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Let’s face it - we all use emojis to a certain extent. Whether you’re a millennial or a baby-boomer, the little pictograms have become woven into our daily conversations that people just can’t avoid using emojis. Google recognizes it along with the fact that Android emojis might not be the greatest out there. According to XDAdevelopers, the company
plans to introduce a change to Android that will let people change default phone emojis easier.Normally, new emojis come with big system updates and people don’t have much control over it. Now Google has made several commits to the Android Open Source Project (ASOP) Gerrit that aim to change the way emojis are distributed to the OS. One of
the changes will allow write access to the otherwise read-only directory in which emojis are stored. This means that Google (and possibly third parties) will be able to distribute new emojis to Android without the need for a big system update. Of course, there’s no guarantee that the change will happen but if it does, it’ll probably arrive with Android
12. The next iteration of Google’s mobile OS will also bring 217 new emojis when it arrives next year. To mark World Emoji Day today, we’'re getting our first official look at some of the new emoji that are coming to smartphones later this year. Emojipedia has compiled some of the emoji designs coming to iOS and Android, and 9to5Google has some
additional details on the designs coming to Android specifically.Below you can see Apple’s take on some of the new emoji: a ninja, an all-gender sign, a coin (which has “The Crazy Ones” embossed on the top, a sneaky reference to Apple’s famous “Think Different” ads), bubble tea, a dodo, and a pifiata. There’s also a pair of lungs, as well as an emoji
which Unicode has called an “anatomical heart” to differentiate it from the traditional heart emoji.Apple’s new emoji include bubble tea, a dodo, and pinched fingers. Image: EmojipediaOh, and we’ve also had our first look at Apple’s take on the new “pinched fingers” emoji. Emojipedia notes that many users quickly dubbed it the “Italian Hand” when
it was first announced, but BBC News has a rundown of the many interesting meanings the hand sign has around the world. Google, meanwhile, says it’s been spending a lot of time on its animal emoji this year 9to5Google reports, and there’s good news for anyone who was a fan of Google’s now-classic turtle design from 2013. Google’s take on the
humble turtle has gone in a different direction these last couple of years, but now Emojipedia notes it’s returning to its roots along with the frog, hatching chick, and pig face.Look at his little face. Image: EmojipediaDespite the cartoony direction Google is taking for many of its animal emoji, the company says it’s working with the Monterey Bay
Aquarium and Victoria Bug Zoo to give its animals a “more authentic look.” Finally, some of Google’s emoji are being redesigned to make them look better while using Android’s dark mode. Check out more on 9to5Google.As well as unveiling its new emoji designs, 9to5Google notes that Google is also rolling out its new quick access emoji bar more
widely, which gives Gboard users a more convenient way to access their frequently used emoji rather than having to open up the specific emoji menu.Unicode announced this year’s 117 emoji back in January, which include 62 new additions as well as 55 new gender and skin tone variants. They normally get a wide release in the second half of the
year as new mobile operating systems updates roll out, but 9to5Google notes that you can already view and send some of Android’s new designs if you're running the Android 11 Beta and the latest Gboard preview. Gone are the days when words were enough to fully express our thoughts and feelings. Emoji, a recently accepted form of pictographic
communication that now serves as a kind of Esperanto for the internet age, plays a major role in interpersonal and international communications. Most major keyboards for both Android and iOS feature built-in support for emoji, but they are hardly front and center. If you’'re looking for a keyboard to truly satisfy your emoji obsession, you may need a
dedicated emoji keyboard to carry out the task of conveying your emotions visually via a text environment. When you download a keyboard app in iOS, you must add it to your list of keyboards. To do this, go to Settings > General > Keyboard > Keyboards > Add New Keyboards. Then, scroll to the Third-Party Keyboards section and choose the
keyboard app. Then, tap on the keyboard app and toggle on Allow Full Access. For Android 10, you can install your new keyboard directly via the Google Play Store to your Android phone, if it is compatible with the app, and then launch and follow any directions it has. Here are a few of our favorite third-party keyboard apps for iOS and Android.
Gboard Gboard is a highly functional keyboard from Google that concentrates on handy features like emoji search, GIFs, stickers, and glide typing. Best of all, it has the Google search app integrated into the keyboard — no more switching apps. Just search for anything from the weather to your neighborhood bodega and send, all from this nifty
keyboard. Emoji> Emoji> offers a ton of emoji characters you can use via the keyboard, and they’re split into different categories, making it easy to find the emoji you’'re looking for. The keyboard also provides animated stickers and the ability to set up specific emoji as favorites, so you can access them at a moment’s notice without having to search
for the ones you want. Updates include compatibility with iOS 14 and all of its attendant emoji, including smiling face with tear, disguised face, ninja, pinched fingers, heart and lungs, black cat, polar bear, seal, dodo sandal, bubble tea, and toothbrush. New emoji widgets are also on hand. Microsoft Swiftkey Swiftkey is not an emoji keyboard per se,
but it is the next best thing — an excellent keyboard that comes pre-loaded with hundreds of emoji for you to use. Swiftkey is already a great favorite because of its valuable predictive typing, which can also be applied to emoji. When you type a word or phrase, for example, the app suggests emoji that you can quickly use. The most recent versions
include renaming the app to Microsoft Swiftkey, a new Messaging Center on the keyboard toolbar, haptic feedback, one-handed mode, 400 new languages, and new language layouts. ai.type Keyboard Plus As its name implies, ai.type was developed around artificial intelligence, aiming to assist people in typing quickly and accurately. It also allows you
to personalize the keyboard to fit your individual needs, enabling you to adjust the keyboard’s layout, theme, and color scheme. This means you can set an emoji front and center and select from an extensive inventory of more than 1,000 characters. Similar to many other keyboard applications, the keyboard can also propose emojis depending on what
you type. The most current versions are compatible with the new Emoji 12.1 for 2020 and 517 new emoji. Around 23 new gender-neutral emoji icons have been added. Some of these include a gender-neutral firefighter, astronaut, a person in a wheelchair, and a judge. You’ll also have access to fun emoji objects like an otter, ringed planet, beverage
box, and pinching hand. Fleksy If you want to add a bit more fun and animation to your typing, Fleksy could be the keyboard that you’'ve been looking for. Fleksy is compatible with a wide variety of extensions, letting you quickly add new features as necessary. Maybe the most remarkable thing about Fleksy is how simple it is to get to your emoji. You
can browse through dozens of emoji in each section and change categories with a quick tap at the bottom of the keyboard. Just like many keyboards, you can also establish a variety of attractive themes. Updated versions include features like Next Word Prediction, prepared in 28 languages, and Emoji Prediction so you can inspect the suggested emoji
in regards to your conversation’s context. Go Keyboard Go Keyboard is a personalizable keyboard that permits you to put emoji, emoticons, stickers, and GIFs in noticeable areas. The app converts text into emoji and emoticons, and you can pick from over 1,000 emoji and stickers, plus over 10, 000 different themes. It supports over 60 other
languages, too. If that’s not enough to impress you, you can also type with gestures and various fonts, as well as individualize your keyboard with your own personal photo theme. The Fancy Font feature gives you the opportunity to select your preferred keyboard font. Editors' Recommendations Let’s be honest here: GIFs and emoji are the new form
of communication. As silly as they may seem, they somehow add an additional layer to the way we interact with friends and family over text or instant messages, which can otherwise come off as dry. While emoji has long been a part of Google Keyboard, Google added a way to search them—as well as GIF integration—into the new Gboard update.
RELATED: How to Enable (or Disable) Google Search in Android's Gboard Keyboard I'd be lying if I said I haven’t spent an unreasonable amount of time looking for a specific emoji, only to scroll past it at least 17 times. Or replied to a friend’s snarky comment with an equally snarky GIF, which would’ve been a whole lot easier had I not needed to
jump onto the web, find said GIF, save it, then send it over to the friend. Honestly, I could’ve easily missed the moment if I hadn’t spent the last six years of my life working on the web, which basically means finding GIFs at lightning speed is part of my job. But life just got easier. Because now I can search for emoji and GIFs directly from Gboard. And
it’s super easy. Basically, if you’re using the newest version of Google Keyboard—which is now called Gboard—then the emoji keyboard got a bit of a makeover. When you tap on the little face to jump into the emoji, there’s a new option at the top: Search Emoji. This is awesome, because if you know what the emoji you want looks like, you can just
start typing the description to pull up anything that may work there. It’s fast and easy. I like it. You can also take your talk-with-pictures-instead-of-words game a step further, because at the bottom of the emoji keyboard there’s a GIF button. Tap that guy to bring up a list of available GIFs—there are suggestions all along the bottom, beneath the GIFs
themselves. If you're looking for something in particular, though, there’s also a search option here, just above all the GIFs. Tap that, then start searching. It’ll look through popular services like Giphy, Imgur, and even Tumblr, displaying all the options right there in the keyboard section. When you find the perfect animation, tapping it will push it into
the message box—you can either send it immediately or add some text. And that’s really all there is to it: nothing to enable, nothing to tweak. It just works, but still stays out of the way if it’s something you may not want to use. But honestly, why wouldn’t you?
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