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“The Tell-Tale Beart’ by Cdgar Allis Pee
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“The Tell-tale Heart”

Edgar Allan Poe

TRUEI—MERYOUS—VERY, very dreadiully nervous | hod been and am; bul
witty will you say that | am mod? The disease had shorpened my senies—
nol destroyed—nol dulled them. Above ol was tha sense of haarng
acute. | heard all things in the heaven and in the aarth. | heard many
thirgs in hed, How, then, am | mad+? Hearken! and observe how healthily—
hew calmly | can tell you the whobe story.

It is impossible 1o say how firs! the ideo entered my brain: bul ence
conceivad, it haunted me day and night. Cbjac! there was none, Passion
there was nona. | loved the old man. He had never wronged mea. He had
never given ma insull. For his gold | hod no dasire. | think it was his ayal yas,
it weas this! He had the eye of o vullure—a pale blue ayea, with a film over
i1, Whenever it lell ypon me, my blood ran cold; and 50 by degrees—very
gradually— made up my mind 1o take the ife of the old man, and thus rid
miysell of the eye lorever,

Mow this is the point. You fancy me mad. Maodmen know nolhing. Bul you
should have sean ma. You should have seen how wisaly | proceadad—
with whal coulion—with whaot loresight—with what disimulation | went to
work! | wos never kinder 1o the old mon than duing the whole week
belore | kiled ham, And every night, about midnight, | tumed the latch of
his door and opened it—oh 10 gently! And then, when | hod mode an
opaning sulficiant for my haad, | pul in a dark lantam, all ckosed, closed,
1hat fo ight shone oul, and thean | kst in my head, Oh, you would have
loughed o see how cunningly | thaust it inl | moved it slowly—vary, very
shonedy’, 30 thal | mught not dstiab the old man's sheep. It 100k me an hour 1o
place my whole heod within the opening 5o far that | could see him as he

8 THE TELL-TALE HEART

answered cheerily, they chatted of familiar things. But, ere
long, I felt myself getting pale and wished them gone. My
head ached, and 1 fancied a ringing in my ears: but still they
sat and still chatted. The ringing became more distinct:—it
continued and became more distinct: I talked more freely to
get rid of the feeling: but it continued and gained
definitiveness—until, at length, 1 found that the noise was
not within my ears.

No doubt I now grew very pale;—but I talked more
fluently, and with a heightened voice. Yet the sound
increased—and what could I do? It was a low, dull, quick
sound—much such a sound as a watch makes when
enveloped in cotron. 1 gasped for breath—and yet the officers
heard it not. 1 talked more quickly—more vehemently: but
the noise steadily increased. I arose and argued about trifles,
in a high key and with violent gesticulations, but the noise
steadily increased. Why would they not be gone? I paced the
floor to and fro with heavy strides, as if excited to fury by
the observation of the men—but the noise steadily increased.
Oh God! what could 1 do? 1 foamed—I raved—I swore! [
swung the chair upon which 1 had been sitting, and grated it
upon the boards, but the noise arose over all and continually
increased. It grew louder—louder—louder! And still the
men chatted pleasantly, and smiled. Was it possible they
heard not? Almighty God!—no, no! They heard!—they
suspected!—they knew!—they were making a mockery of
my horror!—this [ thought, and this I think. But any thing
was better than this agony! Any thing was more tolerable
than this derision! I could bear those hypocritical smiles no
longer! I felt that I must scream or die!—and now—again!—
hark! louder! louder! louder! louder!—

“Villains!” I shrieked, “dissemble no more! I admit the
deed!—tear up the planks!—here, here!—it is the beating of
his hideous heart!™
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rof-- ,traeh thil a htiw ti nepo ot nwod tnew I felt like getting padded and wished they were. Object was not none. He shouted once -Penas once. He was still sitting on the bed listening; -You look like I did, night after night, listening to the guardians of death on the wall. Oh God! What could I do? Replace the boards so intelligently, so cunning that no
human eye -not even his -could detect anything wrong. I took my visitors all over the house. I finally led them to their mara. Your va © sple would not bother me more. You like me crazy. I showed them their treasures, safe, undisturbed. I got up and discussed ninker, in a tall key with violent gestures; But the Raado has constantly increased. I heard all
things in the C © u and on earth. I get smiled happily to find the action to be. The old man was dead. There was nothing to wash the spot of any kind of the blood. And I told you that what you make mistakes with madness is, but the excess of sense of meaning? His fears were from getting growing over him. Finally, he ceased. I put my motto in the
heart and held it for a lot of minutes. I had the head and was about to open the flashlight, when my thumb slipped over the fixation of the can, and the old man jumped on the bed, crying -"Who is there?" I was quiet and said nothing. I tried the constant what I could keep the lightning in the van. I knew the sound well. When I waited a lot of time, with
a lot of patients, without I heard it bed, I decided to open a little -a very, very little slot in the flashlight. He was saying to himself -"it is not a wind in the chamination © -just a rat crossing the" or "is just a chilian chilian." Yes, he was trying to comfort these assets: but he had found everything in vain. -Now, I say, came to my ears a low, big and rude
sound, as a relief does when involved in a cotton. O was absent in the country. Never before that night had I felt the extent of my own powers --of my sagacity. He was stone dead. The officers were satisfied. But anything was better than this agony! Anything was more tolerable than this derision! I could bear those hypocritical smiles no longer! I felt
that I must scream or die! and now --again! --hark! louder! louder! louder! louder! "Villains!" I shrieked, "dissemble no more! I admit the deed! --tear up the planks! here, here! --It is the beating of his hideous heart!" -THE END- I cut off the head and the arms and the legs. They sat, and while I answered cheerily, they chatted of familiar things. I bade
them search --search well. Madmen know nothing. In the enthusiasm of my confidence, I brought chairs into the room, and desired them here to rest from their fatigues, while I myself, in the wild audacity of my perfect triumph, placed my own seat upon the very spot beneath which reposed the corpse of the victim. Yet, for some minutes longer I
refrained and stood still. It was the beating of the old man's heart. I paced the floor to and fro with heavy strides, as if excited to fury by the observations of the men --but the noise steadily increased. Upon the eighth night I was more than usually cautious in opening the door. And it was the mournful influence of the unperceived shadow that caused
him to feel --although he neither saw nor heard --to feel the presence of my head within the room. Meantime the hellish tattoo of the heart increased. In an instant I dragged him to the floor, and pulled the heavy bed over him. Whenever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold; and so by degrees --very gradually --I made up my mind to take the life of the old
man, and thus rid myself of the eye forever. It was not a groan of pain or of grief --oh, no! --it was the low stifled sound that arises from the bottom of the soul when overcharged with awe. Yes, he was stone, stone dead. My head uotnemua e odut erbos uigrus ohlurab o sam ,saubjAt san somar a e odatnes avatse ue lauq a erbos ariedac a iecnalab uE
lieruj- ieriled ue- iemupse uE .edatnov A etnemralugnis avatse uE .sossacse so ertne odut ietisoped e aram¢Ac ad osip od saubjAt s2Art ieugep ofAtne uE .uecnevnoc so arienam ahniM .raruotse aireved of£A§Aaroc o euq iesnep uE !atla siam ,atla siam uocif aditab a saM .uodebebme so o£An- sodAurtsed of£An- soditnes suem uoifa a§Aneod A .aduga
rivuo ed osnes o avatse ,odut ed amicA .otsiv em ret aireved 2Acov saM .megaroc me odadlos o alumitse robmat mu ed otnemacnapse o siop ,air?Af ahnim uotnemuA .ieripser lam uE .oteiuq ieuqif e ahnetsba em adnia omsem saM .ongilam ohlo ues sam ,uotirri em euq ohlev o iof o£An sioP ;ohlabart o rezaf levAssopmi are missa E ;sodahcef erpmes
sohlo so iertnocne sam ,- etion- aiem A etion adot- sagnol setion etes rop zif ue ossi E ?remet arap ahnit ue euq o arap- ,irros uE .ojesed ahnit o£An ue ,oruo ues o araP .etion- aiem omoc orucse- saroh ortauq mare ,sohlabart sessed aranimret ue odnauQ !ah !ah- odut uogep ariehnab amU .etion e aid uorbmossa em ossi ,odibecnoc zev amu saM
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ofAn 2Acov- - irba ue of£AtnE .m©Abmat meb aos euq aibas uE .mavasrevnoc adnia e sodatnes mavatse adnia sele sam :sodivuo suem me euqot mu ienigami ue E otsi otsi ;uotirri em of£An ,otnatne on ,0ssl ?arobme odi mairet o£An sele euq roP not being heard through the wall. A scream was heard by a neighbor at night; The suspicion of dirty game
was awakened; The information were presented in the writing of Polish and they (the police) had been borrowed to research the installations. Was it possible that they did not hear? And every morning, when the day broke, I boldly entered the mara and spoke bravely to him, calling him by the name in a healthy tone and asking how he spent the night.
I'loved the elderly. How, am I, I'm angry? The old man's terror must have been extreme! He got louder, I say, louder every moment! -You mark me well, I said I'm nervous: I am. Passion was not none. Now this is the point. As soon as you would have been a very deep old man, in fact, to suspect that every night, just twelve, I looked at him while he
slept. For a whole hour, I don't move a mother, and in the meantime, I heard him lie down. Almighty God! -No one! They heard! -They suspected! --they knew! "They were mocking my horror!" I thought, and that I think. He never gave me insult. I went to breathe -and still the police heard that. And every night, around the midfielder, I turned the lock
of his door and opened it so gently! And then, when I made enough opening for my head, I put a dark flashlight, all closed, closed, that no light shone and then pushed in my head. I removed the bed and examined the cad. I now heard a slight moan and knew it was the moan of deadly terror. I saw with perfect distinction -all opaque blue, with a
heinous vanity about it that refrigerated the spinal cord in my bones; But I couldn't see anything else from the face or person of the old man: for he had directed the lightning as if it were by instinct, precisely in the damn place. All in vain; Because death, when approaching him, was with his black shadow before him and involved the victim. However,
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