	and	enhance
security,	further	acceleration	is	necessary.	These	20	recommendations	provide	guidance	for	policy	makers,	drawing	from	successful	practices	in	IEA	member	states	and	partner	countries,	with	adaptability	for	national	and	local	contexts.	The	European	Commission	has	set	a	revised	target	of	at	least	42.5%	renewable	energy	by	2030,	with	aims	to	reach
45%.	The	new	legislation	aims	to	accelerate	permitting	for	renewables	and	increase	sector-specific	targets	in	areas	like	heating,	cooling,	transport,	industry,	buildings,	and	district	heating/cooling.	The	new	proposal	by	Reform	UK	would	impose	taxes	on	the	renewable	energy	sector,	with	Deputy	Leader	Richard	Tice	claiming	that	net-zero	policies	are
to	blame	for	higher	energy	bills	and	deindustrialisation.	Tice	stated	that	renewable	energy	is	a	"massive	con"	and	promised	to	recover	subsidies	paid	to	wind	and	solar	companies.	The	party	suggests	introducing	a	"generation	tax"	and	"special	corporation	tax"	to	cover	government	funding	costs,	with	no	further	details	on	rates	or	revenue	provided.
Tice	also	announced	plans	to	tax	solar	farms	and	pass	new	laws	to	put	energy	cables	underground	instead	of	using	pylons.	Reform	UK's	position	on	energy	and	net	zero	starkly	contrasts	with	the	Labour	government's	goal	of	removing	nearly	all	fossil	fuels	from	UK	electricity	production	by	2030.	The	party	wants	to	scrap	the	country's	net-zero	target,
which	has	been	a	cornerstone	of	international	climate	targets	aiming	to	lower	carbon	emissions	to	"net	zero"	by	2050.	Despite	increasing	renewable	energy	generation	and	falling	costs	in	the	past	decade,	Reform	UK	is	shifting	focus	towards	the	cost	of	renewables	amidst	rising	energy	prices.	Energy	Secretary	Ed	Miliband	has	maintained	Labour's
pledge	to	bring	down	household	energy	bills	by	up	to	£300	by	2030,	but	the	current	situation	shows	a	different	picture	with	energy	costs	expected	to	rise	again	in	April.	Nigel	Farage,	leader	of	Reform,	stood	beside	his	deputy	and	stated	that	the	reality	of	climate	change	was	"irrelevant",	emphasizing	that	any	actions	taken	by	the	UK	would	be
overshadowed	by	the	massive	carbon	emissions	from	countries	like	China	and	India.	In	response,	Sam	Hall,	director	of	the	Conservative	Environment	Network,	criticized	Reform	UK's	plans,	warning	they	would	lead	to	a	significant	increase	in	household	bills	and	undermine	energy	companies.	Instead,	Hall	advocated	for	promoting	domestic	energy
production	to	enhance	energy	security	and	self-sufficiency,	rather	than	hindering	new	supply	and	eroding	investor	confidence.	He	attributed	the	issue	to	the	country's	dependence	on	costly	gas	imports	and	excessive	government	interference	in	energy	markets,	rather	than	the	goal	of	achieving	net	zero	emissions.
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