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iOS 14.5 has arrived, and for an update released in between new versions of Apples iPhone software, it's a pretty big deal. Not only do you get a refined look for the Podcasts app plus changes to News and Reminders, iOS 14.5 also delivers new tricks including additional voices for Siri and the ability to unlock your iPhone with your Apple Watch.It's
not the sort of update you're going to want to ignore. Here's how you can download iOS 14.5 along with the steps you should take to ensure a smooth upgrade process.iOS 14.5: What devices are compatiblelf your iPhone runs iOS 14, it will run iOS 14.5. That means anything from an iPhone 6s onward supports the latest version of Apple's phone
software. We run the iOS 14.5 beta on a number of different phones, including an original iPhone SE, and the software worked without a problem (though we did notice a slight hit on battery life on that 2016-era device).Chances are you've already installed iOS 14 on your device if it's supported. Apple says that iOS 14.4 is installed on 80% of all active
iPhones and on 86% of iPhones introduced in the last four years. If you haven't already upgraded to iOS 14, the release of iOS 14.5 seems like the perfect time.iOS 14.5: Back up your iPhoneBefore you install any software update on your phone, you should always back up your device. That way, if the update proves to be unstable, you can always
reinstall that backup. We've got a full guide on how to back up your iPhone, but your options are to backup your iPhone to iCloud or save the backup to your computer. If you're running macOS Catalina or Big Sur, that involves plugging your iPhone into one of the ports on your Mac, spotting your phone in the Locations section of the Finder, and
selecting Back up all of the data on your iPhone to this Mac from the Backups section. Be sure to encrypt your backup to save data such as passwords and Health and Activity data from your device and Apple Watch .(Image credit: Tom's Guide)If you're using an older version of macOS or you're a PC user, you can back up your iPhone through iTunes.
Again, that's simply a matter of plugging your phone into your computer, and heading to the backup pane of iTunes. From there, select Back Up Now. (Archiving the backup makes it easier to find should you need to restore an old version.)(Image credit: Tom's Guide)Once you've backed up your phone, you're ready to grab iOS 14.5. (If you're already
part of Apple's public beta program and installed the iOS 14.5 beta, congratulations — if you're using the latest version of the beta, you've got the final release of iOS 14.5 on your phone already.) You'll find that installing this update is as simple as any iPhone software upgrade, even with all the features iOS 14.5 brings to the table.1. Launch the
Settings app, and select General and then Software Update. iOS 14.5 should be there waiting for you. (Be patient if it's not: the software sometimes takes a little bit of time to appear for everyone.)(Image credit: Tom's Guide)2. Click Download and Install.(Image credit: Tom's Guide)Given all the features iOS 14.5 introduces, we'd expect it might take
some time to download the full release. Set aside a half-hour or so, and make sure your iPhone is plugged in. When the phone is ready to install iOS 14.5 and restart, it'll notify you with an on-screen prompt. Accept that prompt, and your iPhone will shut down to install the update.When the phone restarts, you'll be prompted to enter your passcode.
From then on, iOS 14.5 will be the operating system software powering your iPhone — at least until iOS 14.6 comes out.iOS 14.5: Should you upgrade now?The iOS 14.5 beta process has been available for a few months, and we've been using the beta on our phones from the beginning. There haven't been any show-stopping issues, and the bugs that
have cropped up here and there seem to have been resolved during the beta process. From our perspective, this looks like a pretty stable release.That said, any software update introduces the possibilities of bugs or a hit on battery life. If you feel more comfortable letting other people put an iOS update through its paces first, you can always wait a
few days to install iOS 14.5 to see if any reports of problems emerge. If you've already pre-ordered the AirTag key finder, though, you'll want to have iOS 14.5 on your phone when those devices ship on Friday — iOS 14.5 is required for AirTag to work.Today's best Apple AirTag deals (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens
in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) iOS 14.6 (Image credit: Future) The new iOS 14.6 is here. It's not as jam-packed with new, exciting features as April's iOS 14.5 update, but iPhone users will get some much-needed enhancements, including AirTag
improvements, Apple Card Family Support, Apple Podcasts Subscriptions and more.Apple announced its plan to implement these new features during its virtual Spring Loaded event on April 20. As promised, the Cupertino-based tech giant is rolling them out with iOS 14.6. We'll show you how to download it, but first, let's dive into all the perks this
update offers.iOS 14.6: All the new featuresOne of the most eye-catching features of iOS 14.6 is support for Apple Card Family. "Apple Card can now be used by anyone in your family over the age of 13," Tim Cook said at the Spring Loaded event. Cook explained that Apple Card Family adds optional spending limits and controls for kids.iOS 14.6:
Apple Card Family (Image credit: Future)Apple Card can be shared with up to five people, allowing the cardholder to track expenses and build credit with members in their Family Sharing group.The iOS 14.6 update also comes with what Cook says is the biggest change to the Apple Podcasts since its debut: subscriptions.iOS 14.6: Apple Podcasts
Subscriptions (Image credit: Apple)The Apple Podcasts Subscriptions platform offers users a paid membership to their favorite shows, which unlocks bonus features such as exclusive, subscriber-only episodes and ad-free content. The new iOS 14.6 update will also come with a redesigned Apple Podcasts app. The makeover will introduce "channels,"
which will make it easier for users to find new shows within their topics of interest.AirTags and Find My got some love with the iOS 14.6 update, too. iOS 14.6: AirTags (Image credit: Apple)If you lose an AirTag — or any other item connected to the Find My app — you can turn on "Lost Mode." This means that a message with your phone number will
show up on the device, and hopefully, someone will find it, call you, and figure out a way to return it. Now, with iOS 14.6, you can now set up an email address instead of a phone number.On top of that, Apple enhanced an accessibility feature. Thanks to iOS 14.6, voice-control users can now unlock their iPhone for the first time after a restart only
using their voice. The Cupertino-based tech giant also fixed a host of bugs and security issues you can find here.How to download iOS 14.6You should receive a prompt that iOS 14.6 is now available, but if you'd like to download it manually, you can do it via the Settings app. Navigate to Settings > General > Software Update.You will receive a set of
prompts to download and complete the installation. Follow them, and when your iPhone reboots, it should be running the new-and-improved iOS 14.We're expecting Apple to unveil iOS 15 at the Worldwide Developers Conference (WWDC) in June. Check out our oft-updated iOS 15 rumor hub to get the scoop on all the features we anticipate for the
upcoming major update. No new notifications You'll get updated when important things are happening, and when you engage with our community. If you've got an iPhone 4, iPhone 3GS, iPod touch 3G, iPod touch 4G or any iPad, you can download and install Apple's iOS 5 update right now. All you need to do is open up iTunes (make sure you have
iTunes 10.5 installed) and hit the Update button. While the update is downloading, you can familiarize yourself with the new features. Here's a video that tells you everything you need to know. Apple's finalized the next version of its operating system, iOS 5, and it's a pretty big upgrade. Read moreOnce you've updated and synced your device, you can
configure the Notification Center, set up iCloud, and set up iSync on your device. Unless you have an iPhone 4S, you can't use Siri, or at least you can't until hackers manage to port it to iPhone 4. You've got iOS 5 and you're excited to start using the awesome new Notifications Center that...Read more Apple first took the wraps off iOS 13 back in June
at its annual developer conference. The update arrived in September, followed by some updates that added new features and fixed bugs. And now, as of the end of October, we're up to iOS 13.2.In terms of bringing new features, iOS 13.2 isn't anywhere near as significant as the initial iOS 13 was. Still, there are a bunch of new features in this release.
If you own one of the new iPhone 11 models, iOS 13.2 adds support for Deep Fusion photography and its more detailed images. There's support for the just-announced AirPods Pro earbuds, and you can now opt out of Siri recording your requests.If that sounds like something you want right now, it's time to install iOS 13.2. Here's how to get Apple's
updated OS onto your iPhone. And be sure to check out our full iOS 13 review to see how well all of the new features in that major update work, from the all-new system-wide Dark Mode to the redesigned Photos app. Should I download iOS 13.2?i0S 13.2 is the second major refinement of iOS 13 that Apple pushed out. (i0OS 13.1 came out a few days
after the initial release) At this point, iOS 13 should be safer and more reliable than the version that debuted in September. So you should go ahead and feel confident in downloading it, especially if you already installed iOS 13 on your iPhone and you've had a few issues with it thus far.Which iPhones support iOS 13.2?You'll be able to install iOS 13.2
on an iPhone 6s or later — basically, any phone released by Apple since 2015. That includes the iPhone SE, and iOS 13.2 runs on the 7th generation iPod touch, too.iPad owners have their own version of iOS 13. This year, Apple split iOS into two versions — one for the iPhone and one for the iPad with more tablet-centric features. iPadOS 13, which
offered many of the same improvements found in iOS 13, came out in late September. To find out how to download that update, follow along with our handy guide for iPad users.Installing iOS 13.2: First make a backupAnytime you install a new OS on your iPhone, you should always back up your device first. And archiving that backup means you'll be
able to jump back to the older version of iOS should this release prove unstable. (Like we said, the odds are low, but it's always good to have a backup at the ready.Here's how to back up your iPhone before installing iOS 13.2.1. Plug your iOS device into your computer and launch iTunes. Click on the iPhone icon to access your device.2. Backup your
iPhone. Make sure you've selected This Computer as the location for the backup and then click Back Up Now.3. Go to the Preferences Menu and select Devices. You'll see a list of your last iPhone backups.4. Control-click on the backup you just made, and on the menu that appears, select Archive. This will prevent subsequent backups from writing
over this version.How to Install iOS 13.2 from Your iPhoneWith a backup in place, you're finally ready to install iOS 13.2 on your iPhone. Here's how to do it over-the-air. (Since this is a big update, you should really do this installation over Wi-Fi, and make sure your iPhone is plugged into a power source.)1. Tap the Settings app and select General.2.
Select Software Update.3. iOS 13.2 should appear there. Tap Download & Install.4. You'll be prompted to enter your passcode and then you'll need to agree to Apple's terms and conditions.From there, the iOS 13.2 update will start downloading. When it's time to install, your phone will restart. The installation process could take a while, so be
patient.How to Install iOS 13.2 from iTunesSince you have to plug in your phone and make a backup anyway when installing a major iOS update, I've always found it just easier to run the installation through iTunes — at least on Macs that still run that app. (iTunes isn't part of macOS Catalina; instead, if you've upgraded to macOS Catalina, use Finder
to update your iPhone's 0S.)1. With your iPhone plugged into your computer, launch iTunes.2. Click on the iPhone icon near the top of the application window to go to the screen where you can manage your device.3. Click either Check for Update or Update if iOS 13.2 is already listed as available.4. Tap Install when asked if you want to install the
download.5. Agree to Apple's terms of service. You may be required to enter a passcode on your iPhone or iPad. Once you've done this, the software will begin downloading and your device will reboot to start updating.
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