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Google	Drive,	Google’s	long	expected	cloud	storage	service,	is	almost	here.	New	details	have	emerged	from	an	early	blog	post	Google	accidentally	made	public	on	a	French	website	today,	according	to	one	Google+	user	who	saved	the	text	(here	it	is	in	English)	before	it	was	taken	down.	According	to	the	leaked	post	Google	Docs	(which	swelled	to	5GB
of	free	space	today,	per	user)	will	be	integrated	into	Google	Drive.	After	filling	that,	users	can	buy	additional	storage	for	$4	per	20GB	all	the	way	up	to	16TB.	Like	other	file	storage	services,	Google	Drive	will	be	searchable.	Also,	Drive	is	equipped	to	open	30	kinds	of	documents	including	video,	Adobe	Illustrator,	Adobe	Photoshop	files	in	a	Web
browser	window.	The	platform	will	be	open	too,	so	third	party	developers	can	build	apps	that	fit	into	it.	Update:	Google	Drive	has	officially	here,	and	the	site	is	finally	live.	In	addition	to	the	free	5GB	of	space	which	you	can	access	right	away,	Google’s	offering	subscription	plans	too:	25GB	for	$2.49/month,	100GB	for	$4.99/month	o	1TB	for
$49.99/month.	A	desktop	app	for	Macs	and	PCs	syncs	with	the	cloud	service.	Users	can	view	documents	on	their	Android	devices,	and	an	app	for	iOS	is	in	the	works.	To	read	news	items	as	they	develop	watch	for	more	Fast	Feed	stories	during	the	day,	by	clicking	here.	We	use	Google	for	virtually	everything.	Since	Google	Wallet’s	launch	in	2011,	we
can	use	it	to	transfer	money	too.	Adding	to	the	countless	mix	of	electronic	payment	systems,	more	and	more	people	have	started	using	Google	Wallet	to	request	and	collect	money	from	their	coworkers,	friends	and	family.Everyone’s	experienced	the	awkward	silence	that	comes	when	someone	realizes	they	forgot	to	bring	cash	to	dinner	–	right	when
the	bill	arrives	at	the	table.	Electronic	payment	systems	provide	a	safety	net	for	us	all.	One	of	the	most	straightforward	payment	systems,	Google	Wallet,	applies	its	digital	expertise	to	the	world	of	requesting	and	sending	money.Google	has	announced	their	plans	to	integrate	Google	Wallet	with	Google	Assistant	for	Android	users.	Using	voice
commands,	you	can	request	or	pay	a	contact	in	your	phone.	For	security	purposes,	you	will	either	have	to	provide	your	fingerprint	or	personal	code	to	send	and	request	money.	Google	hasn’t	disclosed	a	specific	release	date	for	this	yet,	but	has	said	that	it	is	set	to	come	out	in	a	couple	of	months.Compare	Google	Wallet	to	other	money	transfer	services
Our	table	lets	you	compare	the	services	you	can	use	to	send	money	abroad.	Compare	services	on	transfer	speeds	and	fees,	then	click	Go	to	site	when	you're	ready	to	send.	1.	First	things	first:	In	order	to	request	money	via	Google	Wallet,	you	need	to	have	an	account	with	Google.	You	don’t	need	a	gmail	address	in	particular,	but	you	need	to	be	able	to
sign	into	a	Google	account.2.	Since	I	have	Gmail	and	I’m	on	it	basically	all	day,	I	easily	found	the	Wallet	area	from	my	email	window	and	did	the	transfer	on	desktop.	If	you’re	on	your	phone,	you	can	now	download	the	application	on	both	Apple	and	Android	systems.	Open	up	the	application.	To	request	money,	press	“request	money”	(pretty	simple,
right?).3.	Type	in	the	email	of	whomever	you’re	requesting	money	from.	If	you	would	like,	include	something	in	the	memo	section.	This	most	often	entails	why	you’re	requesting	money,	so	if	you’re	requesting	money	because	you	and	your	friend	split	the	bill	for	cocktails,	you	might	write	“drinks	from	tuesday”.	I	can’t	tell	if	this	would	be	harder	on	my
phone	–	if	it	autocompletes	the	email,	perhaps	–	but	if	I	have	to	find	it	in	my	Mail	app	first,	it	might	be	a	pain.4.	To	the	person	you’re	requesting	money	from,	your	request	will	show	up	in	an	email.	They	can	deny	your	request,	or	accept	it	and	pay	with	a	debit	or	credit	card.	The	money	can	go	directly	into	your	bank	account	or	can	be	immediately
cashed	out	to	your	card.1.	Sending	money	on	Google	Wallet	is	a	lot	like	requesting	money.	Again,	the	first	step	is	to	open	Google	Wallet	from	your	desktop	account	or	the	app.2.	This	time,	press	“send	money.”3.	As	with	requesting	money,	you’ll	need	to	include	the	email	address	of	whomever	you’re	sending	money	to	and	an	optional	memo.4.	You’ll
need	to	add	a	debit	or	credit	card	to	your	account	at	this	point	–	whatever	account	your	card	is	connected	to	is	where	your	money	will	be	withdrawn	from.5.	Oftentimes	there	is	an	additional	security	checkpoint	here.	After	that,	you	just	hit	send.Google	Wallet	used	to	have	a	physical	payment	card,	which	they	discontinued	in	June	of	2016	so	that	they
could	better	focus	on	Google	Wallet.However,	Google	Wallet	still	provides	a	platform	for	debit	and	credit	cards,	but	only	through	the	card	you’ve	linked	to	your	account.	You	can	adjust	your	preferences	so	that	the	money	you	send	and	request	either	goes	directly	into	and	out	of	your	bank	account,	or	you	can	directly	cash	out	of	through	your
card.Google	in	general	makes	an	effort	to	combine	their	services,	and	Google	Wallet	is	not	an	exception.	To	send	money	on	an	email,	all	you	need	to	do	is	click	on	the	dollar	sign	icon,	right	in	between	the	Google	Drive	and	camera	icons	at	the	bottom	of	the	email	window.In	order	to	pay	and	receive	money	using	Google	Wallet,	you	need	to	trust	that
your	personal	financial	information	is	safe	in	their	hands.	Because	they	had	a	security	lapse	in	2012,	where	anyone	could	log	onto	Google	Wallet,	reset	the	PIN	of	a	user	without	entering	the	current	code	and	then	transfer	as	much	money	as	they	wanted	to	whomever	they	wanted,	this	question	is	especially	important.	Luckily	for	Google,	they	were	able
to	fix	their	2012	security	lapse	before	any	damage	was	done,	and	they’ve	taken	some	serious	steps	to	ensure	user	safety.Nowadays,	Google	Wallet	can	only	be	accessed	on	devices	with	a	Secure	Element	chip,	which	encrypts	your	information	so	that	it	cannot	be	accessed	at	any	point	during	transmission.	Plus,	the	Payment	Card	Security	Industry
Security	Standards	Council	awarded	Google	Wallet	the	highest	level	of	standards	security	that	a	business	can	achieve.Ultimately,	while	there	are	always	risks	in	sending	your	money	online,	Google	Wallet	is	about	as	safe	as	it	gets.Pros:Flexible	transferring	limits.	You	can	send	up	to	$10,000	in	one	transaction	and	$10,000	in	a	seven-day	period.The
people	you	send	money	to	don’t	need	to	have	the	app	in	order	to	receive	payment.	This	is	different	from	apps	like	Venmo,	but	similar	to	apps	like	Squarecash.You	can	select	preferences	to	determine	where	your	money	will	go	every	time	you	receive	money.	Money	can	go	directly	into	your	bank	account	or	can	be	cashed	out	to	your	card.Integrated	into
emails.	To	request	or	send	money,	all	you	need	to	do	is	click	a	money	sign	at	the	bottom	of	your	emailCons:International	transfers	are	only	available	between	the	UK	and	the	US.For	transactions	larger	than	$9,999,	you	will	have	to	space	out	your	payments	over	several	days.	This	service	is	better	suited	for	smaller	transactions.You	need	to	pay	a	fee	of
2.9%	to	use	it	with	a	credit	card.	It	is	free	to	use	it	directly	from	your	bank	account	or	a	debit	or	credit	card.Here’s	a	quick	link	to	Google	Wallet.	The	press	is	once	again	abuzz	with	rumors	of	the	mythical	Google	Drive	(GDrive),	which	will	reportedly	launch	in	early	April.GigaOM's	Om	Malik	doesn't	seem	to	be	extremely	confident	in	his	unnamed
sources,	as	he	says	Google's	online	storage	service	"might"	launch	next	month."I	say	might,	just	because	of	Google's	history	with	the	Google	Drive,"	Malik	writes.	Rumors	that	Google	would	launch	a	cloud-based	storage	service	first	popped	up	in	2006,	only	to	resurface	(fruitlessly)	again,	and	again,	and	again.According	to	GigaOM,	the	GDrive	will	offer
1GB	of	free	online	storage,	and	will	charge	for	more.	A	local	client	will	be	available	(similar,	I'm	guessing,	to	Dropbox's	native	file	folders),	along	with	a	Web	app	that	resembles	Google	Docs.	Google	will	reportedly	offer	the	service	to	Google	Apps	customers,	and	will	allow	third-party	developers	to	tie	into	the	service,	so	users	can	save	and	load	files
directly	from	GDrive.Over	the	years,	Google	has	delved	into	online	storage	in	other	ways.	Users	can	upload	any	type	of	file	to	Google	Docs,	and	can	upload	photos	to	Picasa.	Gmail	also	acts	as	a	storage	locker	of	sorts,	since	all	files	sent	via	e-mail	are	automatically	saved	online.	Today,	users	can	purchase	additional	storage	that	is	shared	across	all
three	products.In	addition,	Google	offers	unlimited	storage	for	photos	uploaded	to	Google+,	and	up	to	20,000	song	uploads	with	Google	Music.Still,	Google	doesn't	currently	offer	an	easy	way	to	shuttle	your	files	back	and	forth,	either	from	its	services	to	your	local	machine,	or	to	third-party	apps.	If	you	are	using	any	of	Google's	existing	storage
services,	there's	no	one-stop	location	to	manage	all	your	files	in	bulk.	Those	are	the	things	I'd	hope	to	see	from	a	Google	Drive.	I'd	also	like	to	see	a	native	storage	program	integrated	with	Chrome	OS,	so	users	never	have	to	store	their	files	locally	on	Chromebooks.If	there's	any	one	indication	that	a	Google	Drive	is	actually	imminent,	I'd	say	it's	the
company's	recent	change	in	privacy	policy,	which	allows	Google's	various	services	to	share	data	with	one	another.	A	Google	Drive	would	need	these	privileges	if	it	was	going	to	gather	files	from	Google	Docs,	Gmail,	Picasa,	Google	Music,	and	elsewhere.	With	GigaOM	reporting	a	launch	in	the	first	week	of	April,	we'll	soon	find	out	if	the	latest	story	is
just	another	false	alarm.	Follow	Jared	on	Twitter,	Facebook	or	Google+	for	even	more	tech	news	and	commentary.	Note:	When	you	purchase	something	after	clicking	links	in	our	articles,	we	may	earn	a	small	commission.	Read	our	affiliate	link	policy	for	more	details.	Box	has	3920	reviews	and	a	rating	of	4.32	/	5	vs	Google	Drive	which	has	22876
reviews	and	a	rating	of	4.76	/	5.	Compare	the	similarities	and	differences	between	software	options	with	real	user	reviews	focused	on	features,	ease	of	use,	customer	service,	and	value	for	money.	Google	Drive	has	22876	reviews	and	a	rating	of	4.76	/	5	vs	Slack	which	has	429387	reviews	and	a	rating	of	4.65	/	5.	Compare	the	similarities	and
differences	between	software	options	with	real	user	reviews	focused	on	features,	ease	of	use,	customer	service,	and	value	for	money.	EthosData	has	18	reviews	and	a	rating	of	4.39	/	5	vs	Google	Drive	which	has	22876	reviews	and	a	rating	of	4.76	/	5.	Compare	the	similarities	and	differences	between	software	options	with	real	user	reviews	focused	on
features,	ease	of	use,	customer	service,	and	value	for	money.	As	well	as	being	a	search	engine	and	email	provider,	Google	offers	one	of	the	best	cloud	storage	solutions	available.	Google	Drive	is	a	comprehensive	service	that	allows	you	to	store	your	files	online	and	access	them	across	your	devices.But	how	does	it	stack	up	against	its	competitors?	In
this	Google	Drive	review,	we	assess	its	pricing,	features,	interface,	security,	and	support	to	help	you	decide	whether	it’s	the	cloud	storage	provider	for	you.Google	Drive	review:	Plans	and	pricingGoogle	Drive	offers	various	plans	and	pricing	options	(Image	credit:	Google)With	a	free	Google	account,	you	get	15GB	of	cloud	storage.	This	is	spread	across
all	the	Google	apps—not	just	Google	Drive,	but	Gmail	and	Google	Photos,	too.	If	you	need	extra	space,	you	can	sign	up	for	a	Google	One	personal	plan.	There	are	a	few	different	options:	you	can	access	100GB	of	storage	for	$1.99	a	month	or	$19.99	a	year,	200GB	for	$2.99	a	month	or	$29.99	a	year,	or	2TB	for	$9.99	a	month	or	$99.99	a	year.For
businesses,	Google	Workspace	plans	give	you	all	Google	apps	plus	features	tailored	to	business	users,	such	as	custom	business	email	addresses	and	back-end	infrastructure	for	team	management.	These	cost	$6	per	user	a	month	for	30GB	of	storage	each,	$12	per	user	a	month	for	2TB	each,	or	$18	per	user	a	month	for	5TB	each.Google	Docs	is	well
integrated	into	Drive	(Image	credit:	Google)Google	Drive	has	a	number	of	file-sharing	options,	all	of	which	are	very	simple	to	use.	You	can	share	files	with	other	users	or	groups,	or	you	can	get	shareable	links.	You	can	also	decide	whether	users	can	edit	a	file	or	just	view	it.	Each	file’s	info	tab	has	a	useful	summary	of	users	who	currently	have	access	to
it,	and	you	can	see	who	last	edited	it.Google’s	word	processor,	spreadsheet,	and	presentation	apps—Docs,	Sheets,	and	Slides—are	well	integrated	into	Google	Drive.	You	can	easily	create	and	open	files	from	the	Drive	interface.	They’re	all	slick,	polished	apps,	able	to	compete	with	Microsoft’s	industry-leading	equivalents.	Alternatively,	you	can	upload
files	created	in	Microsoft	software,	and	either	convert	them	easily	into	Google	documents,	or	edit	them	using	Google’s	apps	while	retaining	the	file	type.Google	Drive	keeps	track	of	each	version	of	the	files	you	upload,	including	PDFs	and	images.	It’s	easy	to	access	the	version	history	from	within	the	Drive	interface,	and	to	download	or	restore	any
previous	iterations	of	files.	A	search	bar	at	the	top	of	the	Drive	interface	allows	you	to	instantly	pinpoint	the	particular	file	you’re	looking	for.	You	can	search	by	file	name,	file	type,	keywords,	and	words	contained	within	a	file.	This	even	includes	text	within	PDFs	and	images,	using	Optical	Character	Recognition	(OCR).Interface	and	in	useIt’s	easy	to
navigate	Google	Drive’s	folder	structure	(Image	credit:	Google)There	are	three	ways	to	access	your	Google	Drive	files—through	a	web	browser,	a	mobile	app,	or	a	desktop	tool	called	Backup	and	Sync,	which	allows	you	to	integrate	your	Drive	folder	structure	into	Windows	File	Explorer	or	Finder	on	a	Mac.The	web	browser	interface	is	very	well
designed,	with	a	clear	and	easily	navigable	folder	structure	and	distinctive	icons	that	enable	you	to	find	the	tools	you	need	without	much	trouble.	You	can	add	files	by	dragging	and	dropping,	or	by	going	through	the	simple	menu	options.	It’s	easy	to	organize,	copy,	and	create	favorite	files,	and	to	access	tools	such	as	sharing	controls.	The	mobile	app
has	a	similar	but	scaled-down	design,	which	makes	it	easy	to	switch	between	devices	and	not	lose	track	of	your	documents.	After	a	brief	setup	process,	the	synchronization	between	devices	is	automatic	and	quick.	It	means	you	can	save	a	file	straight	into	a	Google	Drive	folder	on	your	desktop,	and	access	it	almost	immediately	on	your	mobile
device.SupportGoogle	has	a	comprehensive	Help	Center	(Image	credit:	Google)There’s	a	comprehensive	Help	Center	available	on	Google’s	website,	which	offers	answers	to	most	of	the	technical	problems	you	could	encounter	with	Google	Drive.	There’s	also	an	active	and	helpful	community	forum.Getting	in	touch	with	tech	support	isn’t	an	option	if
you’re	on	the	free	plan,	but	for	paying	subscribers,	Google’s	experts	are	available	24/7	via	live	chat,	email,	or	phone.	The	service	is	generally	efficient,	taking	around	ten	minutes	to	be	linked	with	an	agent.SecurityGoogle	claims	to	have	industry-leading	security		(Image	credit:	Google)Google	offers	multiple	options	for	keeping	your	documents	secure,
including	various	levels	of	two-factor	authentication.	For	business	users,	admins	have	a	comprehensive	set	of	tools	for	monitoring	who	has	access	to	what	files	and	setting	alerts	for	attempts	at	unauthorized	access.Your	files	and	folders	are	stored	and	transferred	in	an	encrypted	format,	but	the	catch	is	that	it’s	not	end-to-end	encryption.	This	means
that	Google	technicians	can	decrypt	files	if	compelled	to	do	so	by	law	enforcement,	and	that	leaves	the	system	potentially	vulnerable	to	hackers.The	competitionThe	most	popular	competitor	is	Dropbox.	Like	Google	Drive,	this	is	a	very	slick	service,	with	useful	browser	and	mobile	interfaces	and	desktop	integration.	However,	Dropbox	only	offers	users
2GB	of	storage	on	the	free	plan,	a	steep	drop	from	Google	Drive’s	15GB.	Its	paid	plans	are	also	pricier,	starting	at	$11.99	a	month	for	2TB.	Read	our	Dropbox	review	to	learn	more	about	what	we	made	of	it.Another	competitor	is	iCloud.	This	offers	5GB	on	its	free	plan,	and	the	paid	plans	start	at	a	very	low	$0.99	for	50GB,	going	up	to	$9.99	a	month	for
2TB.	Its	features	aren’t	as	in-depth,	but	its	seamless	integration	with	Apple	devices	make	it	a	good	choice	for	Mac	and	iPhone	users.	You	can	find	out	more	in	our	Apple	iCloud	review.Final	verdictGoogle	Drive’s	smooth,	efficient	interfaces	make	it	easy	to	upload	and	edit	files,	and	to	keep	your	files	synchronized	across	your	devices.	It	also	has	a	wealth
of	useful	features,	such	as	file	sharing,	versioning,	and	advanced	search.	We	would	like	to	see	Google	tighten	its	security	and	add	full	end-to-end	encryption.	However,	this	shouldn’t	be	a	major	problem	for	most	users.	With	various	plans	available	at	affordable	prices,	Google	Drive	is	one	of	the	best	cloud	storage	solutions	on	the	market.
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