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PHOENIX,	AZ	-	SEPTEMBER	22:	Chris	Ianetta	#22	of	the	Colorado	Rockies	hits	a	2-RBI	single	against	the	Arizona	Diamondbacks	during	the	third	inning	of	an	MLB	game	at	Chase	Field	on	September	22,	2018	in	Phoenix,	Arizona.	(Photo	by	Ralph	Freso/Getty	Images)	The	popular	consensus	among	Colorado	Rockies	fans	entering	this	offseason	was
that	the	team	needed	an	upgrade	at	the	catcher	position.	Yet	as	we	enter	the	final	week	leading	up	to	spring	camp,	Chris	Iannetta	and	Tony	Wolters	remain	the	catching	tandem	for	the	team.	What	has	left	many	fans	scratching	their	heads	is	the	fact	that	there	were	multiple	opportunities	for	the	Rockies	to	upgrade	at	the	position	throughout	the
winter.Free	agent	catchers	Wilson	Ramos	and	Kurt	Suzuki	would	have	been	great	upgrades	to	the	team’s	overall	production.	However,	the	Rockies	ended	up	missing	out	on	both	as	Ramos	signed	with	the	Mets	and	Suzuki	signed	with	the	Nationals.	The	largest	trade	target	this	offseason	was	(former)	Marlins	stud	catcher	J.T.	Realmuto.	Many	fans
believed	that	the	Rockies	should	have	done	anything	to	acquire	the	all-star	catcher,	even	if	that	meant	including	top	prospect	Brendan	Rodgers	in	a	deal.	However,	the	Phillies	ended	up	acquiring	the	prized	catcher	in	a	major	trade	with	the	Marlins	this	past	week.It	is	becoming	increasingly	clear	that	the	Rockies	feel	comfortable	starting	the	2019
season	with	their	current	in-house	options	at	catcher.	Does	the	lack	of	an	upgrade	at	catcher	spell	doom	for	a	team	looking	for	a	third	straight	postseason	appearance?The	simple	answer	is	no.	The	catchers	will	not	be	what	completely	makes	or	breaks	the	upcoming	season.	It	is	no	secret	that	the	total	production	that	the	Rockies	got	from	their
catchers	last	season	left	much	to	be	desired.	However,	both	Iannetta	and	Wolters	added	value	to	the	team	in	different	ways	that	helped	the	team	reach	the	postseason	for	a	second	straight	year.The	phenomenal	way	that	Iannetta	and	Wolters	handled	the	young	pitching	staff	last	season	cannot	be	overstated.	Denver	native	Kyle	Freeland	had	arguably
the	best	season	by	a	starting	pitcher	in	franchise	history	and	Germán	Márquez	emerged	as	a	superstar	in	the	making.	It	is	safe	to	say	that	without	the	performance	of	the	starting	rotation	last	year,	the	Rockies	probably	don’t	come	close	to	sniffing	the	postseason.Although	Iannetta	won’t	put	up	sexy	offensive	numbers,	he	still	provided	some	value	to
the	lackluster	offense	last	season.	Despite	sporting	a	.224	average,	Iannetta	still	posted	an	on	base	percentage	over	a	hundred	points	higher	at	.345.	This	is	due	to	the	fact	that	he	takes	professional	at-bats	and	has	a	knack	for	making	opposing	pitchers	work	(which	in	of	itself	adds	value	to	the	offense).	Last	season,	the	league	average	for	pitches	per
plate	appearance	was	3.90.	Iannetta	posted	a	pitches	per	plate	appearance	average	of	4.16.Iannetta	isn’t	going	to	be	the	guy	who	hits	.300,	with	25+	home	runs,	and	drives	in	95,	but	he	is	still	capable	of	getting	on	base	at	the	bottom	of	the	order	and	flipping	the	lineup	over,	which	is	valuable.Wolters	is	more	of	a	traditional	catcher	in	the	sense	that
defense	comes	first	and	whatever	offense	you	get	from	him	on	any	given	day	is	considered	a	bonus.	Wolters	has	emerged	as	one	of	the	best	defensive	catchers	in	baseball.	This	is	evident	by	looking	at	two	important	advanced	defensive	metrics.	Using	Baseball	Reference’s	catcher	strike	zone	runs	above	average	(RszC),		which	is	a	way	to	determine	the
value	of	catcher	framing,	shows	Wolters	finished	eighth	out	of	all	catchers	in	the	majors	last	season	with	7	RszC.	Wolters	also	had	14	defensive	runs	saved	(DRS)	last	season,	which	placed	him	fourth	out	of	all	major	league	catchers.	Next:	Kyle	Freeland	discusses	his	pitch	focus	for	2019	Though	it	would	have	been	nice	for	the	Rockies	to	make	a	major
upgrade	at	catcher	heading	into	2019,	Iannetta	and	Wolters	still	provide	important	value	to	the	team.	If	the	Rockies	do	indeed	falter	this	season	and	fail	to	make	a	third	straight	postseason	trip,	it	won’t	just	be	because	of	who	is	behind	the	plate.	The	more	important	determinants	for	how	this	season	goes	will	be	the	production	from	young	guys	like
Garrett	Hampson,	Ryan	McMahon,	and	Rodger;	if	bullpen	arms	Chris	Rusin,	Jake	McGee,	and	Bryan	Shaw	are	able	to	have	bounceback	seasons;	and	the	kind	of	encore	performance	the	young	talented	rotation	has	for	2019	after	their	stellar	2018	campaign.	Colorado	Rockies	pitcher	Tyler	Anderson	throws	against	the	Milwaukee	Brewers	during	the
first	inning	of	a	spring	training	baseball	game	Saturday,	March	10,	2018,	in	Phoenix.	(AP	Photo/Matt	York)	SCOTTSDALE,	Ariz	–	While	Coloradans	are	experiencing	frigid	mornings	and	the	occasional	snow,	Rockies	pitchers	and	catchers	will	soon	be	out	in	the	sun	getting	ready	to	play	ball.	Pitchers	and	catchers	report	to	the	team’s	spring	training
facility	in	Scottsdale,	Ariz.	on	Wednesday.	Chuck	Nazty,	Cargo	and	Nolan	won’t	be	too	far	behind-	they	report	next	Monday	for	a	full	squad	workout.	The	team	will	begin	spring	training	games	on	Feb.	23	with	the	first	game	against	the	Arizona	Diamondbacks.	The	team’s	superb	Twitter	account	is	documenting	the	trip	to	the	American	southwest	by
live-tweeting	the	journey	from	Denver	to	the	Grand	Canyon	State,	you	can	check	out	their	adventures	below.	Tweets	by	Rockies	Looking	ahead	to	the	regular	season,	it’s	only	six	weeks	away!	The	Rockies	will	open	their	season	on	the	road	against	the	Miami	Marlins	on	March	28.	The	Rockies	will	return	to	Coors	Field	on	Friday,	April	5	for	their	home
opener	against	the	Dodgers.	The	Rockies	are	looking	to	build	on	last	season’s	success	when	they	won	91	games	and	advanced	to	the	NLDS	where	they	eventually	fell	to	the	Milwaukee	Brewers.	Recent	Game	Results	Height	of	bar	is	margin	of	victory	•	Mouseover	bar	for	details	•	Click	for	box	score	•	Grouped	by	Month	5.	Apr	1,	COL	(2-3)	lost	to	TBR,
1-7	6.	Apr	2,	COL	(2-4)	lost	to	TBR,	0-4	7.	Apr	3,	COL	(3-4)	beat	TBR,	1-0	8.	Apr	5,	COL	(3-5)	lost	to	LAD,	6-10	9.	Apr	6,	COL	(3-6)	lost	to	LAD,	2-7	10.	Apr	7,	COL	(3-7)	lost	to	LAD,	6-12	11.	Apr	8,	COL	(3-8)	lost	to	ATL,	6-8	12.	Apr	9,	COL	(3-9)	lost	to	ATL,	1-7	13.	Apr	11,	COL	(3-10)	lost	to	SFG,	0-1	14.	Apr	12,	COL	(3-11)	lost	to	SFG,	2-3	15.	Apr	13,
COL	(3-12)	lost	to	SFG,	2-5	16.	Apr	14,	COL	(4-12)	beat	SFG,	4-0	17.	Apr	15,	COL	(5-12)	beat	SDP,	5-2	18.	Apr	16,	COL	(6-12)	beat	SDP,	8-2	19.	Apr	18,	COL	(7-12)	beat	PHI,	6-2	20.	Apr	19,	COL	(8-12)	beat	PHI,	4-3	21.	Apr	20,	COL	(8-13)	lost	to	PHI,	5-8	22.	Apr	21,	COL	(9-13)	beat	PHI,	4-1	23.	Apr	22,	COL	(10-13)	beat	WSN,	7-5	24.	Apr	23,	COL	(10-
14)	lost	to	WSN,	3-6	25.	Apr	24,	COL	(11-14)	beat	WSN,	9-5	26.	Apr	26,	COL	(12-14)	beat	ATL,	8-4	27.	Apr	27,	COL	(13-14)	beat	ATL,	9-5	28.	Apr	28,	COL	(13-15)	lost	to	ATL,	7-8	29.	Apr	29,	COL	(13-16)	lost	to	MIL,	1-5	30.	Apr	30,	COL	(13-17)	lost	to	MIL,	3-4	31.	May	1,	COL	(14-17)	beat	MIL,	11-4	32.	May	2,	COL	(15-17)	beat	MIL,	11-6	33.	May	3,
COL	(15-18)	lost	to	ARI,	9-10	34.	May	4,	COL	(15-19)	lost	to	ARI,	2-9	35.	May	5,	COL	(16-19)	beat	ARI,	8-7	36.	May	7,	COL	(16-20)	lost	to	SFG,	4-14	37.	May	9,	COL	(17-20)	beat	SFG,	12-11	38.	May	10,	COL	(18-20)	beat	SDP,	12-2	39.	May	11,	COL	(18-21)	lost	to	SDP,	3-4	40.	May	12,	COL	(19-21)	beat	SDP,	10-7	41.	May	14,	COL	(20-21)	beat	BOS,	5-4
42.	May	15,	COL	(20-22)	lost	to	BOS,	5-6	43.	May	17,	COL	(20-23)	lost	to	PHI,	4-5	44.	May	18,	COL	(20-24)	lost	to	PHI,	1-2	45.	May	19,	COL	(20-25)	lost	to	PHI,	5-7	46.	May	21,	COL	(21-25)	beat	PIT,	5-0	47.	May	22,	COL	(22-25)	beat	PIT,	9-3	48.	May	23,	COL	(22-26)	lost	to	PIT,	6-14	49.	May	24,	COL	(23-26)	beat	BAL,	8-6	50.	May	25,	COL	(23-27)	lost
to	BAL,	6-9	51.	May	26,	COL	(24-27)	beat	BAL,	8-7	52.	May	27,	COL	(25-27)	beat	ARI,	4-3	53.	May	28,	COL	(26-27)	beat	ARI,	6-2	54.	May	29,	COL	(27-27)	beat	ARI,	5-4	55.	May	30,	COL	(28-27)	beat	ARI,	11-10	56.	May	31,	COL	(29-27)	beat	TOR,	13-6	57.	Jun	1,	COL	(30-27)	beat	TOR,	4-2	58.	Jun	2,	COL	(31-27)	beat	TOR,	5-1	59.	Jun	4,	COL	(31-28)	lost
to	CHC,	3-6	60.	Jun	5,	COL	(31-29)	lost	to	CHC,	8-9	61.	Jun	6,	COL	(32-29)	beat	CHC,	3-1	62.	Jun	7,	COL	(33-29)	beat	NYM,	5-1	63.	Jun	8,	COL	(33-30)	lost	to	NYM,	3-5	64.	Jun	9,	COL	(33-31)	lost	to	NYM,	1-6	65.	Jun	10,	COL	(34-31)	beat	CHC,	6-5	66.	Jun	11,	COL	(35-31)	beat	CHC,	10-3	67.	Jun	12,	COL	(35-32)	lost	to	CHC,	1-10	68.	Jun	13,	COL	(36-
32)	beat	SDP,	9-6	69.	Jun	14,	COL	(36-33)	lost	to	SDP,	12-16	70.	Jun	15,	COL	(37-33)	beat	SDP,	14-8	71.	Jun	16,	COL	(37-34)	lost	to	SDP,	13-14	72.	Jun	18,	COL	(38-34)	beat	ARI,	8-1	73.	Jun	19,	COL	(39-34)	beat	ARI,	6-4	74.	Jun	20,	COL	(40-34)	beat	ARI,	6-4	75.	Jun	21,	COL	(40-35)	lost	to	LAD,	2-4	76.	Jun	22,	COL	(40-36)	lost	to	LAD,	4-5	77.	Jun	23,
COL	(40-37)	lost	to	LAD,	3-6	78.	Jun	24,	COL	(41-37)	beat	SFG,	2-0	79.	Jun	25,	COL	(41-38)	lost	to	SFG,	2-4	80.	Jun	26,	COL	(42-38)	beat	SFG,	6-3	81.	Jun	27,	COL	(42-39)	lost	to	LAD,	8-12	82.	Jun	28,	COL	(43-39)	beat	LAD,	13-9	83.	Jun	29,	COL	(44-39)	beat	LAD,	5-3	84.	Jun	30,	COL	(44-40)	lost	to	LAD,	5-10	85.	Jul	2,	COL	(44-41)	lost	to	HOU,	8-9	86.
Jul	3,	COL	(44-42)	lost	to	HOU,	2-4	87.	Jul	5,	COL	(44-43)	lost	to	ARI,	0-8	88.	Jul	6,	COL	(44-44)	lost	to	ARI,	2-4	89.	Jul	7,	COL	(44-45)	lost	to	ARI,	3-5	90.	Jul	12,	COL	(45-45)	beat	CIN,	3-2	91.	Jul	13,	COL	(45-46)	lost	to	CIN,	9-17	92.	Jul	14,	COL	(46-46)	beat	CIN,	10-9	93.	Jul	15,	COL	(46-47)	lost	to	SFG,	2-19	94.	Jul	15,	COL	(46-48)	lost	to	SFG,	1-2	95.
Jul	16,	COL	(46-49)	lost	to	SFG,	4-8	96.	Jul	17,	COL	(46-50)	lost	to	SFG,	8-11	97.	Jul	19,	COL	(46-51)	lost	to	NYY,	2-8	98.	Jul	20,	COL	(46-52)	lost	to	NYY,	5-11	99.	Jul	21,	COL	(47-52)	beat	NYY,	8-4	100.	Jul	23,	COL	(47-53)	lost	to	WSN,	1-11	101.	Jul	24,	COL	(47-54)	lost	to	WSN,	2-3	102.	Jul	24,	COL	(47-55)	lost	to	WSN,	0-2	103.	Jul	25,	COL	(48-55)	beat
WSN,	8-7	104.	Jul	26,	COL	(49-55)	beat	CIN,	12-2	105.	Jul	27,	COL	(49-56)	lost	to	CIN,	1-3	106.	Jul	28,	COL	(49-57)	lost	to	CIN,	2-3	107.	Jul	29,	COL	(50-57)	beat	LAD,	9-1	108.	Jul	30,	COL	(50-58)	lost	to	LAD,	4-9	109.	Jul	31,	COL	(50-59)	lost	to	LAD,	1-5	110.	Aug	2,	COL	(51-59)	beat	SFG,	5-4	111.	Aug	3,	COL	(51-60)	lost	to	SFG,	5-6	112.	Aug	4,	COL
(52-60)	beat	SFG,	6-2	113.	Aug	6,	COL	(52-61)	lost	to	HOU,	6-11	114.	Aug	7,	COL	(52-62)	lost	to	HOU,	3-14	115.	Aug	8,	COL	(52-63)	lost	to	SDP,	3-9	116.	Aug	9,	COL	(52-64)	lost	to	SDP,	1-7	117.	Aug	10,	COL	(52-65)	lost	to	SDP,	5-8	118.	Aug	11,	COL	(53-65)	beat	SDP,	8-3	119.	Aug	12,	COL	(53-66)	lost	to	ARI,	6-8	120.	Aug	13,	COL	(53-67)	lost	to	ARI,
3-9	121.	Aug	14,	COL	(54-67)	beat	ARI,	7-6	122.	Aug	16,	COL	(55-67)	beat	MIA,	3-0	123.	Aug	17,	COL	(56-67)	beat	MIA,	11-4	124.	Aug	18,	COL	(57-67)	beat	MIA,	7-6	125.	Aug	19,	COL	(57-68)	lost	to	ARI,	3-5	126.	Aug	20,	COL	(57-69)	lost	to	ARI,	7-8	127.	Aug	21,	COL	(58-69)	beat	ARI,	7-2	128.	Aug	22,	COL	(58-70)	lost	to	STL,	5-6	129.	Aug	23,	COL
(58-71)	lost	to	STL,	3-8	130.	Aug	24,	COL	(58-72)	lost	to	STL,	0-6	131.	Aug	25,	COL	(58-73)	lost	to	STL,	4-11	132.	Aug	26,	COL	(59-73)	beat	ATL,	3-1	133.	Aug	27,	COL	(59-74)	lost	to	BOS,	6-10	134.	Aug	28,	COL	(59-75)	lost	to	BOS,	4-7	135.	Aug	29,	COL	(59-76)	lost	to	PIT,	8-11	136.	Aug	30,	COL	(59-77)	lost	to	PIT,	4-9	137.	Aug	31,	COL	(59-78)	lost	to
PIT,	4-11	138.	Sep	1,	COL	(59-79)	lost	to	PIT,	2-6	139.	Sep	2,	COL	(59-80)	lost	to	LAD,	9-16	140.	Sep	3,	COL	(59-81)	lost	to	LAD,	3-5	141.	Sep	4,	COL	(59-82)	lost	to	LAD,	3-7	142.	Sep	6,	COL	(60-82)	beat	SDP,	3-2	143.	Sep	7,	COL	(60-83)	lost	to	SDP,	0-3	144.	Sep	8,	COL	(60-84)	lost	to	SDP,	1-2	145.	Sep	10,	COL	(61-84)	beat	STL,	2-1	146.	Sep	11,	COL
(62-84)	beat	STL,	2-1	147.	Sep	12,	COL	(62-85)	lost	to	STL,	3-10	148.	Sep	13,	COL	(63-85)	beat	SDP,	10-8	149.	Sep	14,	COL	(64-85)	beat	SDP,	11-10	150.	Sep	15,	COL	(65-85)	beat	SDP,	10-5	151.	Sep	16,	COL	(66-85)	beat	NYM,	9-4	152.	Sep	17,	COL	(66-86)	lost	to	NYM,	1-6	153.	Sep	18,	COL	(66-87)	lost	to	NYM,	4-7	154.	Sep	20,	COL	(66-88)	lost	to
LAD,	5-12	155.	Sep	21,	COL	(67-88)	beat	LAD,	4-2	156.	Sep	22,	COL	(67-89)	lost	to	LAD,	4-7	157.	Sep	24,	COL	(68-89)	beat	SFG,	8-5	158.	Sep	25,	COL	(68-90)	lost	to	SFG,	1-2	159.	Sep	26,	COL	(68-91)	lost	to	SFG,	3-8	160.	Sep	27,	COL	(69-91)	beat	MIL,	11-7	161.	Sep	28,	COL	(70-91)	beat	MIL,	3-2	162.	Sep	29,	COL	(71-91)	beat	MIL,	4-3
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